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Good morning!  It’s so good to see everyone on this fall morning.  We continue with our marathon study of 

the book of John; the end is in sight.  In one way I’m thankful for a study that is nearing completion; in another 

way I hate to see it stop because I’ve loved and enjoyed studying this Gospel.  I’ll note here that I always hand-

write my sermons—I’m not a computer guy.  For nearly forty years, every one of my sermons is in pencil in 

my file cabinet.  As I began working on this message a couple of weeks ago, I wrote down “We’re moving 

ahead in a complete study.”  I had to back up and mark out the word “complete.”  It’s true we’re covering 

every verse of the Gospel of John, but you and I could study it for a lifetime and hear the truth coming from it 

but we will never exhaust the truth.  We will never complete the study; there’s always going to be truth from 

this book as well as every other one in the Bible.  These verses today should move your soul; if not, examine 

where you are with your relationship to Jesus Christ.  If you know Him personally, this is moving.  It’s moving 

in what we learn of Him and what He did for us.  It’s incomprehensible that the very Lamb of God and Son of 

God laid His life down on the old rugged cross that you and I might have life everlasting.  A simple human 

sermon cannot do justice to these words of John.  If I preach for the next fifty years on the crucifixion of Jesus 

Christ, I will never walk away from the pulpit feeling I did it justice.  It’s so deep and resounding in how it 

touches our souls. 

 

In Chapter 18 Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane.  He was brought before the retired high priest, 

Annas who wanted to accuse Jesus of crime—a crime so deep it would send Him to the cross.  Annas failed; 

he could get nothing against the Son of God.  So he sent Jesus to another trial with his son-in-law, Caiaphas, 

the sitting high priest of the day in Jerusalem over all Israel.  No one wanted Jesus dead more than Caiaphas; 

no one wanted to develop a plan of murder against the Son of God more than him because Jesus had shed light 

on his godless life.  Jesus revealed that even though Caiaphas was the primary teacher of the Word of God in 

Israel, he did not know the God of the Word.  Caiaphas knew that if Jesus got a death sentence it had to be 

from the Roman governor seated in Jerusalem, Pilate.  He realizes down deep that Jesus is a very innocent 

man; he never met Him before—he was a Gentile—and knew very little about Him.  He’s aware that He is not 

just a common criminal standing before him.  As Pilate examines Him, his first attempt is to free Jesus by 

offering the crowd of Jews a choice.  He took the vilest criminal, Barabbas, off death row and presented him 

and Jesus to them.  Amazingly, they free Barabbas and choose Jesus to die.  We’re shocked by that, aren’t we 

that the Jewish crowd could make such an unwise decision.  Look at our heroes today and who the world 

chooses; you’ll see no difference in the crowd.  The world today chooses movie stars as their heroes; they have 

no morals and portray vile characters.  Musicians are put on pedestals, but many have very filthy lyrics.  The 

world chooses athletes, yet their lives are far away from Jesus as well.  The Jewish crowd chooses the sinner 

over Jesus—that still happens today.  I pray you realize Jesus Christ is the hero, the King.  He deserves our all, 

our honor, and follow Him and Him alone.  Let’s read verses 1-11. 
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Sermon #59 from the Gospel of John 

 

“The Trial of Pilate” 

 

John 19:1-16 (King James Version) 

 



1“Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.  2And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it 

on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, 3And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with 

their hands.  4Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye 

may know that I find no fault in him.  5Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple 

robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!  6When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, 

they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I 

find no fault in him.  7The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he 

made himself the Son of God.  8When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 9And went 

again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.  10Then 

saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have 

power to release thee?  11Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were 

given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.” 

 

From the get-go, Pilate does not want to kill Jesus.  He developed another plan—“I’ll have Jesus scourged.”  

Scourging was an inhumane beating with a whip containing leather cords.  Each cord is tied at the end with a 

piece of metal or bone; every lash laid upon a man went deep into the skin.  The word agony barely touches 

the pain of this type of treatment.  In fact, many people did not live through the scourging to get to the cross.  

After that, soldiers blasphemed Jesus by putting a crown of thorns on His head.  In Genesis 3:18 God told 

Adam and Eve after they fell into sin that “your sin has brought thorns to you.”  Remember today, our sins 

brought thorns to Jesus; the crown of thorns is symbolic of our sin.  In addition to a crown, Jesus received a 

purple robe.  Pilate then presents Him—almost unrecognizable from the beatings and scourging, saying 

“Behold the Man!”  He’s telling them to have pity on Him; look at what He’s been through.  Look at the blood 

He’s shed.  Then he says “I find no fault in him.”  What an incriminating statement against Pilate.  Yet, he had 

Jesus scourged to please the crowd.  The chief priests and leaders keep pressing Pilate to crucify Him.  Read 

verses 7-8.  Pilate is torn between what his heart is saying and what the crowd is demanding him to do. 

 

Understand this: Jesus is not really on trial here, Pilate is—he has to make a decision.  Will he rule with his 

heart or will he side with the crowd and sacrifice Jesus?  There’s the trial and the decision to be made.  With 

the screaming, restless crowd outside Pilate walks into his chambers with Jesus and in frustration and 

conviction asks Him “Who are you?”  Jesus frustrates him because He doesn’t answer.  Why is Jesus silent 

here?  There are two reasons: (1) He already told him who He was in 18:37.  He told him he wasn’t a political 

king and was not going to take his throne away.  He said I’m the king of God’s truth, and I am the king of 

those who seek God’s truth.  (2) He’s fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy found in Isaiah 53:7 “He was 

oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as 

a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.”  Well, Pilate just loses it—he folds under 

the pressure of the yelling crowd.  Read verses 10-11.  In the last part of verse 11, “…he that delivered me 

unto thee hath the greater sin” is referring to Caiaphas who knew about Jesus’ birth and life from Old Testament 

Scripture.  He also knew Jesus was the Son of God but worked toward His death sentence with a hard and 

heartless heart.  Let’s finish reading the rest of today’s passage. 
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 12And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, 

thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.  13When Pilate 

therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called 

the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.  14And it was the preparation of the Passover, and about the sixth 

hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!  15But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, 

crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king 

but Caesar.  16Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him 

away.”  Those simple words “they took Him away” touch me deeply. 

 

Pilate was in a dilemma.  In his heart he knows there’s no way this man should die.  In Matthew 27:19 Pilate’s 

wife sends him a message: “God has spoken to me—do not kill this just man.”  Pilate should have listened to 

her.  As the intensity of the crowd increases, he sits down on the judgment seat at six in the morning.  The 

Jewish Sabbath is coming—Passover the next day.  All death sentences had to be carried out and done within 

twenty-four hours.  No man could be hanging on a cross when Passover began.  He tries to free Jesus one more 

time and says to the crowd “Behold your King!” implying I will let Him go if you ask me to.  The crowd is 

more frenzied and shouts “Away with him, crucify him!  We have no king but Caesar.”  After Pilate says 

“Shall I crucify your King?” he folds and gives in.  Instead of standing up for this innocent Jesus, listening to 

the prompting of God in his heart, or even listening to his wife, he gives up.  Read verse 16.  The crowd won.  

Although God’s perfect plan of the sacrifice of the lamb was carried out, Pilate will stand in eternity as being 

humanly responsible for the death sentence of the Son of God.  He committed the ultimate compromise; he 

ignored the decision of his heart and went with the decision of the crowd.  God lost, and the crowd won. 

 

I prayed long and hard about this part of the sermon—what do I say next to you?  We can study the Bible and 

delve into all the parts of the truth, but unless that truth touches us it’s not a complete study.  The truth has to 

say something in our life and heart and where it points from this time forward.  What do we do with this truth?  

This is what God has given me through this Scripture.  The crowd of unbelievers is still out there—the crowd 

who wants Him out of government, our schools, our lives.  They’re calling more loudly every single day in 

our culture for God to be excommunicated from us.  Amen?!!  Every day you and I have to make the decision 

either for or against Jesus Christ—first and foremost as our Savior and then to follow Him in this ever-changing 

world.  Like Pilate, we all have to make a decision.  The world says get rid of Him; while the Lord God is 

working in our hearts saying “Follow Me in your salvation, life, ministry.”  The Lord Jesus Christ is reaching 

out to every person asking that He become our Savior and our King.  The world says reject Him; follow us on 

the wide path—choose your own course, be your own god.  That’s what Satan said to Eve at the beginning of 

history; his tool box is very small.  The crowd says if you do accept Him, make it a minor commitment.  You 

go to church when it’s convenient for you and nothing else conflicts with your schedule.  God is worthy of our 

worship when it suits Him!  We need to worship Him in the spirit and truth of Jesus Christ.  The world would 

love for us not to commit fully—stay with the crowd, straddle the fence.  Give Him a piece of your heart; you 

don’t need to give Him everything you have.  That old hymn “I Surrender All” is not needed anymore. 
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Friends, there’s a lot of pressure against Jesus out there.  When you depart from here today, you’re going to 

face that pressure to compromise Him, to walk away from Him, to make yourself more important than His will 

for you.  We have to make that decision every single day.  He’s telling us “Don’t listen to the world, don’t 

look back, don’t compromise.  It’s all or nothing with Me; give Me your all.”  I pray you and I will recommit 

our lives to living solely for Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  Make that decision today, believer!  Don’t let 

the world win!  Let Jesus win!   

 

If you’ve never come to Him, the world is really calling to you that you don’t need Him, that church is a waste 

of time.  Worship is something that can easily be replaced with something else.  Today is the day to make the 

right and eternal decision.  Pilate knew the right decision, and he did not make it.  I believe, with God prompting 

our hearts, we know the right decision.  We know we need to surrender.  We know He deserves it all.  You 

have to surrender, give Him your sin, give Him your life and say “Lord, I am yours.  I accept You as my Lord 

and my Savior and give You everything I have.  Use me, bless me.  I worship You, honor You.”  Will you 

today give Him your all, give Him your life?  The world calls out to us in many voices, but only you can make 

the final decision.  Will you come or will you choose the crowd?  Today is your invitation to accept Him as 

your Savior because He died on the cross for you. 

                                

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God as we meet before You in these precious moments, we thank You for 

giving us the opportunity to come to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  As we progress through these passages of 

Scripture, my heart is moved once again for what He did to buy my pardon.  I felt Your presence here today 

when the congregation sang “Holy, Holy, Holy.”  I sensed Your glory was rising from us.  I pray You’ll give 

us a sense of your presence now.  Knock on hearts, change lives, bring salvation and grace to that one who 

needs You.  Bring us believers closer to Your throne, Your will, to living that life that honors You.  Thank 

You, Father, that You allow us to choose Jesus as our Savior.  The crowd outside these doors calls for us to 

compromise Him every day.  Before we leave, I pray we’ll rededicate our lives to living for You and You 

alone.  Bless us in this very holy moment.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen. 
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