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Good morning!  As we gather here today, we’re thankful and praise God that He’s given us the opportunity to reach 

the world through media.  Back in 1982 when I arrived here at Clifford, there was one way to access the ministry 

of the church and that was to come to the house.  Today, we’re able to take the Good News of Jesus Christ worldwide 

for many people to hear.  What an awesome blessing! 

 

Today’s message “What Is Truth?” is a word the world needs to hear about what true truth really is.  As we continue 

in the great Gospel of John, I remind you it’s a very meticulous account of Jesus’ life.  However, it is not a 

comprehensive account.  There’s no way John or anyone else could write down everything Jesus did.  In fact, John 

says if we wrote about all He did the world could not contain the books.  Today we’re in the day of the cross and 

our salvation.  We’re studying the day the price was paid in full for our sin that we might have forgiveness and 

everlasting life—our sin was literally nailed to the cross! 

 

The Scripture today begins in the Garden of Gethsemane.  It’s the last private moment before Jesus’ betrayal and 

arrest.  It’s a very important time for Him as He prays from the bottom of His soul and spirit for God to be glorified 

in the next hours He is going to face.  In that Garden, Jesus is approached by a band of men, a cohort of soldiers.  

There could have been hundreds or up to six hundred—we don’t know.  We see Jesus’ power as the Son of God in 

John 18:6 when these men asked “Where is Jesus?” and He said “I am he.”  With those three words the power of 

God knocked all those men backward to the ground.  God spoke our universe into existence; He has power in His 

word.  When He spoke those three words, Jesus showed His power and ability to resist arrest.  If He so chose not 

to be arrested, He could have walked away that very moment.  On the soldiers’ second attempt asking, Jesus 

surrendered to the arrest and the ropes and chains that would bind Him.  He surrendered ultimately to the Father’s 

plan which would lead to the old rugged cross.  Make no mistake, Jesus never lost control in this situation.  No man 

overpowered Jesus Christ.  Rather, the power of God worked through Him which is still true today.  There is no 

man, no government, no philosophy that can overpower the strength of Jesus Christ in our world.  Don’t ever 

believe you serve a weak God.  He is the power that can lay this old earth on its backside anytime He so chooses.  

We serve the God of the universe who reigns in power. 

 

As we studied the last couple of Sundays, Jesus was first led to the former high priest, Annas, who gave Him an 

informal questioning hoping to trip Him up and lead to a penalty of death.  His attempt to trap Jesus failed.  He 

made no headway with incriminating Jesus in any way.  After this meeting with Annas, Jesus was then sent to 

Caiaphas, Annas’ son-in-law, who was the sitting high priest in Israel.  Although John tells us Jesus met Caiaphas, 

he doesn’t give us an account of that conversation.  So we pick up Scripture today of a second trial of the night 

within the Jewish family. 

 
28“Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went 

not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the Passover.  29Pilate then went 
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out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man?  30They answered and said unto him, If 

he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee.  31Then said Pilate unto them, Take 

ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put 

any man to death:  32That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he 

should die.  33Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou 

the King of the Jews?  34Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of 

me?  35Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what 

hast thou done?  36Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, 

then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 

from hence.  37Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a 

king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto 

the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.  38Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when 

he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.  39But ye 

have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the Passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the 

King of the Jews?  40Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a 

robber.”  May God add His blessing to this stirring portion of His Holy Word.   

 

Remember, the night is getting deeper, darker, and later.  Jesus, the human Son of God and Son of Man, feels 

everything we feel.  He was getting tired, sleepy, hungry.  He was deprived of so many things during those fake 

and phony trials as the evening went on.  He was taken from Annas to Caiaphas—both of those high priests wanted 

Him dead.  Jesus had charged them as hypocrites, fakes, phonies.  All the teachers and priests of the temple were 

preaching the Word of God but did not know the God of the Word; they wanted Jesus gone.  Annas and Caiaphas 

knew that in order to bring Jesus to a capital punishment charge, He had to go before the Roman government.  He 

had to appear before Pilate. 

 

Read verse 28.  This is interesting because the Jewish leaders withheld themselves going into the Gentile court 

where Pilate and the judgment hall would be.  They did not enter because they would be considered unclean and 

unable to eat the Passover meal.  There’s no hesitation to commit murder against the Lamb of God, but they wanted 

to stay ceremonially clean so they could eat the lamb of the Passover.  There’s a great irony in that—they’re willing 

to murder but they didn’t want to enter the hall and not celebrate the Passover.  Scripture tells us that these men 

were trying to be religious, yet they had murder in their hearts against the very Son of God.  In order to kill Jesus, 

they would need the Roman governor, Pilate, seated in Jerusalem to sentence Him to die. 

 

Pilate finally comes out of his chambers and sees Jesus—bound in ropes or chains.  The creator of heaven and earth, 

the God of no boundaries, bound before Pilate, willingly surrendered to be so.  Pilate looks at the Jewish leaders 

and asks “Why is he here?  What has this man done that you’ve brought him before me?  What is his crime?  Does 

he really deserve death?  Why have you brought him here so late in the night so I could sentence his death?”  Read 

verse 30.  These leaders give a weak, nonexistent answer; they didn’t have a solid charge against Jesus.  Since Pilate 

is a very astute, intelligent man he recognizes their response.  He tells them to deal with this man according to their 

law (the Old Testament); leave him out of the Roman law.  He knows their hatred and that they want Him murdered.  

The Jewish leaders say no, he deserves death and only you can sentence him—we need your help. 
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Notice what John interjects in verse 32.  The Jewish priests did have authority to sentence Jesus; they could have 

sentenced Him to death by stoning.  That was their version of capital punishment—we saw it in the life of Stephen 

and the woman caught in adultery.  God had prophesied that Jesus was not going to die from stoning; He was going 

to die on a tree.  Deuteronomy 21:22-23 says “22And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to 

be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree.  23His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in 

any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God) that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord 

thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.”  Jesus would not be stoned down but according to His own words in John 

3:14 “…even so must the Son of man be lifted up.”  Understand this—God is directing and controlling the course 

of our salvation.  He is in control of how and when His Son is going to die.  It will be at the exact, precise moment 

on God’s calendar set centuries and eons before.  God simply allowed Pilate to be the human vessel to make the 

cross happen.  God never loses control; man never took over the course of our salvation. 

 

Pilate approaches Jesus in the judgment hall of the Gentiles.  “Are you truly king of the Jewish nation?”  This 

question is addressed in all four of the Gospels.  Pilate does not expect what Jesus, in turn, asks him.  “Is this your 

personal question or did others say that of me?”  Next week, we’ll study that conversation in my message “The 

Trial of Pilate.”  Jesus is asking Pilate “What kind of king do you think I am?  What is your opinion of who I am 

as king?”  Pilate is taken aback by His questions.  Pilate says “I’m not a Jew.  I don’t know who you are; all I know 

is that your Jewish people brought you here.  What have you done to deserve death?”  Pilate is very uneasy here 

and uncomfortable in His presence.  Read verse 36.  Jesus says “I’m not in competition with you Pilate; I’m not 

trying to take your throne or take your place.  You have a kingdom in this world, but my kingdom is not in this 

world at all.  I don’t have an army to fight you; I’m not trying to resist you.”  Read verse 37.  Jesus explains 

Himself—“Yes, I am a king.  I was born on this earth to be a king.  I don’t want your place in Jerusalem or Judea; 

I was born to bear witness to the truth and power of God Almighty.  I want a throne of the heart, not a throne of 

power.  I want people to know Me as Lord, God, and Savior.  I want to rule every heart that longs for the truth.” 

 

Read verse 38.  “…What is truth?...”  We don’t know the inflection in Pilate’s voice.  Does he ask sarcastically or 

with a searching heart?  We realize what he felt deep inside—“Do not kill this man.  It is a wrong decision to 

sentence him to the cross.”  He’s aware he’s dealing with someone very special; he’d never met an individual like 

this, who turned the tables on him.  He never met a man who proclaimed to be a king, but not an earthly king.  He 

tells the Jews “I find no fault in him; there is no crime for which to kill him.  He’s done nothing to merit that 

punishment.”  Read verses 39-40.  Pilate brings up a Jewish custom—get the lowest, meanest criminal out of the 

lowest jail cell in Jerusalem and bring him forward.  He thinks they’ll let Barabbas go free, yet the Jews said “Not 

this man.”  Some translations call Barabbas a revolutionary (Greek “leistes”)—a violent, murderous man.  A robber, 

or common thief in the day was a “kleptos.”  During the trial, the Jews stirred up the crowd and wanted an innocent 

man to be killed instead of a murderer.  We end here today, but Jesus’ time with Pilate is not over yet.  We’ll study 

that next Sunday. 

 

So back to Pilate’s question to Jesus “What is truth?”  What is the absolute baseline of truth in human life?  I think 

it’s important to consider that.  People who don’t know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior believe that truth is the 

very best we can have in life.  They’re like Pilate—living in the biggest palace, having the most money and earthly 

power.  Their motto is “eat, drink, and be merry.”  I recall the line from the movie Titanic where Leonardo 

DiCaprio’s character is on the bow of the ship shouting “I’m the king of the world.”  That’s the way a lot of people 
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live.  If they have the most ornate things, the most money, fame, etc. that makes them king of the world.  Jesus 

turns the tables and says “No.  True riches, true living, the baseline of life is knowing Me.  Living for Me.  Giving 

your life to Me.”  In Matthew 6:19 He tells us the things of the world will be eaten by moths, consumed by rust, or 

stolen by thieves.  It’s all going to go away one day, never come back to us, and be lost for eternity.  It’s not sin to 

have a home or bank account; it’s perspective we have to consider.  What rules your life?  What is your god?  What 

gives you meaning or joy?  What gives you direction in life?  Keep it all in the perspective of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Don’t invest your life in temporary “stuff.”  The truth is living for Jesus Christ.  Allow Him to be your Savior; 

allow Him to be your Lord and Master.  Follow Him.  He is the truth Pilate asked about.  His Word is the cornerstone 

of truth.  This is truth (holding up the Bible) written in black-and-white.  Live by this Word; live by the Savior 

living in your heart.  Invest your life in Him; it’s the one investment that will bring eternal reward. 

 

I pray today we believers will rededicate our lives to making Him our truth.  If you give your heart to Him as Lord 

and Savior, you’ll have an eternal home.  If you give your life to Him in ministry, you’ll have eternal rewards.  He 

will recognize what we’ve done for Him for His glory for all eternity—not for ours.  We don’t wear a crown to 

bring attention to ourselves; we cast it to Him that we were to give Him glory in our life. 

 

If you don’t know Jesus as your Lord and Savior today, if you don’t have a relationship with Him, please listen.  

He is the Truth.  There is no other truth aside from Him.  The decision to accept Him as Lord and Savior is the one 

eternal decision you can make—to invest in Him as your Master and to live in His footsteps day by day.  His 

sacrifice on the cross is His forgiveness.  He took your place and mine on the old rugged cross; He shed His blood 

rather than mine or yours.  He rose from the grave as the firstborn of the living so we would be assured, too, that 

we would have eternal life with Him.  Our life of faith one day will become a life of sight as we live with Jesus and 

see Him face to face.  If you need Him, He’s waiting for you to come.  He’s done all He can do to move heaven 

and earth that you might come and simply say “yes” to Him.  This is not a decision for tomorrow, next month, when 

you’re older, or know the Bible better—it’s for today!  It’s the time to make Him the truth.  Tell Him you know 

you’re a sinner, you believe He took your sin on His shoulders as the perfect Lamb of God on the cross and died in 

my place to forgive me.  Ask Him to open your heart so He can live there for all eternity.   

 

                                

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments.  Thank You that You are meeting with us right 

now and are speaking to our minds and touching our hearts to give us the guidance and direction we need as 

believers.  I pray we will further surrender to You day by day.  Help us to invest our lives in that which is permanent 

and eternal.  Help us to live for You, to minister for You.  Help us to use our talents to lift up the name of Jesus 

Christ in this world.  For that one who needs You as Lord and Savior, there’s not a better day or a better minute 

than right now to say “yes.”  I pray for those who need a healing, a church home, or whatever they need.  Bless us 

today in these moments of decision and rededication.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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