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Good morning and welcome!  I think this every Sunday morning—praise God for those here in person and those 

streaming.  It’s good to be together in God’s house under His favor, His hand but also to open His Word.  Praise 

Him that you have this Word in your lap—unrestrained and free.  It’s not true for the entirety of the world; we’re a 

blessed people that we gather under the grace of God and have His Word before us.   

 

As we begin today’s passage, we’re entering the time of thinking about the cross and the resurrection—the greatest 

period in the history of humankind.  It’s the moment where we gain salvation and have the opportunity to gain our 

heavenly home.  We’re so thankful to have that blessing in our lives because of what Jesus Christ did for us.  John, 

the disciple, gives the account of the Lamb, the Son of God.  He walked with Jesus for three years in ministry which 

changed him mightily—he had heard the Word of God by the very voice of God.  He had literally felt God Almighty 

clothed in flesh incarnate during that time.  He saw the glory of God with his own eyes—at Jesus’ transfiguration—

every single day.  As John saw Jesus resurrected and ascending back to heaven, his heart burned with that truth for 

some fifty years.  God moved on John’s heart to write this brief account of the life of Jesus Christ literally changing 

the lives of men and women.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)  That love changes us from the inside 

out.  John brings that Gospel to us with worship, praise, and blessing that the world might know that truth.  Praise 

God that the Lord has given us this time frame in history to touch the world from a camera on the wall. 

 

We’ve been studying the Thursday evening (John 13) that Jesus spent with His twelve disciples; it was the Jewish 

Passover celebrating their freedom from slavery in Egypt.  From that event came The Lord’s Supper.  Jesus also 

washed the disciples’ feet that night showing them the ultimate act of humility.  He dismissed Judas Iscariot as His 

betrayer.  As Jesus and the eleven disciples leave that room, they begin a walk toward the Garden of Gethsemane 

(Chapter 15).  He teaches them every step of the journey: He is the vine, and they are the branches to be productive 

in the Kingdom’s work.  They can only be productive when they’re attached to Him as Lord and Savior.  This is 

still true today.  No one can begin to use their talent or be productive in the Kingdom of God until we know Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior and He lives in our hearts.  Jesus teaches the disciples that the world would often hate 

their ministry; that’s also still true today.  He tells them He will send the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.  He also fore 

tells them of the grief they’ll endure as they watch Him be crucified.  The hour, the appointment had come. 

 

As they arrive at the gate of the Garden (Chapter 17), Jesus stops the men and prays the greatest prayer that’s ever 

been spoken on earth.  It’s truly the “Lord’s Prayer.”  He gave us a model prayer we call the Lord’s Prayer, but 

that’s the peoples’ prayer.  In the “Lord’s Prayer” He prays for Himself to glorify the Father’s will always.  Even 

though Jesus prays for Himself, it’s to transfer His glory to Father God.  Next, He prays for His eleven disciples to 

stand out and step out into the world with the Gospel of the Lord and be courageous in serving Him.  Little did they 

know that night that most of them would die as martyrs as young men.  Only John would live to an old age.  Lastly  
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in this prayer, Jesus prays for us—you and me.  He prayed for the future of the church, for believers—His power 

upon us.  He prays for every servant in the Kingdom of God until He returns for His church.  He prays that we’ll 

be unified in ministry and love—that we love one another and work together.  We’re not a separate group of people 

or strangers; just as He was one with His Father, we’re to be unified with Him in ministry. 

 

Today’s Scripture is the beginning of the event, drama, and the deepest love God can give—the literal story of our 

salvation.  In this Chapter and the next we’ll see the worst that human beings can do and see the best of what God 

can give.  He forgives us of our sins, and gives us the promise of life everlasting.  Anyone who comes through His 

Son through that cross and the empty grave will come to life and eternity in living with Him.  As we begin the 

closing Chapters of John, this is the awesome Word of God.  Human words can barely cover what we’ll be reading.  

I’ll give it my best and be on my knees and on my face before God that we will study these words asking the Lord 

to touch our hearts, lead our lives, bless this church, and bless the world through John’s words.   

 
1“When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, 

into the which he entered, and his disciples.  2And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes 

resorted thither with his disciples.  3Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests 

and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.  4Jesus therefore, knowing all things that 

should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?  5They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. 

Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.  6As soon then as he had said 

unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.  7Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And 

they said, Jesus of Nazareth.  8Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go 

their way:  9That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none.  
10Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The 

servant's name was Malchus.  11Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my 

Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?  12Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, 

and bound him,  13And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest 

that same year.” 

 

After Jesus prayed with His disciples in Chapter 17, we see them standing just outside the gate to Gethsemane.  

When He closed that prayer, it was time for them to move into the garden.  The Bible says He took them over a 

brook.  In Greek, a brook is not a constant flow of water—it could have been but also could have been a flow of 

water only after rains came very hard or when winter snow melted.  Sometimes the brook was dry according to the 

Greek connotation of that word.  The word Cedron (or Kidron in some translations) means gloomy, dark, or sad.  

It’s interesting—Jesus takes His disciples over the threshold of sadness and gloom because He knows what’s 

coming.  He knows what the next twenty-four hours hold for him.  Judas Iscariot knew Jesus went to the garden 

often.  He met with His disciples there; He meditated and prayed there.  Perhaps you have a special place in your 

life where you go to pray; Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane where He met His Father. 

 

Let’s pause and think about the garden of the Bible.  History and humanity began in a garden—the Garden of Eden.  

The first sin, our fall, was in that garden.  It’s amazing God placed His creation of the first humans, Adam and Eve, 

from whom we’re all descended in that perfect environment.  He placed them there to live eternally; they would 

never die because they were God’s creation in perfection.  Very shortly they fell into sin and lost the garden—God  
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expelled them from it, and they could not re-enter.  Perfection begins in Genesis 1 but in Genesis 3 they’ve fallen 

and were expelled, and sin entered the world.  All of nature fell into sin—thorns grew on roses, thistles grew from 

the ground, animals no longer lived together peacefully, killing began.  Jesus comes to the Garden of Gethsemane 

to pray in obedience to God the Father.  The word Gethsemane means oil press; Gethsemane was an olive garden.  

In that garden olives were put into the press to get the oil out.  The oil was a food source, it was put into lamps for 

light—it had many uses in that culture.  The olive had to be destroyed in order to get the oil out.  Jesus is praying 

in the Garden of Gethsemane symbolically saying my human life is going to be destroyed on the old rugged cross 

for the sin of the world.  He prayed in the garden of the oil press while facing the pressure, pain, brokenness, and 

destruction of crucifixion just hours ahead.  He walked out of the Garden of Gethsemane to face the old rugged 

cross; the crucifixion grounds were just outside of the garden.  He left the garden of destruction so that He would 

be destroyed in order to take our sin upon His shoulders, and we could be forgiven.  The perfect Lamb of God 

laying down His life so sinners like me could be forgiven.  An amazing truth—the promise of eternal life not 

because of anything I’ve done, of any good I’ve lived, but because of the gift of grace of Jesus on the cross.  It’s 

true for every one of us.  Any person can come to Jesus and know he or she will be saved. 

 

Anyone who accepts Him and His forgiveness will spend eternity in another garden!  In Revelation 22 we read 

about a new and perfect place.  A garden with a crystal-clear river that emanates from the very throne of God.  On 

both sides of that river is the tree of life.  Although it’s referred to as “the tree of life,” it’s on both sides of the river; 

I can’t explain that!  Twelve fruits grow off that tree—an amazing picture.  What we see in the Bible are three 

gardens: (1) The Garden of Eden in which there was perfection and then the fall into sin.  (2) The Garden of 

Gethsemane where Jesus said I will be destroyed for the sin of men and women.  (3) The Garden of Heaven where 

we will live for all eternity when we know Jesus as Lord and Savior.  What an amazing Word of God—it holds 

hands with itself!  From Genesis through Revelation, we see God’s will and God’s plan throughout.  Jesus knew 

well what was going to happen in the Garden of Gethsemane.  He went there directly according to His Father’s 

plan and His Father’s will.  According to Matthew 26 and Mark 14, Jesus left eight disciples just inside the entry 

gate.  He takes three disciples with Him—Peter, James, John—into the interior of the garden.  Why did Jesus take 

three with Him?  Remember, indeed, He was the Son of Man and He needed human support and needed brothers 

with Him as He faced the hardest day of His earthly life.  Sadly, in this intense, agonizing, and anxious moment for 

Jesus Scripture tells us those three disciples fell asleep.  They failed Him.  Friends, I tell you from this pulpit I don’t 

criticize them because I’ve fallen asleep far too often, failed far too often, and have not lived up to His standard for 

my life far too often.  We all identify with those three men.  We often fall asleep on the job and don’t fulfill what 

Jesus has for us to do.  I pray we will see this as a reminder that we, too, are to grow in our vigilance and desire to 

stay with our Lord step by step.  

 

Jesus knew the end was coming, and Judas Iscariot knew where Jesus would be.  John 18:3 says Judas Iscariot 

brought a band of temple guards from the priests and Pharisees.  They carried lanterns, torches, weapons, and 

swords because they came in ready for a battle.  They were ready to subdue this man who was ready to resist them 

in every way.  In the Greek language a band is also called a cohort—“speira.”  It’s a military term.  A legion of 

soldiers in Rome was six thousand; a cohort was one-tenth of a legion.  So, up to six hundred men could have 

entered the garden that night.  However how many came, read again verses 4-6.   Never forget this—as we begin 

the trek through the cross, Jesus never lost control in any situation recorded in Scripture.  He willingly went to the 

cross for us, and He held on to the authority of God.  Although John doesn’t mention it, Matthew, Mark, and Luke  
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write that Judas Iscariot betrays Jesus with a kiss—a common act of affection in that day; it was an act of welcome 

and farewell.  Jesus asks this band of soldiers “Whom do you seek?”  I can imagine the inflection in their voices 

“Jesus of Nazareth.”  Jesus does not shrink back one iota.  When we replied “I am He,” they fell backward upon 

the power of God.  They were stunned, incapacitated, and overcome by those three words “I am He.”  It took them 

a while to recover but Jesus asked the question again “Whom seek ye?”  They were scared of Him and realized He 

could slay them all at once!  Someone told me that once you’ve been hit by a taser, you never want to feel it again.  

Jesus “tased” those guys!  So this second time of Jesus asking, the soldiers were very timid.  They knew who was 

in charge.  Instead of slaying them, He surrenders to them. 

 

Notice Jesus protects those three disciples with Him.  Read verse 8.  He tells them to set them free—remember, 

John, this Gospel writer was one of those three.  In John 17:12 Jesus said “…those that thou gavest me I have 

kept, and none of them is lost…”  He spoke those words that night in verse 8 to spare their lives.  Jesus prophesied 

He would always protect His disciples; that is still true today!  If you belong to Him, you are under His divine hand 

of protection, grace, and blessing.  You will not walk anywhere in this world where His love and protection will 

not envelope you.  Next, old Peter decides he’s going to jump into action.  He draws out a sword and begins 

thrashing and charging the soldiers trying to protect Jesus.  One of them in front is the priest’s servant, Malchus.  

John notes that Peter lops off his ear—was that was he was aiming for?  No, he was aiming for his head!  Read 

verse 11.  He tells Peter He’s in His Father’s will; it’s time—“I must drink the Father’s cup.”  In Scripture this 

usually illustrates suffering and sorrow that’s to come.  Can you imagine Jesus’ three friends watching Him being 

bound and taken away?  They still don’t know what’s going to happen next; they just know it will not be good. 

 

Jesus went into the garden of the oil press—the Garden of Gethsemane—knowing He was going to be betrayed.  

He knew Judas Iscariot and the band of soldiers were coming; He knew He was going to be arrested and bound and 

that the cross was coming.  No man, soldier, government, leader or Satan himself took Jesus to the cross.  It was an 

act of His grace and love for every person in the world—those who were born and would be born, including you 

and me.  Your grace was given by the cross.  He had complete control over every second of going to that cross.  

Don’t ever forget that.  He could have walked away or called a legion of angels.  Love for you and me put Jesus on 

the cross, not the soldiers.  Our best acts of goodness can’t save us; His love does.  Our life doesn’t build us a home 

in heaven; love does.  He surrendered because love took Him to the cross.  This is the beginning of the compelling 

and awesome account of what Jesus did to redeem your life.  Whoever you are, He redeemed our life in these 

coming moments.  It should bring us to our knees in worship, and it should bring us to our feet in ministry that we 

should serve the One who gave His life for us.  I pray that’s our commitment today.  Lord, all You gave to me, I 

return to You my life.  I want to serve and minister for You because love did it for me. 

 

If you’ve never come to this Savior, Jesus Christ, today is the beginning of the story of your forgiveness—the 

account of God’s love for us.  Jesus was arrested, tormented, bled, and died in your place and my place that we 

might be forgiven of the awful sin every one of us has committed before God.  Do you believe that?  Your salvation 

can begin today by saying “I come to receive You as my Savior.”  Don’t put if off another day!   

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank you for these moments.  We realize You were mounted to a cross so I 

could walk with You in faith.  I pray we who are believers will be moved by this account of Your love for us.  Help 

us to be recommitted to the old account we’ve heard so many times of what Jesus did for us.  I pray for that person 

who needs You now to come to You and claim their salvation.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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