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Good morning and welcome!  Today we’ll study a person of the Trinity we need to know in a deeper way—the 

Holy Spirit—as Jesus introduces Him to His disciples.  Here’s a brief overview leading up to today’s message.  In 

Chapter 13, Jesus meets with His disciples in a private room on a Thursday night before the Friday of the cross.  

It’s the day of Passover for the entire Jewish nation, and they celebrate this meal of freedom from slavery in Egypt 

many centuries before; Jesus pulls the Lord’s Supper from this Passover meal.  He also washes His disciples’ feet, 

showing them this ultimate act of humility.  The very God of the universe is on His knees and tells them “As I have 

done unto you, go and do likewise.  Serve and minister to others in the name of Jesus Christ.”  Another event that 

evening is when Jesus dismisses Judas Iscariot as His betrayer.  He leaves as a lost man, leaving eleven disciples.  

Jesus tells them He’ll be leaving them soon; they didn’t know the cross was the next day.  They didn’t know they 

would witness the most horrific event in all of human history.  Even though Jesus is facing the cross, He’s 

ministering to them.  The evening concludes at the end of Chapter 14. 

 

They leave the room and begin walking towards the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus will spend that evening in 

great and deep prayer; His disciples with Him.  We see in Chapters 15, 16, and 17 what they’re discussing and what 

Jesus teaches them—He’s the true vine, and they are the branches.  In order to draw life and be productive, the 

branch has to be attached to the vine.  Every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ has a set of gifts and talents and is to 

be fruitful in the Kingdom’s work for Him.  Jesus warns His disciples on this walk that their faith and ministry 

would not always be accepted by world with open arms.  Their connection with Christ will draw criticism, 

persecution, hatred, and death.  This is still true today for Christians.  As Chapter 16 opens, Jesus is being truthful, 

honest, and forthright with His disciples.  “Very soon, I’m physically not going to be with you.”  Again, they have 

no idea tomorrow is the day He would die.  He tells them they might get anxious, scared, and be persecuted but 

don’t lose your commitment to Me—I will always be with you.  You will never be alone; I will strengthen, guide, 

and bless you.  I’ll be living inside you when I send the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.  Let’s read His promise: 

 

“1These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.  2They shall put you out of the 

synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.  3And 

these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.  4But these things have 

I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said 

not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you.  5But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none 

of you asketh me, Whither goest thou?  6But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled 

your heart.  7Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 

Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  8And when he is come, he will 

reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  9Of sin, because they believe not on me; 
10Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;  11Of judgment, because the prince of 

this world is judged.  12I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  13Howbeit 

when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 
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whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  14He shall glorify me: for 

he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  15All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore 

said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  16A little while, and ye shall not see me: and 

again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.” 

 

Jesus warned His disciples to brace themselves; be ready for opposition and persecution simply because you follow 

Me and because I’m your Lord, Master, and Savior.  Read verse 2.  All the disciples are Jews, and one of the 

greatest grievances against them was being excommunicated from worship in the temple or an outlying synagogue.  

He tells them some may kill you thinking they’re doing a “godly” service.  Remember Saul, who later became Paul, 

jailed and killed Christians believing He was doing God a favor.  Sadly, the Lord is foreshadowing that a majority 

of these men will die as martyrs.  John, the writer of this Gospel, lives to an old age—probably past ninety.  Do you 

remember the opening of the comedy show, Gomer Pyle, U.S.M.C.?  The actor, Jim Nabors, who played Gomer 

Pyle marches with actual Marines in formation.  I read that some time after that opening was filmed, he could never 

watch it again because many of those young Marines went to Vietnam and died in service to their country. 

 

After Jesus warns and saddens the disciples of the hatred that would inevitably come to them, He gives them the 

greatest hope they could hold on to.  Read verse 7.  He tells them when I go away and you face this cruel, hateful, 

and murderous world, I promise you I’ll send you the Comforter.  He tells them this is a better plan that I go back 

to the glory of heaven when My time and task here are done; when My ministry on earth is finished.  We know He 

spoke from the cross the moment before He died “It is finished.”  His plan of salvation had been completed; His 

mission at that point of dying on the cross to save sinners was complete.  Jesus says by My leaving it will enable 

Me to send to you the Comforter, (Greek “parakletos”) the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit of God living in your heart will 

lead, protect, guide you, and allow you to walk in the future as ministers of God because I’m living in you. 

 

Think back to Chapter 11 about Lazarus, Mary, and Martha.  When Lazarus lay dying, Jesus was not there.  Mary 

and Martha knew his illness was very serious, and they needed Jesus to come and bless their brother.  Since Jesus 

was away, they had to send a message to Him and get His attention.  Jesus, in human flesh, as the Son of Man, 

could not immediately be there.  By the plan of God, it was four days later.  Lazarus had died and been buried by 

that time.  John tells His disciples in today’s passage that after the cross and resurrection I’m going to send you the 

Comforter, and you’ll never have to send a message to find Me because I’ll always be with you, in you, guiding 

and protecting you.  I’ll always be available; not for a second will I be away from you or you away from Me.  So, 

Jesus is teaching us about the ministry of the Holy Spirit—God in residence in the heart that belongs to Him.  

Church, we need this teaching!  The church is not always comfortable with the Holy Spirit.  Some people think the 

Holy Spirit forces you to speak in tongues or will slay you down on the ground.  Jesus is taking the mystery of the 

ministry of the Holy Spirit out.   

 

What is the Holy Spirit?  Is it a disembodied ghost?  Absolutely not!  In verses 7, 8, 13, and 14, Jesus refers to the 

Holy Spirit as “he” or “him.”  He’s the third part of the Trinity.  It’s God Almighty; it’s Him coming to live in you.  

The Spirit of God does not live in every human being.  He comes to live in us permanently when we come to know 

Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  He lives in every believer’s heart.  When we entrust our heart, life, and future 

to Him, the Holy Spirit comes and takes up residence in us.  He will never leave us again!  That’s different from 

Old Testament theology which says the Spirit of God would come but go.  In Psalm 51:11, David was dealing with 
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his sin with Bathsheba and pleaded to God “…take not thy holy spirit from me.”  In the New Testament as Jesus is 

describing to His disciples the coming of the Comforter and the Holy Spirit, He says it’s a permanent residence that 

takes up in your heart.  But the Holy Spirit only lives in the believer, not in every person in the world.  He does not 

come to fill the world; He will not be found in any gathering of non-believers.  If believers are not there, the Holy 

Spirit is not there.  The Spirit of God fills the church!  Praise God!  He’s living in your heart and mine.  He’s giving 

us direction, power, and blessing.  He’s asking us to go forward into the world with the Gospel of the living Lord 

Jesus Christ.  If you are a born-again believer, He’s living in your heart.   

 

Jesus had a physical body, correct?  In His incarnate form, He had a physical body.  Does the Holy Spirit have a 

physical body?  Yes!  It’s right here (Mike pointing to himself).  You are the Spirit’s physical body.  He is living 

in your heart, and we are His temple according to 1 Corinthians 6:19.  As we walk in the world in our flesh, we are 

representing Him.  We’re living to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in our hearts.  He uses 

us to testify the Son, Jesus Christ.  That’s the Spirit’s ministry that we are to honor Jesus and Father God. 

 

Read verses 13-14.  The Spirit’s presence in your life is not to glorify the Spirit living in you; it’s to glorify Jesus 

the Christ, the Son of God.  The Spirit will testify of Jesus the Son and will guide us to be witnesses to Jesus the 

Son.  The Spirit will give you and me guidance and power to testify the saving power of Jesus the Christ.  In Acts 

2 we see the birth of the church.  This is the moment when the Spirit of God, the Comforter, is given to the believers.  

Peter was there and received the gift of the Holy Spirit that day.  He preached the sermon to lead three thousand to 

Jesus as Savior.  That’s the Spirit in us—to lead us to speak about and minister for the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

How does the Spirit use us now?  Read verses 8-11.  Jesus says the Holy Spirit does three things through us as 

believers.  He reproves the world of three things—to convince, just as a lawyer stands up to convince a jury of a 

verdict.  We are to represent Jesus and convince the world of what He does among us.  These three things are sin, 

righteousness, and judgment.  (1) We convince lost people that there is sin in their lives—it’s to happen from this 

pulpit.  Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  There are so many sins—murder, 

lying, stealing, etc. but there’s one sin above them all: Rejecting Jesus as Savior.  When that person comes to the 

end of their earthly life and closes their eyes in death, they will experience the unforgivable sin of never coming to 

Christ.  We’re to convince the world they need a Savior.  It begins in our families, homes, our circle of friends, in 

our workplace, the classroom and on out into the world.  (2) The Holy Spirit uses us to convince people of 

righteousness.  We need to invite sinners to the Son of God—to the righteousness expressed through His Son who 

went to the cross and rose from the grave that we might have life everlasting and forgiveness of sin.  We’re to 

convince the world there’s a Savior, and His name is Jesus!  He is the way, the truth, and the life.  (3) The Holy 

Spirit uses us to convince people of judgment—that indeed there is a hell.  That there’s separation from God for all 

eternity if we never come to Him as Lord and Savior.  We have to stand true, strong, and unflinching on that truth! 

 

The world would love to paint a picture of us passing away, floating away, and turning into a gray mist!  That’s not 

what the Bible says!  To leave this world without Him is to go to hell.  The prince of this world, Satan himself, is 

going to go there, and those who reject Jesus will follow him.  Romans 14:12 “So then every one of us shall give 

account of himself to God.”  One day, every one of us individually will stand before Him—but don’t worry, He’s 

got all the time in the universe!  Praise God for those of us who know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  I feel 

eternally sorry for that one who stands before God Almighty face to face knowing they’re bound for hell.  
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Romans 6:23 says “For the wages of sin is death…”—hell and separation, eternity away from God.  But the gift of 

God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  To accept this gift is to be promised life, forgiveness, hope, blessing, 

and the promise of a home in heaven.  Praise God for that Good News!  It’s a free gift, but the price to purchase it 

was very high!  The disciples would find that out the next day.  The price was high, but the gift is free to anyone 

who comes to receive Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 

As today’s passage teaches us, we’re to honor the Spirit living in us—living for the Savior day by day.  Ephesians 

4:30 says “…grieve not the Holy Spirit living in us.”  How do you grieve Him living in your heart?  By refusing to 

be a witness for Jesus, by refusing to worship, by not teaching our children and grandchildren the Word of God.  

We grieve the Holy Spirit by not speaking His name to our friends and not taking a stand for Jesus when the Spirit 

gives us the strength to do so.  We grieve the Holy Spirit by living a life that dishonors Him in public, by refusing 

to help the church with our gifts and talents.  My prayer is that we will come before the altar of the Lord today and 

say “I don’t want to grieve You; I want to honor You with the throne room of my heart.  I want to live for You, 

witness for You, be a representative of Jesus Christ out in the world.”  We come to worship, but now we leave to 

serve.  The Holy Spirit in our hearts will take us where we need to be.  We’ll fulfill appointments this week; we 

won’t have one chance meeting with someone who needs Jesus.  Take Jesus to the world; the Holy Spirit in you 

will give you the words and strength to be a witness for Jesus.   

 

Rededicating our lives is so important; we’ll honor the Spirit living in us.  But if you don’t know Jesus as your 

Savior this day, His spirit does not live in you.  You’re wide open to the attacks of Satan and lies of this world.  The 

Good News is the instant you say “Yes” to Jesus as your Savior, the Holy Spirit moves into your heart.  He’ll give 

you the strength and power that you’ll live a different life because your life is no longer your own—it belongs to 

Jesus.  You’ll then want to live for Him, entrust your life to Him and be His witness and servant in the world.  The 

Comforter, the Spirit of God, moves that instant you say “Yes,” and your address changes from hell to heaven.  

Your purpose becomes living for Jesus, not yourself.  Say Yes to Jesus today!  May God bless us as we go into the 

world this week to share the love of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. 

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, thank You for these precious moments.  Thank You that the Spirit of God does not fill 

the world, but we gather here today to say the Spirit of God fills this church because we believers gather here and 

You are residing in our hearts.  Father, I pray You will build up believers individually beginning with me.  I’m not 

pointing my finger at anyone—it’s between You and me.  I pray You will build me up to serve You better.  Maybe 

others want to join with me and say “Lord, I rededicate my life to serve You well and serve You better because 

You live in my heart.  Help me always to stand for you and be a witness for Jesus Christ.”  If there’s one here today 

who doesn’t know You, help them realize You died for them.  You died on the cross to purchase our life to forgive 

us, to purchase us out of sin.  The price was very, very high for Jesus but the gift is free for any who will receive 

Him.  I pray one or more will come today and say “Lord Jesus, I need You as my Savior.”  Only heaven will know 

how many come today.  I pray the Holy Spirit will take up residence in their lives and change them from hell-bound 

to heaven-bound.  Bless us, Lord, we pray.  Thank You for meeting our needs.  Amen. 
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