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Good morning.  Today’s passage is not an easy one to preach!  I’m going to tell you what Jesus says as the truth 

we need to hear.  Every word of this Bible is God’s Word.  Whether it’s truth, easy to hear or hard to hear, we need 

to study it, know it, and take it to heart.  I have learned so much after reading this Gospel more than fifty-five 

years—it’s taken on a whole new brilliance to me.  Let’s recap to where we’ve been. 

 

As we opened Chapter 13, Jesus meets with His twelve disciples in a private room on Thursday night before the 

cross on Friday.  He celebrates the Passover meal with them, drawing from it the Lord’s Supper.  The Master and 

Creator of the universe humbles Himself on His knees and washes their feet.  Teaching them a lesson in humility, 

He says “If your master washes your feet, you’re to go and do likewise to help and take care of others in humble 

service.”  There’s no service that is too humble or lowly for us.  If Jesus could wash His disciples’ feet, then we 

should be able to do anything for anyone in need.  He then dismisses Judas Iscariot from the room as His betrayer.  

This evening ends at the conclusion of Chapter 14.  Jesus and now His eleven disciples leave the room and begin 

walking towards the Garden of Gethsemane.  When you open Chapter 18, you’ll see they arrive there.  Chapters 

15, 16, and 17 encapsulate their walk and Jesus’ teachings.  As we start today’s Scripture, their walk has begun.  In 

the first part of Chapter 15, Jesus talks about being the main vine planted in the love, grace, and life of God.  He 

tells the disciples they’re the main branches attached to the vine and are to be productive.  If a branch is cut off a 

grapevine, it quickly withers and dies.  If a person is not attached to the vine of the Lord Jesus Christ, they’re headed 

towards death.  They can’t be productive and bear fruit.  Fruit can only come when you’re empowered by the grace 

of God.  You are born with a specific set of talents, but they can’t be set into motion to serve Him until you know 

Him.  The ten youth and adults who were baptized this morning are now ready to begin their service to God.  

They’re ready to use their talents, no matter their age, and be His representative and witness in this world. 

 

The climax and pinnacle of this teaching in John is found in Chapter 15:9 “As the Father hath loved me, so have 

I loved you: continue ye in my love.”  Jesus says the Father God has loved Me and has given Me a task in this 

incarnate form—with flesh—that I will carry out tomorrow.  The disciples don’t know He’s going to die on the 

cross for the sin of the world.  The Son loves us—He gives us life, hope, eternity but He also gives us something 

to do.  No one is to live in this world as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and do nothing with their talents and 

gifts.  Every one of us is entrusted to serve Him in the ways He’s called us to do so. 

 

As we start today’s passage, He gives His disciples a stark reality that will take place in their lives.  They would 

inevitably be able to expect this to happen.  Many preachers of comfort and prosperity will not touch these verses 

because they’re confrontational, but we need to hear them.  Jesus says to the men who will carry out His ministry 

that this is the truth of God.  You’ll be a hated group of men; the world is going to hate you simply because you’ve 

been associated with Me and because I’m your Savior.  The Greek word for hatred is “miséō.”  It means malicious, 

murderous hatred—not just a dislike.  Let’s now begin with today’s Scripture. 
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Sermon #51 from the Gospel of John 

 

“Hatred and Hope” 

 

John 15:18-27 (King James Version) 

 



“18If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  19If ye were of the world, the world 

would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 

the world hateth you.  20Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. 

If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours 

also.  21But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent 

me.  22If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their 

sin.  23He that hateth me hateth my Father also.  24If I had not done among them the works which none other 

man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.  25But this 

cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.  
26But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 

which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  27And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have 

been with me from the beginning.” 

 

Who is the “world” in verse 18?  In the Bible, world is used three different ways: (1) The planet God created.  This 

is a Mike Fitzgerald belief: I believe this little blue, water-covered planet is the jewel and centerpiece of God’s 

universe—the diamond on the necklace of creation.  I believe that because God Himself walked here in incarnate 

form in Jesus Christ, He came to save us by way of the cross.  I believe this planet earth outnumbered and outsized 

by so many others is the place where God’s heart and love is.  Scientists will most likely disagree with me, but I 

really don’t care!  (2) World means the world of human beings—“God so loved the world…”  Humanity—men, 

women, boys, girls are the world.  (3) In today’s passage world means the collection of people and all the nations 

who are not saved, not forgiven, not following Jesus and God’s will.  They’re opposed to Him and do not want 

Him.  It also means the world of finance and government that reject God Almighty. 

 

Today’s “world” in verse 18 says I don’t need any god.  I am strong, rich, intelligent, wise.  If I need a god, I’ll 

create one for myself; I won’t have to follow him.  That god will cater to me!  That thought about God is indeed in 

our world today.  The Bible is very plain that we do not follow “that” world; we don’t believe that’s the route to 

God whatsoever.  That’s the world Jesus describes in the Sermon on the Mount Matthew 7:13 “…wide is the 

gate…”  Believers in God come through the narrow gate one at a time through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior.  As you come through that narrow gate, the way opens up as you serve, love, and worship Him.  It opens 

up into the family of heaven.  The wide gate is where people are going to walk through as a community together, 

doing their own thing—not caring about God or following Him.  Their theme is “I did it my way!  Not God’s way, 

but my way!”  Jesus describes that world as being lost; their way gets narrower and narrower and leads to hell—

the loneliest place in the universe.  In 1 John 2, he (the same John who wrote today’s Scripture) says we’re not to 

live in or love that world.  Romans 12:1-2 says do not be conformed to that world; don’t form your life around the 

lost world.  Listen, not one soul can live in the lost world and live in the will of God.  Jesus says it best in Matthew 

6:24 “No man can serve two masters…Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”  You cannot serve God and money, 

possessions, fame—you can’t live with one foot in the world and one foot in the faith. 

 

Jesus gives His disciples a real shot of reality the night before the cross.  The unsaved, “me-first” people of the 

world will hate you.  The world will not pat you on the back for being My ministers.  The cross is a few hours 

away; He didn’t have time to “sugar coat” or embellish anything.  The hate of the world towards Jesus was under 

God’s perfect will and plan to bring salvation to the world, but in the earthly sense it was the Roman government  
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and the Jewish religious leaders who succeeded in sending Jesus Christ to the cross and literally killing Him.  They 

thought it was their part—God simply allowed it.  Why did they hate Him so much?  Read verse 22. 

 

Jesus told them what sin truly is; He told them their lives were fake and phony especially the religious leaders who 

taught the Word of God but did not have the Word of God in their hearts.  They hated Him for that and devised a 

plan to murder Him.  If the Savior, the perfect Lamb of God, was persecuted He teaches us if we’re truly His 

servants, disciples, and believers we’ll be prepared for the same kind of treatment.  Read verse 19.  Jesus says when 

we’re saved, given our life to Him as believers, He pulls us off the wide road and out of the crowd of humanistic 

self-centered people.  He puts us on a higher, narrow road of service to Him alone.  When that lost world sees us 

with a higher standard, a different code of ethics, a different way of understanding truth, the courage to live for the 

Savior alone, they hate us because we’re different.  We walk a different road; we follow the footsteps of a Savior 

who gave Himself for us.  That puts us as odds with a world that rejects Him and would rather dishonor Him than 

honor Him.  Read verse 23.  Many people on this earth talk about God—Muslims, Buddhists, Jehovah Witnesses, 

Scientologists.  There are many so-called “churches” that preach about God.  Be very wary and suspicious of anyone 

who sidesteps Jesus—of anyone who preaches or teaches about God but never mentions Jesus.  They are wrong, 

sinful, and lost!  If He is not in the quotient, there’s something wrong there.  He said if you can’t mention Me, you 

can’t speak about My Father.  You hate my Father, if you hate Me.  To deny or sidestep Jesus is not of God.  The 

truth of Jesus Christ offends the world.  We who live for Him are offensive in the world.   

 

Billy Sunday, the great evangelist who was the predecessor to Billy Graham, preached crusades during the 1900’s.  

Pastor Clyde said there was a remote chance he preached here around the turn of the century.  He preached the 

Word of God and nothing less.  While speaking in a large city, the local leaders told him before his crusade that he 

was offending their city.  You’re preaching about morals, about drinking, living outside of the world of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  You’re rubbing the fur on the cat the wrong way.  Billy Sunday said that’s because the cat is lost and 

headed for hell; if we turn him around in salvation, I’ll be rubbing him the right way!  I’ve followed the teaching 

of J. Vernon McGee a long time.  He would say I’m going to give you an invitation to the Lord Jesus Christ tonight; 

I want you to come to Him as Savior.  It’s totally up to you whether you accept or reject Him.  I cannot influence 

your personal decision.  It’s your responsibility, and I will either be your best friend in heaven or your worst enemy 

when you enter hell because I made the truth known to you.  It’s a sad day and a sad decision when someone turns 

down that invitation to accept Jesus—eternity hangs on Him. 

 

That truth angers the world—it says you’re going to hell; the world doesn’t want to hear that!  Make no mistake, 

church.  The world hates us and turns against us.  If you don’t believe that, watch TV after 8 pm.  You’ll see 

complete lack of morals, evil lifestyles, gay lifestyles.  One show I’ve seen advertised has men dressing as women—

gross!  Be watchful and careful of what you allow in your home!  The lost world is trying to get in, and a major 

thoroughfare is that box that sits in your living room.  Over half of Christian young people have been brainwashed 

to believe that living together without being married is OK.  That’s not what the Bible says! 1 Corinthians 6, it says 

adultery and fornication will never enter the Kingdom of God.  Jesus did not just warn us—He assured us that 

standing on this Word will put us at odds with the world if we’re going to be serious about it.  If we’re not going to 

accommodate the world, we’re to stand up to the world as the salt of the earth.  We’re supposed to be change agents 

bringing the truth. 
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Read verses 26-27.  Jesus speaks in the future tense—when the Holy Spirit comes.  It has not come yet; it would 

come on the Day of Pentecost after His death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven.  When the church is born is 

when the Holy Spirit is sent from God to the church.  Today, we have the Holy Spirit living in our hearts.  The 

Spirit of God animates us, empowers, and impassions us to stand for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus said when you 

have the Holy Spirit in you, which we have, and go through hatred, criticism, persecution, and rejection He will 

comfort us.  The Lord living in us will lead us and let us know we are following Him which will strengthen us for 

the journey in a culture which rejects Him so much.  Jesus tells His disciples “I’m giving you boldness here to stand 

up to the world that hates you.  I’m going to be living in your heart, not just walking by your side as I do now.”  He 

said the Holy Spirit shall testify of me.  How does that happen?  Through us and our testimony to the world of the 

Holy Spirit living in us.  You and I are the voice of a God calling people to the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. 

 

I don’t want this to be a “downer” sermon for you.  Don’t leave here thinking the world is going to hate you and 

you have no reason to be there.  Jesus tells us what to expect—it’s just reality and truth.  It was truth in the disciples’ 

day and still is today.  Jesus said don’t be scared, church; don’t hang your head in shame.  Don’t compromise the 

fact that you know Me, believe Me, and want to walk with Me.  His strength is upon you, His protection is around 

you, His Word is within you, His life shines from You.  His truth will always prevail; we’re on the winning side!  

Read the end of the Book!  There’s nothing to hide or be ashamed of.  We just need to stand up and be the people 

of courage Jesus asks us to be—just as He asked His disciples.  Remember the words from 1 John 4:4 “…greater 

is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”  Recommit your life, believer, to standing up, standing true, 

standing strong.  Praise God for the church.  Praise God we have one another and that we love each other.  I depend 

on you, church, and I love you.  We need to walk out into the world and share the Savior because the world is dying 

and going to hell.  God would much rather adopt those people as His sons and daughters.  Be strong in the Word, 

in your witness.  Don’t compromise.  Rededicate your life today and say “Lord, I promise I’m going to allow you 

to guide me every single day.  This is my covenant and commitment to You; help me with that conviction.”  

 

If you’ve never come to Jesus as Lord and Savior, don’t be fooled or misled.  The world will tell you it’s foolish to 

go to church and weakness to think you need a Savior.  Don’t be fooled into thinking you can speak the name of 

Jesus and something gets accomplished in your life.  The world will also say you can live in agreement with the 

world, still go to church, and serve God.  Jesus said it’s all or nothing.  There’s no such thing as a foot in the world 

and a foot in the church.  “I surrender all…”  It’s no use to come to Jesus as your Savior if you say I’ll give you a 

little bit or give you what I choose.  When you come to Him, you lay everything you have and everything you are 

at the foot of the cross and say “Everything I have is Yours.  You take me as I am; forgive me and use me in Your 

Kingdom.  I give You my all.”  That’s what He wants and expects.  Become His son or daughter today by saying 

“I believe Jesus died on the cross and rose from the grave so I would have eternal life.  I accept Him as My Savior.”   

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, thank You for these precious moments.  I pray we’ll come to the truth of understanding.  

Sometimes living in this world we’ll encounter persecution.  But Jesus told His disciples I drew you out of this 

world and gave you a new purpose for living.  I gave you salvation, eternal life.  I’m giving you ministry and 

sometimes people will reject, persecute, criticize you.  As He told them, He’s telling us to stand strong.  Don’t hide 

Me or hang your head.  In the end, I will prevail.  Help us, Father, to make that commitment.  If there’s one who 

needs you as Savior, I pray he or she will come and say “Lord, I lay it all on the altar before You.  I don’t want to 

hide anything from You.  I ask Your forgiveness of my sin.”  Thank You for meeting our needs.  Amen. 
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