
         
                   

    

 

  

 

                                                                                  

 

Good morning and welcome to all worshipping with us in person or via media.  We’re about two-thirds through the 

great Gospel of John.  It’s a great study; I’ve learned so much having read it from the beginning in Sunday School.  

My prayer is that you have as well.  The old disciple John wrote this word, having walked with Jesus three years in 

ministry.  John and his brother joined that band of twelve disciples and followed Jesus’ footsteps.  They heard His 

sermons, saw His miracles, saw Him transform lives—even their own.  Some fifty years later, God moved on John’s 

heart and inspired him to write down this account of Jesus’ life.  It’s not a full account—it doesn’t include everything 

Jesus did.  At the end of the Gospel, John said if he wrote it all down the world could not contain the books.  The 

purpose of his writing this Gospel was to bring the world to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  That’s still the purpose and is 

still why we preach it—people need Jesus as Savior.  That’s central to our message and to our work from this church 

to this county and throughout the world as God opens the doors for us. 

 

Let me set the stage for where we are.  In Chapter 13, Jesus meets on a Thursday night—the night before the cross on 

Friday—to share some private time with His disciples.  However, the disciples did not know that; only Jesus knew 

the cross was coming.  He shared the Passover meal with them which celebrates the freedom of the Israelites from 

slavery in Egypt through God’s grace.  He extends the teaching further to say there’s a greater freedom—forgiveness, 

eternal life, living the purpose God created your life to be but it only comes through Jesus as Lord and Savior and 

God of your life.  After supper, Jesus showed the disciples the supreme model of servanthood.  God Incarnate, Jesus 

Christ, God Himself walking the earth bows on His knees to wash His disciples’ feet—the lowliest task of the lowliest 

servant in a household.  He told them “I have ministered to you, now you go and minister to others.”  He’s teaching 

them that they’re to walk in the world as ministers.  Jesus then dismisses His betrayer, Judas Iscariot—a man who 

followed His ministry for three years but was still a lost man.  I think there’s a symbolism there—someone can sit in 

a church pew fifty years and still be lost.  You need to give your heart to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  The 

pew won’t save you; only Jesus can!  What we see here is that Jesus lays aside His own fear, anxiety, the weight of 

the cross on His shoulders and is able to look beyond that to comfort His disciples. 

 

Then we come to the end of Chapter 14.  The meeting in the private room ends, and darkness is falling.  Judas Iscariot 

went out into the darkness of the night with a dark heart; he was not only unsaved but Satan had literally taken up 

residence in him.  As that betrayal from Judas Iscariot is coming, Jesus tells His disciples in verse 31 “Arise, let us 

go hence.”  They leave the room where they shared the Passover, heard His teaching, had their feet washed, and saw 

the betrayer exit.  I believe as they leave this room they’re on a pathway that ultimately will lead to the Garden of 

Gethsemane where Jesus will pray late into the evening—so deeply and fervently that He would sweat drops of blood. 

 

Where we start today in Chapter 15 and until we get to Chapter 17:26, Jesus is walking.  He has His eleven disciples 

with Him, and they’re traveling toward the Garden of Gethsemane.  All along the way Jesus is teaching them in each 

step they take together.  In my mind as I picture this journey is that one of the first places they pass is a vineyard—a 

plot of land dedicated to growing grapes; it’s kind of like a children’s sermon.    
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“1I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  2Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and 

every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.  3Now ye are clean through the word 

which I have spoken unto you.  4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 

the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.  5I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 

the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.  6If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a 

branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.  7If ye abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  8Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 

bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” 

 

May God add His blessing to this teaching moment that Jesus shares with His disciples and now, two thousand years 

later, He shares with us.  Very few of us know much about growing and harvesting a vineyard.  A grapevine consists of 

a large trunk vine which goes into the ground and draws its life and nourishment from there.  This vine grows out of the 

ground from which it’s planted.  Smaller branches are attached to the trunk of the vine; these branches can live because 

they’re drawing life from the trunk vine.  They have one solitary job—to produce fruit.  Overseeing that vine in the 

vineyard is the vinedresser or “husbandman.”  That’s God Almighty in this “children’s version” He teaches to His 

disciples about being attached to the vine.  The vinedresser is a professional who knows all about healthy vines.  

Periodically, he will cut and prune those branches not to hurt them but to make them more productive.  He’s concerned 

that vine put out as much produce as it possibly can.  He makes sure the branches on the vine are in top-notch health to 

yield the greatest crop.  Jesus says in verse 1 “I am the trunk vine, and you are the branches.  I’m the giver of life to 

every person, to every branch that’s attached to the vine.”  When a man, woman, boy, or girl professes faith and trust in 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, that life becomes a branch attached to the vine and draws life from and through Him.  

Every branch draws nourishment from Him.  We’re to live in Him, for Him, by Him and be ministers in His name.  Jesus 

says “Apart from Me, you will wither and die.  But if you’re attached to Me, you can flourish, live, and be productive.” 

 

I truly believe God created every one of us specifically for a purpose in life.  He created you with certain talents and 

gifts to serve Him.  You cannot fulfill your purpose or exercise your gifts until you know Jesus as Lord and Savior.  At 

that moment is when you get impassioned and energized to use your gifts to fulfill the purpose He created you for; we’re 

to live for His glory in that purpose because we’re attached to the vine.  The Father, the Overseer, the Husbandman, the 

grapevine dresser oversees and prunes the vines as necessary to produce fruit from us.  Jesus is the trunk vine, and every 

one of us, as believers, are attached to that vine through faith in Jesus Christ and draw our life and strength through Him.  

Any person who never attaches to the vine, who never comes to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, will die.  The Biblical 

term for death means “when the wages of sin is death” it will be an eternal death.  There’s no such thing as dying, fading 

away, or going off in the nether regions never to be seen again—the world would love to picture death in that way.  That 

place is hell—this is true because the Bible teaches us so.  As in nature, a branch cannot live outside of the vine.  Every 

person needs to connect to the life of Jesus Christ.  That’s why the invitation is for every single person, no matter where 

you’re from or who you are.  You need to know Him.  If you’ve never met or received Him as your Savior, He wants to 

know you and give you life.  He wants to attach you to the trunk vine through your faith. 

 

Read verses 2-4.  Once we understand we need to be connected to the vine of Jesus Christ, He tells us if you’re attached 

to Me, you have one single, solitary function—to bear fruit.  We are to be productive in the kingdom of God.  No branch 

on a grapevine has a purpose if it doesn’t produce grapes.  Jesus uses this illustration to say if you’re going to be 

productive in me you have to bear fruit.  Reach out every day for the Lord Jesus Christ—live for Him, be productive for  
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Him in some form of ministry.  If you’re on vacation, great—have a good time but don’t forget you’re a minister there.  

Ministry is always at the forefront of our minds; we’re attached to the vine trunk of Jesus Christ.  We draw life from His 

Holy Word, according to verse 3.  We’re to stay in daily prayer with our Lord, according to verse 7, and be obedient to 

Him as our life giver.  Our life becomes as extension of the trunk vine, Jesus Christ, and we’re going to produce fruit as 

witnesses and ministers.  Every branch, every Christian is talented to produce some quantity of fruit in your life.  Every 

branch has a unique and divine purpose.  God Almighty, the Vinedresser, will shape and prune you and me to be the 

most productive.  He’ll prune off our sin and deadness and will bring to our hearts and minds those things we need to 

leave behind.  It’s important to know He’s working and shaping our living tissue to be ministers for Him.  The basic 

point of a grapevine is this: The branches produce wonderful fruit, but they never consume their own fruit.  True ministry 

is not about my comfort—it’s reaching someone else with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Ministry is always 

directed to the person in need. 

 

God does not honor non-productive branches; He doesn’t want us to come to Him fruitless.  He does not bless believers 

connected to the vine who are too lazy or too busy to produce fruit.  Many people have used a couple of verses to say a 

saved person can be lost again.  Read verse 2, then 6.  I do not believe a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ will ever 

be lost; there is security in salvation.  In 1 Corinthians 3:14-15 we read: “14If any man’s work abide which he hath built 

thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  15If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 

saved; yet so as by fire.”  If any Christian believer’s life is in non-ministry mode producing nothing for the Kingdom’s 

work, he or she will not be lost.  They will not be divorced by Jesus.  But all their work on earth, all the produce they 

gave their energy to will be burned away—it will be worthless and not come to the Kingdom of God.  The only thing 

that will stand for eternity is the produce of our life for Jesus Christ—what fruit you produced in your own personal 

ministry because of the gifts and talents He bestowed upon you.  How did you touch others for the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

I think the two saddest moments of eternity will be one for a saved person, one for a lost person.  For a lost person, a 

non-believer is when God says, according to Matthew 25:41 “…depart from me into everlasting fire…”  Your rejection 

of Him will stand for all eternity; you’ll never see Him again.  I cannot imagine a Christ-less eternity.  I grieve lost 

people; we should shed tears for them.  For the Christian believer attached to the vine in salvation would be hearing 

Jesus say: “You came to Me, you trusted your life to Me in faith and I began preparing a home for you in heaven.  I will 

not break my promise—that I would save you and you would live in heaven with Me, but you brought Me nothing from 

your life that I gave to you.  I gave you years of life and thousands of opportunities, but you didn’t use an opportunity 

to produce any fruit for the Kingdom of God.  You threw your life away; you have lost friends in hell because you 

withheld the Gospel from them.  No fruit, no produce—your children and grandchildren couldn’t follow you as a godly 

example because you never laid down godly footprints for them to come to Jesus.  “You gave your life to Me but you 

never produced fruit in your children or grandchildren or family; you were fruitless.  You sat in church but the church 

suffered with no help, no ministry.  You didn’t plug in anywhere.” 

 

Let me close this sermon with my commentary; I can’t add anything to the last verse today.  Do you notice the connection 

there?  We glorify God by producing fruit—ministry.  Jesus also said you identify as My disciples by producing fruit, 

by bringing produce to the Kingdom of God.  A true disciple of Jesus will do something to bear fruit.  How embarrassing 

to come to the gate of glory and have nothing to offer!  Why do you bring any offering?  Why do you bring fruit?  In 

thanksgiving because Jesus saved you and me.  We thank Him, glorify Him, lift Him up every day we live that others 

may come to know Him as Lord and Savior and be discipled in Him.  I pray for 100% of the church to work together to  
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be a ministry force in this world.  God has opened the door that we don’t just touch Amherst County but have the 

opportunity to touch the entire world with the Gospel of the living Lord Jesus Christ—what a blessing!  We are called 

not 20%, not 40%, not 75% but all of us 100%--are called to produce fruit.  That means when we put together our 

ministry team not one slot should be open.  In fact, there ought to be a waiting list of people wanting a job to do!  When 

we’re truly productive in the Kingdom of God, everyone wants to be in ministry.  Church is one of the primary ways to 

share in that. 

 

My prayer today—beginning with behind the pulpit to the front—is we rededicate our lives to not wasting a day.  I pray 

we will be ministers in the Kingdom of God and every morning as we awake, it will be in the front of our minds—what 

fruit can I produce today?  What can I do for the ministry of the Kingdom of God?  Who can I touch?  Where will God 

allow me to cross paths with someone who needs a touch from Jesus Christ?  You will be amazed how God will open 

the opportunities for you and me to produce fruit.  I pray all of us will glorify Him, uplift Him.  My hope and desire is 

that one day all of Clifford Baptist Church will stand before God Almighty and that the Lord will look on us and say 

“Well done.”  Today, if you do not know Him as Lord and Savior, I want you to know that at this moment without Jesus 

as your Savior, you are dying.  If you end this life without Him and never connecting to His vine, you will die for eternity 

in hell.  That’s what the Bible says!  Jesus is waiting on you.  The vine is waiting to attach you as a branch when you 

say “Lord Jesus, I believe You died on the cross to take away my sin.  You shed Your blood so I didn’t have to shed 

mine.  When You walked from the grave, you proved I, too, will live for all eternity with you.  I trust you and open my 

heart to You as Lord and Savior.  I give You all I have so You can use me in the Kingdom.”  Do it now.   

 

 

Let us Pray:  Father God, thank You for these moments.  I pray we have this mental image of being productive in 

the Kingdom of God.  As a grapevine produces grapes, we’re to produce good works for You.  We don’t do good 

works to get a pat on the back.  We reach out in the love of Jesus with good works so we can say “Thank You, Lord.  

Thank You for saving me; I did not deserve it.  I was not worthy of it—it was a gift of grace.  I’m reaching other 

people; I want to be productive in the Kingdom of God.  I don’t want one person to cross my path and not know 

Jesus.  Help me, Father, to be a witness for You and share the love of Christ where I live and work.  I want to be a 

branch on the vine that’s productive.”  If there’s someone today who’s never come to You, they can say “Yes, Lord, 

I accept You as my Savior.  I give my heart to You.  I believe You died on the cross that I might live forgiven and 

live out Your purpose.”  Bless us in these moments of decision.  I pray a blessing upon this church that one day You 

will say “Well done, good and faithful servants.  You’ve been productive in My Kingdom.”  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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