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Happy Father’s Day to all the Dads!  What a great blessing and privilege God gives us to be fathers and mentors to 

youngsters and young people.  We need to take that position in life very seriously as we have that opportunity to 

touch their lives.  Here’s a bit of Father’s Day humor I came across:  (1) I gave my Father $100 and told him to buy 

something that would make his life easier; he went out and bought a gift for my mother!  (2) Mark Twain wrote 

“When I was a boy of 14, my Father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around.  But when I 

got to be 21, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years!” 

 

Before we start today’s passage, here’s a brief recap.  We took an intimate look at Jesus sharing the Passover meal 

with His disciples and the humility of the Son of God kneeling down and washing their filthy feet.  This took place 

on Thursday before the Friday of the cross.  Jesus approaches each disciple; the God of the Universe is willing to 

perform the lowliest task of the lowliest household servant in the Roman Empire.  As the disciples received this 

washing, they were awestruck and speechless that their Lord and Master would bow down and do that.  The room 

was silent until Jesus gets to Peter.  He tells Jesus “You will never wash my feet; I will not allow you to do that in 

that lowly manner.”  Jesus said “If I do not wash you, you have no part in Me.”  We all need the total bath of washing 

of salvation, forgiveness of sin, cleansing our hearts, and lifting the guilt with the promise of heaven and eternity with 

our God.  Jesus also washed their feet in remembrance and a reminder that every day, even though we had a total 

bath, we need washing of our feet, hands, and mind in order we stay clean in the journey.  We still deal with sin, and 

sin can still mount up against us so we ask Him daily to clean and restore us.  This is what He was doing with Peter.  

Also, in this group of men is Judas Iscariot.  John does not record one word from him as Jesus approaches Judas.  He 

allowed Jesus to wash his feet but in the three years walking with Him, He never allowed Him to wash his heart.  

Judas Iscariot was an unsaved man, even though he was with Jesus on a daily basis.  He was a hard man—closed to 

the Savior.  He opened a very dangerous door; he didn’t have the breastplate of protection over his heart.  Thus, he 

was conversing with Satan himself.  Satan was devising a plan of Jesus’ murder which he delivered like a “dart” into 

Judas Iscariot’s heart.  The dart sunk deep as that plan came to fruition. 

 

Was Jesus unaware that there was a lost man among His disciples?  No!  Jesus knew fully well that Judas Iscariot 

was a lost man and would eventually be His betrayer.  Refer to John 6:64.  Jesus said “But there are some of you 

that believe not.  For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.”  

He knew His betrayer walked by His side for three years.  Refer to Psalm 41:9 “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in 

whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.”  Jesus tells this group of men at 

Passover that one of you has posed as my friend all these years, but you’re my betrayer.  The Lord constantly tells 

His disciples to follow, believe, and trust Him, but He knows there’s one in this group who never did. 

 

“18I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth 

bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.  19Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, 

ye may believe that I am he.  20Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth  
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me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.  21When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit,  

and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.   22Then the disciples looked 

one on another, doubting of whom he spake.  23Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom 

Jesus loved. (This is John; he never calls himself by name—it’s always the one whom Jesus loved.)  24Simon Peter 

therefore beckoned to him that he should ask who it should be of whom he spake.  25He then lying on Jesus’ breast 

saith unto him, Lord, who is it?  26Jesus answered, He it is to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it.  And 

when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.  27And after the sop, Satan entered unto 

him.  Then said Jesus unto him, “That thou doest, do quickly.  28Now no man at the table knew for what intent he 

spake this unto him.  29For some of them thought because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those 

things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.  30He then having received 

the sop went immediately out: and it was night.” 

 

This is about twelve hours before the cross comes to Jesus Christ.  He will have a very restless, sleepless night prior 

to that time.  He’ll have an awful arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane; fake trials; denied by his lead disciple Peter.  

He’ll have a scourging on His body where He loses so much blood He almost dies from that.  Jesus would endure 

mockery and emotional pain of people spitting on Him and slapping Him.  He would wear a crown of thorns that 

night and hear shouts of His own family “Crucify him!”  This is before He even gets to the cross.  The weight of the 

sin of the world—every single human being— is on His shoulders which was much greater than the agony of the 

cross.  Read verse 21 again—Jesus was “…troubled in spirit…”  The word troubled in Greek is “etarachthē” which 

means to feel such anxiety, stress, and pain that it brings a person to the point of human horror to bear. 

 

Judas Iscariot was in the room with a smile that deceived all the other disciples that night; they had no idea of the 

plan brewing in his heart.  Peter and John are dying to know who this betrayer is going to be.  Even though artists 

have depicted the Lord’s Supper at a table, but in reality the men were in a reclining position.  That symbolized the 

relaxation of the Israelites after they were released from slavery in Egypt.  In verse 25, John literally has his head on 

Jesus’ chest.  Peter gets John’s attention—ask Him, who is the betrayer?  Jesus says the betrayer is the man to whom 

I’m going to offer the sop of the Passover meal.  Sop is a piece of bread that’s dipped into a mixture of apples, nuts, 

dates, and raisins mashed into a paste (charosheth) that could be dipped out with the bread.  Jesus, as leader of the 

Passover meal, offers that piece of bread with the charosheth to the guest of honor—Judas Iscariot.  This is the 

climatic moment of his life—he could turn his back on sin, Satan, the betrayal and run into Jesus’ arms.  He would 

have received him, forgiven him, and adopted him as His son.  Remember, no person is outside the forgiveness of 

Jesus Christ!  But Judas’ heart was hard; he continued to refuse Jesus.  Read verse 27 again—Satan entered Judas.  

The disciples did not understand “…what thou doest, do quickly.”  Read verse 29 again. 

 

As Judas leaves the room, John notes in verse 30 “…it was night.”  It was “night” in Judas’ heart—it was dark.  Satan 

literally taking up residence inside of him.  When Judas left the room, so did Satan.  Remember, God is omnipresent, 

omniscient, all-knowing, and everywhere at the same time.  Satan is not.  Now the whole tenor and atmosphere of 

the room changed.  A lost man was gone, as well as the demonic force.   

 

Let’s begin reading verse 31 to the end of the chapter.  “31Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said Now is the 

Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him.  32If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in 

himself, and shall straightaway glorify him.  33Little children, yet a little while I am with you.  Ye shall seek me  
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and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, yet cannot come, so now I say to you.  34A new commandment I give 

unto you, that ye love one another as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  35By this shall all men 

know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.  36Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest 

thou?  Jesus answered him, Whither I go, though canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards.  
37Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now?  I will lay down my life for thy sake.  38Jesus answered 

him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake?  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow till thou 

hast denied me thrice.”  In verses 31-33 Jesus speaks of glory: He’s going to glorify the Father, and the Father is 

going to glorify His only son.  Even as Jesus is facing the cross with its agony, searing pain, and the weight of sin on 

His shoulders, He looks beyond all that to the glory and joy that is going to come to be able to offer salvation to all 

people of all shades of color and nations.  The pain of the coming hours will give the ability of Jesus to offer eternity 

to anyone who will come to Him in faith. 

 

Read Hebrews 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  The cross was 

ultimately an instrument of joy for Jesus Christ.  Yes, it was agonizing and painful but it became His joy because you 

and I might be forgiven as He took our place on the cross.  Praise God for that good news!   Read John 13:33 again.  

Jesus refers to His disciples as “little children.”  The Greek word for that is “teknion” which means the deepest love 

you can have for your family and what you would do to maintain that love.  I love my two grandsons, ages 4 and 2, 

so much that I would take a bullet for them.  On a human level that’s my understanding.  On a Godly level, Jesus 

Christ took our bullet on the cross that we would be forgiven and saved.  He calls His disciples “little children”, and 

He calls us the same thing.  He loves us so much that when He endured the cross, your name and mine were on the 

cross and on His heart.  Jesus tells His disciples it’s not time for them to be there.  He tells them “I’m completing my 

ministry and through the cross, resurrection, and forty days of presence on earth I’m going to ascend back to My 

Father—to heaven, to the throne of glory, authority, and power.  You’re going to stay here and not follow Me.  I’m 

passing the baton of ministry to you; you’re taking up where I am in My footsteps.  You’re going to take the Gospel 

into the world.”  The disciples did that for as long as they could; most died martyr’s death as young men.  John, this 

Gospel writer, lived into his nineties. 

 

Two thousand+ years later, you and I hold the baton.  We’re charged with ministry and given the commandment to 

take the Good News into the world.  Jesus tells His disciples: “Before I leave, I’m giving you a new commandment.”  

He’s implying this commandment is in addition to the Ten Commandments.  He can call it a new one, because He 

was the author of the first ten!  The disciples would hear and understand this commandment—but not completely this 

night in that room while they celebrated Passover, had their feet washed, and talked about the kingdom’s work.  They 

would understand this commandment the best tomorrow when wherever they were—from the foot of the cross into 

the shadows, they saw Jesus die for them.  They would understand—love each other.  Agape love, not brotherly—

but self-sacrificing love.  I will do whatever I can to Your honor and benefit.  We’re to love and care for one another.  

Jesus told His disciples—love one another.  Don’t betray or turn your back on one another.  Don’t let a little spat tear 

you apart.  Continue to walk arm-in-arm in the ministry of Jesus Christ.  All people will understand you belong to 

Me by the way you treat one another when you love each other.  You take the Gospel into the world by showing My 

love to a world that needs My love.  Carry this Gospel on after I’m gone.  I’m going to leave you, but you will join 

Me one day to come by God’s will and His plan.  Today—carry My baton, My love, live it with one another and take 

it as My men of ministry into the world. 
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As Chapter 13 ends, Peter can’t contain himself once again!  As the most outspoken, he says “Lord, why can’t I 

follow You?  Why can’t I come where You’re going?  No matter where You go, Lord, I’m going to be on Your heels.  

I’ll be there with You—even to the death.  If You lay down Your life, I will lay down my life.”  Read verse 38.  Jesus 

tells Peter “your words are big right now, but after you go through this night in the morning, you will deny me.” 

 

The title of my message today is “On His Way.”  Judas Iscariot is on his way to betrayal.  Peter is on his way to 

denial.  Jesus, the Son of God, is on His way to the old rugged cross.  We’re in the heart of the day of our salvation.  

We should be as awed and humbled as those disciples who got their feet washed that night; we’re included in this 

account in the Bible.  It’s about us, our forgiveness, our salvation.   Believers today, we thank God we have a Savior 

who loved us so deeply with so much commitment that He went to the cross.  That’s the truest definition of love—

He laid down His life for you and me.  His word to us now is love each other.  If we don’t love each other as the body 

of Christ gathered here today, we can’t take love into the world.  We have to work together, pull together, contribute 

our talents together, share the ministry together.  There’s no such thing as a “pew potato.”  All of us have something 

to do in the kingdom’s work.  Every one of us is called and commissioned as believers to contribute our time and 

talents to get it done.  You can do something that no one else in this congregation can do—contribute that to the 

church.  Love each other and work together so the Gospel can go out these doors to a lost, desperate, hurting, dying 

world that needs to hear the name of Jesus Christ and see His love exemplified in us.  That’s the commission to the 

disciples, and two thousand+ years later, it’s yours and mine.  Take the Good News of the love of Christ to the world.  

A preacher said many years ago “Lost people need to know that somebody cares enough to look for them, but you 

will never look for them unless you love them.”  There’s truth in that statement—love people with the love of Christ. 

 

God allowed us to walk together this past year; it’s been a hard one and I’m so glad to see this end of the tunnel.  

Praise God, I believe it’s the love of Jesus Christ we see the church coming back together.  We see the people of God, 

not just gathering to worship but to be a passionate mission force in the world.  That’s what has kept us together—

the love and harmony of Jesus Christ and honoring one another.  God is teaching us that we’ve learned a new level 

of love this past year—it was not misspent or time wasted.  I missed you this past year; I love you more because I 

missed you!  I pray that binds us together now on this side of the pandemic.  We need to leave these doors and honor 

the words of Jesus in John 13:34:  “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another as I have 

loved you, that ye also love one another.”  Lost people need someone to look for them; will we do this in the week 

to come with His love in our heart?  You can only look if you truly love.  I praise God for this church body and our 

commission to take the Gospel into the world.  I pray all of us will commit our lives to that.  You will cross paths 

with someone this week—not by luck or chance—it will be an appointment.  Show them the love of Christ. 

 

If you’ve never received Jesus as Lord and Savior, know He created you and loves you.  He knows everything about 

you because He put you together.  A barrier, sin, has come between you and Him.  Know Jesus Himself loves you so 

much He went to the cross and bore its punishment to take our place that we would be forgiven.  He says today is the 

day you can come and receive Me as Lord and Savior of your life.  He’s waiting with open arms to receive you today.  

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, I pray we will return the love You have given so freely to us back to You by loving others.  

I pray for the men and Dads in this church to take a stand of love in our families, church, community.  Father, men 

and women are built differently but that kind of love is needed from both.  On this Father’s Day, bless us to be the 

men and women of God to step up, show love, and be loving to those who surround us—to be mentors of Jesus Christ.  

We’re sinful and fall short; pick us up and wash our hands, feet, minds.  Put us back on the path to be godly examples 

to our children and grandchildren, our circle of friends, our workplace—wherever You take us.  Make us men of God.  

I pray for our women to be women of God.  Help us to live that new commandment of love.  If there’s one who needs 

You today, tell them to come just as they are.  Bless us in these moments of decision.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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