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Welcome!  It’s good to see you in God’s house!  We’re glad to have those streaming worshipping with us as well.  We’ll 

continue in our study of the Gospel of John—note, he never called himself John.  He always called himself “the disciple 

whom Jesus loved.”  That was John’s name over two thousand years ago, and that is your name today!  If you are a believer 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are a disciple Jesus loves and so am I.  It is a title given to every one of us; He loves each 

single one of us equally.  We’re so grateful for that love.  It’s the beginning of understanding the cross.  Yes, it’s true Jesus 

died on Calvary on the cross for the entire world, but He died for a world of individuals.  He died for every single person 

of every single color and nation on earth.  He died for humanity, but He died with your name and mine singly on His heart.  

He loves us that much! 

 

Today we open the Bible’s greatest picture and greatest teaching on humility.  The old disciple, John, teaches us more than 

any other Gospel writer that Jesus Christ lived on the Father’s timetable—minute by minute to fulfill what God the Father 

had carved out for His life to be.  In John 1:14 he says the day came on God’s calendar when Jesus, the Lamb of God, 

would come to be with us.  He would lay aside the power, authority, and glory of heaven that He might be born of a virgin 

in a manger and walk the soil of earth so we might see Him and understand the face of God—His nature, personality, and 

love of God through Jesus Christ the Son.  Jesus has always lived.  John tells us when the universe was created, He was 

there in the act of creation.  There’s never been a time when Jesus did not live as part of the Godhead. 

 

John sums up the first years of Jesus’ life in just 28 verses of the first Chapter of his book.  In 1:29 John the Baptist 

identifies Jesus “…as the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world.”  At this point, Jesus begins his three-year 

ministry where He ministers to people.  We see miracles and hear the Word of God as John the Gospel writer and the other 

gospelists write it down.  From John 1:29 through 12:11, John summarizes three years of Jesus’ life with events such as: 

the first miracle of turning water to wine, the woman at the well, the healing of the blind man, feeding of the five thousand, 

walking on the sea, proclaiming Himself as the Light of the World and the Door of the Sheepfold, the Savior of the world 

as the Good Shepherd.  Understand this—with every single passing day of His life, Jesus was one day closer to the cross.  

The cross was not an indiscriminate address or date that was floating out there somewhere but rather, He would meet the 

cross on a particular day, date, and time which was set on God’s calendar.  John makes this very clear.  Jesus is daily 

marching towards the cross. 

 

In John 12:12 Jesus comes into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  Now the cross is not three years away—it’s five days away.  

As we get to Chapter 13 today, the cross is now one day away.  Jesus had an intimate knowledge He was on the Father’s 

clock and knew exactly when the cross would come.  I want to backtrack a minute with some previous passages.  In John 

2:4 Jesus is talking to His mother, Mary, at the wedding in Cana of Galilee.  He tells her “…mine hour is not yet come” 

meaning it’s not time for the culmination of the cross.  In John 7:30 is the October before He will die in the spring.  The 

authorities are trying to silence Jesus; they could not arrest him “…because his hour was not yet come.”  In John 8:20 after 

He had forgiven the adulterous woman, the Pharisees wanted to arrest Him but no one could take Him “…for his hour was 

not yet come.”  Let’s now read today’s passage. 

 

“1Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto 

the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.” 
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Sermon #44 from the Gospel of John 

 

“The Washing of Humility” 

 

John 13:1-17 (King James Version) 

 
 



 

The hour of the cross had arrived.  He waited thirty-three years and primarily, three years of His ministry for this 

hour to come.  It was Thursday night; the cross less than twenty-four hours away on Friday.  Jesus met with His 

disciples to celebrate the Passover meal which was celebrated every year in Israel.  From that meal, He pulled the 

Lord’s Supper which we celebrate on a regular basis.  Jesus tells His disciples and us as well to never forget and 

always remember what you’re going to see on the old rugged cross.  Never forget the sacrifice of the Son of God to 

save your life.  Jesus then does the unexpected—the most unimaginable act toward His disciples.  Let’s continue. 

 

“2And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him;  3Jesus 

knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;  4He riseth 

from supper and laid aside his garments and took a towel and girded himself.  5After that he poureth water into a basin and 

began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.  6Then cometh he to Simon 

Peter, and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?  7Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou 

knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.  8Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet.  Jesus answered 

him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.  9Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 

hands and my head.  10Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: 

and ye are clean, but not all.  11For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.  12So after he 

had washed their feet and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done 

to you?  13Ye call me Master and Lord; and ye say well; for so I am.  14If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 

your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.  15For I have given you as an example, that ye should do as I 

have done to you.  16Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent 

greater than he that sent him.  17If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 

 

John begins reliving this event—he was there and got his feet washed that evening during the Passover meal.  He reminds 

us that we disciples gathered as men who were surrendered to the Lord Jesus Christ but there was one among us who was 

lost, but we didn’t know it.  His name was Judas Iscariot—a lost man in the midst of the disciples.  Read verse 2 again.  

Let me focus on little word from that verse: “put”.  It’s not an insignificant word in this Scripture.  We say “put away your 

clothes” or “put gas in the car” etc.   However, in the Greek language there are 29 (!) words for the word “put.”  One of 

the reasons I believe God inspired His word originally to be written in Greek was because the language is so very 

expressive.  The Greek word for put is “ballo.”  It means to throw a knife or a dart and sink it deep into its target—a target 

you could not miss.  That’s a picture of how the devil delivered his evil plan of betrayal to Judas Iscariot.  Remember, he 

is not a saved man; therefore, he has no shield of faith over his heart.  He has no protection from Satan so when he delivered 

the dart of betrayal to Judas Iscariot, it sank deeply into his heart.  He fell hook, line, and sinker to being the betrayer of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Eleven men of God and one man of Satan are meeting with Jesus that evening.  After supper, with all twelve present, Jesus 

surprises the group.  He stands up, takes off His outer robe, wraps Himself in a towel, pours water into a basin and proceeds 

to do the lowliest task of the lowliest servant of any household—wash their feet.  Filthy feet, caked with all the dirt and 

dust of the day; wiping them with the towel with which He was girded.  Most of the disciples are so shocked, they are 

speechless!  They’re amazed the Lord and Master they’ve followed for three years has knelt down before them. 

 

Jesus moves from disciple to disciple; no conversation takes place—until—He gets to Peter.  Right in character, Peter’s 

going to be the one to speak up and he does.  He’s disturbed and confronted by the fact that the Holy Son of God, whom 

he has proclaimed as his Lord, is kneeling before him to wash his dirty, sinful feet.  Peter cannot stand it any longer that 

he has to speak and says to Jesus “No!  You may not wash my dirty feet!”  I have followed a great Greek scholar, Kenneth  
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Wuest, beginning in seminary.  He translates Peter saying “You shall by no means wash my feet.  No!  Never will you 

wash my feet.”  Here’s another Greek lesson.  To wash a part of your body—hands, feet, or face—in Greek, is “nipto.”  To 

take an entire bath when you wash all your body at once is “lauo.”  What Peter means is “Lord, you can’t just wash part of 

me; I need a whole bath.  Start at my head and work down.  The way Jesus replies to Peter is very important to you and 

me.  Read verse 10.  He says “Peter, you are clean; you’re forgiven but not every man in here is saved.”  He’s pointing out 

Judas Iscariot; everyone knows it.  Jesus says if you’ve had an entire bath of salvation, you will never need another full 

bath again.  You will never come to the moment that you will need to be resaved.  You will never need to come before 

Jesus and say “Lord, I was saved several years ago and now I am lost and need to be resaved.”  That is not true!  When 

you have had the true, full bath of forgiveness, salvation, grace, and the promise of heaven you will never need to be bathed 

again because you are secure in that salvation.  The security of the believer is one full bath of forgiveness. 

 

But, it is important from time to time that you wash your feet.  When you and I are saved and forgiven through Jesus Christ, 

it’s an eternal transaction.  You’ve had the secure bath of salvation, but we still struggle with sin.  I know it’s true behind 

the pulpit and in front of it, as well.  Though we’re saved, in this human nature we struggle with sin.  Daily, we need to 

pray “Lord Jesus, will You come to me and wash my feet from where I’ve gone in the wrong direction?  Wash my hands 

when I’ve done something sinful.  Wash my mind when I’ve had filthy thoughts.  Wash these parts of me and make them 

clean again.  Wash this part that needs forgiveness and restoration.”  Saved people don’t need a whole bath of resaving 

ever again, but we need daily cleansing of the dirt of sin that collects on us day by day.  That’s what today’s Scripture 

teaches us—the Lord will wash us; He’ll take care of dirty knees when we bow to the world.  He’ll take care of restoring, 

cleaning us, and getting us back on the path of His leading. 

 

These next verses humble me to my knees.  Jesus said “I, the Lord and Master, came to you, and I will wash you in the 

bath of salvation.  I will promise you forgiveness, release of guilt, eternal life, and a home in heaven.  Once and forever, 

that’s the promise, the bath, the lauo—the full bath of salvation, and I promise I will come and wash your feet when you 

need Me.  I promise to restore you when you’ve walked away; to forgive you when your mind has been led in places it 

shouldn’t be.  I’ll wash you there and bring you back.”  Jesus says “This is my example, my model to you.  The God of the 

Universe will serve you and wash you!”  He says “In response to Me, you are to take My example and model and go out 

and serve others.  I have served you and will do so anytime you ask Me to.  I will cleanse you in the bath of righteousness 

and forgiveness; I’ll return over and over again to wash your hands, feet, head—wherever you need it.  You learn from this 

and go serve others.”  The service doesn’t end with Jesus serving me.  Rather, He commissions me to go serve others—

you, as well.  All of us as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are called to serve.  He serves us, and now we serve somebody 

else.  Show others love, honor, the way to Jesus, how to be eternally cleansed.  Have the grace and humility to get up, get 

out, and get your hands in ministry in the world where you and I are needed.  This is not the end of our worship week but 

is the beginning of our week where we go out into the world and serve Him.  He has served us, bathed us, cleansed us, 

gotten us back on the path.  We go to serve Him alone.  Every saved person should be willing to help somebody else 

because Jesus first helped us.  He modeled service, and we’re to live by His model. 

 

James, the half-brother of Jesus, has a book in the Bible by that very title.  Scripture tells us Jesus’ brothers did not 

immediately come to Him or believe Him early on, even though they grew up together.  James came to Him as his Lord 

and Savior later on in life.  Can you imagine growing up with Jesus in your house?  Maybe sharing the same bed?  Eating 

at the same table?  I believe James throughout his life saw the model and attitude of Jesus.  I don’t think Jesus’ attitude 

ever changed.  He was as much a servant as a teenager as He was when He was thirty-two years old.  James wrote two 

verses I want to share—1:22 and 2:20.  “Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”  “Wilt 

thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?”  People who will not serve do not have true faith—according 

to James and actually the entire Bible.  It’s what Jesus is saying in John 13.  “Faith without any service is dead.  I’ve been  
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your example and model, and I’m serving you.  Now you go and serve others.”  James and Jesus tell us if we truly love 

our Lord and Savior, we’re going to be grateful and humbled to say “Lord, thank you for my salvation; let me go tell 

somebody else.  Thank you for saving me; let me reach another life.  Thank you, Lord, for ministering to me; let me go 

minister to someone else.”  Jesus serves us; now we “pay it forward.” 

 

Our commitment to Christ begins here in worship.  When we go out into the world, we look beyond ourselves to others 

who need ministry; we go as ministers of the Gospel.  I’ve used these words before:  One of the greatest, most famous, 

enduring political statements ever recorded was from John Kennedy in his inaugural address as the thirty-fifth President 

of the United States on January 20, 1961.  “Ask not what your country can do for you.  Ask what you can do for your 

country.”  We don’t know if he wrote that himself or someone wrote it for him, but that statement came from Jesus.  

Believers, the principal question is not “What can I get out of church?”  It’s “What can I give to the Lord Jesus Christ in 

thanksgiving for my salvation through the ministry of the church?”  Read verses 16-17 again.  Jesus is teaching us that true 

life, meaning, fulfillment, purpose, and joy is not centered on what we get.  Our truest purpose comes by what we give, 

how we reach out and share the love of Christ with others. 

 

What will you and I do to say “Lord, thank you for saving me.  Thank you that you cleansed me.  Thank you that whenever 

my feet, hands, or minds are dirty You will come and get me back on the path.”  Christians, how are we to serve Him?  I 

pray we will rededicate our lives to humble service.  A lot of people are “church shoppers.”  They say “I’m going to go to 

this church and see what I can get out of it.  I’m going to see how they minister to me, how they take care of me.  If they 

don’t take care of me, I’ll just move on to another church.”  This is not what the church is at all!  The church is the Body 

of Christ in which we make a commitment through the good and bad, the hard and easy, the joys and challenges that we’re 

going to stay together, work together, serve together, and take Jesus into the world!  It’s not based on what we get; it’s 

based on what we will give to Jesus.  There needs to be a major turnaround in the national church in that—what we can 

give to Him.  Maybe we need to rededicate our lives today and say “Lord, help me give.  You gave me life, salvation, 

heaven.  You’ll come to me day or night, whenever I ask.  Wash my feet, my hands, my head.  Thank you for serving me 

as a model for me to serve others.”  Maybe today, Christian, you’ve come here with dirty feet, dirty minds—sin has 

collected there.  Say “Lord Jesus, wash me and get me back on the path.  I’m saved; I’ve had the whole bath but I need a 

cleansing.  Make me right; wash me where I need washing; put me back on the rails of ministry and service.”   

 

Today, if you’ve never come to Jesus as your Lord and Savior—you need an entire bath, the bath of salvation and 

forgiveness.  You need to allow Him that one time to wash and cleanse you, remove the guilt and nature of sin from you 

as a child of God.  You need the removal of the curse of hell upon you.  He is more than willing to meet you here.  You 

are His creation—with a purpose, talent.  You can’t hold Him at bay forever.  There has to be one moment when you let 

the wall fall and say “Lord Jesus, I am a sinner.  I need the bath of salvation.  I ask You to cleanse me, forgive me, and let 

me be Your son or daughter.”  Come to Him today; He’s waiting and ready to give you the bath.   

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, thank You for these precious moments and that we’ve gathered in Your house.  This sermon 

has brought me to my knees in realizing that even though many of us bear the title of “Reverend” or “Pastor,” all of us 

need the cleansing—the full bath, as well as the daily cleansing of hands, feet, minds.  Thank You that You made a promise 

You will come to us whenever we ask.  Just as You did with the disciples, You will bow before us—our very Maker and 

cleanse our dirty feet.  It’s almost more than I can take in.  Father, I pray You’ll teach us as believers that it doesn’t end 

there.  Teach us, train us, send us as Your model and example.  A lost world is outside these doors; people are waiting to 

hear about the love of Christ.  Bless that one who needs the full bath today.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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