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Good morning and welcome as we gather to hear the great Word of God!  We continue in our study of 

John’s Gospel.  Today’s passage is a beautiful, inspiring moment in the account of Jesus’ life. 

 

Here’s a recent summary.  In Chapter 9, Jesus healed a man who was born blind.  When he was on the street 

begging, Jesus came by and made a poultice of spit and dirt and put it on the man’s eyes.  He told him to 

wash in the pool of Siloam which was not an easy trip for him.  I point out that Jesus not only anointed him 

but asked him to do something in obedience.  The man obeyed Jesus’ word, went to the pool, and returned 

seeing.  It was a miracle with an act of obedience.  As a result, many came to Jesus Christ and to fall in love 

with Him as Lord.  However, there was a contingent of religious leaders—scribes and Pharisees—who 

hated Jesus.  He had pointed them out as phonies and fakes, as false teachers.  They were the primary 

teachers of God’s word in the temple—they taught the Word of God but the God of the Word did not reside 

in their hearts.  These men wanted to devise a plan to kill Jesus.  At this point in the Gospel, Jesus’ ministry 

is in “overdrive.”  People are following Him and listening to every word, but there’s a death sentence over 

His head.  Jesus is on a holy timetable; He will not leave this earth one second before God the Father wills 

it so.  Yet, He is careful where He goes.  No human life has ever been more deeply loved and deeply hated 

at the same time than Jesus Christ the Son of God.  The group of Jesus-haters were centralized in Jerusalem. 

 

As we open Chapter 12, Jesus is getting closer and closer to that city.  Five miles away is Bethany, home 

to two sisters and a brother—Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  Read the first part of 12:1.  “1Then Jesus six days 

before the Passover came to Bethany…”  The Passover is held on Thursday; six days before would be a 

Friday.  As Jesus enters this little town, the cross and the crucifixion is exactly one week away.  In one 

week, He will face the cross of calvary.  With His death so imminent, Jesus made sure every minute 

counted—that every opportunity for ministry was taken.  That every person who needed a touch would be 

touched.  He would reach out to anyone who came to Him because the time was getting so short. 

  

“1Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, 

whom he raised from the dead.  2There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one 

of them that sat at the table with him.  3Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and 

anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the 

ointment.  4Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray him,  5Why 

was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?  6This he said, not that he cared 

for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.  7Then said 

Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this.  8For the poor always ye have 

with you; but me ye have not always.  9Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and 

they came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 
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10But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death;  11Because that by reason of him 

many of the Jews went away and believed on Jesus.” 

 

So, Jesus returns to the home town of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus with His disciples.  A supper has been 

prepared for them, and we see a pretty amazing scene.  Martha, in her usual manner, was serving and making 

sure everyone was taken care of.  Mary was in her usual place—at the feet of Jesus.  In every picture we 

see of this Mary in the Gospels, she’s always at Jesus’ feet.  Then at the table, sitting very much alive, is 

Lazarus who was Jesus’ greatest earthly miracle—His greatest credential of having power and authority 

over death and the grave.  Jesus Himself raised Lazarus after four days of death; decomposition had set in.  

But Lazarus came out of that tomb in his graveclothes!  I thought what it would have been like to sit beside 

someone who had been dead four days.  Would you say “Do you feel better?  I missed you while you were 

gone.  Did you see any interesting sights?  Are you glad to be back?”  There’s a lot of theology of what 

happened to Lazarus during those four days.  This is the “Mike Fitzgerald theology”:  I believe God took 

Lazarus exactly where He takes each one of us as believers—to paradise.  Just as Jesus promised the thief 

on the cross (Luke 23:43) “…today you will be with Me in Paradise.”  Upon entry to paradise, I also 

believe God said to him “This stay is temporary, my son, just four days.  You will go back because you’ll 

be one of the greatest witnesses to the power of My Son in all the world.  The world will recognize and 

remember your resurrection for centuries, and people will come to Him because of your resurrection from 

the grave.”  This was once in a history event that speaks of the witness of a living, loving God.  Just like 

Abraham was told to sacrifice his son, Isaac and like Moses talked to God at the burning bush.   

 

In verses 9-11, we see Lazarus being alive was a huge problem for the Jesus haters.  The scribes and 

Pharisees did not want a living Lazarus sitting at the table as a testimony to the power of God.  They wanted 

him and Jesus dead.  Both men were under the threat of immediate death if they were caught at the right 

place at the wrong moment.  Important Note: Lazarus is never recorded in the Bible as speaking a word.  

He’s a witness simply because Jesus worked the miracle of life in him.  He didn’t have to say anything; he 

was a witness just by walking on the street.  Two thousand years later, you and I are also witnesses.  If you 

are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, He has worked a miracle of life in you.  You’re a witness of the 

resurrection to new life, to eternity, to being a son or daughter of God.  Because of Jesus’ ministry and 

miracles, we know that we have life, too. 

 

In the midst of the guests and onlookers, the focus turns to Mary.  At the feet of Jesus, she expresses her 

love for Him by anointing Him.  In Luke 7:36 we read about a woman who anoints Jesus’ feet with oil from 

an alabaster box; this is not the same woman as Mary.  In Luke, that woman is called a sinner which during 

those times meant she had some sort of sexual sin in her life—most likely a prostitute.  She came to anoint 

Him with perfume because He had forgiven her and gave her a new future.  In today’s passage, we see a 

different woman.  Mary of Bethany was a woman of virtue and was thankful for her own forgiveness, just 

as the woman in Luke 7.  No matter who you are, where you’ve been, or the depth of your sin every one of 

you needs forgiveness.  We have no right to say to anyone “your sin is worse than mine.”  The woman with 

the alabaster box and today’s Mary were equally thankful that Jesus forgave them of their sin.   
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Mary opens a container with spikenard, a very costly oil—about a year’s wages for a laborer.  A person in 

Jesus’ day would save their money and buy this expensive perfume which would increase in value; it would 

be their “savings account.”  Mary lavishly pours the oil over Him; the house is filled with the aroma of that 

beautiful fragrance.  She anointed Him with all she physically had in her life—all her savings account.  She 

gave to Him what cost her the most—what an act of love.  Then she wipes His feet with her hair.  In the 

Jewish culture, hair was of deeper value than in our times today.  Women in that day kept their hair tressed 

up; the only time she would let it down was in the privacy of her home for her husband.  In 1 Corinthians 

11:15 a woman’s hair is her “covering” and “glory.”  Mary performed pouring of the oil and publicly wiped 

Jesus’ feet with her “crown”—her hair, the most valuable item she had.  I think these words are symbolic 

that we are to give sacrificially to the Lord.  Nothing has changed in those thousands of years of how we’re 

to love Him and serve Him.  We’re not supposed to give Him our leftovers; we’re to give Him our best!  

Those in the house seeing Mary’s actions were probably speechless but then something negative comes up.  

A moment of blessing, followed by moments of criticism.  A disciple, Judas Iscariot, treasurer of the disciple 

group, speaks up—this is the first recorded statement he makes.  “Wait, Lord, don’t you think it would have 

been wiser to have sold this perfume out on the street and we could have given the money to the poor rather 

than wasting it on your feet?”  Evidently, some of the other disciples agreed with him; no one speaks up to 

say look what Mary did.  Jesus says “poor people will always be with us but my time is very limited now.”  

The disciples had no idea what He meant, but Jesus knew.  He said “I will not always be here but Mary has 

done the blessed, most honored, praise-worthy thing right here.  Nothing else can replace giving the Savior 

your honor and crown.”  That act should guide us today. 

 

As I reflected on this moment and reread the Scripture, none of the disciples, including John, the writer of 

this Gospel, spoke up.  None of them knew the intent of Judas Iscariot’s heart.  But John had fifty years to 

think this over, after this act of ministry and through the crucifixion and resurrection.  He thought about 

Judas Iscariot and of Mary when he wrote this Gospel—now I know and understand.  Judas was just a 

common thief; he didn’t care about poor people.  He wanted money for his own good; he was a lost man.  

Perhaps John wished he had spoken up and defended Mary.  But Jesus rose up and said “leave her alone; 

she kept this perfume for the day of my burial and has anointed me with it.”  No one but Jesus knew His 

time was a week away.  Many people are given credit in the Gospels for going to the tomb after Jesus died 

on the cross to anoint His body with spices.  Mary of Bethany anointed Him before the cross—the only one 

who did.  She gave Him her best as John wrote in today’s passage. 

 

Years ago, I heard a bluegrass song by Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs and this was the chorus:  “Won’t you 

give me my flowers while I am living, let me enjoy them while I can.  Please don’t wait until I’m ready to 

be buried and then slip some lilies in my hand.”  This reminds me of what Mary did; she gave Jesus His 

anointing at the perfect moment as she sat at His feet.  Friends, don’t wait until some future day to give 

your best to Jesus.  That’s the whole sermon in a nutshell.  Mary took this opportunity to give her best to 

Jesus, and He recognized it for all eternity.  We need to do the same now—don’t wait!  If you’re a teenager, 

start now.  Start honoring Him with your thoughts, your life, the way you conduct yourself in public and  
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private.  Don’t say “I’m going to give my best to Jesus when I grow up.”  Start now.  Parents, teach your 

children to start now.  If you’re a young couple, don’t wait to start going to church one day out there 

someday.  Start now.  Give your best to the Lord in your young marriage right now.  Make it an offering to 

Him.  If you’re a young busy parent, give your best to Jesus now.  Don’t wait to get your children involved 

in church until they’re six or eight years old—that’s too late.  Start them at the foundation of their life and 

begin building that foundation of the love of Jesus Christ from birth forward in your home and through 

fellowship in the church.  Start now!  The world is going to need those men and women of God in a day to 

come.  Don’t lose the opportunity to build their lives in Christ today!  If you’re in those middle or later 

years (where I am!), don’t wait another day to honor the Savior.  Give your best to Him right now. 

 

This past year has been hard on everyone.  I say this non-critically and mean it with all my heart: I’m so 

glad and grateful to see the church coming back to life.  We will keep streaming from this point forth until 

Jesus comes.  I believe we’re reaching the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  When you have the 

opportunity to be physically with the family of God, you come.  If you’ve gotten out of that routine and are 

comfortable enough, come back.  I read a statement that said the more you miss church, the less you miss 

church.  When you feel ready and safe, come be with the family of the living Lord Jesus Christ.  We’ll start 

reopening some of the pews but keep a section for social distancing.  Come back; we want you in the family 

of the Lord when you’re ready.  By and large, none of us can say “Lord, I’m going to wait for another day 

to give You my best.”  Whatever phase or age you are in life, start giving Him your best now just like Mary 

did.  Make that commitment.  Don’t give Him leftovers; give Him your best.  Give Him your crown.  So 

many people know Him but say I’m going to wait one more hour, one more worship service—I’ll do it 

someday.  Friends, I want to be real with you—hell will be full of people who said I’ll do it someday but 

never did.  Now is the time; today is the opportunity.  This is not my invitation—it’s the invitation Jesus 

Christ Himself gives.  “If you need Me as Savior, I went to the cross for you.  I died with your sin on My 

shoulders.  Your name was on My heart.  I died for the world, but I died for you individually.  I died to take 

your sin away and rose from the grave to give you eternal life and provide you a home in heaven.  I’m 

waiting on you to come.”  Church, let’s continue as the days are opening up to give Him our best.  Amen? 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments in Your house.  Thank You for the bar 

that Mary sets for us—giving Jesus the very best she had not only of her material possessions but also of 

her body, her crown, her glory.  I pray today my brothers and sisters and myself will give You our best.  

Help us to make a commitment, Lord, that we’re not going to put off giving You the best we have on a 

daily basis.  We want to walk in the world filled with the spirit of Jesus Christ.  The miracle of life has 

already taken place in us; help us to be a witness beginning now.  Help us, Lord, to give that foundation to 

our children and our teenagers.  Help us as a church to strive to raise up men and women of God who the 

world desperately needs now and in the days to come.  Father, the church is not a club or an organization, 

rather, it’s the ministry arm of Jesus Christ.  It’s the outreach to a lost world that is hell-bound.  Establish 

in us the desire to work in the fields of ministry today.  I pray that a person who needs you as Savior will 

come.  Bless us in these important moments, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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