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Welcome!  As the choir just sang “The King is Coming,” He is!  And He has a desire for each of us that 

when He does come, He is to find us working.  We’re to be ministering, active in the fields, doing His will.  

We’re grateful to begin this new week in worship and thankful to see folks returning to church. 

 

Today and next Sunday we’ll study one of the greatest chapters in the Bible—John 11.  It contains the 

climatic moment of Jesus’ earthly ministry—the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  This passage of Scripture 

has so much glory and truth in it that my friend, Shelia Wood, who is now in heaven use to say “It gives 

me chicken skin!”  Up to now, the Gospel writer John has recorded six miracles of Jesus:  Changing water 

into wine—Chapter 2.  Healing of the nobleman’s son—Chapter 4.  Restoring the crippled man’s legs—

Chapter 5.  In Chapter 6—two miracles: Feeding of the five thousand, and Jesus walking on the sea coming 

to His disciples in the boat.  Healing of a man born blind—Chapter 9. 

 

In addition to raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus also raised two others: Luke 7, raising of the widow’s 

son and Luke 8, the raising of Jairus’ daughter.  The latter is one of my favorite accounts of Jesus’ life.  He 

takes that little girl by the hand and says “My little lamb, arise.”  She comes to life and sits up living once 

again.  These two resurrections occur immediately after those had died.  The resurrection of Lazarus is quite 

different in that he had been dead for four days which makes this Jesus’ greatest miracle.  Let’s read: 

 
1“Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.  2(It 

was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 

Lazarus was sick.)  3Therefore his sisters sent unto him saying, Lord, behold he whom thou lovest is sick.  
4When Jesus heard that he said This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son 

of God might be glorified thereby.  5Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.  6When he had 

heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was.  7Then after that 

saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again.  8His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late 

sought to stone thee and goest thou thither again?  9Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the 

day?  If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.  10But if 

a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him.  11These things said he and after 

that he saith unto them Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.  
12Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.  13Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they 

thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.  14Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.  
15And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us 

go unto him.  16Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus (or twin), unto his fellow disciples, Let us also 

go, that we may die with him.” 

 

As we think about these verses, Bethany was a little village adjacent to Jerusalem about two miles away.  

In this town lived two sisters and a brother—Mary, Martha, Lazarus.  Read verse 2 about the act Mary  
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performed which we will study later.  We read Lazarus is ill, and it seems like his sickness is getting worse 

and worse.  The Greek word for “sick” in this passage is “asthenéō” and is connected to weakness.  Lazarus 

is nearing death; the village doctors say there’s nothing they can do for him.  He’s going to die.  Mary and 

Martha send for the only one who could offer help—Jesus.  They immediately send for Him; He’s not in 

town but doing ministry somewhere else.  At the close of Chapter 10, He had gone to the Jordan river where 

He was baptized by John the Baptist and communed with His Father.  The cross was getting closer.  He 

may still have been in that area; we know it was about two days’ travel away.  In verse 3 it’s interesting 

how Mary and Martha tell Jesus Lazarus is sick.  As the two women are talking and Lazarus is getting 

weaker, they say we need to get in touch with Jesus and need Him to come.  Do you notice what’s missing?  

They don’t ask Jesus to come!  Why didn’t they ask?  It’s a glaring omission of their contact with Jesus out 

on His field of ministry.  They didn’t ask because they knew they didn’t have to.  They knew the heart of 

Jesus; they knew He loved them and Lazarus.  If they simply sent the message “The one whom you love is 

sick,” He’ll come.  We don’t have to ask or beg Him to come.  This is still true for you and me.  Jesus loved 

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus but He loves you and me no less!  When we have a need, He will come to our 

aid, our healing, and give us strength for the day.  He will answer our requests; we can count on Him just 

like Mary and Martha did—He Will Come! 

 

In verse 4 when Jesus gets their message, it’s really not news to Him—read it again.  As the Son of God, 

He knows all about this situation and knows about Lazarus’ sickness.  Jesus said this death is not permanent.  

Our Father is allowing it so that God the Father and His Son can be glorified.  Lazarus’ death is going to 

result in resurrection, joy, and victory!  Jesus knows it’s coming from that moment.  The statement is also 

true—that we live in victory.  I believe that’s why John included this snippet of Jesus’ ministry in this 

Gospel.  He wants us to see Jesus as the Savior—as he wrote in Chapter 20:31; it’s his witnessing tool.  

John included this by the inspiration of God Almighty to show us there is resurrection, there is joy, there is 

victory.  And, two thousand years later there still is victory!  The lost will know Jesus.  The saved will 

increase in their faith so that we can trust Him in all things. 

 

Read verse 6.  Jesus doesn’t pack up immediately and leave for Bethany.  Why?  Remember this: God’s 

timing is never wrong.  There’s a holy reason in God’s timetable that Jesus waited two days in this event.  

Write this down:  God is never late; He’s never early—He’s an on-time God and will show up exactly at 

the right moment.  Sometimes you and I might think He comes late.  I’ve asked Him in prayer “where are 

you in this situation?”  He comes when He knows what we need in our lives—healing, strength, power.  

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus had been dead four days.  Jesus waited because He wanted every 

person in that town to be one hundred percent sure Lazarus was dead.  He was buried; he was in the tomb. 

 

In verse 7, Jesus says to His disciples it’s time to go.  They pointed out that He had a death sentence on His 

head.  “The scribes and Pharisees had stones ready to murder you; you want to go back there and us go with 

you?”  Read verses 9-10.  He meant most people do their work in the daytime, and when night came work 

had to cease.  Jesus refers to Himself here—it’s not night in My life or My ministry yet.  The light is still 

shining; I still have time.  Jesus knows the cross is very close.  The Father is still allowing Me time; I have 

the opportunity to minister.  God will protect Me; it’s not My time to go to the cross yet.  As they prepare 

to leave, the old disciple Thomas speaks up.  As you know, he was the doubter of the group—always saw  
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the glass “half-empty.”  He thinks to himself that Jesus has a death sentence on His head and says “We 

might as well go with Him so we can die—just get it over with.” 

 

Let’s read verses 17-24.  17“Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already.  
18Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off:  19And many of the Jews came to 

Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.  20Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus 

was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.  21Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if 

thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  22But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 

God, God will give it thee.  23Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.  24Martha saith unto him, 

I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  We think about Martha meeting Jesus 

and His disciples.  They’ve been walking that dusty, dirty road into Bethany.  Lazarus’ funeral and burial 

took place four days ago; his tomb had been sealed.  But the odors of decomposition were seeping out.  

Typical of that time, people would stay and minister to the family of the deceased.  So, there were friends 

taking care of and tending to Mary and Martha.  Those two sisters are an interesting study with such 

interesting personalities.  You may remember their introduction in Luke 10:38-42.  Jesus goes to their house, 

and Martha is busy cooking, serving, cleaning, etc.  Mary, on the other hand, sits at Jesus’ feet and listens.  

In today’s passage, we see those same traits.  When Martha finds Jesus is coming, she’s got to hurry and 

scurry around!  Mary is contented; she remains in the house.  God made them so different!  I can tell you 

between my wife, Gwen, and me we’re a Mary and Martha.  I’m Martha; she’s Mary! 

 

I picture Martha striding up to Jesus in a hurry to talk to Him.  She makes this huge statement of trust: 

“Lord, I believe You; I love You.  You are my Savior; I trust You.  Lord, if You had just been here two 

days earlier my brother would not have died.  But I’m sorry for Your bad timing.”  Jesus answers her to say 

“Your brother will rise again.”  He’s referring to a resurrection that will occur shortly that day.  Martha 

doesn’t make that connection at all of the miracle that will happen—when her own brother will walk out of 

that tomb that held him four days.  Don’t miss next week’s sermon—the best is yet to come!   

 

In closing, I want to remind you of three major truths:  (1) No matter who you are, you’re like Mary, Martha, 

and Lazarus in that Jesus loves you—no matter your color, nationality, or your sin background.  Jesus loves 

every single person on this earth.  (2) God’s timing is never, ever wrong.  He’s not early or late for His will 

to be done.  We may not always understand His timing, but it’s a matter of faith to say “Lord, I believe your 

timing.  I believe You will come at the right moment.  I believe You’ll resolve this issue and bring the 

healing that’s needed in Your time and way.”  Don’t ever doubt that Jesus will show up at exactly the right 

time.  (3) God still gives you and me unexpected miracles.  When Jesus spoke of resurrection with Martha, 

she didn’t comprehend what He was saying.  The miracle that was coming would be very unexpected to 

Mary, Martha, and the community who will witness it.  Jesus is still in the miracle business!  There are big 

and little miracles happening to us every day.  This morning when you opened your eyes and got out of bed 

that was a little miracle of God right there!  With that, comes a commission: Don’t waste this day God’s 

giving to you.  You’re using this day wisely because you’re here in worship, hearing the Word of God and 

allowing it to touch your minds, hearts, which will inspire and inform us to take the Gospel into the world 

this week. 
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I experienced one of those big miracles last October.  I had never been truly sick a day in my life but ended 

up in the ER.  A doctor told me you’re so full of blood clots that if one had moved to your heart, they would 

have found a dead man in the chair the next morning.  I’m so very grateful to the doctors, nurses, and the 

medications but the Great Physician healed me!  I stand before you today with full lung capacity and 100% 

assurance of good health.  I know that every day I live is a gift given to me.  Jesus has assured me of that.  

When miracles come to you and me, don’t explain them away.  Yes, God gives us good doctors, etc. but 

He’s still at work in the miracle business.  It’s God who brings the miracles, and we need to give Him the 

glory for everything He does in our lives and in our healings.  We give Him the glory, honor, and praise for 

giving us every day of life and the miracle of serving Him.  We know the hymn “Count Your Blessings”—

reword it to “Count Your Miracles.”  Where have your miracles been that have gotten you here today?  

Jesus was in the miracle business two thousand years ago at the tomb of Lazarus, and He’s still in the 

miracle business with you and me.  The greatest miracle of all is that Jesus came to save all people; He laid 

down His own life on a cross, shedding His own blood, and literally dying there so you and I wouldn’t have 

to.  The miracle of forgiveness from a Savior who went to the cross for us.  The miracle of the promise of 

eternal life to every believer because Jesus is the firstborn of the dead and resurrected from the tomb; this 

gives us the assurance that we, too, will live forever.  The miracle of salvation is open to every single person.  

If you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you’ve had a miracle poured into your life—don’t ever take it 

for granted, be ashamed of it, or hide it!  Live for the name of Jesus!  Represent and witness for Him! 

 

Today, if you’ve never come to Jesus as Lord and Savior or put your faith in Him you can say “Lord, I 

recognize the greatest miracle is Your death on the cross for me to take my sin away.  I come to You with 

faith and trust to say I want You as my Savior.  I want to be Your son or daughter.  I want to be saved by 

Your grace.  I want to be promised eternal life by Your resurrection.  I need you.  I look back at my life and 

see so many ways I’ve fallen and not followed You.”  Friends, we’ve all been there.  If you need Him, 

come.  The greatest miracle of the universe is waiting for you right now—a Savior with His arms wide open 

who says “I receive you as My own if you’ll come to Me.”  No matter who you are or what you’ve done, 

you come and I will save you.  Will you do that today?  As you leave today, count your miracles.   

 

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, thank You for these precious minutes we’ve shared together in worship.  Thank 

You for this awesome Word of God.  When I come to a passage like this, I feel I’ve not done it justice.  I 

pray, Father, that you filled in the blanks and gave this Word the glory it needs.  Thank You, Father, for 

being a miracle worker but not just two thousand years ago.  Don’t let us read this Scripture and think it 

doesn’t apply to us.  Help us to never forget You’re still working miracles in our lives.  Little and big ones 

come to us daily.  May all of us today as believers count those miracles and be thankful.  If there’s one here 

today who needs You as Savior, I pray he or she will come to You.  We love and praise you.  In the strong 

name of Jesus, Amen. 
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