
       

             Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor 
 

 

 

 

During the service, we were blessed and privileged to hear beautiful singing from members of the Liberty 

Christian Academy Concert Choir.  How gifted these young people are!  As Pastor Clyde said in his prayer 

with them as our future, we don’t have anything to worry about!   

 

We’re moving step by step through the entire Gospel of John.  Fifty years after the old disciple John had 

walked with Jesus in ministry along with the other disciples, God moved on his heart and moved through 

his pen to document the account of Jesus’ life, His words, His teachings.  However, he only sought to write 

down the “high water” marks—if he wrote about everything Jesus did, the world could not contain the 

books.  John penned an account that would bring any person to the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior.  This is his 

witnessing tool that has stood for two thousand years, and we’re grateful to continue our study today.   

 

Let me set the Scriptural stage as we finish Chapter 10.  At the beginning of Chapter 9, Jesus heals a man 

in Jerusalem who was born blind.  He was a regular figure on the streets there; he begged to make a living.  

People who were blind or lame and not able to work a daily job were reduced to begging; they hoped folks 

would drop a few coins in their collection cans throughout the day.  They were to be pitied and lived in 

poverty; this blind man had spent his entire life in that mode of living.  Miraculously, Jesus meets this man 

on a Sabbath day which for the Jewish faith is a Saturday.  He created a paste of spit and dirt and put it on 

the man’s eyes.  He told him to go through Jerusalem to the pool of Siloam and wash.  The man did in 

obedience to Jesus and came back miraculously seeing for the first time in his life.  The Jewish leaders 

questioned this man because they don’t want to lift up Jesus in praise but rather accuse Him as a blasphemer.  

They want to blame Him for wrongdoing on the Sabbath—He “worked” and therefore was a blasphemer 

of God.  These religious leaders (scribes and Pharisees) hated Jesus because He had pointed them out as 

fakes and phonies.  He said you teach the Word of God but you don’t know the God of the Word.  You 

teach from your mind but have no connection with my Father from your heart.  Though you might have a 

teaching position, wear your fancy robes and have glory and honor, you’re disconnected from God.  They 

hated Him for saying that and devised a plan of murder.  Jesus healed this blind man physically but, more 

importantly, He healed him another way.  Read John 9:38.  When he meets Jesus and fully able to see, he 

said “Lord I believe, and he worshipped him.”  He could see spiritually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 

the Savior, the Forgiver of sin.  His heart was healed of sin, and he was forgiven and given eternal life 

through Jesus Christ, his Lord, his Savior.  On the other hand, the scribes and Pharisees remain spiritually 

blind and continue to hate and reject Jesus. 

 

As Chapter 10 opens Jesus is not speaking to a group of followers or people who love Him—He’s speaking 

to His enemies, His detractors, His critics.   You have to know this when beginning to read this Chapter.  

Jesus is reaching out even to His enemies, to those who want Him dead.  He tells them He is the door of  

salvation, the good shepherd of the sheepfold of God.  He tells His critics in verses 17-18 that He lays down 
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His own life for His sheep so that we might be forgiven and given purpose and eternal life.  Most of them 

still did not believe; some called Him a devil. 

 

As today’s passage begins, I want to point out that between verses 21 and 22 there are two-and-a-half 

months.  In Chapter 7:10 Jesus goes to the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem in October.  In John 10:22, 

it’s winter or Hanukkah.  This time jump is very important—the cross is getting closer and looming large 

day by day.  Read verses 22-38.  22 “And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter.  
23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch.  24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said 

unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.  25 Jesus answered 

them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of 

me.  26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.  27 My sheep hear my 

voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 

perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  29 My Father, which gave them me, is 

greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  30 I and my Father are 

one.  31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.  32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have 

I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?  33 The Jews answered him, 

saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest 

thyself God.  34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?  35 If he called 

them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 36 Say ye of him, 

whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the 

Son of God?  37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.  38 But if I do, though ye believe 

not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.”   

 

This meeting is a show-down; it’s the last time Jesus meets with the scribes and Pharisees who hate Him so 

much.  They ask Him plainly in verse 24 “Are you the Christ?”  In verse 25, Jesus says “I already told you 

I am, and you refuse to believe me.  First, I told you by the Word of God coming from My lips.  The word 

I speak is the truth—I am from God, I am His Son.  Second, not only have I told you the truth but I showed 

you the power of God through the miracles I have performed.  The miracles show the authority and the 

power of God.  So, My word stands on what you have seen.”  Read verse 26.  Jesus tells them you won’t 

believe Me because you’re lost and separated from Me.  You won’t come to Me for forgiveness and truth; 

you reject it.  You may want to underline or highlight John 10:27-29 in your Bible to come back to; these 

words are so important.  I’ve used them hundreds of times describing Jesus to people seeking Him.  Jesus 

defines here who a saved person is; read again 27-29.  He says to those who dislike Him deeply that indeed 

He came to save us and give us light and life.  Jesus says a saved person—man, woman, boy, girl who 

knows Jesus Christ as Savior—has a relationship of faith with Him and in Him and a journey with Him.  

That person will hear His voice, Jesus says.  He says the sheep I own hear Me as the Good Shepherd. 

 

Most of us, myself included, don’t know a lot about eastern shepherding.  In doing research, I’ve learned 

the same shepherd stays with the same sheep long-term; he doesn’t trade them off.  The sheep actually come 

to recognize the shepherd’s voice alone.  Other people might call the sheep, but they won’t respond because 

they don’t know the voice.  Just as each of us has a different thumbprint, each of us has a very different  

voice.  When the true shepherd calls, the sheep will follow.  In eastern shepherding, the shepherd does not  
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push the sheep; he does not get behind them with a prod.  Rather, he gets in front of the herd and leads them 

along.  When the true shepherd calls, they follow because they trust him and trust his voice.  When you and 

I trust the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, as He defines Himself in this passage, we will want to follow Him 

in every area of our lives.  We hear and respond to His voice and follow His footsteps as He sets them 

before us, just as the earthly shepherd sets the path for his sheep to follow.  We will follow Jesus’ word and 

will not stray from the path as we follow Him.  The eastern shepherd knew which sheep would wander from 

the path; he kept a close watch on them.  Maybe today there’s someone here who has left the path.  I can 

tell you the Shepherd is looking for you.  He loves you and wants you restored back to His sheepfold if you 

have strayed from the path.   

 

As we think about where Jesus is here, we see He is the Good Shepherd and the sheep are to follow His 

voice and trust Him.  We are the spiritual sheep and follow the Good Shepherd for eternal security.  Read 

verses 28-29 again; highlight/underline them!  The Good Shepherd gives His sheep eternal life.  There’s no 

power on earth, no doctrine, no purpose, no act of hell, nor an invasion of Satan himself that can take you 

out of the Shepherd’s hand once you know Him as the Good Shepherd.  Once you put your faith and trust 

in Him as your Savior, Lord, God, and King, you will never be lost again!  Praise God for the security of 

the believer—we know we’re in His hands.  Verse 30 is the clearest statement in the Bible—that Jesus is 

God Himself.  He’s not a prophet, not a representative of God, not a witness of God, He Is God.  Amen?!  

This caused quite a reaction from the men who hated Him so much.  They picked up stones to kill Jesus; 

they thought they had the Scriptural basis to do so—found in Leviticus 24:16 “He that blasphemeth the 

name of the Lord, he shall surely be put to death…”  Jesus’ reply is extremely important.  Read verses 34-

36.  It’s a reference back to Psalm 82:6-7 which says:  6 “I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children 

of the most High.  7 But ye shall die like men and fall like one of the princes.”  God Almighty has assembled 

all the earthly judges of the world in His mighty courtroom.  The Judge is addressing all the judges who 

have ever lived.  The Hebrew word translated as god (little “g”) is Elohim.  It can mean god with a capital 

“G”; it can mean gods (with a little “g”); and it can mean judge.  God Almighty reminds the judges of the 

earth they are just fallible, mortal men and that He alone is God, He alone is sovereign and ruler.  God the 

Father will one day judge all the other judges of the world.  So, in this passage Jesus tells the scribes and 

Pharisees that if Scripture calls men gods, why would you kill Me when I’m the Son of God?  It’s a hard 

connection for us to make, but it’s a rock-solid defense as Jesus reveals Himself as God.  Jesus is facing 

His enemies—people who do not love Him—but He will not back down on the truth that He is God 

Almighty in flesh walking the earth.  He is capable to forgive sin and give life everlasting. 

 

As this “red hot” confrontation comes to an end, what does Jesus do?  He leaves the scene and seeks retreat.  
39 Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand, 40 And went away again beyond 

Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode.”  Jesus goes back to the place near 

the Jordan River where He was baptized by John the Baptist three years before.  Remember, He was 

baptized immediately before He began His three-year public ministry.  I believe it was at that moment that 

Jesus said to God the Father “I will go to the cross, My Father.  I will lay down My life to atone for the sin 

of human beings.  I will take Mike Fitzgerald’s place on the cross so he might be forgiven of sin.”  Put your  

name there, too.  God the Father spoke from heaven saying “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well  

pleased.”  (Matthew 3:17)  The Spirit of God descended upon Him like a dove.  Now, it’s three years after  
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His baptism and He goes back to that deep spot in the river where John the Baptist immersed Him.  When 

He was baptized there, the cross was three years away.  Now in today’s passage the cross is one week away.  

He’s reconfirming and rededicating His life to do exactly what He told God the Father that He would do 

three years ago: I will go to the cross, lay down My life, so that My sheep have security and eternal life.  

John 10:42 says He was not alone:  41 “And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all 

things that John spake of this man were true.  42 And many believed on him there.” 

 

Looking at the end of Chapter 10 where Jesus is the Good Shepherd and will lay down His life for His 

sheep, I have two questions: (1) Do you hear the voice of your Shepherd often?  The shepherd in the east 

talked to his sheep all the time.  In the daytime as they traveled from one pasture to another the shepherd 

would talk to them—sometimes by their individual names as they followed his lead.  At night, he gathered 

his sheep in a tight cluster for protection and spoke soothing words to calm them.  He talked to his sheep 

24 hours a day.  Let me say this: Your Good Shepherd talks to you and me 24 hours a day!  How much do 

you hear Him?  How much are you listening?  How much do you want to hear the leadership of your Good 

Shepherd?  My prayer today is all of us will say “Lord, I’m listening.  I know You love me as one of Your 

sheep; I know You’re talking to me.  I know You have a will and purpose for me.  Help me hear You and 

recognize Your voice which rings true over all the other voices in the world.”  (2) Do you have the absolute 

peace and security in knowing that nothing will take you out of the Shepherd’s hand?  We live in a world 

where people are filled with such doubt about what Jesus can do in their lives.  He affirms to us, and I affirm 

to you through His word, that He loves you and me so much that He holds us in the palm of His hand.  

There is no act of earth or hell that can take (“pluck”) us out of His hand when we belong to Him.  Draw 

peace in that, draw security in that, draw courage and boldness so that when you and I step out into the 

world we step out to represent our Good Shepherd!  My prayer is that you and I will rededicate our lives to 

listen and stand strong for our Good Shepherd.  He will not leave us, divorce us, put us to the side—no one 

will be more important than you are to Him.  He loves you that much!  Serve Him, love Him, listen to Him. 

 

If you’ve never heard the Good Shepherd’s voice and have never come to Him and said “Lord Jesus, I 

believe You died on the cross for me, shed Your blood for me, laid down Your life for me, rose again on 

the third day for me to have eternal life,” today is the day.  This is your moment and invitation; He is calling 

you come to the sheepfold, to the Good Shepherd.  Your eternity will change wherever you are today! 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, thank You for precious moments.  Thank You for Jesus’ description of Himself 

as the Good Shepherd—the One who holds us in the palm of His hand, laid down His life for us and rose 

again that we might have life everlasting and the security in knowing You will never leave us.  For we who 

are believers, I pray this is a moment of rededication to lay our lives before You saying “Lord Jesus, thank 

You for what You’ve done for me.  Thank you that You’re my Shepherd.  I want to listen to You, hear You, 

follow You, and stand for You in this world.”  If there’s one who needs to come back to the sheepfold after 

straying off the path, the Shepherd’s looking and waiting to bring him or her back.  If you’ve never been a 

sheep or heard the Shepherd’s voice, today’s the day to say “Lord Jesus, I know You are the Good Shepherd 

and I want to be in Your sheepfold and forgiven of sin through Your cross and given eternal life through 

your tomb.  I give You my heart, my life, and know You will hold me in Your hand for all eternity.”  Bless 

us today, Father, for decisions that need to be made.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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