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Welcome everyone, and Happy Easter!  What a great attendance we had at both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

services—compared to last Easter when only ten people allowed in!  Folks coming to the 8:30 service were 

enthusiastically greeted by youth of the church holding cheerful signs at various entrances that read “He Is 

Risen,” “Happy Easter,” “We’re Glad You’re Here!”  Adults, equally jubilant, held the signs prior to the 11:00 

service.  The altar and choir loft areas were beautiful.  The large wooden cross (made by Anthony Browning last 

year) in front of the baptistry was topped with a crown of thorns and draped with a white cloth; a cradle was 

placed at the bottom.  Two banners flanked the cross: “King of Kings” and “Lord of Lords.”  Two larger banners 

near the pulpit read “I Am” and “Redeemer.”  Easter lilies and a lovely flower arrangement completed the scene.  

A special thanks to Roxanne Higgins, Pam Giles, and others who created such a stunning presentation.  The 

worship choir, directed by Rev. Dr. Thomas W. Doss, Minister of Music, sang two pieces: “He Is Alive Medley” 

and “He Lives” which included a moving solo by sopranist, Courtney Turner.   

 

Today is the celebration of the highest and holiest victory of all eternity and our Christian faith.  All of our hope 

of a final healing, our hope of a final home, of heaven, joy, peace, fulfillment, and eternal life rests on this day!  

It rests on the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the very Son of God.  Jesus walked out of that tomb on the third day 

which became the victory for every person.  Because He lives, every one who places their faith in Him will live 

as well.  Praise God, I am one of them!  I pray you are, too!  Today, if you’ve never come to Jesus as your 

Savior, you will be given that invitation to come to the Living Lord this day. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 15:54-55, Paul’s words are absolutely true for this day: “…Death is swallowed up in victory.  

O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?”  Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through 

Jesus Christ!  We celebrate today we will never, never die.  Through Jesus Christ we will only change address; 

our new address will never change as we live with Him for eternity.  The great preacher of the 1800’s, D. L. 

Moody, wrote this: “Some day you will read in the papers that D. L. Moody of East Northfield, Massachusetts, 

is dead.  Don’t you believe a word of it!  At that moment, I shall be more alive than I am now.  I shall have gone 

up higher, that is all.  I will have moved out of this old clay tenement into a house that is immortal—a body that 

death cannot touch and sin cannot taint.”  We know that is our future, and it rests on the resurrection of our 

Living Lord Jesus Christ.  All our faith and ministry of this church rests on this day.  The cross is so vitally 

important as Jesus laid down His life for our sins.  The Christian faith would fold like a “house of cards” if not 

for the resurrection.  We stand on the Living Savior who gave His life and is resurrected to live today. 

 

Each year as I prepare for this moment in the pulpit, with usually the largest congregation of the year, I feel both 

the weight of responsibility and joy of the privilege to preach the Good News.  I’m so grateful and thankful you 

are here today—both in person or by media.  As I read through the Gospels and the resurrection passages every 

year, I say “Lord Jesus, give me something that is fresh—to give me a new perspective to Easter as I preach 

through the message again.”  Thirty-nine years here has not changed the message; thirty-nine Easters, the 

message is the same.  So this year for the first time in thirty-nine Easters, the Lord has led me to take a closer 

look at the stone which sealed the tomb of Jesus Christ after His death on the cross. 
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“ The Stone of the Tomb” 
 

Matthew 27:57–28:6 

(King James Version) 

 

 

 

 



Let’s read from Matthew 27:57-66. “57When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named 

Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple:  58He went to Pilate and begged the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate 

commanded the body to be delivered.  59And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen 

cloth.  60And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the 

door of the sepulchre and departed.  61And there was Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, sitting over against 

the sepulchre.  62Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came 

together unto Pilate.  63Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days 

I will rise again.  64Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples 

come by night and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen form the dead: so the last error shall be 

worse than the first.  65Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can.  66So they 

went and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.”  May God add His blessing to the 

reading of this portion of His word. 

 

Jesus’ body could have endured the same rough and inhumane treatment that many criminals’ bodies underwent 

after death on a cross.  Criminals who died on a cross were the worst offenders in all society.  Most had families 

who were so ashamed they never claimed the body if they could have.  The bodies of those who died on crosses 

ended up in a shallow grave covered with a thin layer of sod called “The Potter’s Field”—an unmarked grave 

never to be remembered again.  Some criminals were treated even more cruelly; they would be tossed on the 

burning trash heap in the valley of Gehenna where all the trash of Jerusalem went.  Smoke would rise from 

Gehenna day and night; the stench of burning flesh filled the air—people never to be remembered again.  But a 

respectable, wealthy man who loved Jesus, Joseph of Arimathaea, approached the Roman ruler, Pilate, and 

begged him to release Jesus’ body to him for a proper burial.  I believe God protected the life of His Son, as 

Jesus walked on the earth.  I believe that God Almighty put the shadow of darkness on the land as Jesus hung 

on the cross to cover His dignity.  I believe that God Almighty worked in the heart of Joseph to request Jesus’ 

body so that He wouldn’t be thrown on the trash heap but would receive a proper burial.  It wouldn’t be a long 

burial, but it would be a proper one.  I believe God also moved on Pilate’s heart: He had a great emotional 

struggle when it came to Jesus’ crucifixion.  He did not want to send Jesus to the cross because he knew he was 

sending an innocent man to die a criminal’s death.  Pilate’s wife even said “do not condemn that man; he is 

innocent—God told me so.”  Pilate gave in to the pressure of the mob and sent Jesus to the cross.  I believe he 

had great remorse and guilt; that’s why he gave permission to Joseph to take Jesus’ body.  It’s remarkable Pilate 

let that happen. 

 

Joseph took the corpse, wrapped it in clean linen, and buried him in his brand-new hewn tomb of rock.  Read 

verse 60.  Joseph did not roll the stone to seal the tomb by himself; he found strong and robust men to do that.  

The usual opening of a tomb in that day was about four feet high.  In John 20:5, 11 we read that both John and 

Mary had to “stoop down” to look into the tomb; they were too tall.  After the burial, the scribes and Pharisees, 

who hated Jesus because He pointed them out as fakes and phonies—they preached the Word of God but didn’t 

know the God of the Word, came to Pilate and said “This man had spoken of his resurrection from the dead.  

We’re afraid if his tomb is left unguarded some of his disciples will come, remove the stone, take that dead 

body, and concoct some story that Jesus is resurrected from the dead and will stir up all the people of Jerusalem.  

We ask you to take measures to guard that tomb so that cannot be done.  Pilate agreed; he didn’t want to deal 

that problem.  He ordered two things to be done; read verse 66.  First, Pilate ordered the stone be sealed.  Have 

you ever wondered how that was done—do you put caulk or cement around it?  No.  Archaeologists say the way 

a stone was sealed on a tomb was very delicate, using a cord.  On one side of the tomb the cord would be affixed  
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to the stone with wax sealed with Pilate’s insignia.  The cord would be draped across and sealed to the other 

side and laced back and forth.  If someone even brushed against the cord, it would reveal someone had tampered 

with the stone.  No one could touch the rock, much lest move it, without the authorities knowing the seal had 

been broken.  The second thing Pilate ordered was to have a group of soldiers guard the tomb and watch it on 

an hourly basis to ensure no disciple would show up and move the stone.  As the sun sets it’s Saturday, the day 

after the cross and the day before the resurrection.  The stone on the tomb was sealed and guarded—double 

insurance that no one would move the stone and remove the body of Jesus.  But Sunday is on the way! 

 

Read Matthew 28:1-6.  “1In the end of the sabbath as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.  2And behold, there was a great earthquake: for the 

angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone from the door and sat upon it.  3His 

countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow.  4And for fear of him the keepers did shake and 

became as dead men.  5And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek 

Jesus, which was crucified.  6He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.  Come, see the place where the Lord lay.”  

Jesus was crucified on Friday, lay in state all day Saturday, and on Sunday, the first day of the week Matthew 

records Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to the tomb.  The other Mary has been identified as the 

mother of one of the disciples.  There were a pair of brother disciples, James and John, but there was another 

disciple named James who was referred to as “James the Less.”  History says this Mary was his mother.  These 

two women came to the tomb perhaps to stand in silence, fear, and reverence, to mourn the loss of the teacher, 

Rabbi, and Lord they had followed for three years.  The Gospels of Mark and Luke say they brought spices to 

anoint Jesus’ body; they weren’t expecting to find Him alive.  They hoped the stone had somehow been 

miraculously moved so they could enter the tomb.  As they neared the tomb, the ground shook from an 

earthquake.  An angel of the Lord had rolled the stone away—one angel accomplished what several powerful 

men could do.  God Almighty broke the seal of the man who said you can’t enter the tomb! 

 

Any act of man to try and hold back the power of God is puny and worthless when God wants to move.  That is 

true to this very day!  No man, no power above or beneath the earth will ever stop God when He wants to move.  

When He wants His will accomplished, it will be done!  It’s certainly true in this case.  As the stone is away 

from the doorway, the angel in white raiment sits atop it.  He says “Jesus has conquered the grave; no stone can 

keep Him in.”  The men appointed as guards were so overcome with fear, shock, and trauma that they actually 

fell out unconscious—like “dead men.”  Here they were guarding a corpse, and they became like one!  And 

Jesus is alive!  See the humor?  Read verses 5 and 6 again.  The angel tells the women to look inside the tomb 

and see the evidence that it is empty.  They looked in and realized they didn’t have anyone to anoint today 

because Jesus is resurrected from the dead and is alive! 

 

I want to ask you a central question this Easter morning: Did the angel come and move the stone to let Jesus 

out?  Absolutely not!  Jesus can move any stone of any weight with the power of God just as a child can throw 

a little pebble.  The angel moved the stone to let the witnesses look in.  This is so important to the Easter story—

never forget that.  No stone on earth could keep Jesus in that tomb.  All four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John—record the first witnesses: Mary Magdalene, the other Mary, Salome, Peter, and John who looked in 

the tomb and said “It is empty!  Jesus is not here!”  They became the first human witnesses to testify to others 

that Jesus was not in His grave.  Their witness that Easter morning is the beginning of a world-wide witness and 

cry of victory that we serve a Lord who died on the cross for us but lives today to walk with us to give us His 

power, glory, will, blessing, and His heaven when the time comes for us.  He is a risen, living Savior.  He is  
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Risen!  He is Risen indeed!  There is no stone blocking the doorway of our trust and faith in Jesus Christ as Lord 

and Savior.  The stone of personal doubt has been moved because we believe He is resurrected from the dead.  

The stone of the atheists’ denial that Jesus never lived is moved!  Jesus Christ lives this day.  The stone of the 

world that says what Jesus did for us is not so very important is moved because the empty tomb represents the 

most important event of all of human history and all the universe that Jesus walked out of His tomb so His 

children might live! 

 

As we gather today, we glory in that good news.  What I want you to know is this: John, Peter, Salome, the other 

Mary, and Mary Magdalene looked into that tomb as the first witnesses.  Today, over two thousand years later, 

you and I are looking in the tomb also.  We proclaim “It is empty!  He is not here!  He is Risen!”  That is our 

message to declare to those who do not know Jesus as Lord and Savior.  We have that One Savior—He is The 

Way, The Truth, The Life.  There is no other Savior than the one Who walked from the tomb.  Mohammed is 

still dead; the gods of the Hindus never lived.  The bones of Confucius are still in the ground.  All the Dali 

Lamas who ever lived are still dead and buried.  There were no bones in Jesus’ tomb.  In John 14:19 Jesus says 

“…because I live, ye shall live also.”  It all rests on His shoulders that He is alive and walked from that grave 

and that we in faith walk with Him today. 

 

I pray those of us who are believers this Easter Sunday will rededicate our lives and commit to being witnesses 

of the empty tomb and of the Living Savior.  You will cross paths with people this week who do not know Him.  

You and I need to be His witness, His representative, and deliver His love to them drawing them to the Kingdom 

of God so they can see the empty tomb.  I pray you’ll come to the altar and say “Lord Jesus, help me to be Your 

witness because I have seen the empty tomb.  I know You’re my Savior and are walking with me; I know You’re 

alive.  Help me daily as You walk with me to be Your witness in this world.”  If you’ve never come to Jesus 

Christ as your Lord and Savior this Easter, you can say yes to Him and give Him your heart and life.  Stand with 

me at foot of the old rugged cross.  Jesus voluntarily went to the cross; the Roman soldiers didn’t make Him go.  

No edict of Pilate made Jesus go to the cross; He went because He loves you and died there with your sin on 

His shoulders.  The perfect, sinless Lamb of God died on the cross in your place and mine—the entire world, no 

matter nation or color.  As you stand at the foot of the cross, will you simply say “Lord Jesus, thank you, that 

you allowed Your life to be laid down in my place.”  Now stand with me at mouth of the empty tomb.  You and 

I can look inside and say this tomb is empty.  Jesus is no longer here.  He is risen; He is living; He is a Savior 

who walks with us and takes care of us.  The perfect, sinless Lamb of God is risen again!  He is the victor and 

conqueror over death!  Thank you for dying for me; thank you for rising for me that I might have life everlasting.  

What better day than Easter Sunday to give Him your heart and your life.  Wherever you are today, you can 

accept Him as your Savior.  He will honor your acceptance for all eternity.  He is alive, and He loves us.   

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for Easter Sunday morning.  We praise and thank God and say 

Hallelujah, Jesus Is Alive!  Father, those first witnesses looked into the tomb and found it empty.  Today, two 

thousand years later, we look into the tomb and know it is empty.  Thank You that Jesus lives, that He conquered 

death and went to the cross to take our sin and punishment to give us forgiveness and eternal life.  Father, for 

we who are believers we honor You, we thank You, and fall before You in utter thanksgiving this morning.  If 

there’s one today here in the sanctuary or listening by media who’s never received Jesus, I pray he or she is a 

witness to the empty tomb saying “Lord Jesus, I accept You as my Savior.  Come walk with me, live in me, and 

help me to worship, love, and serve You and one day come home with You.”  Bless us in this very important 

moment.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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