
 

Sunday, December 27, 2020                                      Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor    

Message in Word:  “Jesus: From Baby to Boy”                                Luke 2:40 (King James Version)      
 

 

Good morning!  It’s so good to see everyone here.  The Christ Candle is in the wreath today which reminds us that 

the Christ Child has indeed been born to us to save us from sin and give us eternal life.  This is Good News we just 

don’t keep here in our little church, but it goes out to the world as we leave through these doors and share with 

others.  We have a job, mission, ministry, and a message, and we cannot keep this to ourselves.  It’s my job and 

yours as believers; we’re all to take Jesus Christ into the world! 

 

Today I want to talk a bit about the childhood of Jesus; there’s a verse of Scripture that leads us to understand that 

and is very important in His development as a man.  Of course, He is indeed the Son of God.  We know we came 

by the extraordinary circumstances of an earthly mother but overshadowed by the Spirit of God to implant the seed 

in Mary.  He had an earthly father in Joseph even though he did not have part in the conception process.  But he 

was called by God to raise Jesus the Christ.  The early years of life are absolutely crucial to our development as 

people—as human beings.  As we become believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, the best place to start by far is as a 

child to gain an understanding about who God is and how we love Him, come to Him, and serve Him.  Someone 

once said the church is only one generation away from extinction—in that we are called to raise our children to give 

them the gospel; lead them to Christ; to tell, show, and mentor them so they’ll know they have a plan established by 

God for their lives.  Parents and grandparents, we know we’re called to nurture, mentor, and train up our children 

and encourage them in their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  You can’t be saved for your child; you can’t make that 

decision for them but we lead them to that point in making their choice.  There’s no greater investment in all the 

world than the life of a child—it can lead to a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Sometimes we see children a bit 

rowdy, running in the halls, hearing a baby crying during worship, but they’re the greatest asset to the life of the 

church!  They are our future; they’re going to take our place one of these days.  We need them so the church can 

move forward; I’m grateful our children’s ministry here is opening back up with Sunday School and Wednesday 

night gatherings resuming.  As we look at our children and young people, we realize how precious they are to us. 

 

Today’s Scripture gives us a glance at Jesus from babyhood to boyhood, even to adulthood.  Luke 2 is always read 

during the Christmas season; it’s a gold mine of His life.  This verse covers the first twelve years of Jesus’ life.  

Early in the chapter we read about His birth in the manger; then it skips to when He was twelve in verse 41 when 

He, Mary and Joseph, went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.  They turn to go back to Nazareth, back to 

home, and after three days they realize they’ve lost Jesus.  It’s not good to lose the Son of God!  In a bit of fear and 

great hurry, Mary and Joseph go back to Jerusalem to find Him—and He’s exactly where He needed to be.  He was 

in the temple with some of the greatest teachers of the law; He was showing wisdom and asking questions which 

were far beyond His years.  The leaders of the Jewish faith were absolutely amazed at the wonder of this young 

man who sat with them in the temple.  Between the birth narrative and this when Jesus was twelve, hear these 

words from Luke 2:40.  “And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 

was upon him.”  This verse is a “bridge” between Jesus’ birth and Him being twelve years old at the temple.  I 

believe this verse also bridges into His adult life—what He grew up with, what He learned as He grew to carry into 

His ministry.  There’s very little information about Jesus from His birth and the beginning of His earthly ministry 

when He was thirty years old.  This verse spans the life of Christ from how He was born and how He grew that 

brought Him to the ministry God gave to His Son which ultimately led to the cross and the empty tomb. 
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As the Advent and Christmas seasons come to a close, I want us to consider the growth of the Christ Child.  What 

did He learn that brought Him as the Son of God?  There are three components to glean from this verse.  (1) “…the 

child grew and waxed strong in spirit…”  The Greek word for spirit is “pneuma.”  This phrase means He waxed 

strong physically and grew strong in character—a young man who could be trusted and had a godly character.  My 

parents were born early in the 1900’s; my father in 1918 and my mother in 1921.  In that era of time, they learned 

and spoke of “hard work.”  As soon as they were old enough they were put to work with household chores, out in 

the fields, etc.  Work was more emphasized than school in those days.  I believe as the Christ Child grew, He grew 

up with hard work.  There’s a reason God chose Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly father; there’s a reason he was a 

carpenter as he raised Jesus.  I believe He followed his father’s footsteps to that carpentry shop and had the chance 

to work and get His hands rough and callused.  His muscles and body became stronger as He grew into a young 

man.  He grew in physical strength to carry Himself like a man.  I preached a sermon in 1986 titled “Was Jesus a 

Wimp?”  I thought of that while preparing today’s message, but the answer is No!!  He grew up as man of character 

and trustworthy because that’s what He was taught.  (2) “…filled with wisdom…”  The word wisdom in Greek is 

“sofia” which means Jesus understood the world around Him—the facts of the world as well as how you live with 

people in the world.  Jesus grew just as any normal child.  When He stepped out of heaven and came to that manger 

bed, He emptied Himself and laid aside His robes of infinite glory and wisdom.  He was and is the Son of God but 

was also the Son of Man—a baby who had to grow up and learn just as babies today.  His mind was like a 

sponge—asking questions, taking in worldly facts and wisdom.  He had to learn fire can burn you, water can drown 

you.  He learned about the stars; grain in the wood.  In John 1:1-3 we read Jesus was there when things were made; 

nothing was outside the presence of Jesus.  He had to learn again about the very things He created—what an 

amazing thought!  He grew in wisdom of the world and how people function.  (3) “…the grace of God was upon 

him.”  Grace is a wonderful word—in Greek it’s “charis” and means God’s love in action, moving forward, and 

accomplishing something.  It was God’s grace that led Him to send His Son Jesus to the manger that we would be 

saved and that raised His Son to understand He had a plan in His life.  It was God’s grace that sent Jesus to the old 

rugged cross that the perfect, sinless Lamb of God would lay down His life there and shed His blood so we could 

have life and forgiveness.  It was God’s grace at work when Jesus was raised from the dead in that tomb that we 

might have life everlasting.  God’s grace is still at work today when any one of us say “Lord Jesus, I believe You 

went to a cross and rose from the grave to give me life everlasting and I want to accept you as my personal Lord 

and Savior.”  If you come to Him in faith, you will be saved, forgiven, and have eternal life—God’s grace moving 

forward so life can have purpose, meaning, and eternity.  God’s grace is still very much at work in this day and age.   

 

Scripture says God’s grace “rested” on Jesus.  He learned to love God, His Father.  He learned to love people and 

see how valuable each one is in the eyes of God.  I believe at the time of Jesus’ baptism when He was thirty He 

said, “My Father, I will go to the cross and take the sin of the world on my shoulders.  I will lay down my life so 

that humans can be forgiven of sin.”  This prompted God’s reply “This is My Son, in whom I’m well pleased.” 

(Matthew 3:17)  I believe God’s pleasure was from His Son following exactly what God laid out for Him to do.  At 

thirty, we see Jesus undertaking His ministry, being baptized, and following God’s plan for His life.  He wasn’t 

baptized as a sinner; He was baptized as the Son of God to follow God’s plan.  In His first twelve years of life, 

Jesus learned this before He could make that commitment to God the Father:  My God loves Me and has a plan for 

Me.  The good news is God loves every one of us and has a plan for our lives.  That plan cannot begin until Jesus is 

our Savior; we need to have a personal relationship with Him.  In Luke 2:40 we see the process beginning where 

Jesus grew spiritually in God’s grace.  I see from this verse that Jesus had a very healthy childhood and was raised 

by a family with a very healthy view of who God is.  They raised Him in those footprints that God loved Him and 

had a plan for Him; we see that when He was forty days old and dedicated at the temple.  I believe God hand-

picked Joseph and Mary as a healthy family Jesus would grow up in.  God still wants healthy families who are  
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dedicated and who will raise children and grandchildren in the plan He’s laid for us.  I believe Mary and Joseph are 

key figures in the way we see Jesus’ life unfold in today’s Scripture. 

 

Mothers, fathers, grandparents, people of the church: We have a tremendous commission by God to raise our 

children in His love and care and helping them to understand He has a plan for their life.  We need to support and 

facilitate our children’s growth and spiritual understanding.  It’s sad to see how many children around the world are 

not being raised by the grace of God.  We all have an opportunity to invest in our children.  God’s points His finger 

to us and says give My children the learning, happiness, and growing life they need in their childhood.  He tells us 

help our young people and teenagers how to live in an ever-changing world.  We need to teach them where the 

anchor, foundation, and truth of life is—it’s here in the Bible.  In my almost thirty-nine years of ministry I’ve seen 

the grace of God in a special way rests on a child.  Their minds are like a sponge; they’re voracious to learn about 

the love and truth of God in their lives.  It’s a known fact—most Christians, most believers come to the Lord Jesus 

Christ when they are children.  As people age, the incidences of that get smaller and smaller.   If you’re an eighty 

year old today who has never accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, you can come to Him today and be just as 

saved as an eight year old!  If you need Him, He’s waiting for you.  I believe the grace of God just as it rested on 

Jesus as a twelve year old rests on a child.  We have to take that window of opportunity to train, teach, and show 

them the love of Jesus Christ.  We need to mentor to them who Jesus is in their life.  My challenge to parents, 

grandparents, and me:  (1) We will provide for our children—food, a home, clothing, etc.  (2) We will feed their 

worldly minds—help them understand the world they live in now; answer their questions like why is the sky blue, 

etc.  We’ll guide them as their minds develop from childhood and answer questions like why living together is 

wrong; why remaining sexually pure is of God and is right for their life.  We need to help them understand healthy 

lives and healthy bodies are so important as they grow; the best time to teach them is when they’re young.  So we 

teach children the world’s wisdom, the facts around us, the world and people around us, and how we conduct our 

lives as we relate to each other.  (3) Most important—will we help our children and young people love God?  Will 

we make sure they know God has a plan for their lives and a way to give themselves to Him?  Woe to the parents 

who don’t teach their children about Jesus.  Will we teach them to pray?  Do you know how to teach a child to 

pray—by praying with them.  Jesus taught us how to pray “..Our Father, who art in heaven..” (Matthew 6:9) Teach 

by example; don’t give children a book with a prayer printed out.  If we promise to raise our children in a way that 

honors God, raise them in church.  This is an establishment of Jesus Christ; we didn’t own it or plan it, He did! 

 

Parents and grandparents—will you commit to living an upright, moral, prayerful life before your children and 

grandchildren?  They’re watching us.  As they grow, where do children primarily get a picture of God?  Through 

us.  A child sees God and comes to an understanding of Him through us.  I believe that’s why Joseph and Mary 

were such godly parents.  Jesus, the very Son of God, got the image of God as He grew up through His parents.  I 

believe it’s still true for parents, grandparents, and the church that our children come to understand who God is by 

understanding who we are.  Today, will this altar have parents and grandparents who say “Lord, I see the depth of 

the commitment here as I look at my child or grandchild.”  There are some things we teach them as babies, but 

others we never grow out of teaching them; no matter their age or our age, they still watch us for a godly life.  How 

many will come to this altar or the altar of their hearts and say “Lord, help me in my commitment to show my 

children and grandchildren Jesus Christ.  As they watch me, may my life lead them to You.”  It’s our most 

important task in life. 

 

There’s a great truth in Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not 

depart from it.”  This is one of the most requested Scriptures in my ministry; folks refer to it or ask where it is in the 

Bible.  In the Hebrew language context, to train up a child is to be a picture to your child.  Show your child the love 

of God.  You can’t say to your child or grandchild—do as I say and not as I do.  If you want to teach them a life  
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free of alcohol, don’t have beer in your refrigerator.  If you want to teach your child a life of clean language, your 

language needs to be clean even when you’re frustrated.  If you want your child to be a minister to others, you be a 

minister to others and let your child see you in ministry.  So parents and grandparents, will you live the faith before 

your children and grandchildren?  I believe that’s our holy charge today.  Say “Yes, Lord, I will take that as Your 

commandment to me.  No matter how old the child or grandchild, I’ll continue to be a mentor of Christ to them.”  If 

you’re a single parent today, I want you to know you can commit your life to the Lord God, and He will somehow 

fill your life so you’ll be the parent your child needs.  He will fill the parental role through you if you will commit 

to Him and say “Lord, I’m doing this by myself but I pray for Your help, strength, wisdom, and grace that I can be 

the parent You want me to be.”  Church—this is not just a parent thing—will we commit to help these families 

raise their children?  How many of us will commit to becoming a Sunday School teacher to a child, to leading a 

Wednesday night mission group for children,  paying attention to children as they pass by us here in church?  One 

of my favorite things here at the doorway is to get down on the level of a child, look them in the eyes, and speak to 

them.  Stop long enough to say hello and mentor a child; it’s amazing what that will do for them.  I can remember 

from my childhood those who took time to speak to me; can’t you?  Pray for God’s grace to rest on our church as 

we train up the next generation so we will have a church of soul winners as our generation passes on.  Today, if we 

make that commitment God will bless it and His grace will rest on us, your families, your children and 

grandchildren.   

 

And today if you’ve never come to Him as Lord and Savior—young, middle aged, or older—He will meet you and 

say “I love you, I gave My life for you, I went to the cross for you, I died to forgive your sin.  I love you that 

much.”  I pray you will say in return “Lord, I accept You as my Savior.  I’m a sinner and invite You into my heart 

as my Savior.  I believe through Your cross and the empty tomb You rose from the dead to give me life.”  God’s 

grace will rest on you forever when you pray this prayer.  If you need Him, don’t turn Him away.  Wherever you 

are and pray this prayer, He will accept you as His child.  Let’s pray now that His grace will rest on each of us: 

 

Our Father, our God, in these moments I’ve found how much today’s verse has spoken to me this week.  It’s the 

bridge to understanding the entire life of Jesus.  He had a good beginning—parents who dedicated Him to the Lord 

first thing when He was just forty days old.  I believe Mary and Joseph raised Him with character, strength, and 

wisdom with the understanding God had a plan for His life.  Father God, today, we’re blessed with the asset of 

children—the gift of these young lives and teenagers.  Thank You for that great gift, Lord.  We love them!  You 

love them so much, Father.  We pray today You will bless us as families—parents, grandparents—that we will 

mentor them through the years.  Even when they’re grown and gone, we pray we won’t lose that mentorship as we 

progress in our ages.  They’re always watching us.  Help our footsteps to always lead them to Jesus.  I pray Your 

grace to rest on the homes represented here today that we raise up soul-winners and leaders of the faith.  I pray 

today, Father, You’ll bless that one man, woman, boy, or girl who simply needs to say “Lord Jesus, I do sin and I 

need to be forgiven.  I believe the one way to forgiveness is through Jesus Christ who went to the cross and rose 

from the grave that I might be forgiven and have eternal life.  I open my heart and give You the throne and ask You 

to be my Savior.”  If one person makes that commitment in person or if they need to talk further, I pray Your grace 

will be on them if they’ve never been saved.  This is their moment, their day, and they’re inviting You in.  Church 

home, whatever the need, bless us.  If they pray this simple prayer right now, “Dear Lord, I know I’m a sinner and 

know I need to be forgiven.  I thank You that You love me so much that Jesus laid aside His robes of glory, came to 

a manger, and lived a perfect life as the Lamb of God so that when He went to the cross He went with no sin but 

took mine there.  He died in my place so that I might be forgiven.  He rose from the grave that I might have life.  So 

today, Lord, I ask You to be my Savior and I give my heart to You.  Thank You for loving me so much.”  Bless us 

in these precious moments, Lord, we pray.  Families—children, church, those who come to You as Savior—we ask 

Your grace rest on us.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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