
      

Sunday, November 22, 2020                                   Sermon #25 from the Gospel of John 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor        “The Discouraged Savior”      John 6:60-71 (King James Version) 

 

 

Good morning!  It is so good to see you here in God’s house this morning!  If you’re joining us by streaming, welcome; we’re 

glad you’re here.  As we pull together as one church and one body, it might be in different ways but we’re one body and the 

Lord Jesus sees that.  I also want to thank you; my heart is touched this morning as we send out something new about masks.  I 

know there are a variety of opinions about them; we simply want to do the right thing, the Godly thing, the safe thing, and the 

protective thing.  I hope as the church you understand that.  We don’t want to lay down more rules and restrictions, but we’re 

trying to respond to the leadership we have from the law and from those who say the best ways for the safety of the church.  

Thank you for hearing those things from us as leadership of the church that we just simply want to do the right thing.  We want 

to lead the world to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and we want to worship together knowing we’re protecting one another as  

we come.  This is a great group here in the sanctuary today.  I can tell you this: In accordance to all the things I’ve read, we’re 

actually running well ahead of the curve of church in-person attendance these days.  Again, I thank you for just being here by 

streaming or FM signal in the parking lot.  It is good to be together in God’s house however we do that.  Amen?!   

 

We continue our study in the Gospel of John.  Many of us see the gospels as “pleasure reading” in the Bible with consideration 

to the Old Testament and some of the things we see there.  I want you to know as we’ve studied the Gospel of John, it’s a very 

deep book and Chapter 6 is a very deep chapter; we will finish it today.  It’s by far the longest chapter—71 verses.  Remember, 

the Gospel of John is written by the old disciple, John, the longest lived of the twelve disciples.  God gave him an amazing life, 

probably into his nineties, which was quite unusual for this day and age.  God blessed John to walk with His son, Jesus Christ, 

as a disciple for three years in ministry.  After that was completed with the cross, empty tomb, and Christ’s ascension about 

fifty years went by.  Yet God moved on John’s heart to write the biography of His Son, Jesus, giving us the high points of His 

life.  John said “if I wrote down everything that was to be written, the world could not contain the books.”  We also see as he 

writes this gospel that it’s a witnessing tool; he wants to bring the world to Christ through this gospel.  It stands true still today. 

 

I’ll recap Chapter 6 before we finish it today:  It begins with Jesus feeding the five thousand and unnumbered women and 

children.  As He feeds this crowd, He does it miraculously with two fish and five little loaves of bread.  At the end of that day, 

Jesus retreats to a mountain to be with His Father alone.  His disciples do the opposite—they go to the seashore and their boat 

to sail in the night across the Sea of Galilee about eight miles to dock on the other side at Capernaum.  At about halfway across 

the Sea, a storm of huge proportions came upon them and scares these seasoned fishermen and sailors; they’re fearful for their 

lives.  In the dark, they see someone coming to them.  It is Jesus walking on the water in the storm, and He tells them “…do 

not be afraid; I am with you.”  This is true for each of us as we go through our own personal storms—He is with us and we 

do not have to be afraid.  The storm ceases, and they immediately dock at Capernaum.  The Lord Jesus Christ not only has 

control of the storm, He has control of time, and they immediately land in Capernaum that moment.  The next day Jesus and 

His disciples are across the Sea of Galilee in Capernaum and many from the crowd of five thousand have followed Him across 

the Sea, and they’re all in Capernaum which is the home base of Jesus’ ministry.  Why did they follow Jesus across the sea?  

Because Scripture tells us people are seeking for Jesus.  It was true two thousand years ago and is still true today.  You are 

surrounded by people who need Jesus.  When they seek happiness, peace, and contentment they’re seeking for Jesus because 

He is the source and the only source of eternal life and those things we need in our lives.   

 

As we ended last week, we see this crowd following Jesus and Him teaching them about the eternal bread of life.  He’s 

balancing two kinds of feeding—first day, a physical feeding; the second day in Capernaum, an eternal bread for eternal life.  

As He talks to the crowd in the synagogue in Capernaum, He says you need to eat of My body and to drink of My blood in 

order to have this eternal bread of life.  Many people who heard this misunderstood—they thought how do we do that?  How 

do we eat Jesus’ body and drink His blood?  Look at John 6:52.  The religious leaders of the Jews were there and heard that.  

“The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”  They’re thinking in 

cannibalistic terms—how do we literally eat the flesh of this man, Jesus.  But Jesus was not teaching this at all.  At the end of  
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John 6:63, Jesus says “…the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”  In other words, there’s a 

spiritual meaning in what I’m telling you not this literal meaning of actually eating my body and drinking my blood.  I want 

you to understand what I’m saying but there’s a spiritual meaning I don’t want you to miss.  I’m not telling you to literally eat 

my body or drink my blood—remember this is long before the Lord’s Supper was established.  Rather, He says you need to 

hear My words and take me into your life as Your Savior.  He’s balancing two things that happened in these people’s lives—

the day before they had literally taken in the physical food of fish and bread that Jesus provided.  The next day Jesus is saying I 

have a spiritual food you need to take into yourself; you need to internalize that into your bodies.  Many people listening at the 

synagogue, including the religious leaders, refused to hear the spiritual side of what Jesus was actually saying.  We’re talking 

about taking Him into your hearts—just as you ate physical food yesterday in your stomach, I’m asking you to take Me into 

your life as Your Savior and God.  Many people just couldn’t comprehend it, and here’s the sad outcome.  On this day in 

Capernaum as many people listened to Him at the synagogue, many of them left Him, walked away from Him, and rejected 

hearing from Him anymore. 

 

Turn to John 6:53-54; these are the words people got hung up on.  
53

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and rink his blood, ye have not life in you.  
54

Whoso eateth my flesh and 

drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”  Today’s Scripture describes the reaction of 

those who heard those words.  Now read 60-71.  
60

“Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said This is an 

hard saying; who can hear it?  
61

When Jesus knew in himself that his disciple murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this 

offend you?  
62

What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascent up where he was before?  
63

It is the spirit that quickeneth; 

the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  
64

But there are some of 

you believe not.  For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.  
65

And he 

said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.  
66

From that 

time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.  
67

Then Jesus said unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?  
68

Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.  
69

And we believe and are 

sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.  
70

Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of 

you is a devil?  
71

He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve.” 

 

Jesus is teaching the difference between physical bread and eternal bread—a big difference.  Read verse 60.  Many disciples 

were listening to Jesus’ words—the Greek word for disciple is “mathetes” which means a follower or learner.  It wasn’t just the 

crowd of twelve men who walked with Jesus in ministry.  The disciples are far beyond in number than twelve; all these people 

were gathered at the synagogue in Capernaum to hear Jesus teach.  Many believed and had accepted Him as Savior; some were 

right at the tipping point of allowing Him to be their Savior—leaning in to Him, drawn to Him.  Others were listening to Jesus 

but hadn’t made a decision yet—am I going to accept Him or reject Him.  Some at the synagogue, like the religious leaders, 

opposed Him completely—they were plotting to kill Him, get Him off the face of the earth, and rid Him and His teachings.  So 

many who heard Him talk about eating His body and drinking His blood said He’s teaching a hard saying—it’s hard to tolerate.   

 

Some translations say His teaching is hard to understand.  The crowd just can’t comprehend it, so Jesus asks them two 

questions.  Read verses 61-62.  Jesus asked has my teaching about being the bread of life offend you?  Can’t you understand 

what I’m saying—that I want to be Your Savior; I want you to take Me into your life just like you take in physical food as 

Savior into your heart so I can live in you, be with you, and walk with you day by day.  He also asks would you be unbelieving 

if you were to see Me rise back to glory where I came from—rise back to My robes of  authority and Godliness.  Of course, the 

day comes when He does go back to heaven.  Will you be offended or will you believe?  I want you to believe; I want you to 

know Me as your Savior.  As Jesus talks to them and asks about accepting Him as the bread of life, He says in verse 63 I’m not 

teaching you to eat My flesh—that wouldn’t profit anything.  I want you to know Me in spirit, to be raised from the death of 

sin and be forgiven, live with Me for all eternity and allow Me to live in your heart.  You need to take Me in as your Savior.  

Jesus knew in His own heart that many in that crowd were rejecting Him; they wouldn’t hear His words of invitation.  They 

would not accept Him as Lord and Savior; they refused to believe Him and refused the Word.  Read verse 65.  He’s saying 

whenever a lost person hears an invitation to Jesus Christ, God the Father uses that invitation and begins drawing that person 

in—wooing him to Christ, pulling that soul to know Jesus as Savior.  If you’re not saved today and listening by streaming or 

here in this sanctuary and have never come to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, when an invitation is given to say Jesus died on 

the cross for you, rose from the grave for you to have eternal life, He wants to be your Savior and friend.  If you’ve never been  
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saved before and you feel a pull to know Him as Savior—that’s not just your mind at work, there’s a divine act happening in 

you.  According to verse 65, God is drawing you, pulling you, asking you to lean in to the Savior.  I want you to know: God 

Almighty will draw you to Jesus as Savior but He will not drag you to Jesus as Savior.  It comes down to your personal 

decision to accept and receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; He will draw you but not drag you.  You have to allow Him 

into your life, to open the door of your heart and life so He can come in and live with you. 

 

The Savior, God Almighty, is ministering to this entire crowd at the synagogue that day asking to be their Savior, asking them 

to open their hearts and lives to the bread of life.  I’ll read you one of the saddest verses in the Bible; it’s amazing to me that 

it’s John 6:66 (666 is not a good number in the Bible).  
66

“From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more 

with him.”  Many of those who followed Him to Capernaum walked away.  As He looked at the multitude, perhaps He could 

see people on the outer edges walk away and leave the invitation to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  The Greek word here for many 

is “polloi” which means a great number, maybe the majority of all those gathered to hear Him preach.  So as God Almighty 

stands on earth, Jesus Christ, the Son of God stands on earth giving the invitation to the bread of life but most of the crowd left 

Him.  They walked back into a hopeless, lost life of sin—they “…walked no more with him.”  That means they never came 

back; they never gave it a second thought or a second chance to hear Him again; they walked away permanently.  So as Jesus 

looks at this crowd at the synagogue at Capernaum, it’s getting smaller and smaller as people walk away from Him and reject 

Him as Savior.  Jesus turns to His twelve disciples who had followed Him in ministry and says are you going to leave me, too?  

I believe this moment is of one of great discouragement to the Savior.  But the old rock, Peter, stands up and makes this 

magnificent statement on behalf of all the disciples—maybe he gestures saying, Lord, these are not just my words, they 

encompass all the men who’ve followed you as disciples.  Read verse 69; it’s an awesome statement of faith.  However, he 

makes one major mistake he doesn’t know about.  He speaks to represent all the other eleven disciples but Jesus knows among 

those there is one lost man.  One man who’s been walking with Him as a disciple in ministry but never came to Him as Savior.  

Read verses 70-71.  Judas Iscariot was not just an innocently lost man; his presence represented the plan of Satan in the midst 

of the disciples.  He was planted there by Satan as Jesus’ very betrayer.  I believe Jesus knew this fact from the moment Judas 

Iscariot began walking with the disciples; His betrayer was walking by His side. 

 

I also believe in this passage is one of the deepest moments of discouragement which ties to us.  Hebrews 4:15 says: “For we 

have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, 

yet without sin.”  Have any of us in this room never been discouraged?  Discouragement is a very human emotion; it comes 

into our lives at times.  For the life of the church, this COVID season has been very discouraging.  Yet I have great hope 

weathering this storm we’ll come out on the other side and praising Jesus!  We will be the church and will survive this season.  

But it has been discouraging since March to see what’s happened in the life of the church and though we may have experienced 

some discouragement through streaming and other areas, I believe God is growing the borders and outreach of our church.  

When we’re through with this pandemic, I think we’ll see blessing upon blessing even when we were in the midst of 

discouragement.  God will bless us and carry us through.  Jesus was discouraged here, like we all get.  Does He go through 

discouragement today, as He did two thousand years ago?  I believe every time a baby is removed from its mother’s womb, He 

is discouraged.  I believe when children are denied Bibles and prayer, Jesus is discouraged.  I believe when church attendance 

has been challenged like it has been, Jesus is discouraged but He’s going to carry us through.  When our country strives to 

remove His name and His word from every area of leadership, Jesus is discouraged.  In Luke 19 as Jesus triumphantly enters 

Jerusalem, He looks over that lost city and sheds tears.  I believe to this day He sheds tears over the lost in this world.  His 

character has not changed; His heart is that every soul will come to Him as Savior.  In today’s passage there is one bright 

shining hope and we can’t miss it.  Peter stands up and says Lord, you are the Savior—where else would we go and we want to 

follow you.  Your disciples will not leave you; we won’t be distracted away from you as Lord and Savior and God.  We will 

stand firm with You no matter what the world brings.  I believe this is our call today—to follow Him even the days get 

discouraging.  The Lord says follow Me; stay true with Me. 

 

In this week of Thanksgiving, there is so much for us to be thankful for.  Let me read you just a portion of George 

Washington’s 1789 Proclamation about the original Thanksgiving; it was backed up by Abraham Lincoln some years later.  “It 

is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, and to be grateful for His benefits.”  

If there’s one true meaning of Thanksgiving as we celebrate it this week, it is Lord Jesus thank You for saving me, for 

providing everything I have.  Thank You for my family, life, blessings, strength to make it through the hard days and the  
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blessings of the days of joy.  I am thankful to belong to You and to follow You.  Thank you, Father, for your constant provision 

to me.  The true hope for our country, families, and church is when people will stand up and say Lord Jesus, no matter what the 

world might bring, I will follow You.  That’s our call today, brothers and sisters.  It’s our call as Christians and the church 

body to be bold enough to stand against what harm may come our way and say we will be faithful to you.  Jesus asks that we 

not leave Him just as Peter said, we will not leave you Lord because You’re the Son of God and the Savior.  Will you be one?  

Will I be one?  Will this church stand up and say Lord Jesus we will not leave You?  Nothing will take us away from You; our 

commitment is to You and You alone and we follow You.  What we need to understand is church is neither a game nor a social 

gathering—it’s a gathering of the sealed servants of Almighty God; He asks us never to turn back.  It’s not a hypothetical 

question—will we take that stand from this moment forward to follow Jesus Christ?  It’s a serious question; it was posed in 

John 6 and is posed today.  How many of us will make that commitment today—perhaps at this altar or the altar of your heart.  

I especially pray for our young people to make that decision today; you’re our future leaders and the church needs to stand on 

that strong foundation that the leadership coming along has made that decision.   

 

If you don’t know Jesus as Lord and Savior He’s asking you to receive Him as the eternal bread of life.  The lunch we’ll have 

today, and the Thanksgiving meal on Thursday will sustain us temporarily.  But the bread of life, Jesus, will sustain us forever 

if we tell Him we know He died for us, shed His blood that we might be forgiven of sin, rose from the grave for eternal life.  I 

open my heart that You will come in and live in me to be my Savior.  If you’ve never done that, He truly is waiting for you.  

He wants to be Lord and Savior. Understand this decision is on the dividing line of life and death.  If you’ve never received 

Him, He wants to give you eternal life.  If you’re streaming with us, receive Him today wherever you are.  Say Lord Jesus I 

need You as my bread of life.  This is a moment that can change your life.  Brothers and sisters, will we accept the challenge 

today that no matter what we’ll continue to follow, to be witnesses, and continue to represent Jesus Christ?   

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, I thank you for these moments of worship.  I can say this sixth chapter of John has been 

challenging to study; it’s opened my eyes in many ways to the commitment that I am to have before You.  Some of us see what 

we’re going through in these days and this time in our world as a sacrifice.  In some ways, it is—such as wearing masks.  I 

don’t like the thing because it fogs up my glasses, and I can’t see my brothers and sisters speaking.  But besides the cross, it’s 

such a tiny, little, minor sacrifice to protect the safety of my neighbor.  I will gladly do what You ask me to do to preserve life 

and health of my brothers and sisters and those outside these doors as well.  Father, I pray today that we who are believers will 

say whatever the sacrifice might be, small or big, I will follow You.  That is my commitment to You this day.  My life is 

Yours, and I will always stand for You whatever the world might bring what Jesus asked His disciples two thousand years ago 

and today.  If there’s one here who needs You, I pray he or she will know that You are the bread of life and will give life 

everlasting and eternal when they say yes to You.  Come into my heart and bless me.  Father, bless us in our moment of need 

whatever it be.  Touch us, we pray, and we thank You for this moment of decision.  In the strong name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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