
      
 

Sunday, October 4, 2020                               Sermon #20 from the Gospel of John 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor            “Three Witnesses to Jesus”                   John 5:30-47 (King James Version) 
 

 

It’s great to see everyone here this morning—I’m getting use to these two sermon times and liking them!  Before I start 

my message, I have a question:  Have you ever gone from the heights of joy to the depths of despair?  I had that 

experience this morning.  For those who keep up with me, I had a birthday yesterday—the bad news.  The good news is 

that I’m 364 days away from Medicare!  Here are the heights and the depths:  Isabella Wilson comes in this morning, 

followed by her Daddy, Mark.  Isabella says “Happy Birthday; you look like you’re 30 years old!”  That was the high.  

Mark reminded her “Remember, you’re in church!”  Thanks, Mark—friends like these…..! 

 

We’re continuing our journey in the Gospel of John written by Jesus’ disciple, John, who lived the longest; most of the 

others died young.  God allowed him to live through his eighties, maybe into his nineties which was an amazing feat two 

thousand years ago.  John walked with Jesus, saw His miracles, heard His sermons, and laid his head on Jesus’ chest as 

He brought forth the Lord’s Supper.  Fifty years percolated in John’s mind, and God inspired him and led him to write 

this biography of Jesus Christ with the intention of bringing the world to salvation through Christ and Christ alone.  

Millions have come because of this Gospel.  If you’ve never come to Jesus Christ, today you’ll hear an invitation. 

 

I’ve read and studied this Gospel many times; I tell new believers who don’t where to begin reading the Bible to start 

with the Gospel of John.  Chapter 5 has grown in depth to me in what it says.  Remember, all the Bible revolves around 

Jesus.  All of the Old Testament from the prophets and the sacrificial system points to the coming Savior.  We see the 

gospel writers—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—talk about who Christ is.  We see Paul give great testimony through 

his letters to churches and individuals about who Jesus is. 

 

But Chapter 5 is unique—Jesus Himself speaks about who He is.  I love these words and have been challenged by them.  

Here’s a recap prior to today:  Jesus heals a man who was crippled for thirty-eight years at the pool of Bethesda in 

Jerusalem.  The man held onto his last thread of hope that he could be the first in the healing waters there.  Then one day 

a stranger came to him and said seven words that changed his life: “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.”  This man met 

the “Great Physician.”  It’s by Jesus Christ alone you and I are healed, that we have the strength to open our eyes every 

morning, get out of bed, and go through our day.  The Great Physician can heal you today if you’re dealing with a 

medical or other problem.  The interesting thing about this man was that he didn’t know who healed him—he didn’t 

know who Jesus was!  This tells us he was healed physically but not spiritually.  Sadly, this happens today—people who 

receive miracles from God but never see Jesus through them.  Finally, the religious leaders track down the One who 

healed the man but they don’t celebrate.  They told Jesus He had broken the law because He healed this man on the 

Sabbath; they began the plot to kill him that day.  This plot continues to develop throughout this Gospel and culminates 

on the old rugged cross.  I remind you that the Roman government, the scribes, and the Levites did not put Jesus on the 

cross; Love put Him on the cross!  Jesus Himself laid down His life willingly so that we could have forgiveness.  He 

allowed Himself to be put on that cross so you and I might have the hope of eternal life.  Praise God for a Savior who 

willingly laid down His life that we may be saved!  We’ll celebrate that during the Lord’s Supper today.  Jesus tells these 

religious leaders exactly who He is.  For centuries they taught the Old Testament as we understand it and realized it was 

pointing to a Messiah.  He tells them it is He who stands among them—I am the Messiah, I am God Himself in the flesh 

talking to you.  In verses 19-47 Jesus puts in His own words who He is. 
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I’ll briefly recap verses 19-29.  Jesus tells these religious leaders He is the Son of God the Father; He’s equal to God 

Almighty.  There’s no division between Him and Father God; He and the Father are one.  He said just as God the Father 

can open the grave and raise the dead, I can do likewise.  I mentioned this at the 8:30 service: When Jesus stood at the 

tomb of Lazarus, He raised His eyes towards heaven and thanked God for the miracle that was coming.  He said 

“Lazarus, come forth!”  And he did—even in his own grave clothes.  If He had just said “Come forth” everyone in that 

cemetery would have raised because He has that power!  He said I will choose who I raise.  Praise God that we see Jesus 

exercising that power and authority.  In this passage, He says one day I will be your judge.  You scribes and Pharisees 

may stand before Me to oppose Me today but one day you will kneel before Me as your judge.  He’s trying to shock them 

into the truth that He is God.  Let’s now read verse 30 through the end of the chapter.   

 

“
30

I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own 

will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.  
31

If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.  
32

There is 

another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true.  
33

Ye sent unto 

John, and he bare witness unto the truth.  
34

But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye 

might be saved.  
35

He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light.  
36

But I have greater witness that that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same 

works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.  
37

And the Father himself, which hath sent me, 

hath borne witness of me.  Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.  
38

And ye have not his 

word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not.  
39

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye 

have eternal life; and they are they which testify of me.  
40

And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.  
41

I 

receive not honour from men.  
42

But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.  
43

I am come in my 

Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.  
44

How can ye 

believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?  
45

Do not 

think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust.  
46

For had 

ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.  
47

But if believe not his writings, how shall ye 

believe my words?”  Keep in mind Jesus is speaking to those who oppose Him.   

 

Read verse 31 again.  My witness is not effective is what He’s saying.  Jesus says if I were the only witness about Myself 

that I am the Son of God, my witness would not be entirely effective.  If I were the only one in the world who proclaimed 

Himself Savior, my witness would not be entirely effective.  His word is insufficient; someone else has to give a witness 

to Him as the Son of God and that His word is true.  My word won’t stand alone; I need other witnesses to point to me as 

Savior.  This is very important; there had to be others who agreed with Him that He indeed is the Savior.  If this is truly 

the Christ, then other witnesses will confirm and say yes, this is the Son of God.  Years ago I read a piece addressed to 

pastors and the author said:  Pastors, you need to not only proclaim yourself as pastor and leader of a congregation but 

your congregation needs to stand up, point to you, and give the witness that yes, this is our leader, our teacher, our pastor.  

A pastor can’t be self-proclaimed but rather you need to recognize your pastor(s) of the church.  Basically this article said 

if you’re a pastor, every now and then look around to see if someone’s following you.  If you’re not, you’re lacking a 

witness and are not the self-proclaimed pastor you should be.  Jesus Himself also said I need witnesses unto me that I 

might be shown to the world as the Savior.  Who are the witnesses to His ministry?  In verses 32-47, He names three that 

lift Him up as Lord and God and point to Him as Messiah: 

 

(Witness #1): John the Baptist who confirmed Jesus over and over as the Messiah and Savior.  According to Isaiah, he 

was the voice of one crying in the wilderness and paved the way for Jesus to walk onto the scene.  He said I am not the 

Christ; I am not the Savior.  I am proclaiming He is coming.  Jesus said John the Baptist has been a shining light; he’s  
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pointed the way to me as Savior and Son of God coming from the Father.  Read verse 35 again; Jesus tells the religious 

leaders they believed in John the Baptist for a while and then turned him away. 

 

(Witness #2):  This is not a person but rather is the miracles of God that came through Jesus Christ.  Read verse 36.  I 

remind you again that at the end of this Gospel, John said if I wrote down everything Jesus did and recorded every 

miracle He performed, the world could not contain all the books that would be written.  We realize He had a miraculous 

life, even though we don’t have much information from His birth until He was thirty years old except for that time when 

he was twelve in the temple.  He was teaching with authority at twelve years old to the greatest teachers of the law who 

were amazed and drew closer to Him.  Jesus said when God the Father sent me to lay aside my robes of glory in heaven 

and come to earth, take on flesh, and walk on soil I had certain actions I was to do on this earth to set forth His miracles, 

glory, and honor.  From birth to resurrection, Jesus says God gave me a set of works to do to show you His authority and 

lordship.  When a person is healed like the crippled man earlier in Chapter 5, you see the mighty power of God in the 

healing.  Miracles are witnesses to who Jesus is.  We know the miracles of healing still happen today by the Great 

Physician, whether they are minor illnesses or bigger diseases.  Think of the Samaritan people who were saved and 

forgiven at Sychar where Jesus met the woman at the well.  She went into town as a witness, and they rushed out to Him.  

Jesus spent two days there offering salvation to those people; it was a miracle of God those lost people were saved!  The 

greatest miracle in all the universe is when a soul is brought to Jesus as Savior—they’re healed from hell to heaven, from 

guilt to forgiveness, from a life with no purpose to one serving Him.  The greatest miracle of all is when we come to Him 

and say Lord Jesus, I believe the cross, the empty tomb, and that You can forgive this sinner and adopt me into the 

family of God.  I need you as Savior.  I pray for this to happen today in this place.  Jesus had to finish all these actions 

mentioned above before He could face the old rugged cross.  In John 19:30 as Jesus hung on the cross, He said those 

three words “It is finished.”  He had completed everything God the Father entrusted Him to do in His short thirty-three 

years on earth in the flesh. 

 

(Witness #3):  Verses 37 and 39.  We know Jesus Christ is the Son of God; we acknowledge before Him as we worship 

Him today that He’s the Savior of the world simply because the Bible tells us so!  I thought this morning about the length 

of time I’ve been honored and privileged to study His word and to be in this pulpit for over thirty-eight years.  I studied it 

diligently three years in seminary; four years in college as a religion major.  I’ve studied it from Sunday School all 

through my life and I’ve realized the more you study it, the more you need to study it!  The more you study it, the deeper 

it gets.  The truth of God is a mine that never has a bottom; be a student of the word!  The youngest child learns the 

greatest theology in all the world who says “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  The greatest witness 

in the world is God’s word He wrote about His son.  From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible revolves around Jesus Christ.  

Jesus is telling these Jewish scholars you’ve studied the Bible (the Old Testament) all your life; I’m on every page but 

you’ve still not met Me.  You still won’t recognize Me; I’m standing before you in the flesh.  You have all this study and 

knowledge about the Messiah coming, and you still reject Me.  You have all the evidence in the world but you won’t 

come to me as Lord and Savior.  We’re reminded in the Old Testament when God spared Abraham’s son, Isaac, on the 

altar of death it points ahead to the fact that God would not spare His own Son on the altar of the cross.  It points ahead to 

the truth of the Messiah coming.  We know Isaiah prophesied that there’s a baby coming to a manger and will be Mighty 

God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  When God called Israel to sacrifice a lamb when they’re leaving for 

freedom, it points ahead to the lamb that would be sacrificed on the cross for our freedom from sin.  The Bible revolves 

around the gift of Jesus Christ to us.  The prophet Micah said if you want to know where He was born look in Bethlehem 

and you will find Him there.  In the Book of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are in the fiery furnace.  King 

Nebuchadnezzar sees them and a fourth “…like the Son of God.”  Jesus is on every page of your Bible. 
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I’m not discouraging you from reading devotional material and books about Jesus; be a student however you can pick up 

information about Him.  But do not neglect this word (holds up the Bible); it’s the sharpest picture of the Savior we have.  

He tells the scholars in verses 40-43 you know the Bible but refuse to know Me.  In verses 45-47 I’ll paraphrase what He 

says:  One day you great teachers of the Bible will stand before God Almighty.  And one day every person ever born will 

stand before Him; He will assess our life and what we’ve done in our earthly days.  Jesus tells these religious leaders 

when you stand before God, I will be there.  God the Father has given Me the right to be the judge.  Jesus says I won’t 

accuse you of that which you have done against me but rather God the Father will look at you and say I gave you all the 

evidence, I described My Son to a “T”—there are more than seven hundred prophesies about Jesus in the Old Testament 

alone.  I told you where He would be born; I told you about His life and ministry.  I told you about His being the final 

sacrificial lamb, but you still rejected Me!  You stand before Me as lost men; you ignored the description of My Son.   

 

Jesus as the judge doesn’t have to point a finger of accusation and bring your sin up; He’ll simply say I honor what you 

have chosen about me.  If you’ve turned me away in your earthly days, your judgment is that you’ll live separated from 

me for all eternity.  You’ll go to hell and never see Me again.  For the believer when we stand before God the judge, 

He’ll say no sin has been credited to your account because when My Son died on the cross and you accepted Him as 

Savior, your sin was expunged from the books!  Because You chose My Son, I’m choosing heaven for you, glory for 

you, forgiveness for you!  And son or daughter you will live with Me forever!  Everyone chooses where they’ll live for 

eternity.  Reject My Son—live in hell.  Receive My Son—live in the joy of heaven for all eternity. 

 

Today, we need to rededicate our lives to reading this book—devotionally and daily—allowing the word of God to plant 

itself in our minds and hearts.  If you want to live the life of Jesus Christ, you cannot do it completely without knowing 

this word.  It is so vitally important to the life of Christ as we live for Him as believers.  You won’t find a lie if you’re 

living in the truth.  Let’s keep the truth in front of us every day as believers.  Every sermon is important but you can’t 

live on one meal a week!  Physically and spiritually you need to be in the word to see the perfect picture of the Savior we 

follow.  If you’ve never received Jesus as Lord and Savior, let me give you the truth of the word.  Jesus loves you; He 

loves you so deeply that He went to a cross to die for your sin and mine.  All of us sin and fall short of the glory of God.   

He shed His own blood that you might be forgiven.  No matter what you’ve done or how great your sin is, He’s ready to 

forgive you if you’ll tell him you’re a sinner and know He died for you on the old rugged cross.  You rose on the third 

day that I will have life everlasting.  I accept You as my Savior; I lay down my sin and will.  I want to be like You.  He 

publicly went to the cross for you; you publicly come also.  Praise God we can know Him here! 

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, thank you for these moments and meeting us wherever we are.  If we’re believers, I pray 

you’ll meet us in recommitment of our lives that we’ll study this greatest picture of Jesus that’s right in our laps today.  It 

cannot lay on a coffee table gathering dust!  We must open it and let it speak to us.  For the one who needs Jesus as 

Savior, the invitation is simple—just come.  Church home, healing, etc., You’re bigger than our needs and You will bless 

us.  In Jesus’ precious name, Amen. 
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