
 

 

 

 

 

      

 

       

 

Good morning!  If you’re just joining us today, you’ve picked a great time as we study the account of Jesus’ life that is so 

very important.  We’re allowing God to speak through us and help us grow in this Scripture.  As a reminder, there are 

four biographies of Jesus in your New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.  It’s interesting to me how God gives us 

the account of Jesus’ life.   Most of the time someone who has an important life, a biography is written about that person 

and one biography stands.  Yet, God gives four accounts of His Son.  It’s obvious every writer describes the same 

person—Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Savior.  Each man writes under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, but we see each 

gospel writer portraying Jesus from his own viewpoint, background, and need.  They each stand on their own turf 

because each has a specific direction based on his emotions.  Luke is the only Gentile writer in the entire Bible; he wrote 

Luke and Acts.  He looks at Jesus through different eyes—from a Gentile background.  As we put these four gospels 

together, God gives us a fuller picture of who His Son Jesus is. 

 

Today we’ll study one solitary miracle of Jesus Christ that’s in all four gospels—the feeding of the five thousand.   As 

we look at this miracle in the framework of the four gospels, I want us to meld them together to get a full picture of 

what’s going on as Jesus feeds these five thousand men.  According to all four books, Jesus is in the full swing of His 

ministry—He’s popular; people follow Him; they hang on His every word; where He goes, they show up; where He and 

His disciples are, people are healed; and where they go, the word of God is spoken.  In Matthew 14 before Jesus fed the 

five thousand, He had already preached the Sermon on the Mount.  In Mark 6 we see the five thousand fed but Jesus had 

preached to many people and had gone on a boat to the Sea of Galilee as the multitudes gathered on the seashore.  In 

Luke 9 before Jesus fed the five thousand He had already raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead; this miracle brought 

multitudes to Him.  We see His ministry growing with all the people following Him—some in sheer faith wanting to hear 

the next word of truth knowing it’s coming from the mouth of God.  Some followed Him out of curiosity trying to figure 

out who this man is; some wanted to see the next “trick” of a miracle; and some followed because they hated Him and 

wanted to form a case for how they could kill Him.   All these people who followed Jesus caused Him to become tired 

from trying to reach their needs.  Remember He is the Son of God; He is one hundred percent God but also one hundred 

percent human.  He felt every infirmity—everything we have felt, Jesus has felt.  He got tired.  He never got tired of 

ministry but got tired in ministry.  As the multitudes kept following Him, He was giving out; His disciples, too, were in 

ministry.  It’s not a sin to be tired in ministry; if you’re human that’s going to happen.  But Jesus needed to rest just like 

we do, but there were so many people with so many needs following His every step. 

 

In Mark 6, we see the setup of why the five thousand gathered to see Jesus, verses 30-33:  “
30

And the apostles gathered 

themselves together unto Jesus and told him all things, both what they had done, and what they had taught.  
31

And he said 

unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, 

and they had no leisure so much as to eat.  
32

And they departed into a desert place by ship privately.  
33

And the people 

saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together 

unto him.”  Jesus was actually gathering His disciples to get away and go to the desert to rest, have a retreat, enjoy some  
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fellowship together.  They all needed to back away and just rest.  But the people followed them to this desert setting and 

formed an “impromptu” congregation.  Jesus was moved with compassion for them; He saw them as sheep without a 

shepherd (verse 34).  Rather than retreat for a rest, He laid aside His needs and His disciples to minister to the crowds.  

He teaches them and heals many, and after the Word of God is delivered the evening is coming and shadows are falling.  

There are thousands of hungry people beside Him and before Him in this desert place; there was no food readily 

available.  What were they to do?  He fed the hunger of their souls but what about the hunger of their bodies?  Now turn 

to John 6:1-15:  “
1
After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee which is the Sea of Tiberias.  

2
And a great 

multitude followed him because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased.  
3
And Jesus went up into 

a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples.  
4
And the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.  

5
When Jesus then lifted 

up his eyes and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may 

eat?  
6
And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do.  

7
Phillip answered him, Two hundred 

pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.  
8
One of his disciples, Andrew, 

Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto him, 
9
There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves and two small fishes: but what 

are they among so many?  
10

And Jesus said, Make the men sit down.  Now there was much grass in the place.  So the 

men sat down, in number about five thousand.  
11

And Jesus took the loaves and when he had given thanks, he distributed 

to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.  
12

When 

they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.  
13

Therefore 

they gathered them together and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over 

and above unto them that had eaten.  
14

Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a 

truth that prophet that should come into the world.  
15

When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him 

by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.” 

 

The gospel writer John says Jesus took His disciples into a boat and sailed across the Sea of Galilee.  This is a personal 

remembrance, inspired by God—he was one of them in the boat.  “We were going for rest and fellowship.”  At the 

widest point, the Sea of Galilee is over eight miles wide.  So they were sailing to get to a quiet place for rest and peace.  

People spotted the boat, saw Christ and His disciples, and guessed where and when they would arrive.  Jesus and the 

disciples saw these crowds who followed them; they got to the mountain first!  Jesus teaches them the Word of God.  

According to Matthew and Mark, He also heals many of their physical diseases.  After the teaching and preaching, I 

believe there was a large contingent who were saved by the Word of God.  After Jesus fed their souls and healed them, 

He asked how will we feed their bodies.  He had a plan for that; He uses this as a teaching moment for the disciples.  

Most of us think in our own little “box” of how Jesus is going to act and how God will accomplish His will.  We need to 

take the lid off the “box” and let God be God!  He will do what He chooses in a miraculous way.  He wants His disciples 

to think like God would think.  He puts them to a test; read verses 5 and 6.  He begins with Phillip—how can we feed 

these five thousand men, women, and children. 

 

In all four gospels, we see four solutions:  (#1) Found in Matthew 14, Mark 6, Luke 9.  All the disciples discuss the 

situation and tell Jesus to “send them away and let them get their own food.”  (#2) Found in John 6:7.  Phillip suggests 

raising some money, go to the nearest town and buy food, but this was not feasible.  (#3) From Andrew, the man with a 

good heart.  He befriended a little boy out of the crowd; he discovered this lad had a mother who “packed his supper.”  

Andrews says the boy is willing to entrust his supper to you, Lord.  But what is this to feed so many; it’s a drop in the 

bucket!  (#4) Jesus’ solution: “Make the men sit down.”  Imagine there were two thousand more women in addition to 

the five thousand.  John McArthur’s commentary says there could have been as many as twenty thousand!  When we 

have a church picnic, I calculate how many burgers, hot dogs, etc. to feed 200-300 people—I’d really stress out for this 

many people!  If you seated seven thousand men, women, and children, it would take 2½ acres; twenty thousand people  

 

Page 2 – Clifford Baptist Sermon 10/11/20 



would take about 6 acres.  So with five barley loaves and less than a can of sardines, Jesus took a little bit and by God’s 

power, He made it sufficient.  We need to hear this because Jesus is the same Jesus today as he was two thousand years 

ago.  He can take a little bit, give it in faith, and it will become sufficient.  John 6:11 said He took that single serving of 

food, and the first thing He did was give God thanks for it.  In the accounts in Matthew 14, Mark 6, and Luke 9, they said 

Jesus looked heavenward in thanks.  Before a miracle took place, Jesus thanked God—He also did this in the raising of 

Lazarus from the dead.  Jesus can take something small and by His grace, if given in faith, can make it what it needs to 

be in sufficiency.  The character, compassion, and plan of God has not changed; it’s exactly today what it was then. 

 

As we apply what we’re seeing here, it applies to a little country church out in a little community where no one knows 

where we are.  If God sees fit to take our little congregation to touch an entire world, it will be accomplished if we go to 

Him in sheer faith and surrender and lay ourselves before Him—because God Almighty is in control, not us!  We give 

the little bit; He makes it sufficient.  His love and compassion compares to the way we give Him a material offering.  

When we tithe in faith, God will multiply it to meet every need coming our way.  We have to give in faith, give in the 

will of God, in obedience, and He will multiply it to touch the world.  I told our 8:30 a.m. gathering that I received an 

email from a candidate for the upcoming election who said if you’ll send me money, I’ll increase your gift to me by 

850%!  I have people who will underwrite your gift so that if you give $50 it will become $475.  I laughed and thought 

850% to God is nothing!  God can take our few pennies of an offering here and can cover the world in missions if He so 

chooses.  We can support missionaries, food ministries, and outreach to the world with the little bit we give in faith and 

surrender so He can make it sufficient.  This also applies to how we give our time and talent.  Every one of us as 

believers in the Lord Jesus Christ has at least one talent to give to the Lord.  I believe most of us have many talents, and 

we’re all unique and special.  If we give our talents and time, in spite of our “busyness” with work, family, school, etc. 

and say I want to entrust them to the ministry of my church, He can take them and make us ministers of Jesus Christ.  If 

all of us will, in faith, surrender to Him, He can take the ministry of this church and make it what He wants it to be.  He 

can increase us exponentially because He Is God.   

 

Concerning the feeding of the five thousand, some theologians think Jesus used the psychology of sharing.  They think 

He held up the boy’s lunch bag and then everyone else shared theirs with each other.  This is bad theology and not what 

this Scripture says at all!  It’s written here, I believe, that this little boy produced the entirety of the food for the crowd 

that day.  Jesus took that tiny offering and miraculously multiplied it to feed thousands.  Read verses 12-13.  After 

everyone had eaten, there were twelve baskets of food left over—these were not laundry baskets; they were just small 

wicker ones.  When Jesus creates a miracle, there will be no overages; He’ll use everything from that miracle to bring 

lives to Him and touch lives for Him.  Jesus never lets a blessing go to waste; read again last part of verse 12.  In verse 

15, it says people were so overwhelmed by this miracle they wanted to make Him an earthly king.  We know that was not 

His purpose or calling.  He retreats from them so they can’t lift Him up and make Him king. 

 

Let’s study this miracle in modern day terms.  We know the character of God has not changed—from the beginning of 

Genesis to the end of Revelation.  He’s the same God with the same promises, character, authority, and power.  We know 

He can still take a little bit and make it more than sufficient.  Please remember this: In every offering we give—money, 

time, talent—it has to be our all!  It has to be the best we can give Him!  God does not honor leftovers; He deserves our 

first fruits, the best we have.  He deserves full surrender—spiritually and materially.  He does not work on the “pittance” 

principle—I’ll throw in a dollar and see what God does with it.  He cannot create a miracle with an attitude like that!  We 

can’t say I’ll give you one hour a week, Lord; the rest of the time I’m on my own and see you next Sunday.  That’s a 

pittance!  We begin our week with worship and leave to serve Him.  We can’t demand and expect God to take our scraps 

and produce miracles.  One of the unsung heroes of today’s Scripture is the young boy who gave away his supper; he  
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entrusted it to Andrew to be allowed to carry out the miracle.  God deserves some sacrifice from our life; when we give 

our best He can take it and make miracles of our family, our witness, our ministry in this church.  If we want to see these 

miracles, we need to fall on our knees before Him and say Lord, You deserve the best I have to give.  You deserve the 

best I can surrender to you.  Give me an attitude of sacrifice—to go beyond what’s comfortable for me.  Lord, take my 

little bit and increase it miraculously that my gift may make a difference in the Kingdom of God.  How many of us will 

surrender in this way?  It’s laying ourselves bare before Him and not withholding anything.  If you want to see miracles 

in your life and your family, surrender to Him. 

 

Today, if you don’t know Jesus as Lord and Savior—He doesn’t give a little bit to us; He gave His all.  He laid down His 

life on the old rugged cross for us.  There’s nothing more that Jesus can give than He gave.  He poured out His blood that 

we might be forgiven.  If you’ve never received Him as Savior, He’s inviting you—“Come to Me.”  I want you as my 

son, my daughter.  I gave everything I could to save you to give you life in heaven and joy and purpose.  Will you just 

come and surrender your heart to Me?  Will you give Me your life and let Me be your Savior? 

 

If today you’ve come just to make a show or give Him a bit of your life, don’t come because you don’t know what 

salvation is.  “All to Jesus I surrender; all to Him I freely give.”  That’s what salvation is about.  If you’re ready to lay 

your sin down and stand up as a son or daughter completely belonging to Him, you come.  He can take you and make a 

miracle out of you.  God bless us as He takes a little bit and make it sufficient. 

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, thank you for these moments and for everyone listening today.  Thank you, Lord, that You’re 

willing to take our lives and take us collectively as a church in surrender to You.  You can take our little bit and 

exponentially increase it to be sufficient to touch the world.  I pray for my brothers and sisters and myself that we 

surrender all to You.  I pray for that one who has never come to you as Savior that he or she will say “All to Jesus I 

surrender; all to Him I freely give.  Take away my sin; give me forgiveness.  Give me heaven, Lord, and I will walk with 

You.  I want to grow to be like You.”  You’re more than sufficient for all of our needs.  Bless us we pray.  In Jesus’ 

precious name, Amen. 
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