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Welcome to everyone here in person or listening via media or FM signal today.  We’re grateful to be one church as we 

gather in God’s house!  We’re taking another step forward in the Gospel of John which is a great witnessing tool about 

the life of Jesus Christ.  As you’re with me through these sermons, my prayer is that you and I are growing in a 

witnessing tool—growing and understanding how we might witness to a world in great need. 

 

This is a tool John, the disciple, left for us.  If you remember, Jesus had two sets of brothers on His disciple “team”: 

Andrew and Simon, who later became known as Peter, and James and John.  They were all fishermen—hardy, strong 

men—but Jesus changed their profession and calling.  They were no longer going to be dropping nets into the sea for fish 

but Jesus called them to be “fishers of men and women” for the Lord Jesus Christ and for the salvation and forgiveness 

that can come only through Him by the grace and love of God.  James and John were the sons of Zebedee; the entire 

family was fishermen.  If you remember, they were known as “Sons of Thunder” in their younger days.  They were 

impetuous, fiery, and absolutely committed to the Lord Jesus Christ.  History records that James was probably the first 

disciple to die a martyr’s death as a servant and preacher of the Lord Jesus Christ.  His brother, John, was the last to die 

of the disciples; he lived to be a very old man.  He accomplished much in his old age; those letters of I, II, and III John in 

the New Testament are probably the last ones he wrote.  He called church members “little children;” he earned that right 

because he was so old and everyone else was a child to him.  But the Gospel of John was a record of the life of Jesus 

Christ; he wrote this as a witnessing tool to leave behind after he left this earth.  He walked with Christ, heard Him 

preach, saw the dead raised, and saw miracle after miracle.  About fifty years after Jesus’ ascension, God moved on his 

heart to write this word down.  In Chapter 20:30-31, he tells us why he wrote this gospel—so that the world might come 

to know Jesus as Lord and Savior.  I know this gospel has led millions to the Lord Jesus Christ since it was written.  I 

believe one verse in this book has led countless thousands to Jesus—John 3:16. 

 

Last week we studied a section of this memorable account of Jesus’ life as He has an appointment with a lonely outcast 

Samaritan woman in the town of Sychar.  He reaches out to this woman who is not like Him, who is a different race, 

probably a different color, and different lifestyle.  He meets her at Jacob’s Well, the well given to Joseph, his son; it was 

the watering place for all of Sychar.  Jesus traveled through Samaria with the intention of meeting this one woman; it was 

a Holy appointment.  She didn’t know it but when she walked to well in the hottest part of the day and no one else would 

be there, she saw a lone man sitting on the lip of that well and his name was Jesus.  Remember, this was a Samaritan 

woman and a Jewish man.  Jesus crosses the racial and social barriers and strikes up a conversation with her.  He moves 

from physical well water to offering her the spiritual living water of forgiveness and being right with God.  If she would 

come to Him, she would never thirst in her soul again.  As we ended last week in verse 15, she still hadn’t gotten the 

point of what Jesus was telling her.  “
15

The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come 

hither to draw.”  The truth of this living water and salvation had not sunk in.  So we pick up today in verse 16: 
 

16
Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.  

17
The woman answered and said, I have no husband.  

Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband:  
18

For thou hast had five husbands,; and he whom thou  
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now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.  
19

The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a 

prophet.  
20

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 

worship.  
21

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain nor 

yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.  
22

Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is 

of the Jews.  
23

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 

in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  
24

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 

him in spirit and in truth.  
25

The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is 

come, he will tell us all things.  
26

Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.  
27

And upon this came his disciples 

and marveled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her?  
28

The 

woman then left her waterpot and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,  
29

Come, see a man, which told me all 

things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?  May God add His blessing to the reading of this portion of His word. 

 

So Jesus has brought to her attention to satisfy the thirst of her soul and heart with “living” water.  He helps her to 

understand she’s like us all—a sinner, far removed from the will of God.  She has done things that stand as a wall 

between her and God; she’s fallen short of God’s blessing in her life.  Hear this:  Before any person can come to Christ as 

Savior and be saved, they first have to be confronted by their own sin.  They have to know they’ve done that which is 

wrong against God the Father.  They have to know they’re a sinner and need to be forgiven; they need to repent and be 

sorry for their sin.  Jesus does just that with her—“…go call your husband…”  To her credit, she answers honestly and 

said “I have no husband.”  Jesus said I know all things about you; obviously she’s led a very sad life. 

 

I thank Glenda Wray Jennings for planting this thought—what had happened to her that she had been through five 

marriages and divorced five times?  We really don’t know but a woman in that day and age sitting on a well could never 

have initiated a divorce; it was not the legal right of a woman to ever divorce her husband—only the husband could 

divorce his wife.  Five men threw this woman away.  A woman who was divorced one time was looked down upon—

what did she do to drive her husband away?  But five times?!  She was an outcast—no one wanted a relationship with 

her.  She carried that stigma with her every single day; that’s why she came to well at noon. She didn’t want to see 

anyone and be pointed at and ridiculed.  She felt she was not worthy of friends, and she didn’t have a friend.  In her 

mind, she was worthless and afraid and avoided people at all costs.  I read a commentary which said young people today 

are saying living together is not wrong because the Bible never addresses that directly.  I beg to differ—it says so right 

here!  Jesus tells this woman she’s living with a man and it’s a sin; you’ve taken your life away from the will, plan, and 

grace of God by living with this man.  From the loss of those marriages, she’s spiraled down and lost so much confidence 

and self-worth.  She’s just given in to living with a man without marriage.  Jesus points this sin out to her and she knows 

it so she’s convicted there’s something wrong in her life.  Now, Jesus has pushed her out of her comfort zone.  She can’t 

believe this Jewish man was talking to her, a Samaritan woman, to begin with—she was very uncomfortable! 

 

She throws out a “diversionary tactic”—talking about the difference in their ways of worship.  She said she was brought 

up to believe Samaritans could worship God right on Mount Gerazim.  Look again at verses 21-22 (woman is a term of 

respect).  Jesus tells her she’s going to come to realize that where we worship is not the most important question but who 

do you worship?  Who is the God of your life?  Who is the God of Salvation?  Jesus assures her in verse 22 that true 

salvation is of the Jews—in other words, your Savior is not coming out of Samaria; He’s not coming out of the Gentile 

population but He’s coming from the Jewish nation.  Look at verses 23-24.  Jesus teaches here when we truly worship 

God Almighty, our Creator, the one who deserves glory and honor, it’s not so much the location of our body but it’s the 

condition of our heart.  God is a spirit, and His desire is that worship begins in the heart because He lives there.  He says 

there’s a building for God in Jerusalem, here in Samaria, and two thousand years later there are church buildings  
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everywhere.  The real issue is: Does God have a home in the temple of your heart as your Lord and Savior?  That’s the 

question that changes eternity!  Have you given your life and surrendered to Him?  Somewhere in this woman’s life she 

learned this truth; look at verse 25.  She knew to be looking for the Savior; she knew the Messiah would come and to 

keep her eyes open for His appearance.  Read verse 26.  I’m the Messiah you’ve been looking for; I’m the Christ you’ve 

been looking for.  He reveals Himself to her as God Almighty sitting on the edge of the well He created!  In this moment, 

the woman has to make a decision: Is what He told her true or false?  Will I accept this man sitting on the well as a phony 

or will I accept Him as my Lord?  Then comes a “commercial break!” 

 

Before we know her decision, the disciples come back from the town with food.  They’re amazed to see Jesus talking to 

this woman; they had no idea of His “appointment” with her.  But they didn’t question Him as to why He broke all those 

barriers to talk with her.  So in that moment, the woman recognizes Jesus and accepts Him as her Savior.  I want to point 

out she left her waterpot which was probably heavy and would slow her down on the way back to Sychar.  When we are 

surrendered to the Lord Jesus Christ, we have good news to share!  Once she got to town, she didn’t linger but would just 

tell groups of men “Go to the well!  I have just met the Messiah!  You need to meet Him!”  When she surrendered her 

life to Jesus, something changed about her.  She avoided looking or talking with people and now with the spirit of God 

living in her heart, she charged into town willing to tell anyone who would listen!  This is a common theme in the 

Bible—once you meet Jesus, you want someone else to know!  When Jesus talked to Andrew in John 1, the first thing he 

did was find his brother Simon who later became known as Peter.  In Mark 5 we read of a man who lived among the 

tombs; he was so lost with demonic activity that the townspeople threw him out to live in a cemetery.  They could hear 

him at night howling with pain and agony, then Jesus came.  When the man of the tombs met Him, his right mind came 

back to him and he was saved and healed.  He said, Lord, let me travel with you and tell others about you.  Jesus said no; 

you stay here and tell your town about what I’ve done for you. 

 

One of the most moving salvation experiences I’ve been part of was when I visited a man who was close to death and 

shared Jesus Christ with him.  He accepted Him, and we prayed together inviting Christ into his life.  His first words 

proved his salvation to me: “Go to the other room, get my wife, bring her in here, and tell her the same thing you just told 

me.”  His desire was the person closest to him would know the salvation of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  She 

confirmed her salvation that day as well. 

 

I want you to hear three truths of this conversation between Jesus and the woman at the well.  (1) No one is too lost, too 

bad, or too sinful to be outside of the reach of God by the grace of Jesus Christ.  No one!!  He can reach the most lost, 

sinful person in the entire world.  (2) When you’re saved, it’s a universal truth that you’ll want to tell somebody that 

Jesus is the Savior.  God will open the door so that you and I can share that good news—that heartfelt desire to share 

with our family, our friends, co-workers, etc.  We will want to give away what we have in Jesus Christ, just like this 

Samaritan woman.  (3) This truth God gave to me this morning as I was studying this sermon one last time: What is your 

waterpot?  She left hers at the well so it would not weigh her down and she could rush to town to share the good news of 

Jesus Christ.  What weighs you down?  What weighs me down—that we’re not giving this good news to the world?  

What’s your waterpot?  Shyness?  God, I can’t speak to anyone about the Savior; if I get started, I won’t know what to 

say.  I can promise you if God opens the door to speak about His Son, He will give you the words to say.  Many a time 

on my way to a home or hospital room, I say God you’ll have to give me the words to say.  If your waterpot is that you’re 

scared, you can put that weight down.  Whatever it is that weighs you down, can you give it to Him and let Him open the 

door?  Your testimony is yours; in just a minute you can tell someone how good God has been to you. 
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Today, as we believers come and rededicate our lives say Lord, thank you for saving me, thank you that you loved me so 

much you died on the cross that I might live.  Thank you that you’ve given me a joy that I might share this good news 

with someone else; help me not be shy and not find excuses why I can’t.  Help me to put down my waterpot and be a 

witness for you.  I’ll be glad when these signs are off the pews—we need a full church here!  It will be full as we take the 

good news into the world.  Maybe today, brothers and sisters, you’ll say Lord I’ve heard the sermon.  I’m at the same 

place as the woman at the well.  I’m lost; I’ve got so much sin in my life that I don’t know how to get to you.  

Remember, Jesus came to her; He had an appointment.  Know this: He’s coming to you no matter how you hear this 

message today.  His character and the way He works does not change.  He came to her; He’ll come to you!  My desire, 

standing at this pulpit, is for you to come to Him as Lord and Savior.  He will give you the invitation through my halting 

words.  He loves you!  He went to the cross for you!  He died in your place!  I want you to know Him as Lord and 

Savior.  It will be the best decision of your life!  I know this because it was the best decision of my life.  Knowing Him 

has given me a purpose for living, a reason for getting up every day.  It’s led me to my wife, to my church home, and to 

how I can serve Him.  We all serve Him in different ways, but we’re all called to serve Him.  Have you followed Him to 

a place of service?  Today, you can!  The Lord Jesus has given me so many blessings I couldn’t begin to count!  He’s led 

me through many a storm and has never failed!  If you come to Him as Lord and Savior, He will not fail you.  Don’t let 

any excuses stand between you and Him right now!  He wants you just as you are—right now!  Will you come?  The 

woman from Sychar stood at the crossroads and made the right decision.   

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank you for these precious moments.  Thank you, Father, that this woman at the 

well came to realize “I need a Savior; I need to get rid of this sorry life.”  When she surrendered to Him as Savior, she 

ran to tell all those people she avoided for so long.  It’s an amazing passage of Scripture.  Father, I pray today as we who 

are brothers and sisters and believers in Christ will rededicate our lives thanking you that you forgave us of that old lost 

sinful life.  Thank you that you opened up a way for us to live and have purpose.  Thank you that you give us the 

commission to share this good news with someone who needs to hear it.  I suspect, Lord, there are people here today who 

need to leave their “waterpot” at the foot of the cross.  I have my own waterpot, too.  When we have the opportunity to 

share a good word about you, Lord, let nothing be the weight that holds us back.  Father, if there’s one today who’s never 

come to you as Lord and Savior, I pray this is the moment he or she will stand at the crossroads and make that decision: 

Yes, I need Jesus as my Savior.  Bless us, we pray, to be believers right now.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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