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There is joy in the house of the Lord!  People are glad to be here!  The Bible says it’s good to give thanks to the Lord and 

lift up praises to Him, and that’s what this church has been doing.  We’ve been praising Him!  It’s an honor, Pastor Mike, 

to stand in this pulpit.  I know you hear the best preaching here Sunday after Sunday.  I’m not trying to fill his shoes but 

I’m trying to obey the Word of God this morning and tell you what God has put in my heart.  I’ve been praying for an 

old-fashioned, Holy Ghost revival where hearts get stirred!  America needs revival, and I believe God wants to send it.  I 

have a card here from First Baptist Church in Lynchburg.  Back in 1909 Lynchburg had one of the greatest revivals that 

they ever experienced.  This card tells about the preachers but, most important, how people can be saved and go to 

heaven.  They had two services a day and even shut down Main Street!  There were multitudes of people in the 

warehouse to pray and hear the Word of God and who got saved.  They’d come back at 7 o’clock for the evening service.    

I pray for that kind of revival once again.  This card said it began October 10, 1909, but they did not have an ending.  

They were waiting for God to say Stop.  I’m hungry for that kind of revival again; I want to see God come down, stir us 

up, and fire us up.  I’m hungry for that spiritual faith, that living water that He can pour out upon us.   

 

Turn in your Bibles to the Book of Jeremiah; I love this book!  When you read this book, you see a weeping prophet—a 

man who is broken and waiting to hear from the Lord.  I’m preaching from the greatest book—a book of power!  In 

Chapter 23:9 he says “…my bones shake because of the prophets and I am like a drunken man…”  He was grieved—

wouldn’t that be great if that would happen in our land today?  Jeremiah 7 “
1
The word that came to Jeremiah from the 

Lord, saying, 
2
Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say Hear the word of the Lord, all 

ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the Lord.”  I think we have a congregation today that wants to worship 

the Lord!  “
3
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to 

dwell in this place.” 

 

The saddest words I’ve heard were on TV and the national news in New York.  There was a reporter interviewing the 

“mob” and asked one question “What is it that you want more than anything?”  Without hesitation, the answer was “We 

want a new religion.”  I’ve never heard anything so dumb, have you?!  I thank God for Christ, for Calvary, that my past 

has been forgiven all because of what Jesus did on the cross.  We don’t need a new religion; we just need a new birth.  

That’s all it takes—when you’re born again and fallen in love with God again and He becomes the most precious thing in 

your life.  Nothing can compare for what Jesus did for each of us.  On occasion, my wife has someone to help clean our 

house; we’ve led five of them to Christ this year.  One of the ladies came to her all upset and said please forgive me, I 

said a bad word in your house.  My wife looked at her and said Jesus will forgive you and take it away.  That blessed my 

heart!  People are hungry today—it’s right here, the word of God!  It changes lives!  A few weeks ago that woman 

prayed and asked Jesus to come into her heart.  Isn’t He wonderful?!  He forgives sin!  What a Savior! 

 

That’s what Jeremiah is saying “…Hear the word of the Lord, warn the people, stand in the gate, tell them they need to 

amend their ways…”  Now go to vs. 23 and 24:  “
23

But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice and I will 

be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto  
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you.  
24

But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil 

heart, and went backward, and not forward.”  This is not only Israel but America today!  America is going backwards; 

we’re not going forward.  We’re experiencing in your lifetime and mine sin like we’ve never seen before which leads me 

to my message: Five Questions We Find in the Bible.  I believe if Christ was standing right here today where I am this 

passage would go from the lips of the Lord.  It’s God’s word—it never fails.  The gospel still works!  People are still 

getting saved because they know the world does not have the answer; only Christ does!  He is the answer, He is the way, 

He is the truth.   

 

Jeremiah 8:5 “Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? They hold fast deceit, they 

refuse to return.”  I believe with all my heart this morning that’s where America is.  At one time America was “the apple 

of God’s eye.”  God has blessed America; at one time we were sending more missionaries to foreign fields and nations.  

We’re not doing that now.  We have a lot of missionaries coming here.  Why?  We have slidden back.  What does it 

mean to slide back?  What does God say; He says it over forty times warning about backsliding.  The answer is easy—we 

get away from things we use to love, from churches, from prayer.  We use to spend maybe an hour or two in God’s Word 

in the mornings and in prayer.  How much time do you spend in the Word of God?  Do you meet with Him every 

morning?  How long has it been since you shed tears like Jeremiah?  Do you have a broken heart for the lost? for your 

loved ones?  We are sliding back.  There’s a difference between a sliding and a fall.  Sliding is gradual.  We use to get up 

at 5 o’clock in the morning and get in the word of God, pray, and seek His help.  Not too many lights are on at 4 or 5 

o’clock in the morning.  We used to could not wait to get to church and to sing His praises.  How long has it been since 

you’ve experienced the movement of God in your life?  He hasn’t changed; we’ve changed!  His promises are just as real 

to Jeremiah as they are to our generation.  I’m hungry and thirsty for the Word! 

 

My wife is the best Christian I’ve ever known.  I was raised a heathen; she was raised in church.  She spends time daily 

in the Word, and it’s nothing for her to be in prayer 2-3 hours in the morning.  She’s faithful; she loves God.  She walks 

with Him and talks with Him; there’s peace.  How many of you have Stage 4 from the brain down?  You saw where she 

was this morning (playing the organ).  Why does she do that?  Because she loves Christ!  People ask me all the time 

“You’re old—why don’t you retire?”  You show me in the Word of God where it tells me when to retire!  I’m not 

retiring; I just got retreaded!  I’ve preached somewhere every Sunday this year; they call me the “parking lot evangelist.”  

Why would I quit from doing what I enjoy the most?  Brother Derek and I are getting ready to go to North Carolina to a 

little village where many years ago the mayor got saved, he called his family and daughters out of college and said 

“Come, you need to get saved.”  We had thirty plus people saved during that revival; it lasted for more than a week-and-

a-half.  Then we went to Gaston Lake and baptized; that was a God thing!  I’m hungry for that!  I want to see Him move, 

bring conviction, and stir us up!  We need it!  I’m preaching today in one of the best churches around!  I’m getting ready 

to take Derek with me to a foreign country—West Virginia!  Last time I was there they gave me a plaque that said I’ve 

been preaching revival there for 30 years!  The Word of God has not lost its power!  It still works! 

 

The second question is found in verse 6 “…What have I done?...”  That’s a feeble excuse—stop comparing yourself to 

everyone else and look to Jesus!  You’ll see where your sin is, where you’ve slidden back, and how you’re failing God.  
6
“I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying What have I done?”  

Everywhere I go, I try and witness.  I ask a simple question: Are you going to heaven or hell?  And people say “what 

have I done so bad?” and I say you’re a sinner!  Then I hear a feeble excuse “I’m working on it.”  And I ask how long do 

you have to work to get it?!  We’re saved because of God’s grace and by what He did at Calvary.  He took your sins and 

my sins and nailed them to His cross. 
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The third question in verse 8 “How do ye say, We are wise…”  In II Timothy 3:7 we read “Ever learning and never able 

to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  You can have all the education but if you don’t have Jesus, you don’t have 

anything!  
8
“Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow 

observe the time of their coming, but my people know not the judgment of the Lord.” I believe He is coming soon!  I 

believe God is continuing with His warnings.  You can go to bars, but you can’t go to church.  You can go to a sporting 

event, but you can’t go to church.  Something is wrong in our land today! 

 

The fourth question “Were they ashamed when they sinned?”  
12

“Were they ashamed when they had committed 

abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall:  

in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the Lord.”  You better know your friends, and make sure they 

know Christ.  Christians are different people; we talk to the Lord, we are in His word and preach His word. 

 

The fifth question is in verse 14:  “Why do we sit still?”  I’ve seen too many people who just sit still and are not moved 

by the Spirit.  They don’t pray; they don’t visit or witness.  Why do they sit still?  I believe God is asking why did you sit 

still?  Why didn’t you go to a revival and to the altar?  Why didn’t you come and receive Christ?  Why don’t you come 

and have that peace of God?  Every time I hear the gospel it gets into my heart; I probably go to the altar more than 

anyone.  Are you on the front line?  Are you witnessing?  Are you in the Word of God every day?  How long has it been 

since you fell on your face and wept?  God broke my heart and said I could do more.  Father, I want to see more people 

saved!  There’s a burning down in my soul for it.  I want to see more people come to Christ; how about you?  “Why do 

you sit still?”  Some of you say I’m working on it; preacher, I’m just doing my best.  “For by grace are ye saved through 

faith; not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.  Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)  When I got 

saved, it was like an explosion inside!  It’s all because of Christ; He did the saving, He did the forgiving.  He does all the 

saving! Will you sit still this morning? 

 

In closing, if you’re not a hundred percent sure you’ve been born again to the family of God, that your life has been 

changed—if you can’t say that, you better get right with God!  He’ll change where you’re going; He’ll change your heart 

and mind.  He’ll change your friends!  We all need it.  You’ll never go to heaven without Jesus.  “I am the way, the truth, 

and the life.  No man comes to the Father but by me.” (John 14:6)  I’m asking you today something you’ll never regret.  

If you’re not sure you’re on your way to heaven, I’m going to ask you this morning to Come! And line up on this altar.  

Let us take the Word of God that tells you how you can go to heaven.  Would you do that or would you sit still and not 

do it?  Have you slidden back?  How long have you been broken, crushed?  We need revival!  I prayed this morning 

before I came that they would hear from You Father, not me.  May it be Your spirit to speak this morning. 

 

Let’s do business with God this morning.  Let’s line this altar up from end to the other and pray, God forgive me.  Use 

me and make me a witness.  Mold me and make me; then revival will break out!  He’s going to use you.  Will you do that 

this morning?  With heads bowed and eyes closed, I ask Pastor Tom to lead us in the closing hymn.  Will you come to an 

old fashioned altar this morning and cry out to a Holy God.  Would you say God, mold me and make me.  Will you say 

I’m sorry I’m not spending the time I used to in the Word of God; I’m not praying like I used to.  I’m tired of sitting; I’m 

getting up and coming to an old-fashioned altar to do business with Him.  Would you stand with me? 

 

Pastor Tom Doss led in singing “Jesus, I Come.”  Pastor Earl shared from God’s Word the burning question “Why do 

you sit still?”  Pastor Earl said America needs your prayers, your witness.  America doesn’t need a new God but America 

is hungry for people who will listen to God.  Come!  Pastor Earl’s closing prayer:  How many would say this morning, 

Brother Earl, I’m still sinning.  I’m not saved, and I don’t know if I have a home in heaven.  I’m praying for you! 
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