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Good morning, our sanctuary is mostly empty today but we’re so grateful and thankful to have the connection to stream 

this service.  Preaching to an empty church is not easy but I visualize the fact that you’re absolutely here filling the pews!  

I’m thankful you’re there at your computer or TV screen and have your Bible and pen and paper ready as we come to this 

primary and central message of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

In the hardest times in church history when it was under persecution and having problems with society, it was then the 

church grew the most.  For example when I and II Peter were written in your New Testament, the church in that day was 

called the “Diaspora.”  It was under such severe persecution that it was spread out in the world, literally Christians 

running for their lives.  But the church experienced an unprecedented growth.  Today, we live in strange days.  We want 

to be a resilient church and act in such a way to protect our congregation yet asking them to go into the world and spread 

the gospel of the living Lord Jesus Christ.  We know today we’re living out Romans 8:28 “..all things work together for 

good to them that love God…”  We love Him; we’re going to give these days of a pandemic in the church to Him, as 

well as all of our society having to adjust to change.  Let’s continue to be resilient and pray that whatever comes God is 

going to lead us to give the gospel to the world.  One of those ways this is happening is by “streaming” which started 

mid-March.  Thank you for being part of our congregation. 

 

We continue our sermon series in the Gospel of John.  If you’re visiting for the first time today, we’re continuing a 

conversation that began with Jesus last Sunday.  He had a man approach Him whose name was Nicodemus, and those 

two men talked about earthly life and true life.  Life with purpose, with intention, and eternity attached to it.  This is one 

of the most memorable conversations and most memorable moments in all of your Bible.  It contains today the most 

memorized verse.  Let me share a brief background—Nicodemus was a religious intellect and ruler in the people of the 

Jews.  He was greatly honored because he was a master teacher of the Scripture.  He knew his Bible (what we understand 

as the Old Testament) through and through.  He came to Jesus by night and asked Him questions about his ministry and 

teaching.  Why did Nicodemus come at night?  I think there are three reasons: (1) Nicodemus was a very busy man 

teaching the Scripture and people thronged around him; perhaps he could only get away at night.  (2) Although he was a 

great teacher of the Bible, he knew deep down in his heart something was missing.  He wanted to be away from the 

crowds around him.  (3) John wrote that a night meeting took place because Nicodemus was a man of great intellect yet 

there was a darkness in his heart and soul because he did not know the good news and salvation of Jesus Christ.  So 

symbolically he came by night because of his own darkness.   

 

Last week we studied verses 1-11 where Jesus describes a second birth to Nicodemus—the birth of forgiveness, faith, 

trust, and salvation.  As smart as he was, Nicodemus asked the question of a child—do I re-enter my mother’s womb for 

this “second birth?”  Jesus had patience with him and said no, that’s not what I mean at all.  The first birth is biological; 

the second birth is spiritual—it’s a radical change and it’s where God comes to literally live inside you.  You’ll have a 

whole new life, Nicodemus, because God has forgiven you, loved you, and given you life by living inside you.  Jesus 

said to Nicodemus you’re a master teacher and know the Bible but don’t turn away the invitation you’re going to hear.  

Don’t turn away My words because you need to hear them.  This brings us to the second half of the conversation—John 

3:12-21 “
12

If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly things?   
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Sermon Series #12 

“Answering The Eternal Question” 
 

Scripture:  John 3:12-21 

(King James Version) 

 

 
 



13
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 

heaven.  
14

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:  
15

That 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have eternal life.  
16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  
17

For God sent not 

his son into the world to condemn the world but that the world through him might be saved.  
18

He that believeth 

on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the 

name of the only begotten Son of God.  
19

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world and men 

loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  
20

For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 

neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  
21

But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that 

his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”  Let us pray:  Dear Lord God, we’re reading the 

heart of the Bible, the heart of the message of God, the heart of the love letter God has given us.  I pray You use my 

tongue this day to bring truth to this Word that it’s not by my intellect or intelligence but it’s by Your grace.  Use me, 

Father, to speak your precious, inerrant Word this day.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

As you may well know, this is one of the most beloved passages in Scripture.  Jesus tells this genius of a man—

Nicodemus, even as a teacher of the Bible, you’re living on an earthly level.  Listen to me; I’m going to lead you to a 

new level—a truth you need, a level of a spiritual truth and life.  Yes, you’re intelligent and a master teacher but there’s 

something missing in you.  Jesus tells him not to turn it away.  You’ve not been to heaven to see God, Nicodemus, but 

I’ve come down from heaven as God to give you this truth.  This is true for each of us.  As Jesus addresses Nicodemus 

2,000 years ago, He’s also addressing the church’s challenge today.  All of us live in a material and physical world; we 

can’t get away from that.  It’s a world of resources and finances, things we buy.  We need money to pay bills and taxes, 

to buy houses and cars, raise families.  We have to live in this “earthly” life; it comes as part of the package when we’re 

born!  Here’s our challenge: How do we as the church help people get their eyes off the ground—the earthly life—and 

look up and see there’s so much more to living, more purpose for why God put us here.  It’s not just to earn money, pay 

bills, and have a savings account.  This is what Jesus is telling Nicodemus; the things of earth are part of life, but they’re 

temporary and will pass away.  Jesus’ presence in our life gives us true life and purpose.  We wake up every day 

realizing we can serve, worship, and live for my Holy God.  That purpose also gives us eternity.  So our calling is to get 

people to look up from the ground and see how God has blessed us; to move from an earthly existence to His life living 

in us to give us new life from above. 

 

I want you to see how Jesus addresses Nicodemus in this.  He uses an account from the Old Testament which Nicodemus 

knew like the back of his hand—Numbers 21:4-9.  First look at John 3:14 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.”  Nicodemus remembered the account in Moses’ and the 

children of Israel’s life.  To summarize, the Israelites have left slavery in Egypt.  God has blessed them and released 

them from centuries-long captivity.  They’ve endured the wilderness and are in the process of conquering Canaan land.  

In every corner they face challenges but in every corner they face victories because God Almighty is on their side.  God’s 

blessing their success but they complain, bellyache, and speak against Him and Moses.  They whine and say they wish 

they could go back to slavery where they could eat good food and wouldn’t have to be in the desert and heat.  They could 

have back their “comforts” and not have to worry about conquering Canaan land.  God is angered by their complaining; 

He is blessing them with food, water, victory, and success.  So He sends a judgment against them in the form of fiery 

snakes; those bitten by the snakes die.  The Israelites run to Moses full of repentance and plead with him to ask God to 

remove the snakes.  Moses prays to God, and He gives the answer and to their healing: Numbers 21:8-9 “And the Lord 

said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, 

when he looketh upon it, shall live.  
9
And Moses made a serpent of brass and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that  
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if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.”  So God tells Moses this is how the 

Israelites will be delivered from the snakes.  They have to look up from the ground at the serpent on the pole to be 

healed. 

 

Back to John 3—Jesus tells Nicodemus just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, I also, will be lifted up.  The 

serpent on a pole is a prophecy of the Savior on the cross.  You’ll have to look up to see Me on the cross—between earth 

and heaven.  Anyone who looks on that Savior in faith will be forgiven and healed of the fiery bite of sin.  Through Me, 

Nicodemus, people will be forgiven.  Through Me, Nicodemus, you will be forgiven and experience the second birth; I 

will come to live in you.  We come to three of the most beloved verses in God’s Word.  When any person looks up off 

the ground from this common, materialistic life and looks up and sees Jesus on the cross dying with our sin on His 

shoulders, these three verses take affect—John 3:15-17.  I am humbled to read them; how do I address them adequately?  

I cannot; I don’t have the human words to bring any more light to them.  This is God’s precious truth revealed to us; the 

awesome, inspired, inerrant, perfect, powerful promise of Jesus Christ.  I’m so overwhelmed by these verses that I can 

only say this: All of life truly does come to one simple question.  When we realize the day will come when each of us 

leaves money, fame, possessions, etc. behind, Jesus said moth and rust will corrupt it.  The only thing that will exist in 

our lives is the answer to the question; it cannot be changed and will stand for all eternity.  Did you ever lift your eyes off 

the things of earth and lift them up to see Jesus on the old rugged cross who took your sin and my sin upon Himself that 

we might be forgiven?  The answer is a simple Yes or No.  Look again at John 3:17—God also reaffirms that statement 

in II Peter 3:9.  “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-

ward, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”  God’s heart is for every single person 

on earth to lift their eyes off the things of earth and lift them up to Jesus on the cross and say Lord God I believe He did it 

for me.  I believe He took my sin to the cross, and I need Him as my Savior.  God promises to save every person who 

comes to Him in faith—no matter your background of sin, where you’ve been, or what you’ve done, He promises 

forgiveness.  He’s opened the door of opportunity to you and me so many times—every sunset of love we’ve seen, days 

of grace and blessing in your life, special strength for a challenge.  This is God’s strength in you.  He’s placed people in 

our lives who’ve lived and modeled the Word of God before us. 

 

I’m in a pulpit today because of people who’ve lived and modeled the Good News of Jesus Christ before me; ultimately 

by the Word of God I saw in so many believers.  He gives us every breath we take, every heart beat.  Our lives are filled 

with the gifts of God we often don’t think about.  All these lead to the question I asked above—to see how much He 

loves us, how He gave His Son Jesus to the old rugged cross to save us.  Did you ever take your eyes off earth and see 

His Son?  You’ve heard about Him all your life.  Many have heard thousands of sermons but never lifted their eyes to 

Jesus on the cross to say, Lord I surrender my life to You.  I give my life to You because I’ve seen what You’ve done for 

me.  Romans 14:12 packs a punch!  “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”  One day everyone, 

myself included, is going to stand before the brilliance and radiant Holiness of God Almighty.  We’ll be alone standing 

with God according to Paul here, and He’ll ask the one eternal question:  Did you ever come to my Son, Jesus, as your 

Savior?  Remember He told you in John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 

but by me.”  The Father is going to ask did you ever receive my Son as the way, the truth, and the life.  Did you ever lift 

your eyes off the things of earth and see My Son?  Did you ever see Him on the cross for you?  Did you ever say, Jesus I 

believe You did that for me?  In the blinding light of God’s holiness and justice, every single person can only answer 

with one word.  Yes or no is the only reply to this eternal question.  No one else is going to stand there and argue your 

case; there will be no excuses before Him of why you didn’t make that decision.  You’re not going to have a lawyer to 

finagle a lesser sentence.  The answer in front of His blinding holiness is yes, I received Jesus or no, I did not.  The entire 

Gospel comes to this point, and I’m grieved to tell you there will be lost people. 
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In our world today there’s so much racial tension—riots, fires, protests, statues being torn down because of history we 

cannot change.  People are saying “We’re important; look at us!”  I want everyone to understand today’s passage of 

Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus.  God says yes!  Every person of every color, every nation, is important to Me.  

Jesus came for you alone, to save you, to give you life everlasting.  He came to the cross to give you forgiveness.  Every 

single life is precious and important because He came to save you.  In the grand scheme of eternity from what I see in 

John 3, there will be lost people.  There’s no such thing as “universal salvation.”  God is not this old “grandpa” who says 

if I let one in, I might as well let you all in!  We come one by one, decision by decision.  Sadly and sorrowfully there will 

be people who go to hell and will be separated from God.  Why is that?  Because God is cruel?  Because it’s God fault?  

Absolutely not!  Look at John 3:18-19.  Jesus says there will be people who are condemned to hell.  All to God’s grief; 

it’s not His heart.  He tells us over and over again He loves us so much He came to save us all.  He is not slack 

concerning His promise of not wanting one person to perish in hell.  But to His sorrow, people will choose their menial 

money-based and stuff-based life rather than get their eyes off the ground and see the cross.  They love their money, 

alcohol, houses, their stuff—all these became their god and all they could do is look downward on that god of the earth.  

They lived in the illusion of their bank account and stuff would give them security; they never looked up to see that Jesus 

Christ gave His life for them.  Their last earthly day comes and they stand alone with nothing before a Holy God.  He’ll 

ask the eternal question Did you ever come to my Son? and the answer has to be no.  In Holy grief, He will say you 

chose darkness and evil over My light.  All I can say now is “Away from Me!  Depart from Me; you will never see Me 

again and will never feel My light.”  Believers, how blessed we are to know this Jesus!  Amen?  How blessed we are to 

know the Savior who gave us life and light and took our eyes off the menial things and saw Him!  Thank you Lord; I 

want to give You my life and be Your child.  For God so loved me, that he gave his only begotten Son, that I 

believing in him should have everlasting life.  Thank you, Lord, for giving me a second birth.   

 

If your life and light are still in darkness and have only seen money and possessions and think they’re the centerpiece of 

life, I tell you the truth—it will all go away one day.  You won’t have any of it ever again; it will leave you penniless, 

naked, and lost!  But God can change your heart—look up!  See what Jesus did for you; look up to the cross and see the 

Savior there who took your and my sin on His shoulders.  He died the perfect Lamb of God that we might be forgiven.  

Look up!  He wants you as His son or daughter.  John 3:15—it’s not a maybe won’t perish.  He says you will not die in 

hell!  Come to Him, bow to Him, let Him move into your heart and redirect your life.  When you stand before Him that 

day, say Yes! Lord God I came to Jesus as my Savior.  This is the heart of the Gospel. 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, as we gather today we see the centerpiece of the Bible—where Jesus says God so 

loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, Jesus the Christ, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish 

but have everlasting life.  Thank you, Father, that I’m joined with fellow believers today.  We celebrate before You that 

we’ll be in heaven together.  Help us to remember we have a mission to call the earth to look up and see the Savior.  Help 

us to speak words so people will look up and see Jesus.  For that one today who’s never received You and is listening by 

media, he or she can look up from earth to life and see a Savior who wants to give them a second birth and salvation.  I 

pray right now in this moment they’ll say Yes, Lord Jesus, I come to you.  Bless us, Father, with that eternal question and 

that we can say Yes, I know Him as My Savior.  Amen. 
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