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                 Sermon:  “A Voice for Jesus”    Scripture:  John 1:19-28 (King James Version) 

 
Worshipping today were those with the last names “Q – Z.”  Pastor Mike announced that beginning next Sunday, June 7, 

those with the last names of “A-M” will be able to worship, and on Sunday, June 14, the next group will be “N-Z”.  Ron 

White opened with a reading from 1 Chronicles 29:11 “Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and 

the victory…” followed by prayer.  Pastor Tom Doss led us in singing “Our God.”  Erin Minter sang “You’re The God 

Who Stays.”  Pastor Jeffrey Campbell blessed the offering.  The next hymn was “He Leadeth Me” followed by Pastor 

Clyde Mawyer giving the Morning Prayer. 

 

Today is a Fifth Sunday and normally Pastor Jeffrey or Pastor Clyde would be in the pulpit.  Earlier in the year, it was 

decided that May 31 would be “Youth Sunday” but due to the pandemic, it’s been postponed.  I told Pastor Jeffrey as 

soon as the church gets back to somewhat of a “normal” schedule with a congregation, we will have Youth Sunday, so 

youth, get ready to lead us in worship on an upcoming Sunday!  I’m grateful for those here in the sanctuary, out in the 

parking lot, and watching/listening by media.  It’s good to be in God’s house!  Amen! 

 

We’re in the initial opening steps of a study of the entire Gospel of John.  I hope as you join us today you’ll get “hooked” 

and stay with us through its entirety.  The old disciple John was probably the last living disciple of the twelve; God 

granted him a long life.  All the rest died probably very young in life; most died martyrs’ deaths.  Perhaps John, the last 

surviving disciple of Jesus and led of God, said I need to write down my experience.  I need to write my eyewitness 

account of Jesus Christ and an account of His words.  I need to write about my emotional involvement with the Son of 

God as I walked and talked with Him as we shared life together especially in those three years of His public ministry.  So 

between 80-90 AD John writes these words; he is putting his emotion on paper.  He is writing about how he felt walking 

with the Savior.  With pen in hand, he is led by the spirit of God to write this biography of Jesus.  There are four gospels 

in your New Testament—Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.  This book is the last to be written; the other three are “synoptic 

gospels” in that they’re somewhat alike and draw from one another.  John stands alone in his presentation of Jesus Christ 

the Son of God.  Put this in your minds and hearts—and you’ll hear it over and over throughout this sermon series—John 

defines ultimately why he wrote his gospel.  He’s the only one who does it.  I want you to remember and perhaps 

memorize John 20:31 “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye might have life through his name.”  John wrote this book to be a witnessing tool; he wants to bring the 

world to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and he pens this gospel by the leading of God to help people believe that Jesus 

indeed is the Son of God and God the Son—the Savior of the world, part of the Godhead, God Almighty walking on 

earth.  This book has one central figure—Jesus Christ.  Everyone and every thing in this gospel somehow are related to 

Jesus; He is the centerpiece. 

 

Today we’ll study John 1:19-28.  However, the first eighteen verses are called the prologue which introduces another 

John to us—John the Baptist.  To remind you of his life, look at verses 6-8.  “There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John.  The same came for a witness to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.  He 

was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.”  Notice “witness” appears three times—it is a major term  
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in this gospel.  So we come to know John the Baptist as a witness, a pointer, to Jesus as the Savior of the world.  He was  

not the Savior, not the Light of God—he was to bear witness and light of the Savior and to the Son of God.  As we study 

this book, we’re going to be challenged to the truth that John the Baptist was a witness to Jesus.  Two thousand years 

later in the church of this present day, you and I have “picked up the baton” of John the Baptist—you and I are also 

witnesses of the Savior Jesus Christ in this world in which we live.  Our world is in such turmoil right now that we need 

to show the Savior to the United States of America and to the world.  We need to stand up as witnesses today.  Basically, 

John is going to “tie the bow” at the end of his gospel by saying I opened the gospel with John the Baptist as a witness 

but as I come to the end I want you to understand that you now take his place.  We are witnesses as well.  We’re all to 

stand up for the name of Jesus Christ; we’re challenged by the truth that we’re witnesses. 

 

Today we’re going to hear about what John the Baptist says about himself—how he describes his own ministry.  He 

defines very well his own God-given direction and path the Lord has given to him.  I want to set a time frame—John had 

a plan for his life before he was ever conceived in his mother Elizabeth’s womb.  I believe that’s true not just for John the 

Baptist, but we see that evidence in Jeremiah in the Old Testament.  I believe it’s true for every single person born on this 

earth—that God has a plan for your life and mine but it cannot be enacted and proceed until Jesus lives in our hearts as 

our Lord and Savior.  If we’re going to live His plan, we have to have the Savior so we can walk in the footsteps of 

Christ.  In Luke 1:17 an angel tells Zacharias, John’s future father who was a priest, he was going to have a son who 

would go before the Savior.  “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias to turn the hearts of the fathers 

to the children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  There’s 

John the Baptist’s future before he was conceived—he was going to be a preacher to prepare a people for the Lord Jesus 

Christ to come into their hearts.  John was born in the priestly family of Zacharias and was a cousin to Jesus the Christ.  

He was born six months before Jesus was born in Bethlehem.  At about 29-30 years old, John the Baptist begins his 

ministry.  He rises as a preacher but doesn’t preach in the central cities of his nation.  Rather, he’s a preacher in the 

wilderness in the barest of circumstances.  Yet people came to hear him preach; they were drawn to his message which 

was to proclaim the need for spiritual repentance—that we are to be sorry for our sin and sorry before God of the things 

we’ve done against Him and we need to be prepared for a Savior to come.  John the Baptist could not offer forgiveness; 

all he could offer was preparedness for the Savior to come so that people’s road to their hearts would be straight and pure 

and ready to receive Him.  John was not the Savior but he was to prepare the world for the Savior.  He lived his entire 

life with one goal and purpose—to point to, to witness to that one Savior who was coming.  Jesus even came to John the 

Baptist in the wilderness—you remember this well.  Jesus came to where he lived—we see accounts in Matthew 3 and 

Luke 3—and asked him to baptize him.  John the Baptist is absolutely overwhelmed and humbled that the Son of God, 

the one for whom he was forerunner, would ask him to do this.  Jesus would not be baptized as a sinner; He had no sin.  

He bore no sin in His body.  He came to John the Baptist to baptize Him in obedience to his Father’s will.  I believe the 

moment He came to John for baptism was when He said Yes, God the Father, I will go to the cross.  Yes, I will lay down 

my life.  Yes, I will surrender everything I have so the world might be saved.   Just as every believer is asked to come to 

waters of baptism in obedience to the living God, I believe Jesus’ baptism was a baptism of obedience to obeying God’s 

will that He would die for the world. 

 

Today’s passage picks up a few months after John the Baptist baptized Jesus.  Do you remember John said I can’t even 

bear your shoes, Lord; I don’t have any right to approach your feet and yet you want me to baptize you?  Jesus said, yes I 

do.  Baptize Me in obedience to the Father’s will.  The Jews who led the worship of Israel were very aware that Jesus’ 

ministry was growing.  They had seen John the Baptist’s ministry but Jesus had also come on the scene.  These leaders 

were concerned about their future—was this man going to displace their leadership of Israel?  Was He going to take over 

where they were leaders and respected?  Was He going to take over so that when He walked through the streets people 

would bow to Him as Savior rather than to them as leaders of the Jewish religion?  They were very curious about who  
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John the Baptist was and who Jesus was.  The High Priests, Pharisees, and religious leaders wanted to guard their 

positions of leadership in Israel.  So they sent a committee—we Baptists love committees!  We have a committee for just 

about everything.  So this committee of priests and Levites questioned John the Baptist about his ministry—who are you, 

what’s your message about witnessing to someone else?  What are you about?  Why are you living in the wilderness?  

Tell us about your life.  They know he has a relationship with Jesus and that His ministry is gaining traction.  They 

couldn’t figure out the connection between him and Jesus.  That’s where today’s Scripture picks up:  “And this is the 

record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou?  And he confessed, and 

denied not, but confessed, I am not the Christ.  And they asked him, What then?  Art thou Elias (Elijah)?  And he saith, I 

am not.  Art thou that prophet?  And he answered, No.  Then said they said unto him, Who art thou? That we may give 

an answer to them that sent us.  What sayest thou of thyself?  He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.  And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.  And 

they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?  

John answered them saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; He it is, who 

coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.  These things were done in 

Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.”  May God add His blessing to the reading of His precious word. 

 

John said to this committee let me begin by telling you who I’m not—I am not the Christ.  By the way, the Bible 

mentions two words for Jesus—Christ and Messiah.  Messiah is the Hebrew term; Christ is the Greek term but they mean 

the same thing—the Savior of the World.  So John says I’m not the Savior, the Christ, nor the Messiah who God has sent 

to the world.  Look at verse 21—this committee continues to ask John if you’re not the Savior are you Elijah the prophet 

returned to us?  Why did they ask this—they’re referring back to an Old Testament prophecy from Malachi 4:5.  (These 

men knew the Old Testament extremely well.)  “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great 

and dreadful day of the Lord.”  So they ask John if he’s the one prophesied by Malachi—are you Elijah?  He said 

absolutely not.  The committee presses on—are you the prophet?  They’re referring back to Deuteronomy 18:15 where 

Moses says this to the children of Israel—the day is going to come when God will “raise up a prophet” and speak God’s 

words directly to you.  John again says no I am not the prophet Moses spoke of; I am not the one who literally brings the 

voice of God to the world.  The committee is still confused and frustrated—they just can’t figure out who he is!  They 

need to take an answer back to the High Priests and the Pharisees.  In John 1:23, John the Baptist quotes Isaiah 40:3 and 

tells them “…I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord as said the prophet Esaias 

(Isaiah).”  Notice—John does not say I am a great prophet; he does not say I am a great preacher; he does not say God 

prepared this for me to do; he doesn’t say God is the one who sent me to the wilderness; he doesn’t say he’s the 

forerunner of Christ.  He says in all humility I am nothing more than a voice crying out to introduce you to Jesus the 

Christ.  Make the path straight; make the way clear to your heart that the Savior can come to you.  I’m not the Savior but 

I’m pointing to Him; I’m witnessing to you to Him.  I am just one life chosen out of many to point the way to Christ.  

Jesus is the one you need to turn your eyes to; don’t look at me. 

 

The committee takes a turn in their questions to John—if you’re not the Savior, not Elijah, not the prophet of the Old 

Testament then why are you baptizing people here?  What does your baptism stand for?  What authority do you have to 

baptize people in the river?  He says I can only baptize with water; it’s a baptism of repentance—of people saying Lord 

God I am sorry for my sin; I repent of that which I have done wrong against You.  When I bring people to say they’re 

sorry for their sin before God, repent and want to turn the other way and walk away from their sin, I’m preparing them to 

hear the word of the Savior Jesus Christ who alone can forgive them.  I can’t forgive them; I can only help them to see 

how sorry they should be for their sin.  But there’s one coming after me, and He is preferred over me; He is far greater 

than me.  His word is the very word of God; He’s the one who can change your life from lost to found—I can’t do that.  

The one coming can forgive you and give you life; He’s the one who can turn away your sin and guilt and promise an 
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eternity of forgiveness and life everlasting.  He’s the only one who can change your eternity; I can’t do that.  I’m His 

forerunner, His witness.  But it’s all about Him.  John the Baptist says Jesus is the one who’s so powerful that I don’t 

have the boldness, courage, or the right to stoop down and untie His shoelaces.  That’s how great He is.  Everything I am 

and every word I’ve spoken pales in comparison to what Jesus the Christ is preaching.  I’m not even a man to be 

recognized; I’m just a voice.  All I want to do is point to Him; I want to witness to Him.  Then I want to be in the 

shadows.  I want to decrease and Him to increase.  John says make no mistake, gentlemen, I am pointing you to Jesus.  I 

don’t care if you don’t know me but don’t miss Him.  I want you to know He’s right here among us, and you don’t know 

Him yet.  You’re pouring all your energy into me but you need to be seeking Him.  Your eternity depends not on me but 

on Jesus the Savior.  The last verse, 28, simply identifies where the committee met John.  It’s on the edge of the 

wilderness in a little town called Bethabara. 

 

God identifies John as one of the greatest men who ever lived but John said I can’t bow down and untie his shoelaces; 

I’m so humbled by His presence.  After preaching through this passage and hearing what John the Baptist says, I feel so 

small and so humbled to be able to stand in this pulpit because what he says defines who I am.  I’m nothing more than a 

voice; I have no claim to fame.  I don’t want any claim to fame!  I want to do exactly what John the Baptist did—point to 

Jesus, witness to Jesus, point the world to the Savior.  It really doesn’t matter in this world what my name is; it really 

doesn’t matter the name of this church in the world.  What matters is our witnessing to Jesus Christ; we’re the voice 

crying out in the wilderness.  We take up where John the Baptist left off.  We’re the voice crying out that there’s a Savior 

for the world.  The world needs to know Him; so many don’t.  Just as John the Baptist said He’s right here with us and 

you don’t know Him yet.  We are to be that witness to take the gospel into the world.  All that’s important is that our 

voices rise above the clamor, fame, attractions, and pursuits of this world.  Everything of this world is going to pass away 

one day; all the millions of dollars and all the things we’ve collected—all of that is going to be worthless and gone!  The 

only thing that will ever matter is our relationship with the One who can change our eternity—Jesus.  There’s no other 

reason for us to exist than to proclaim, point to, and witness to Jesus the Christ.  We say with one voice: He is the Savior.  

Life is all about Him; eternal life finds its center in Him—in His cross and empty tomb.  He alone can change our life 

from lost in sin to saved by grace.  Only Jesus can do that; there is no other way.  I remind you that so many in this world 

(Oprah Winfrey is one of them) preach this false gospel that there are many ways to God—like God is one a mountain 

and there are so many roads to get to Him.  The Bible doesn’t say that at all!  There’s one road, one way, one truth, one 

life—and His name is Jesus!  We witness to Him and about Him; our voices are to ring out for Him because He is the 

one who is important.  That’s what John the Baptist said; that’s what we live for this day.  All our church ministry and all 

our individual lives as believers have one single goal: Point to Jesus; witness to Jesus; show the world it’s all about Him. 

 

That’s the summation of our ministry in a nutshell—what John said is who we are, a voice crying out there’s a Savior 

and the world needs to know Him.  Praise God we know Him!  Amen?  Praise God even in our state of not being sinless, 

He allows us to serve Him.  We live in forgiveness; He restores us, loves us, and asks us to carry the message into the 

world.  Here in John 1, John the Baptist is quick to say to the committee He’s among us and you don’t know Him yet.  

How many millions outside these doors don’t know Him?  How many thousands within a 20-25 mile range of this church 

don’t know Him yet?  Friends, we have ministry to do—a gospel to proclaim.  This is not a fancy place where we meet 

once a week and leave and forget about; we are witnesses and gathering around the word of God.  He’s building us up 

and encouraging us to “be My witness in this world.” 

 

There are so many statements in the Bible that bring reality to me but there’s a statement of Jesus that sends chills down 

my spine every time I read it.  So many think that doing good things, being a good neighbor, being a moral person,  

giving to the church, and even sitting in a pew is sufficient for heaven.  Matthew 7:22-23 says “Many will say to me in 

that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied (preaching from a pulpit) in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
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devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 

me, ye that work iniquity.”  It’s not about who we are, our name in the world, or how famous we can be.  It’s not about 

how many possessions we have or how much money in the church bank account.  John the Baptist said He’s right here, 

and you’ve got to know Him—have a personal relationship.  My prayer for you and me is that He’s our first thought in 

the morning and our last prayer at bedtime.  Do you have a walk with Him personally?  I ask the entire congregation 

listening today—do you have a personal relationship with the Savior Jesus Christ?  Do you allow Him to talk to you?  Do 

you give Him time during your day?  He’s not your religion—He’s your friend.  It’s not about religion; it’s about 

relationship.  Jesus loves us so deeply He wants to be with us every moment of the day and night.  If you don’t know 

Him today, say Lord Jesus I believe You do love me so much You laid down and sacrificed Your life on the cross that I 

might be saved and forgiven.  I’m sorry for my sin, Lord.  I can’t ask for forgiveness until I first repent.  But through 

Your cross, You shed Your blood for me.  I also believe, Lord, through Your empty tomb You promise me eternal life.  

In John 14 You tell me You’re going to prepare a place for me; there’s going to be a home waiting for me.  The moment 

I close my eyes here, I will open them in my new home.  I need You as my Savior; I want to come to You. 

 

A lot of folks say I can’t come to Jesus yet; I’ve got a long way to go to clean up my act.  I’ve got to learn the Bible a 

little better than I know it now; I’ve got to study and take my exams before I can come to Jesus.  I don’t know anything 

about the Bible yet.  All He says is just tell Me you believe.  With your heart you come and say Lord, I’m sorry for my 

sin and I believe You died on the cross for me.  I’ll add everything else to you; I’ll be involved in the church, beginning 

to learn the Word.  You come right now and let Me say to you that I’ll put you on that path to growth—the fancy word is 

sanctification.  I’ll put you on that path—you’ll learn and grow.  But you can’t begin My purpose until I first become 

your Savior.  If you need Him today—wherever you’re listening from—you come.  He’s waiting.  Can you today, close 

your eyes in prayer, and say Lord I will be a voice for You.  That’s all John the Baptist said he was—a voice.  That’s 

what He asks us to be—a voice, a witness, a pointer. 

 

Let us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments.  I thank You that Your church meets together, Lord.  

These are unusual circumstances in unusual days.  But we thank You that what we’re really going through right now are 

very minor sacrifices—from meeting before a TV set, media screen, out in the parking lot, or here in the sanctuary 

wearing masks.  These are minor, minor, minor in the face of the supreme sacrifice of the God of the Universe, Jesus 

Christ the Son, Jesus Christ our God who laid down His life literally that we might be forgiven and saved.  Any sacrifice 

we could produce will pale in comparison to that supreme sacrifice to give us life.  Bless us today, Father—those who 

profess to be a voice in this world.  Help us as a church to be Your witness and not stray from Your word right or left.  

For that one, Lord, who needs You as Savior I pray he or she will not let any excuse or problem come in the way and 

simply say Lord Jesus I’m sorry for my sin.  I repent.  I need You as my Savior.  I believe You died on the cross; I 

believe You rose from the grave.  I come to You and open my heart.  Bless us in this important moment, Lord.  In Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 

 

The service closed with the singing of “He Leadeth Me.” 
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