
Dean the Dream 
 

Dean Philip Boston was born on February 7, 1953 and passed away on July 17, 2020. He was 
67 years old. 
 
The youngest of four brothers, Dean grew up in Hermosa Beach and spent his entire life in the 
South Bay. He attended South Elementary School, Pier Avenue Junior High (where his dad was 
the Principal), and Redondo Union High School. 
 
Like his dad, Dean became an educator, attending El Camino College, CSU Dominguez Hills 
where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education then continued his education at Cal 
Lutheran University. 
 
Dean loved his high school years. His outgoing personality made him very popular at RUHS. He 
often spoke of the jobs he held during those years - Seaside Lagoon, Market Basket, Steak and 
Cake, and his favorite - Baskin Robbins on Pacific Coast Highway in Manhattan Beach, working 
alongside lifelong friends Gary Meyers and Lynnsey Guerrero. They gave away so much ice 
cream to all their buddies who stopped by it's amazing that the franchise is still in business. He 
also shared stories of those years about getting paddled by one (or more) of his coaches, one 
(or several) car accidents, and his friends setting his bedroom on fire. The number and 
frequency of such incidents are too numerous to mention. 
 
Dean began his teaching career at Locke High School, where he taught History and coached 
football. After a few years, he moved to Palms Middle School and was head of the Physical 
Education Department when he retired after 38 years. His teaching method was simple. If a 
student wasn't paying attention or was disrespectful, Dean would simply say: "Just run another 
lap." Many times on his way to school, Dean would stop by McDonalds and grab a huge bag of 
39-cent cheeseburgers and hand them out to his students who ran the fastest lap. 
 
Without question, Dean enjoyed food. Since his high school friends would invade his kitchen 
and eat all the ham in the refrigerator, he had to find other meats to enjoy. Meatloaf and roast 
beef were his go-to choices. Or anything with gravy. Thanksgiving dinner was his favorite meal 
of the year. 
 
Dean and Aleta had an amazing journey together. They were married in 1993, and have one 
son, Andrew. Dean and his first wife, Linda (Laham) Boston (who passed away in 2013) had a 
son, Brett, and a daughter, Rory. Many of Dean's favorite times were taking the family to the 
beach, camping and fishing trips, traveling to Aleta's family reunions, or taking the family to visit 
his parents in Santa Cruz. 
 
Sports were a big part of Dean's life. After all, he was a physical education teacher. In high 
school, he lettered in both basketball and football. At El Camino College, he was a member of 
the 1971 State Championship football team. Once he became a dad, Dean coached many of his 
children's soccer, flag football and baseball teams. As coach of Brett's football team, he had an 
incredible run of five undefeated seasons due in part to his notoriously-advanced playbook. To 
this day, his players still refer to him as "Coach Boston." When not coaching, he could be found 
in the bleachers cheering for every one of their volleyball, tennis and high school football 
games. He also enjoyed watching and betting on sports. Especially the NFL and men's college 
basketball. One of his favorite times of the year was March Madness, when he and Aleta would 
take a road trip to Las Vegas so Dean could watch several games simultaneously with a bucket 
of Coors Light while Aleta played Keno and supplied Dean with her complimentary drink 
coupons. 
 
The year 2015 changed Dean's life: he became a grandfather. One of the biggest joys in his life. 
Jacob was born in 2015, then a second grandson, Zachary was born in 2016. Dean would look 
forward to his babysitting duties, and take the boys to the park, the beach, or simply have a 



"pool day" at home followed by quiet reading time (sometimes as many as 10 books in an 
afternoon). One of their favorite books was "Granny Needs A Village too," which was written by 
Dean and Aleta. A second book written by them, "Granny's Village Thanksgiving," is scheduled 
to be published soon, and an as-of-yet untitled book is in the works featuring Burbank, their 
family cat. Dean absolutely loved his pets: Burbank, his other cat Miko, and his always-
companion dog Sydni.  
 
After retirement, Dean loved to spend time with his grandsons, take walks with Aleta on the 
Strand or the Esplanade, enjoy an outdoor breakfast at Uncle Bill's Original Pancake House in 
Manhattan Beach, and golfing regularly with his brother Lang and his high school buddies. 
 
Dean is preceded in death by his parents,Tulin and Jim, and brothers Craig and Brant. He is 
survived by his wife Aleta, sons Andrew and Brett (Lisa) and daughter Rory, grandsons Jacob 
and Zachary, brother Lang (Jeanette), nephew Brant, niece Jessica (Brent) Avery, great-niece 
Olivia Avery, and special cousins Linda Chappel and Donna Weger; Mother-in law Robbie J 
Brown; sisters-in-law Debra (Richard) Williams, Jackie (Walton) Gilpin, Gail Brown; brother-in-
law Vincent Brown; nephew Shawn (Lisa) Fowler I, nieces Patrice (Reggie) Johnson and Ashley 
(John) Krawczyk; great-nephews Shawn Fowler II and Jackson Fowler; great-nieces Harlym 
Rose Johnson (pool-day helper) and Skylar Joy Krawczyk plus many other family members who 
will miss him very much. 
 
To everyone who knew Dean, you'll agree he was truly one of a kind. He will be missed by 
many. 
 
Scattering of Dean's Ashes 
 
Dean loved the beach, whether playing volleyball in high school at Knob Hill, sleeping under a 
lifeguard tower after a class reunion, or more recently walking with Aleta on the Strand or the 
Esplanade. So Aleta and the family decided that the Pacific Ocean is the place where Dean 
should be memorialized.  
 
On Saturday, August 1, Aleta, Dean's children and his brother Lang are traveling by boat from 
King Harbor to the appropriate distance off of Knob Hill to scatter Dean's ashes. They expect to 
reach their destination at 11:30 am. For anyone who wants to be part of the ceremony, the best 
viewing area will be the walking path halfway down the stairs at Knob Hill. Please wear a mask 
and keep a safe distance from others. We would love to see you there. 
 
Celebration of Life 
 
Unfortunately, in these times of social-distancing, it is impossible to get together to toast Dean 
with a Coors Light. Dean's family will pay their final respects at a private ceremony on a bluff in 
Palos Verdes overlooking the ocean on Sunday, August 2 at 2:07pm PDT (in honor of his 
birthday - February 7) by releasing helium-filled balloons (non-mylar) in Dean's honor. They are 
asking everyone else, wherever you are at that time, to participate in a remote "Celebration of 
Life" for Dean to join them in releasing a balloon at the same time. Write a message to Dean on 
the balloon if you'd like. He'd enjoy it. 
 
Memorial Tree at RUHS 
 

In recognition of Dean's fondness for trees, we have received approval to plant a tree in his 

honor on the RUHS campus. We will keep everyone up-to-date as we know more. 


