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199reasons to discover your
winning moment.

Save over $300.†

A Feeling Like No Other®. Resort & Casino • Biloxi, MSRESORT & CASINO • BILOXI, MS

Two-night getaway packages start at $199.* 
Includes non-stop airfare, deluxe accommodations, 
$50 FREEPLAY® and door-to-door transportation.

Call 1.877.462.2328, visit beaurivage.com/199 
or see your local travel agent.

*Rate is per person, based on double occupancy and availability, departing from St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport. Flight dates and times subject to change or cancellation. Charter operator is Beau Rivage Resorts, 
Inc. and air carrier is Vision Airlines. See ‘Consumer Operator Participation Contract’ for full information, including cancellation and non-refundability policy. Excludes holidays. All taxes, PFCs, segment fees and September 11th 

security fees are additional. †Savings based on comparable two-night air/hotel rates when booked separately. FREEPLAY® is not available on all games. This offer is non-transferable. See M life Players Club for rules. Participants 
must be at least 21 years of age and present proper identification at check-in. May not be combined with any other offer or promotion. Beau Rivage reserves the right to change, cancel or modify this promotion at its sole discretion. 

Gaming Restriction patrons prohibited. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700. © 2010, MGM Resorts International.™
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ne of the joys of experiencing Christmas and the holiday season 
is through the creative use of lights.  Local churches, parks and 

community downtowns join the holiday spirit with thousands of 
twinkling lights and other displays.

Florida is known for its 
theme parks and gardens 

and they, too, 
get into the holiday spirit.

Florida botanical Gardens
12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo, Fla. A Grand Opening Nov. 26 marks the 10th Anniversary 
of the Florida Botanical Gardens and the Holiday Season. See how more than 425,000 
colorful lights can transform Florida Botanical Gardens into a holiday wonderland. 
Children are admitted free and there is a suggested $2 donation for adults. The display is 
open from 5:30 – 9:30 p.m. nightly through Jan. 2. The event is sponsored by the Florida 
Botanical Gardens Association. Guests are invited to stroll through the gardens and are 
treated to family-friendly entertainment while refreshments are available for purchase. 
There is a Gift and Plant Sale from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Dec. 12 and a Dog Parade at 3 p.m. 
Dec. 26. Details: (727) 582-2100.

silver springs Nature Park Festival of Lights
 5656 E. Silver Springs Blvd., Silver Spring, Fl.  Park is open Dec. 3, 4, 10, 11, 17-24, 
26-31, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.  Don’t miss Silver Springs biggest Special Event of the year, with 

more than a million twinkling lights and neon displays throughout the park from dusk 
until 8 p.m. Nightly activities will include Miss Molly’s Storytelling in the Silver River 
Theater, strolling carolers, the famous lighted boat parade, shopping in the Silver Springs 
specialty stores, and of course don’t forget to visit with Santa Claus (through December 
24). Historic Silver Springs is the perfect setting for an old-fashioned holiday family 
gathering.  Details: (352) 236-2121 ext 1150 or ext 1186.

Epcot Center 
Walt Disney World. Holidays Around the World and Candlelight Processional. The 

adult-oriented Disney park is a special place during the holidays.  Epcot Theme Park is 
transformed into an international celebration of Yuletide traditions filled with festive 
decorations and live entertainment. From Holidays Around The World to Candlelight 
Processional, delight in the sights and sounds of the season.

Candlelight Processional is a special holiday event held nightly at the American 
Gardens Theatre in Epcot as part of Holidays Around The World. The event retells the 
stirring story of Christmas with a special celebrity narrator accompanied by a 50-piece 
orchestra and a mass choir.

Candlelight Processional can best be enjoyed through one of the Candlelight Dinner 
Packages at select Epcot restaurants which includes a delicious dinner, a guaranteed 
seating section for the Candlelight Processional, and pre-arranged fireworks viewing. 

Dinner Packages range from $46.99-$61.99 per adult (does not include theme park 
admittance. Participating restaurants include: Biergarten, Garden Grill, Rose & Crown, 
Le Cellier, Coral Reef, Nine Dragons, San Angel, Marrakesh, Teppan Edo & Tokyo Edo, 
Chefs de France and Tutto Italia. Details: (407) WDW-DINE for dining or (407) 939-
1289, tickets.

Season of Lights

O
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Welcome!
Ho, Ho, Ho….
Welcome!

This is the debut of our first holiday edition of Snowbirds Gulf Coast – South 

and it is jam-packed with things to do!

After what I call “the summer of oil” for the Gulf Coast, we were ready for a 

change of seasons. Many of you followed the oil spill as closely as those of us who live 

year-round here concerned that the BP disaster might ruin our treasured beaches 

and waterways. 

We are counting on the non-biased scientists from the University of South 

Florida and others around the state to continue to study and report on the BP 

disaster. 

I live near Pensacola Beach in the Panhandle where we launched Snowbirds 

Gulf Coast some five years ago. News satellite trucks from around the country 

stayed parked there for several months this summer following the disaster as it 

unfolded. Nearby Gulf Shores, Ala., was also inundated with media and the resulting 

perception was the entire coast was covered in oil.

Reality was far different but that didn’t help communities to the east such as 

Destin which saw only a few tar balls or St. Petersburg to the south which had no 

impact. Only informed consumers – such as yourselves – who followed the local 

media and conversed with local friends knew the reality about the spill.

I’m happy to report that there are no visible signs of oil on the beaches in the 

Panhandle and Alabama Gulf Coast and the deep beach cleanup has started. 

Interestingly, I have become the go-to source on whether the Snowbirds would 

return this year. 

My answer? Our winter visitors would be back because they worked their whole 

lives to be able to rest easy in the winter.

Many of you have told me of the struggle to get to work in snowy and icy 

conditions and the depression a long and dark winter often brings. When last year 

our weather turned freakishly cold your answer always was the same:  “this is 

nothing” compared to what we live with “back home.” 

We are so happy to be publishing our South edition again this year. These 

treasured beaches are where I spent some of my happiest days as a teenager and 

friendships forged here are still strong today. 

So, take your time to find something fun to do here this holiday season. Enjoy 

the holiday lights and feel confident that you can don those short sleeves and dip 

your toes in the Gulf this winter. In fact, we would love to hear your thoughts this 

winter and see your photos. We have put together a Facebook page for Snowbirds 

Gulf Coast and encourage you to join. Have a club or Snowbird group sponsoring 

activities this winter and early spring? Send me the information and we always 

welcome pictures. Email: publisher@snowbirdsgulfcoast.com or call 850-291-1266 

where you can also send me a text!

Best wishes for a happy holiday season.

As always, we are glad you are here.

Karen Harrell __

850-291-1266 or publisher@snowbirdsgulfcoast.com

If you’d like to reach our highly targeted audience contact us for 
information on affordable advertising packages in print and online. 

Contact Karen Harrell at 850-291-1266 
or Publisher@SnowbirdsGulfCoast.com

Does your group sponsor 
a Snowbird Club or Event?

Send us the information and we’ll try 
to get it into our calendar!

Send to : Publisher@SnowbirdsGulfCoast.com or call 850-291-1266. 

Caught Reading!
birds
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Open Wednesday – Sunday, 9:00am – 5:00pm

For gift certifi cates, appointments and additional 

information, call 228-436-7801 or 1-866-ISLE-SPA.

151 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39530 • 1-800-THE-ISLE • www.theislebiloxi.com

Follow us on  at twitter.com/IsleCasinoBX. 

Become a fan on  at facebook.com/IsleCasinoBX.

We o� er a variety of room packages* 
to suit your every need.

Book your stay by calling 1-866-ISLE-VIP 
or visiting theislebiloxi.com.

HOTELHOTELHOTELHOTEL
PACKAGES

Open Wednesday – Sunday, 9:00am – 5:00pmOpen Wednesday – Sunday, 9:00am – 5:00pmOpen Wednesday – Sunday, 9:00am – 5:00pmOpen Wednesday – Sunday, 9:00am – 5:00pm

For gift certifi cates, appointments and additional For gift certifi cates, appointments and additional 

information, call 228-436-7801 or 1-866-ISLE-SPA.information, call 228-436-7801 or 1-866-ISLE-SPA.

151 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39530 • 1-800-THE-ISLE • www.theislebiloxi.

Follow us on  at twitter.com/IsleCasinoBX. 

Become a fan on  at facebook.com/IsleCasinoBX.

We o� er a variety of room packages
to suit your every need.to suit your every need.

Book your stay by calling 1-866-ISLE-VIP 
or visiting theislebiloxi.com.

HOTELHOTELHOTELHOTEL
PACKAGESPACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESPACKAGESPACKAGESPACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESPACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESPACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESPACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESHOTEL
PACKAGESPACKAGES

© 2010 Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. Spa closed on Monday and Tuesday. Must be 18 or older to receive spa services. Must be 21 to book room. 
Major credit card required to book reservation and upon check-in. *Based on availability. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-777-9696.
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Resources
We have put together a resource list on a variety of topics as a service to our winter visitors. This list is is meant to be helpful to our readers and is not comprehensive.

airPorTs
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport
Sarasota Bradenton International serves over one 
million passengers a year as a gateway to the southwest 
Gulf coast of Florida. Major domestic and commuter 
airlines provide daily scheduled service, as do seasonal 
international and domestic charter carriers. Located at 6000 
Airport Circle, service is provided by Delta, AirTran, US 
Airways, Northwest, Jet Blue and Air Canada. 941-359-2770 
x4260

St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport
The St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport provides 
direct service to convenient destinations throughout the 
United States, Canada, and the Caribbean. The Airport also 
provides various chartered services to exciting domestic 
and international destinations including new service to 
Biloxi, Miss. Located at 14700 Terminal Blvd in Clearwater. 
727-453-7800. Flights are provided by Allegiant Air, Vision 
Airlines, USA3000 Airlines, Locair, Sunwing Airlines, Transat 
Holidays, SeaCoast Airlines

Tampa International Airport Over the last 35 years, Tampa 
International Airport has strived to become the world-
class facility we know today and it has grown to become 
one of the preeminent airports in the world.. Located at 
4100 George J. Bean Parkway, 813-870-8700, Tampa 
International hosts the following airlines: Air Canada, Air 
Tran, Air Wisconsin, American, Atlantic Southeast Airlines, 
British Airways, Cape Air, Cayman Airways, COMAIR, 
Continental Airlines, Continental Connection, Continental 
Express, Delta Air Lines, Freedom Airlines, Frontier, 
Gulfstream International,. Jet Blue, KLM, Midwest Airlines, 
Northwest Airlines, Republic Airways, Southwest Airlines, 
Spirit Airlines, United, US Airways, WestJet

FrEsHwaTEr FisHiNG
Hillsborough River State Park
15402 N US Highway 301, Thonotosassa, (813)-987-
6771
Lowry Park Tampa
7525 North Boulevard, Tampa, 33604, 813-274-8184 
Edward Medard Park
5726 Panther Loop, Plant City, 33567, 813-757-3802
Al Lopez Park
4602 North Himes Ave, Tampa, 33614, 813-348-1172
St Petersburg Park
Dr Martin Luther King Jr St, St 
Petersburg,Walsingham Reservoir, Ulmerton Rd & 
122ND Ave, Boca Ciega
Myakka River State Park
13207 State Road 72, Sarasota, (941) 361-6511
Bradenton - Manatee Recreation Area
20007 E State Road 64, Bradenton, 941- 741-3028

saltwater Fishing 
Rod & Reel Pier, 875 North Shore Drive
Anna Maria, 941-778-1885
Redington Long Pier,17490 Gulf Boulevard, 
Redington Shores, 727-391-9398
Hart’s Landing Inc, 920 John Ringling Boulevard, 
Sarasota, 941-955-0011
City of Clearwater Marine Dept Beaches 
Harbormaster: Pier 60, 25 Causeway Blvd Slip 57, 
Clearwater Beach, 727-462-6466
Merry Pier, 801 Pass a Grille Way, St Pete Beach, 
727-360-1400
South Skyway Fishing Pier
7900 US Highway 19 S, Palmetto, 941-729-0117
Redington Long Pier, 18298 Sunset Boulevard, 
Redington Shores, 727-399-2573
State of Florida: Skyway Fishing Pier State Park, 
19th Street North, Saint Petersburg, 727-865-0668

HosPiTaLs
Tampa Area
South Bay Hospital Acute Care 813-634-3301 
Town & Country Hospital Acute Care 813-888-7060 
University Community Hospital-Carrollwood 
Acute Care 813-932-2222 
Tampa General Hospital Acute Care 813-844-7000 
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Ctr & Rsrch Inst  Acute 
Care  813-745-4673 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Inc. Acute Care 813-870-4000 
South FL Baptist Hospital Acute Care 813-757-1200 
Memorial Hospital of Tampa Acute Care 813-873-6400 
Brandon Regional Hospital Acute Care 813-681-5551 
Ocala Area
West Marion Community Hospital Acute Care 352-291-3000 
Munroe Regional Medical Center Acute Care 352-351-7200 
Ocala Regional Medical Center Acute Care 352-401-1000 
St Pete Area
Morton Plant Hospital  Acute Care 727-462-7000 
Mease Hospital/Dunedin  Acute Care 727-733-1111 
St. Anthony’s Hospital  Acute Care 727-825-1100 
Palms of Pasadena Hospital  Acute Care 727-381-1000 
Bayfront Medical Center Acute Care 727-823-1234 
St. Petersburg General Hospital Acute Care 727-384-1414 
Northside Hospital and Heart Institute Acute Care  
727-521-4411 
Helen Ellis Memorial Hospital Acute Care 727-942-5000 
Edward White Hospital Acute Care  727-323-1111 
All Children’s Hospital Acute Care  727-898-7451 
Largo Medical Center Acute Care  727-588-5200 
Sarasota Area
Englewood Community Hospital, Inc. Acute Care  
941-475-6571 
Venice Regional Medical Center Acute Care 941-485-7711 
Doctors Hospital of Sarasota Acute Care 941-342-1100 
Bradenton Area
Blake Medical Center Acute Care  941-792-6611

LibrariEs
Bradenton
Braden River Library 4915 53rd Avenue E., 941-727-6079
Manatee County Public Library
1301 Barcarrota Blvd. West, 941-748-5555
South Manatee County Branch 
6081 26th Street W., 941-755-3892
Talking Book Service 6081 26th Street West, 941-742-5914
Ocala
Freedom Public Library 5870 S.W. 95th St., 352-438-2580
Marion Oaks Public Library 294 Marion Oaks Ln, 352-438-2570
Ocala Public Library 2720 E. Silver Springs Blvd,352-671-8551
Sarasota
Fruitville Public Library
100 Coburn Road, 941-861-2500
Gulf Gate Library, 7112 Curtiss Ave., 941-316-1213
North Sarasota Library
2801 Newtown Blvd., 941-861-9830
Selby Public Library, 1331 First Street, 941-861-1100
St Petersburg
James Weldon Johnson Branch Library
1059 18th Ave South, 727-893-7113
Mirror Lake Branch 280 5th Street N, 727-893-7268
North Branch Library 861 70th Ave North, 727-893-7214
South Branch Library 2300 Roy Hanna Dr. S., 727-893-7244
St. Petersburg Public Library 3745 Ninth Ave. N, 727-893-7724
Tampa Bay Area
78th Street Community Library 
7625 Palm River Road, 813-612-9123
Charles J. Fendig Library 3909 Neptune St, 813-273-3680
College Hill Branch Library 
2607 East Martin L. King Dr., 813-273-3681
Egypt Lake Partnership Library 
3403 W. Lambright St, 813-554-5106
Hillsborough County Talking Books 

3910 S. Manhattan Ave., 813-272-6024
Jan K. Platt Regional Library 
3910 S. Manhattan Avenue, 813-272-6000
Jimmie B. Keel Regional Library
2902 W. Bearss Avenue, 813-264-3831
John F. Germany Public Library
900 North Ashley Drive, 813-273-3652
New Tampa Regional Library
10001 Cross Creek Blvd, 813-903-2284
North Tampa Branch Library 8916 North Blvd., 813-975-2111
Port Tampa Branch Library 8611 Interbay Blvd.,813-301-7001
Robert W. Saunders, Sr. Branch Library
1505 N. Nebraska Ave., 813-307-3211
Science Library At Mosi/Museum Of Science 
4801 E Fowler Avenue, 813-958-7678
Seminole Heights Branch Library
4711 Central Ave., 813-273-3669
West Gate Branch Library 7609 Paula Dr., 813-554-5031
West Tampa Branch Library 2312 W. Union St., 813-273-3674
Ybor City Branch 1505 Nebraska, 813-272-5547

rECrEaTioN CENTErs
Bradenton
South Branch YMCA, 3675 53rd Ave E 941-755-4606
Ocala
Marion County YMCA Family Center 
3200 SE 17th St, 352-368-9622
Sarasota
Babe Weiller 1991 Main Street Ste 200, 941-366-6778
Evalyn Sadlier Jones 8301 Potter Park Dr., 941-922-9622
Frank G Berlin Sr, 1075 South Euclid Ave, 941-955-8194
St Petersburg Area
Clearwater YMCA 1005 South Highland Ave, 727-461-9622 
Bardmoor Branch 8787 Bryan Dairy Road, Largo, 727-394-9622 
Hernando Branch 1300 Mariner Blvd, Spring Hill, 352 688-9622 
High Point Branch 5345 Laurel Pl, Clearwater, 727-507-9622 
North Pinellas Branch
4550 Village Center Drive, Palm Harbor, 727-772-9622 
James P. Gills Family Branch 8411 Photonics Drive (in 
Trinity), New Port Richey, 727- 375-9622 
Greater Ridgecrest Branch
1801-119th Street North, Largo, 727-559-0500 
Greater Palm Harbor Branch
1600 16th Street, Palm Harbor, 727-787-9622 
Harbordale YMCA, 2421 4th St. S., St. Petersburg, 727-821-9348
Jim & Heather Gills, 3200 1st Avn S., St. Petersburg, 727-328-9622
Tampa Bay Area
Bob Sierra Family YMCA Family Branch 
4029 Northdale Blvd., 813-962-3220
Bob Sierra Youth & Family Center 4015 Ragg Rd., 813-269-9404
Brandon Family YMCA 3097 S. Kingsway Rd., 813-685-5402
Campo Family YMCA 3414 Culbreath Rd., 813-684-1371
Bob Gilbertson Central City Family YMCA
110 East Palm Ave., 813-229-9622
Dade City Family YMCA 38035 Meridian Ave., 352-521-0484
FishHawk Ranch YMCA Express
16144 Churchview Dr., Suite 201, 813-651-4200
Interbay-Glover Family YMCA 4411 S. Himes Ave., 813-839-0210
New Tampa Family YMCA 16221 Compton Dr., 813-866-9622
Downtown YMCA Fort Brooke 104 S. Franklin St., 813-229-1305
Downtown YMCA 100 North 100 N. Tampa St., 813-222-1334
East Pasco Family YMCA 37301 Chapel Hill Lp., 813-780-9622
Northwest Hillsborough Family YMCA
8950 W. Waters Ave., 813-249-8510
Plant City Family YMCA 1507 YMCA Pl., 813-757-6677
Tampa Metro YMCA Administrative Offices 
110 E. Oak Ave., 813-224-9622
The First Tee of Tampa Bay
7746 Temple Terrace Hwy., 813-984-8655
West Park Village YMCA Express
9878 W. Linebaugh Ave., 813-792-7838

senior Centers
Bradenton 
Meals on Wheels Plus 811 23rd. Ave. East, www.
mealsonwheelsplus.org, 941-747-4655
Clearwater 
Golda Meir Kent Jewish Center
2010 Greenbriar Blvd.. 727-736-1494
Senior Citizens Services
1204 Rogers St, seniorcitizenservices.org, 727-442-8104
Kent Jewish Community Center
2010 Greenbriar Blvd, 727-736-1494
Largo
Largo Community Center, 65 4th St NW, www.
largo.com, 727-518-3131
Bethlehem Center
10895 Hamlin Blvd, 727-596-9394
Ocala
Harvey Fellowship Dining
1415 NW 5 Street, 352-622-2480
Multi-Purpose Senior Center
2001 SE 32nd Avenue, 352-401-3919
8th Avenue Senior Center
830 NE 8th Avenue, www.ocalafl.org 352-629-8545
Sarasota 
Senior Friendship Center Inc.
1888 Brother Greenen Way, www.friendshipcenters.
org/sarasota, 941-955-2122
St. Petersburg
Bay Vista 
7000 4th St. S, www.stpete.org/recreation/seniors.asp 
727-893-7124
Roberts
1330 50th Ave. N., www.stpete.org/recreation/
seniors.asp, 727-893-7755
Sunshine Senior Center
330 5th St. N., 727-893-7190
Lakeview House
465 7th Ave. N., 727-898-3948
Enoch Davis Center,1111 18th Ave. South, www.
stpete.org/recreation/seniors.asp, 727-893-2237
Azalea, 1600 72nd St. N., www.stpete.org/recreation/
seniors.asp. 727-893-7150
Tampa 
Life Enrichment Senior Center 9704 N. Blvd., 
www.lifeenrichmenttampa.org, 813-932-0241
social security offices
Ocala
217 SE 1 Ave, Ocala, Fl 34471, 352-629-1850, 800-772-
1213, Tty 1-352-401-0088
Sarasota
Suite 301, 2001 Siesta Dr, Sarasota, Fl 34239, 800-772-
1213, Tty 800-325-0778
St Petersburg
391 34th St North, St Petersburg, Fl 33713, 800-772-1213, 
Tty 800-325-0778
Tampa
3415 E Frontage Road, Tampa, Fl 33607, 800-772-1213, 
Tty 800-325-0778
Visitor Centers/Chambers
Tampa Bay Visitor Information Center, 615 Channelside 
Drive, Tampa, 813-223-1111
Clearwater Beach Visitor Information Center
1 Causeway Boulevard, Clearwater, 727-442-3604
Sarasota Visitor Information, 766 Hudson Avenue, 
Sarasota, 941-955-0991
Siesta Key Chamber of Commerce
518 Ocean Blvd., Siesta Key, 866-831-7778
Marion County Visitor and Convention Bureau 409 East 
Fort King Street, Ocala, 352-291-9169
Sarasota Visitor Information
766 Hudson Avenue, Sarasota, 941-955-0991 
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The  abundance of fresh fruits, flowers and vegetables 
available each week at a dozen or more local markets is a major 
drawing card for winter visitors.

Although tourism receives top billing, agriculture ranks a 
close second in Florida.

Orange groves still abound and farmers grow and harvest 
a variety of crops throughout the year including strawberries. 
Add local crafters and often live music and the open air 
markets become an integral part of the winter experience.

So, why not do some of your holiday shopping and ship 
your “finds” back to family and friends?

Below is a non-comprehensive listing of markets available in 
the central Gulf Coast region. Sample a different one each week!

Lakeland
Downtown Farmers Curb Market, 200 N. Kentucky 

Avenue, in the plaza of the Peterson Building, across the street 
from the Downtown Crispers.

Saturday 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. and Wednesday 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Features homemade products such as soap, stained glass, 
home-sown bags and purses, leather goods, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, grass-fed beef and lamb, honey, pastas and more. 
Details: (863)-687-8910.

ocala
Farmers Market at Circle Square Commons, 8405 SW 

80th Street, Ocala, Fl. Thursday 9 a.m. – noon. Vendors vary 
and may include fresh caught Atlantic seafood, crafts, flowers, 
fruits and vegetables. Details: (352)427-3982.

Sarasota Farmers Market. Main St. and Lemon. Saturday 
7 a.m. – 1 p.m. Established in 1979, this is a full market with 
55 vendors and 5,000 square feet of produce and plants. 
Includes organic products, plants and floral, specialty seafood 
and meats, German baked goods and a variety of craftasmen. 
Details: 941-225-9256

Siesta Key Farmers Market, 5124 Ocean Blvd. Davidson’s 
Plaza. Sunday 8 a.m. – 1 a.m. 

Features raw foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, home-
baked pastries and breads, fresh cut flowers, specialty cheeses, 
coffees, soaps, jellies, and seafood, together with music, 

entertainment and more. Details: siestafarmer@mac.com

st. Petersburg area
Crossroads Farmers Market, Curlew Road and Belcher 

Road, Palm Harbor.  Sundays through April 24, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Details: (727) 784-9690. 

Sunday Morning Farmers Market, Tarpon Ave. and Alt. 
U.S. 19 (Pinellas Ave.), Tarpon Springs.  Sundays through May 
29, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Live music and fresh produce, including 
offerings from local vendors, prepared foods, gourmet baked 
goods, greenery, seafood, hand-crafted goods, and a variety of 
other items. Presented by Downtown Turnaround Inc.  Details: 
(727) 938-0078. 

Clearwater Farmers Market, Cleveland Street and N Fort 
Harrison Ave., Clearwater. Wednesdays through May 18, 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Fresh produce, cheese, fresh baked goods, flowers 
and plants. Vendors also sell ready-to-eat food and drinks. Free 
two-hour parking at Garden Ave. Garage with ticket validation 
(see market manager).  Details:  (727) 461-7674. 

Oldsmar Downtown Fresh Market , Oldsmar City Hall, 
100 State St., Oldsmar.  Wednesdays through April 27, 9 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.  Fresh produce, jewelry, plants, cheese, seafood, 
organic items, baked goods and handmade crafts.  Details: 
(813) 749-1264. 

Safety Harbor Farmers Market, John Wilson Park and 
Gazebo, 401 Main St., Safety Harbor. Thursdays through April 
28, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Features: produce, flowers, foods.  
Details: (727) 461-7674. 

Largo Harvest Marketplace, Ulmer Park, 301 West Bay 
Drive, Largo.  Thursdays through April 28, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Produce, flowers, plants, baked treats, handcrafted items and 
more.  Details: (727) 587-6740, ext. 5015. 

Indoor Fresh Market, Seminole Mall, 11201 Park Blvd., 
Seminole. Thursday through Sunday through Dec. 19, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  Air-conditioned mall corridors with fresh produce, 
prepared foods, specialty food, greenery, arts and crafts, music 
and seating for people watching.  Details:  (727) 776-7261. 

Dunedin Green Market , Pioneer Park, Main Street 
and Douglas Ave., Dunedin.  Fridays, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday markets continue until April 
29; Saturday markets until July 30.  Produce, cheeses, seafood, 
plants, herbs and other specialty items. Details: (727) 733-4215. 

Pinellas County Market in the Park , Heritage Village, 
11909 125th St., Largo.  Saturdays through April 16, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  Fresh produce, prepared foods, plants, organic gardening 
programs, cooking demonstrations and kids activities. Details:  
(727) 582-2123. 

Tampa
Tampa Downtown Market, Lykes Gaslight Square, Friday 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Features more than 60 vendors ranging from 
organic farms products, baked goods and fresh foods to arts, 
crafts and music. Details: 813-649-8747.
      Ybor City Saturday Market, Centennial Park at the corner of 
8th Ave., and 19th St. Saturday 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Fresh produce, 
gourmet foods and sauces, fresh baked breads, prepared 
foods, orchids, herbs & plants, pet treats, honey, unique gifts, 
photography, artwork, jewelry, woodworking, bath and body 
products, candles, and more. Details: 813-241-2442

Enjoy... South Florida Fresh!
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By B.C. Manion

With its chrysanthemum windows, decorative 
gingerbread woodwork, wrought iron balconies and 
distinctive minarets – the University of Tampa is a 
spectacle to behold at any time of the year.

At the holidays, however, the university building 
– opened originally in 1891 as the Tampa Bay Hotel – 
becomes even more special.

That’s when the university’s Henry B. Plant Museum’s 
army of decorators takes painstaking care to recreate the 
sense of an earlier era at the Victorian Christmas Stroll.

Sally Shifke, who works in museum relations, said the 
stroll has the same kind of restorative effect that winter 
residents sought when they flocked to the Tampa Bay 
Hotel – which now houses the Henry B. Plant Museum 
and a portion of the University of Tampa.

Wealthy visitors came from all over the world to see 
and experience the opulence of the grand hotel with its 
European furnishings and artworks – built by railroad 
tycoon Henry B. Plant, who brought the first railroad and 
steamship line to Tampa. The hotel, which took two years 
to build, cost $2.5 million to build and another $500,000 
to furnish.

Like its name implies, the Victorian Christmas 
Stroll is meant to give visitors a chance to slow down and 
breathe in the beauty and magic of the holidays.

 “As you walk through and you listen to the old-
fashioned music, it’s almost like layers of stress start 
peeling away,” Shifke said. “There’s a calmness that comes 
over you by the time you finish strolling through the 

Victorian Christmas 
Stroll.”

Visitors to the stroll 
will walk the same grounds 
once trod by Teddy Roosevelt who 
commanded the Rough Riders from 
Tampa during the Spanish-American War.

Other famous visitors who stayed or 
performed at the hotel include John Phillips Sousa, Sarah 
Bernhardt, Clara Barton, Booker T. Washington, Thomas 
Edison and Babe Ruth.

One of the 14 exhibit rooms in this year’s stroll is 
devoted to John Phillips Sousa, who left his mark on 
American culture with his famous marches.

Those who enjoy looking at old-fashioned ornaments, 
garland and twinkling lights will find plenty to take in at 
this year’s display which features approximately 16,000 
lights. There are trees of varying sizes in the display, 
including some antique feature trees and the stroll’s tallest 
tree which stands 15 feet and features 40 strands of lights.

This year’s stroll also has a room set aside entirely for 
a Victorian doll display, Shifke said.

The stroll is conducted at 401 W. Kennedy Blvd. in 
Tampa. It is open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, Dec. 1 
through Dec. 23. Admission is $12 for adults; $10 for 
seniors; and $6 for youths ages 4 through 18. Discount 
Days are being offered on Dec. 6, Dec. 7, Dec. 13 and Dec. 
14, with admission rates of $8 for adults, $7 for seniors 
and $4 for youths.

Besides its lovely decorations, the stroll also offers 
entertainment, which varies daily. The Victorian Stroll 
Carolers perform each evening from 6 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.

About 12,000 to 15,000 people check out the stroll 
each year, and the event has been hailed in the past one 
of the top 20 events in the month of December by the 
Southeast Tourism Society.

It generally takes about 90 minutes to enjoy the 
event, including 60 minutes to look at the decorations, 15 
minutes to browse the gift shop and 15 minutes to enjoy 
complementary spiced cider and a cookie on the veranda, 
Shifke said.

The stroll offers its own special vibe, Shifke said.
Those taking it, Shifke said, “will get a glimpse 

of Christmas past that will remind them of their own 
Christmas memories. It provokes conversations. I think 
there’s just a lot of reflection.”

“It makes you feel good about the holiday. If you 
weren’t in the Christmas spirit before you got here, you 
certainly will be in when you leave,” Shifke said. 

The Victorian Christmas Stroll is just one of the 
seasonal celebrations offered throughout the region. 
Winter residents may also be interested in visiting some 
other area attractions.

Holiday Diversions 
for Winter Residents
regional celebrations offer a glimpse of the past, 
a touch of inspiration and shopping, of course.

Victorian 
Christmas 

Stroll

10
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The Henry B. Plant Museum is housed in the 1891 
Tampa Bay Hotel, now a National Historic Landmark. 
During the 1880’s, Henry Bradley Plant was building 
an empire of railroads, steamships and hotels. He 
wanted that empire to have a palace and that palace 
was the Tampa Bay Hotel. 
The hotel was built by Plant 
personally, not investors, at 
a cost of $2,500,000 and 
an additional $500,000 
for furnishings. It took two 
years to build, covered 6 
acres and was 1/4 mile long. 
Its 511 rooms were the first 
in Florida to be completely 
electric. Advertised as 
completely fireproof, the 
building had poured concrete 
reinforced with rails and 
cables in between floors. The 
building had all of the latest 
luxuries including a billiard 
room, barbershop, shoeshine 
service, beauty shop, flower 
shop, telegraph office, formal 
dining room, Grand Salon, 
Ballroom with Orchestra and 
telephones in all guest rooms. 

The grounds of the hotel were just as awe-
inspiring as the building itself, spanning 150 acres. The 
amenities included were an 18 hole golf course, flower 
conservatory, tennis courts, croquet courts, boathouse, 

hunting and fishing grounds, stables, racetrack, 
kennels, exposition hall with Florida products on view, 
casino with 1500 seat auditorium, heated swimming 
pool, bowling alley, spa facilities and card rooms, 
totaling 21 buildings in all. 

The building was bought 
by the city in 1904 after 
the death of Henry Plant in 
1899. It operated as a hotel 
until 1930. In 1933, the 
Tampa Municipal Museum 
was established in order 
to preserve the legacy of 
the Tampa Bay Hotel. The 
Museum houses original 
furnishings and art objects 
collected by Mr. and Mrs. 
Plant from Europe and the 
Orient. Tampa Municipal 
Museum became The Henry 
B. Plant Museum in 1974. 
Since then, its mission has 
been to interpret the Tampa 
Bay Hotel at the turn-of -the-
century and the Victorian 
lifestyles of America’s gilded 
age for people of all ages, 
backgrounds, and levels of 

interest. The Museum seeks to transport the visitor 
through educational exhibits and events to the late 
Victorian period, the beginning of Florida’s tourist 
industry, and the early years of the city of Tampa.

some regional Holiday 
Events & Celebrations
Tampa   
Wild Wonderland at Lowry Park Zoo, 1101 W. Sligh Ave., Tampa
 Visit the zoo at night, illuminated by more than 
a million twinkling lights. Get a chance to meet jolly 
old St. Nick and visit his real reindeer. There are 
free rides and elaborate displays. General admission 
is $13 for adults and $11 for children (ages 3-11).  
Annual Zoo Pass holders receive discounted 
admission. The zoo is open from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
for this event on Dec. 10-12, Dec. 17-23 and Dec. 
26-30. At 8 p.m. on Dec. 28 and Dec. 29 there will be 
a Fisher-Price Little People® Live Show. For more 
information go to www.lowryparkzoo.com or call (813) 
935-8552.

Lake wales   
Bok Tower Gardens, 1151 Tower Blvd., Lake Wales
 The sounds of the holiday season fill the gardens 
from Dec 1. through Dec. 31, with special selections 
every half-hour from the attraction’s magnificent 
Carillon tower. Special concerts are also given at 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m.
 A tour of a 20-room, Mediterranean-style 
mansion, decked out for the holidays, also is available 
for an additional charge. The tour features the artful 
design of Central Florida designers who create a 
holiday showcase of “Christmas Memories.”
 Go to www.boktowergardens.org or call (863) 
676-1408 for more information.

Fort Myers   
Edison and Ford Winter Estates, 2350 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers
 The winter residences of Thomas Edison and 
Henry Ford will be aglow with more than 1 million 
lights, in this year’s “Holiday Nights’ at the estates, 
featuring a fabulous new lighting system. Dozens of 
decorated trees and holiday scenes also await visitors 
during this annual holiday display. The event is slated 
for Dec. 9 through Jan. 1, except for Christmas Eve 
night and Christmas Day. Call (239) 334-7419 for 
tickets and additional information.

Victorian Christmas Stroll 11

if you go

The Victorian Christmas 
Stroll offers a step back 
in time, where the stress 
of everyday life can be 
lifted as you enjoy antique 
ornaments, entertainment 
and elegant décor. 

The stroll is held at the 
University of Tampa’s 
Henry B. Plant Museum, 401 W. Kennedy Blvd., near 
downtown Tampa and open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
daily, Dec. 1 through Dec. 23.

Admission is $12 for adults; $10 for seniors; and $6 
for youths ages 4 through 18. Discount Days are being 
offered on Dec. 6, Dec. 7, Dec. 13 and Dec. 14, with 
admission rates of $8 for adults, $7 for seniors and $4 
for youths.

For more information call (813) 254-1891 or go to 
www.plantmuseum.com

The Henry B. Plant Museum: A History 
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Tuesdays
Ballroom Lessons. Gulfport Casino, 
5500 Shore Boulevard S, Gulfport, FL, 
Noon - 3 p.m. $7
Argentine Tango Lesson. Gulfport 
Casino, 6:30 – 10:30 p.m. $7

Wednesdays
Swing Dance - Gulfport Casino, 
6-11 p.m. $7

Thursdays
Salsa - Gulfport Casino, 7 p.m. $7

Sundays
Band and Ballroom Dance Call 727-
893-1070 for band info, 6 -10 p.m. $7

12/1–31 
Snowfest and Holiday Fantasy, St. 
Petersburg,  A month-long tradition 
of beautiful decorations, choirs of 
carolers, holiday entertainment, a major 
Christmas parade and other special 
events. 727-821-6443 or 727-893-7494 

12/1 Medicare Presentation, 
Gulfport Senior Center, 5501 27th 
Ave. S., 1 p. m. The presentation is 
provided by SHINE (Serving Health 
Insurance Needs of Elders) - a program 
of the Department of Elder Affairs 
and addressed specific changes in 
Medicare for 2011. Contact 727-893-
2237 or 727-893-1231.

12/3 “Passport to Gulfport: a 
Progressive Party with a Purpose.”  
6:30 p.m. Tickets $50 online at www.
ASAPservices.org or at Domain Home 
Accessories (3129 Beach Blvd. S.).  
Benefits AIDS Service Association of 
Pinellas, providing services and support 
for families and individuals affected by 
HIV/AIDS.  727-328-3260.
Gulfport Art-Walk, Beach Blvd. S. 
(Waterfront District), 6-10 p.m. 727-322-
5217 

The Inspirations. All about tradition, 
from the songs they sing to the way 
they live, the Inspirations have carried 
on a grand tradition of hard work, 
high personal standards of living, and 
take a stand for theChristian values. 
The Lakeland Center, 701 West Lime 
St, Lakeland, 863-834-8111, www.
theinspirations.com/

Art-Cruise 7 p.m.  Art-Cruise your way 
to a beautiful sunset, along with the Art 
Walk Festivities. The Sunset Cruise 
starts boarding at 6:30 p.m. at Casino 
Dock; 5500 Shore Blvd. S.  Advanced 
tickets - $12. Day of Cruise - $15. Tickets 
are available only at the Outpost (3007 
Beach Blvd. South) the Village Pub (5519 
Shore Blvd. South), or call 727-360-7411. 
Purchase tickets before arriving at dock.

11/30–12/5 Irving Berlin’s White 
Christmas. Direct from Broadway, the 
classic holiday movie White Christmas 
comes to Tampa Nov. 30-Dec. 5! Enjoy 
classic Berlin hits like “Blue Skies,” “How 
Deep is the Ocean?” and, of course, the 
unforgettable title song. Irving Berlin’s 
WHITE CHRISTMAS tells the story of two 
buddies putting on a show in a magical 
Vermont inn and finding their perfect mates 
in the process. Full of dancing, laughter and 
some of the greatest songs ever written 
this event promises a merry theatrical 
experience for the whole family! The Straz 
Center for the Performing Arts, 1010 NW C 
MacInnes Pl, Tampa, www.tbpac.org

12/1–2/20 Forbidden Broadway: 
Greatest Hits: Vol. 1, Don’t miss the 
show Kathie Lee Gifford refers to as 
“the Saturday Night Live of Broadway” 
- longest-running musical revue in the 
world and “the funniest show in New York” 
(New Yorker Magazine). A favorite of all 
Broadway lovers, Tampa’s Forbidden 
Broadway cabaret revue sharply spoofs 
show tunes, characters and plots of 
contemporary and current Broadway 
musicals, and it will have you rolling in the 
aisles. The Straz Center for the Performing 
Arts, 1010 NW C MacInnes Pl, Tampa, 
www.tbpac.org

12/1 Dave Koz and his friends have 
become a favored holiday tradition at the 
Hall. Platinum-selling saxophonist, radio 
host and humanitarian, Dave is joined by 
singer-songwriter/guitarist Jonathan Butler, 
known for music blending his South African 
roots with Western pop influences, the 
compelling and creative Brian Culbertson, 
at home on keyboards, trombone and 
bass, and Dutch saxophonist, international 
smooth jazz recording artist and Funky 
Stuff bandleader Candy Dulfer.  Ruth 
Eckerd Hall, 1111 North McMullen Booth 
Rd, Clearwater, 727-791-7400, 

12/4  Don Felder: An Evening at 
the Hotel California. Don’t miss world 
renowned musician Don Felder, former 
lead guitarist of the rock group the Eagles 
for 27 years, who wrote their biggest hit, 
“Hotel California”. 14 Grammy nominations 
- 4 wins and member of the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame since 1998, his signature 
guitar work is legendary. The Lakeland 
Center, 701 West Lime St, Lakeland, 863-
834-8111, www.donfelderonline.com/
Santa’s Holiday Revue. Saturday, Dec. 
4 at 11 a.m. & 1 p.m.
A fast paced rollicking musical that takes 
a joyous round-the-world tour of dances, 
songs and stories from Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and many more. The 
audience will sing, clap and tap along as 

they learn new and old traditions, customs 
and folklore that instills the magic of the 
season. $6.50 Adult, $5.50 Children, $6 
Schools, $20 Family 4 pack” 
Largo Cultural Center, 105 Central Park 
Drive, Largo, Fla. 727-587-6751 

12/6 City of Gulfport Annual Holiday 
Tree Lighting, 7 p.m., Clymer Park 
(corner of Gulfport Blvd. S. and Beach 
Blvd. S.) Contact 727-893-1118.

12/7 Imperial Symphony Orchestra: 
Masterworks 3: Home for Christmas. 
A selection of holiday favorites performed 
in partnership with local artists. 
Some selections include: Fantasia 
on Greensleeves, White Christmas, 
Selections from Messiah. The Lakeland 
Center, 701 West Lime St, Lakeland, 863-
834-8111, http://imperialsymphony.org/

12/9 Pasadena Band Concert Series, 
presented by the Gulfpost Chamber of 
Commerce. Gulfport Casino Ballroom, 5500 
Shore Blvd. S., 7:30 p.m. 727-344-3711.

12/10–12 Holiday Duet. Enjoy 
traditional songs of the season sung 
by leading actors from the Ocala Civic 
Theatre. Admission: $12 per person 
includes self-guided tours of exhibitions 
and collections. Appleton Museum of Art, 
4333 E Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala, 352-
291-4455, www.appletonmuseum.org 

12/10 Bowzer’s Holiday Oldies Party. 
Jon “Bowzer” Bauman is back with your 
favorite hits from Jay Black of Jay and 
the Americans (Come a Little Bit Closer, 
This Magic Moment, Cara Mia), The 
Original Comets (Rock Around the Clock, 
Shake, Rattle and Roll, Me and Bobby 
McGee), and Tommy Mara of The Crests 
(16 Candles, Step by Step, The Angels 
Listened In). A tribute to the late Johnny 
Maestro, makes this show extra special. 
Ruth Eckerd Hall, 1111 N McMullen Booth 
Rd, Clearwater, 727-791-7400

The Annie Moses Band This 
Glorious Christmas. 8 p.m Leading 
the way in the pop-classical revolution 
sweeping the music world, the band has 
recently been featured on PBS television 
and their holiday show is known around 
the world. The Annie Moses Band blends 
jazz, classical and pop music together with 
organic and acoustic instruments arranged 
with modern pop production. $25 Advance, 
$30 VIP, $30 Day of show* Largo Cultural 
Center, 105 Central Park Drive, Largo, Fla
 (727)587-6793
Caribbean Holiday. How about a 
Caribbean Christmas holiday this year? 
This ensemble offers seasonal favorites 
with a touch of tropical essence to 
celebrate the holidays “island style.” Rasta 
Santa has a bag of treats for the whole 
family. Let Caribbean Sound transport 
you to your own special island for an 
evening of irresistible tropical delight. Ruth 
Eckerd Hall, 1111 N McMullen Booth Rd, 
Clearwater, 727-791-7400
Chonda Pierce. Armed with a abundance 
of unpretentious Southern charm and laser 
sharp wit, Chonda Pierce is an in-demand 

¬December  
Events

12/8 The Grammy-winning husband-and-wife team, Amy Grant & Vince Gill present cherished standards and newer 
seasonal fare as well as some of their biggest hits. “Christmas audiences are special”, explains Grant. “They tend to involve 
the whole family, and their emotions are a wonderful mix of anticipation and reverence. It’s a thrilling experience for both of 
us.” Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 941-953-3368, www.vanwezel.org
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stand up comic, television hostess and 
best-selling author. Pierce has paralayed 
her gift for storytelling into a multi-
faceted career. “Comedy is timeless. You 
can hear an old George Burns joke and 
still laugh,” says Pierce. The Lakeland 
Center, 701 West Lime St, Lakeland, 
863-834-8111,  http://www.chonda.org
Holiday Hoopla, Beach Blvd. S., 
Gulfport, FL (Between 28th Ave. S. and 
Shore – Art District), from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Holiday Street festival. Contact Suzie 
King at 727-322-5217.
Boca Ciega Yacht Club Holiday Boat 
Parade at 6 p.m. by entering the Gulfport 
Municipal Marina, past the William’s 
Pier and into the canals of Town Shores 
Condominiums. Entry $5 plus two or 
more unwrapped toys. 727-430-7241 
or www.sailbcyc.org/BCYC_Christmas_
Boat_Parade.html
The Sarasota Ballet presents “The 
Nutcracker” This timeless classic is 
the perfect holiday tradition to share 
with your family. Tchaikovsky’s beautiful 
score is a wonderful way to enter into 
the holiday spirit. Choreographed by 
former director, Robert DeWarren, join 
the Sarasota Ballet for a magical trip 
to the Land of the Sweets. Sarasota 
Opera House, 61 N. Pineapple Ave, 
Sarasota, 941-359-0099 x101, www.
sarasotaballet.org
ATOMIC HOLIDAY BAZAAR Year Five! 
Sarasota, Florida’s orginal indie craft 
show featuring handmade DIY craft. 
Two Days and one Evening of Atomic 
madness! Sat Shows: 11:00 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., reopening doors at 6:00 p.m.-
midnight. Sun. Shows: NOON-5:30 p.m. 
Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. Tamiami 
Trail, Sarasota, 941-954-4165
Clothing Swap to Benefit CASA at 
Gulfport Fresh Market, next to The 
Outpost, 3007 Beach Blvd. S., 9 a.m.-
Noon. Bring up to five gently used 
garments to exchange for vouchers. Or 
buy vouchers for $3 each (benefitting 
CASA).  Bring your own hangers.  Extra 
clothing donations for CASA (Community 
Action Stops Abuse) encouraged. 727-
366-4086. 9am – Noon.  FREE.

12/12 Judy Collins. A clarion 
voice of the ‘60s inspired by Woody 
Guthrie and Pete Seeger, interpreter 
of social poet Bob Dylan and others.
Particularly known for her renditions 
of Joni Mitchell’s Both Sides Now 
and Stephen Sondheim’s Send in the 
Clowns, this singer-songwriter, social 
activist, author, filmmaker, painter and 
more, a relentlessly creative spirit, is 
truly a renaissance woman. Experience 
her radiance and brilliance again in the 
intimacy of the Capitol Theatre, 405 
Cleveland St in Downtown Clearwater, 
800-875-8682, www.judycollins.com/
A Big Band Christmas Featuring 
the 10 O’clock Swing Band, 2 p.m. 
Largo Cultural Center, 105 Central Park 
Drive, Largo, Fla. 727-587-6751 
Come see one of the areas best 18 

piece big band perform a special holiday 
show in swinging style. Your toes will tap 
and hands will clap as this band plays 
swinging holiday music for dancing and
your listening enjoyment. Cabaret 
Seating with Dance Floor. $20 Advance, 
$25 Day of show*
Steve Solomon’s “A time of Peace—a 
time of Joy-a time of remembering 
why you left home in the first place.” 
All new Show! Steve’s back with 
more wild and hilarious stories and 
characterizations about folks we meet 
whose sole purpose was to drive him 
into therapy. We all get to attend holiday 
dinner at Grandma’s where, if you’re 
under 55, you’re allowed to sit at the 
children’s table! Van Wezel Performing 
Arts Hall, 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 
941-953-3368, www.vanwezel.org

12/14 Reflections of Rosemary 
Christmas Memories with Debby 
Boone. Start your holidays with timeless 
holiday carols and America’s true 
musical sweetheart, Debby Boone! Her 
latest album, “Reflections of Rosemary,” 
is a loving tribute to her legendary 
mother-in-law, Rosemary Clooney (and 
daughter to the great Pat Boone) When 
Rosemary Clooney died in 2002, Debby 
inherited all of her musical arrangement  
“treasure chest.” Enjoy a beautiful stroll 
down memory lane with  biggest hits and 
Christmas classics from the legendary 
screen musical “White Christmas”—
“Blue Skies,” “Mood Indigo,” “Time After 
Time,” “In the Wee Small Hours of the 
Morning” and more.  The Lakeland 
Center, 701 West Lime St, Lakeland, 
863-834-8111, www.debbyboone.net/

12/16
Peter White Christmas. This popular 
trio, ambassadors of jazzy Christmas 
cheer, returns to Clearwater just in time 
for the holidays. Guitarist Peter White 
brings friends saxophonist Mindi Abair 
and trumpeter Rick Braun along to add 
to the holiday spirit smooth-jazz style. St. 
Petersburg native Mindi’s sultry vocals 
complete the package to make the 
perfect holiday gift for you or any jazz 
lover on your list. Ruth Eckerd Hall, 
1111 N McMullen Booth Rd, Clearwater, 
727-791-7400 http://peterwhite.com

12/17 A Dickens of a Christmas - 
Una Voce: The Florida Men’s Chorale. 
Come follow the merry, magical madness 

as Una Voce: The Florida Men’s Chorale 
Holiday production. St. Petersburg 
College Clearwater Campus - Arts 
Auditorium, 2465 Drew Street, St. 
Petersburg, http://www.una-voce.org/cart
A Classical Christmas with 
Arioso, 8 p.m. Performed By Members 
of The Florida Orchestra Largo Cultural 
Center, 105 Central Park Drive, Largo, 
Fla.Experience the holidays with the 
finest classical quartet that the Tampa 
Bay area has to offer. The show is 
interactive with the audience and includes 
some sing alongs to get you in the 
holiday spirit. $20 Advance, $25 VIP, $25 
Day of show* (727)587-6793

12/14-15,17,19
Cirque Dreams Holidaze
12/14 & 15 at Van Wezel Performing 
Arts Hall in Sarasota and and 
12/17-19 atThe Straz Center for the 
Performing Arts in Tampa. The original 
new musical extravaganza filled 
with spectacle, imagination and 
whimsical dreams. Ornaments 
come to life as costumed characters 
who perform astonishing feats that 
celebrate the holiday season and 
showcase pageantry, ingenuity and 
breathtaking artistry. An international 
cast of acrobats, aerialists, singers, 
dancers and musicians fill this 
Cirque Dream on stage, in the air 
and while dangling from a 24 foot tall 
magical tree. With over 100 dazzling 

costumes, an original musical 
score and some holiday favorites, 
CIRQUE DREAMS HOLIDAZE has 
been a sellout everywhere it has 
played! Van Wezel Performing Arts 
Hall, 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 
941 953-3368, www.vanwezel.org or 
The Straz Center for the Performing 
Arts, 1010 NW C MacInnes Pl, Tampa, 
www.tbpac.org

12/18 The Nutcracker. Recapture 
the nostalgia and magic of this holiday 
treasure. The skillful dancers of Moscow 
Classical Ballet portray this classic E.T.A. 
Hoffman tale using choreography based 
on Vasily Vainonen’s 1934 interpretation, 
one that comes close to the original 
performed in St. Petersburg, Russia 
more than 100 years ago. Tchaikovsky’s 
timeless score and the beauty and 
grace of these dancers create magical 
memories to be savored. Live music from 
The Florida Orchestra and participation 

by local children adds a special touch. 
Ruth Eckerd Hall, 1111 N McMullen 
Booth Rd, Clearwater, 727-791-7400
Gulfport Art-Walk, Beach Blvd. S.  
(Waterfront District), 6-10 p.m.
727-322-5217.
Santa Speedo Run.  Begins Clymer 
Park (Beach Blvd. at Gulfport Blvd.), 
ends at Rec. Ctr.  Check-in 3pm, Run 
begins 4pm.  A fun run for a good 
cause.  Run or walk in your Speedo or 
swim wear to raise money for charity.  
Registration to participate and more 
details at: www.asapservices.org/
santaspeedorun.  Benefits Brighter 
Seasons for Children, services and 
support for kids affected by HIV/AIDS.  
Contact 727-328-3260.

12/21 Straight No Chaser 
Christmas Cheers. If the phrase 
“male a cappella group” conjures up an 
image of students in blue blazers, ties 
and khakis singing traditional college 
songs on ivied campuses ... think again. 
Straight No Chaser is neither strait-laced 
nor straight-faced. They are reinventing 
the idea of a cappella on the modern 
pop landscape. The Straz Center for the 
Performing Arts, 1010 NW C MacInnes 
Pl, Tampa, www.tbpac.org

12/22
Joe Koehler Senior Follies 
Holiday Variety Show, 1 p.m., 
Catherine Hickman Theater. $7.00.  
Refreshments and door prizes will be 
provided in the Senior Center Dining 
Hall following the performance. For more 
info, call 727-893-2237 or 727-893-1231.
A Christmas Carol, produced by the 
famed Nebraska Theatre Caravan & 
authored by Charles Dickens, a holiday 
classic featuring a spirited ensemble of 
performers, elaborate costumes and a 
magical set that feels like a Christmas 
card come-to-life. Wezel Performing Arts 
Hall, 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 
941 953-3368, www.vanwezel.org

12/22 –23
The Great Imperial Russian Ballet 
The Nutcracker. The Tampa holiday 
tradition continues!  This elaborate 
production features New York City 
Ballet principal dancers Abi Stafford 
and Jonathan Stafford in the roles of 
the Sugar Plum Fairy and her Cavalier 
alongside a cast of dancers from Next 
Generation Ballet and more than 100 
students from Patel Conservatory 

Youth Ballet. With lavish and inventive 
costumes and sets, this newly imagined 
holiday tale will continue to be Tampa’s 
family favorite. You will be transported 
to a magical place filled with a glowing 
Christmas tree, mischievous Mongolian 
mice, crystalline waltzing snowflakes, 
elaborate Faberge eggs and toy soldiers. 
The experience of this glittering classic 
Russian ballet stay with you throughout 
the holiday season. The Straz Center 
for the Performing Arts, 1010 NW C 
MacInnes Pl, Tampa, www.tbpac.org

12/23 A Christmas Carol. This 
cherished Dickens’ seasonal tale of love 
and redemption returns just in time for 
Christmas with spectacular sets, lavish 
costumes, and lively music. Ebenezer 
Scrooge’s spirit guides take you on a 
transformational journey of rediscovery 
of the true meaning of Christmas. Ruth 
Eckerd Hall, 1111 N McMullen Booth Rd, 
Clearwater, 727-791-7400

12/26–27 Moscow Ballet’s 
Great Russian Nutcracker is the 
must-see production of the season! 
Critically acclaimed for exquisite artistry, 
and dazzling sets and costumes, the 
Great Russian Nutcracker is the defining 
holiday experience. Bring your family 
and friends together for a heartwarming 
performance featuring larger-than life 
puppets and pristine choreography in 
a not-to-be missed holiday celebration! 
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, 777 N. 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, 941 953-3368, 
www.vanwezel.org

12/31 Salute to Vienna. A New 
Year’s bouquet of glorious music from 
Vienna’s “Waltz King”! The brilliant 
new cast of European singers and 
dancers delights with famous Strauss 
waltzes, polkas and operetta excerpts. 
Pre-show buffet available. Ruth Eckerd 
Hall, 1111 N McMullen Booth Rd, 
Clearwater, 727-791-7400
New Year’s Eve in Gulfport, 8 p.m. 
– 12:30 a.m., Gulfport Casino Ballroom, 
5500 Shore Blvd. S. Full cash bar. $20 
each ticket includes: Live music by 
Identity Crisis, Party favor, prizes, light 
edibles. Advance tickets at the Casino 
(Tue.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.) or the door. For 
ticket availability, contact: 727-893-1070.

12/31 First Night St. Petersburg. 
Spend New Year’s Eve around 
downtown – Florida’s largest First Night 
Celebration. Stroll the waterfront and 
downtown to check out the festivities.  
Drink in arts and culture with family, 
friends and fireworks. 727-823-8906, 
www.firstnightstpete.com

1/4 The Color Purple, musical 
based on the classic Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel by Alice Walker and film 
by Steven Spielberg. The Color Purple 
is a landmark theatrical event, and a 
Broadway phenomenon. The Lakeland 
Center, 701 West Lime St, Lakeland, 
863-834-8111, www.colorpurple.com
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By B.C. Manion 

If you’re craving something sweet or want something 
more substantial, chances are you’ll find it at Alessi Bakery, 
a family-owned Tampa shop that dates back nearly a century.

It’s a place that builds loyalty among its customers.
On a recent Saturday, 51-year-old Debbie Scibilia of 

Carrollwood, dropped by the bakery, at 2909 W. Cypress St., 
to pick up a dessert.

“I’ve been coming here since I was little, with my 
grandparents,” said Scibilia, who recalls going to the bakery 
on Howard Avenue, well before it moved into its current 
location 38 years ago.

As customers streamed into the shop, Scibilia offered a 
simple reason for its popularity.

“It’s just good,” she said.
Like many patrons, Scibilia’s family enjoys the bakery’s 

scachatta, a chewy pizza dough topped with meat sauce.
“We get the scachatta when we are having parties or 

guests,” Scibilia said. On this particular day she had dropped 
in to pick up some brownies, or another treat, to take to a 
family picnic.

Kerri Burkett, who lives in Lutz, said she always stops at 
the bakery when she’s on the south side of Tampa.

“It’s nostalgic,” said Burkett, who was there with her 
son, Marley.

 “I love the history of it. It’s family-owned and operated. 
We just want to support them.”

The bakery, whose mantra is “Where Quality Has 
Ruled Since 1912,” has historic photos on its walls. Its 
bakery cases are filled with sweets. Its coolers are stocked 
with sandwiches, salads and cold desserts such as flan and 
tiramisu. Several hot entrées are available, too.

During the holidays, the shop expands both its 
hours and its menu, said Ralph Fernandez, the bakery’s 
productions manager.

Its popular holiday items include rum cake, fruitcake 
and full holiday dinners – with a choice of pork, ham or 
turkey complete with sides dishes of mashed potatoes, gravy, 
a vegetable and stuffing.

From the day after Thanksgiving until Christmas Eve, 
the bakery has four decorators devoting their energies to 
making gingerbread houses and Christmas cookies.

“We make over 20 different types of Christmas cookies,” 
said Melissa Maggiore, the bakery’s head wedding cake 
designer.

They make sugar cookies shaped like stars, bells and 
trees – and make decorated cookies in those shapes as well 
as Santa, snowmen and reindeer, she said.

They make gingerbread houses – some traditional, with 
hard candy decorations and others with a more modern 
twist.

Finding ways for the family business to please people’s 
palates goes back to 1912, when Italian immigrant Nicolo 
Alessi came to Tampa, bringing his European knowledge of 
baking.

He opened the first Alessi bakery, using a horse and 
wagon to deliver his fresh Cuban and Italian breads to his 
customers. His son, John Alessi, carried on the tradition – 
gaining a name for himself with his elaborately decorated 
cakes.

Next came Phil Alessi Sr. and then Phil Alessi, Jr., 
who followed in his father and grandfather and great-
grandfather’s footsteps.

The president and chief executive officer of Alessi now 
oversees a business that includes the bakery on Cypress 

Street and a 100,000-square-foot baking facility in 
Northwest Tampa.

 “I feel honored,” Phil Alessi Jr. said, noting he’s been 
immersed in the bakery business his entire life and always 
knew it would be his career.

“When I was 6 years old I used to get in trouble for 
throwing eggs in the back with my friends,” he said.

He hopes the family-owned business will carry on for 
generations to come.

He wants his children to choose their own way, he said, 
however, he added: “If my kids want to get into the family 
business, they will have that opportunity.”

For additional information about the bakery go to 
www.alessibakery.com

if you Go
Alessi Bakery offers a wide selection of sweet and savory 
foods. Its glass bakers display  a broad array of sugar 
cookies, Italian cookies, decorated cupcakes and other baked 
items. Its cooler is stocked with fresh sandwiches, salads and 

cool desserts. There are 
hot entrees available, too.

The bakery is at 2909 W. 
Cypress St. in Tampa..
Its current hours are 8 
a.m. until 6 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
Hours will be expanded to 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. from the 
day after Thanksgiving to 
Christmas Eve.

For more information 
call (813) 879-4544

Tampa Bakery enjoys 
Sweet & Savory Success
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By Henry Adams 

The Florida Orchestra performs nearly 100 concerts 
annually in the tri-city area of Tampa, Clearwater, and 
St. Petersburg. Concert series include Masterworks, 
Raymond James Pops, Coffee Concert Matinees, free Pops 
in the Park Concerts, and educational Youth Concerts.

Masterworks
Music Director Stefan Sanderling opens the next 

Masterworks concert with Brahms’ Serenade No. 1.  This 
is not the profound music associated with the man usually 
visualized as the mature, barrel-bodied composer with his 
gray lion’s mane and his prolific salt-and-pepper beard.  
This is the uplifting music of the 25-year-old composer, 
so full of delightful melodies, spritely dance rhythms and 
youthful optimism.   The program continues with the 
deliciously visceral beauty and soaring musical themes of 
Dvorak’s Cello Concerto in B minor with the acclaimed 
cellist Mark Kosower, who has been hailed by Strings 
Magazine for his “stunning virtuosity.”   These concerts 
are Dec. 4-5 in St. Petersburg and Clearwater.

Morning Coffee
At the next morning Coffee Concert, Alastair Willis 

conducts The Florida Orchestra in a program showcasing 
the “Spirit of America” with highlights from Copland’s 
Billy the Kid Ballet Suite and Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, 
among other works.  This concert also showcases the 
2010 Sphinx Young Artist Competition Winner, violinist 
Gareth Johnson, playing movements of Samuel Barber’s 
Violin Concerto.   Attendees enjoy complimentary coffee 
and Krispy Kreme doughnuts prior to the concert. Taking 
place in a relaxed setting with a casual format, the 
conductor talks to the audience about the music and the 
composers during the performance.   

This concert is Thursday, Dec. 9, at 11 a.m. at the 
Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater 
in St. Petersburg.

raymond James Pops Concert 
At the next Raymond James Pops concert, conductor 

Richard Kaufman leads The Florida Orchestra in a joyous 
night of beloved yuletide tunes and an old-fashioned 
Christmas carol sing-along with the 110-voice Master 

Chorale of Tampa Bay.  In a program of such musical 
chestnuts as The Twelve Days of Christmas, It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year, Deck the Halls, Oh Holy 
Night, We Wish You a Merry Christmas and many more 
favorites, this concert also features soprano Shana Blake 
Hill.   Film and television actor Gavin MacLeod, who is 
best remembered as Murray Slaughter on The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show and the affable Captain Stubing on The Love 
Boat, is a special guest and narrator of The Night Before 
Christmas and One Solitary Life.  Concerts are Dec. 10-12 
in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater.

 

   Florida

december offers Christmas Carols, Coffee Concerts & Concertos

if you Go
The Florida Orchestra regularly performs at the Straz 
Center for the Performing Arts in Tampa, Progress 
Energy Center for the Arts - Mahaffey Theater in St. 
Petersburg, and Ruth Eckerd Hall in Clearwater.  

For tickets or information, visit www.floridaorchestra.
org or call 727.892.3337 or 1.800.662.7286, Mon-Fri, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. or Sat and Sun, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Orchestra
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Missing the ice and your favorite hockey team?

No need to worry, the Tampa Bay Lightning 
plays against many of your favorite NHL teams 
throughout the season.

And, this year the Tampa Bay Lightning is 
offering Snowbirds Gulf Coast’s readers a special 
ticket package this season. The package includes 
any 10 regular home season games for just $200. 

The “Bolts” feature a group of superstars in 
NHL goal-scoring champions Steven Stamkos 
and Vincent Lecavalier as well as 2004 NHL 
Most Valuable Player Martin St. Louis. Hall-of-fame General Manager Steve 
Yzerman and Head Coach Guy Boucher lead the Lightning to the ice 41 times a 
year at the St. Pete Times Forum in downtown Tampa.  The Times Forum is easily 

accessible from the Gulf beaches, 
Sarasota or anywhere in the Bay 
Area. 

December home games 
include: 4 – vs. Avalanche, 7:30 
p.m.; 15 – vs. Thrashers; 18 – vs. 
Sabres; 20 – vs. Hurricanes; 28 
– vs. Bruins and 30 vs. Bruins. 
They also play New Year’s Day vs. 
Rangers. Game times are 7:30 p.m. 

Details: 813-301-6600 or 
www.tampabaylightning.com. 

Mark your 
calendars for Dec. 11 
– opening day for live 
racing this season at 
Tampa Bay Downs. The 
live racing will continue 
through May, 2011.

Last season the Oldsmar oval attracted some of the biggest names in Thoroughbred racing, 
including eventual Grade I Kentucky Derby winner Super Saver, as well as Gio Ponti, Karelian, 
Don’t Forget Gil, Phola, Musket Man, and many more. 

Tampa Bay Downs offers full, competitive fields, some of the most dynamic trainers in 
America, and thrilling live racing action as well as simulcast racing and wagering! 

 During the live racing season, gates open at 11 a.m. and post time for the first race is 
12:25 p.m., unless otherwise noted.  On live racing weekdays, Grandstand admission is free 
and Clubhouse admission is $3; general parking is free,  and valet parking is $5.  On weekends, 
Grandstand admission is $2, Clubhouse admission is $3, general parking is free and valet 
parking is $5. 

 During the Tampa Bay Downs off-season, Grandstand admission and parking are free; the 
Clubhouse is open from Friday through Sunday, and cost of admission is $3. 

A special “Opening Day Breakfast” will be available at 7 a.m. in the Backyard followed by 
a fun-filled day of racing capped off by the $50,000 Lightning City Stakes for fillies and mares 
three years old and up sprinting five turflongs on the surf.  

Tampa Bay Downs also features a Poker room and other activities.
Located at: 11225 Racetrack Road, Tampa, Fla. Details: 813) 855-4401 

or  (866)-TBDOWNS.

Tampa Bay  
 Lightning     And 

they’re off..
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Call (800) 811-6757 for details

Winter Golf Packages
as Low As $289!

(special preseason price)

6-Packs      From $289*
Enjoy (6) 18-Hole rounds of golf at Destin’s Best Conditioned Golf Course. Rounds  
include Green Fee & Cart Fee and are valid until 3/10/11. Some Restrictions apply & you 
must present ad to receive preseason price. 

Unlimited Play Cards From $699*
Enjoy the option of a 30, 60 or 90 day card. Rounds include green fee & cart fee and are 
valid until 3/10/11. There are only a limited number of cards available. Some restrictions 
apply and you must present ad to receive preseason price. 

Destin, FL
Finest Golf Experience

or visit www.KellyPlantationGolf.com

Snowbirds can get a taste of golf at home just by playing the Dunedin Golf Club in 
south Florida.

“It’s a great golf course,” said John Falcone, the Director of Golf who has been there 
for 11 years. “It’s not boring and it’s not your typical Florida golf course. It’s more like a 
northern golf course with lots of hills.”

The course also has small greens, typical of the design of the famed golf course 
architech Donald Ross, who had the original design of the course.

Falcone says the breezes off nearby Gulf of Mexico makes the course play differently 
every day.

Snowbirds start trickling in after Thanksgiving and stay through mid-April, he said.
He estimates that about half of the course’s annual 44,000 rounds of golf are played 

by Snowbirds.
“The Snowbirds are a huge part of our operation,” Falcone said.
The course is short by most golf standards, anywhere from 6,600 to 6,700 yards. It 

has three sets of men’s tees and two sets of ladies’ tees.
But don’t think it’s easy.
It was the host site of the 2010 USGA United States Senior Open Qualifier and the 

low score was a 70.
When it hosted the 2005 USGA MID Amateur Qualifier, the low score was a 74.
“The first four holes are great starting holes,” Falcone said. “They’ve got a lot of teeth 

to them.”
Low rates are the same with a cart as with just walking. Plus, the housing 

development is on the outside of the course.
 “It’s a great walking golf course,” Falcone said. “It plays different every day.”
Dunedin Golf Club, formerly called Dunedin Country Club, has a rich history. It 

opened in 1927 and was the original site of the PGA of America. It was the host site of the 
Senior PGA Championship from 1945-1962 and some of the original buildings are still 
standing.

Some of the great names of golf have played there: Al Watrus, Babe Zaharais,  
Hogan, Bobby Jones, Bobby Cruickshank, Byron Nelson, Cyril Walker, Gene Sarazen, 
Harold “Jug” McSpaden, Horton Smith, Jimmy Demaret, Louise Suggs, Sam Snead, 
Tommy Armour and Walter Hagan.  In more recent times, Mark Calcavechia, John 
Huston, Brittney Lincicome and Ben Crenshaw among others have played there.

In 2006 and 2007, the facility went through a major restoration with the rebuilding 

of the greens, tees and bunkers. 
Dunedin Golf Club offers all the amenities, including a clubhouse for food and 

beverages. It includes a fully stocked golf shop. Falcone and his staff have an extensive 
teaching and club-fitting program.

So they are ready to welcome the Snowbirds with open arms.
“It’s a fun, challenging golf course,” Falcone said. “It’s a gem, it really is. People are 

really surprised by it.”
Phone for tee times: (727) 733-7836
Directions: Palm Boulevard, approximately 1/2 mile east of Alternate 19

Dunedin Golf 
if you Go
Phone for tee times: (727) 733-7836
Directions: Palm Boulevard, 
approximately 1/2 mile east of 
Alternate 19
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The Senior Pet
By Michelle Harrell 

As I watched this past year my star performer, Cupid, tumble off the edge of the 
stage (unhurt thankfully), I realized he was getting older. Cupid has begun to lose some 
vision and has developed chronic canine bronchitis. Both of which require changes in 
the routine for our stage act as well as every day life. Since we travel about six months 
out of the year, it’s extremely important that I pack enough of the required medication. 
Simply because many vets cannot administer drugs for out of state prescriptions. Being 
that I have an incredible, hands-on vet, she also taught me how to make a traveling 
nebulization system so that Cupid would always get the treatments when needed. 
Learning how to be mobile with four dogs is difficult enough, but this year, I learned 
more about traveling with the senior pet. I’d like to pass on some tips for those of you 
who are caring for an aging furry friend as well.
n Always ask for a hotel room on the first floor to make it easier for those pets with 

arthritis.
n Put a friend at home in charge of picking up and mailing any extra medication 

in case of emergency.
n Pack a doggie ramp or stairs to make it easier for them to get into the car or onto 

the bed.
n Remember to be their guide and that fading sight and unfamiliar territory can 

be frightening for them.
n Pack lots of doggie pads, things may not be working like they used to and they 

may not be able to make it outside.
n Be patient, their walk might be slower and take longer.
n Make sure to bring their favorite doggie bed or blanket, this will make them feel 

safe and calm.
n Always know where the nearest 24 hour emergency vet is located, with a map 

from your hotel ready.
n Be aware of new plants and vegetation, know what’s poisonous to your pet.
n Be the best friend to them that they’ve always been to you.

Take care of your fur babies and appreciate all the years of love that they give us!
Until next time, happy trails and tails........
Unfortunately, Cupid passed away this past summer.

Pet Savvy

Pet Resources
bradENToN
Happy Trails Canine Park 
is located on 51st 
St. West at G.T. Bray Park
about half way between Manatee Avenue 
and Cortez Rd.
De Soto National Memorial 
is located at the northern terminus of 75th 
Street North West in Bradenton, Florida

oCaLa
Millennium Dog Park
Located at 2573 SE 32nd Ave, Ocala, FL

sarasoTa
Red Bug Slough Preserve
Located at 5200 Beneva Road in Sarasota. 
This 72-acre wildlife refuge is dog friendly, 
but dogs MUST BE leashed.
Sarasota Paw Park
Located at 4570 17th Street, east of 
Beneva Road, west of Honore Avenue. 
Lakeview Park
Located at 7150 Lago Street.
Bird Key Park
Located on the John Ringling Causeway, on 
the way to St. Armands Circle, just east of 
the bridge. The kind reader who informed 
us about this dog-friendly beach says it’s 
Sarasota’s only beach allowing dogs and 
cats! 
Oscar Scherer State Park
Located at 1843 South Tamiami Trail in 
Osprey, just south of Blackburn Point Road. 
Sun Circle Park
Located in the city’s Indian Beach Sapphire 
Shores neighborhood
Woodmere Park
Located on Jacaranda Boulevard, 2 blocks 
north of U. S. 41
Ken Thompson Park
Located at 1700 Ken Thompson Parkway, 
on City Island by Mote Marine Laboratory. 
Bay Front Park
Located at U. S. 41 & Ringling in the 
Marina Jack area
Gillespie Park
Located at 710 N. Osprey, Downtown at 
Gillespie and N. Osprey
Arlington Park
Located at 2650 Waldemere Street pets are 
allowed on trail area only and must be on 
leashes. 

TaMPa bay arEa -
OFFICIAL DOG PARKS WITH BEACHES
Ft. DeSoto Dog Park, 3500 Pinellas 
Bayway S., Tierra Verde FL  33715
Davis Island Dog , 1002 Severn Rd., (near 
Peter O. Knight Airport), Tampa  FL   
PARKS WITH WATER ACCESS
Bicentennial Park, Tom Stuart Causeway, 
Madeira Beach, Florida    
Abercrombie Park, 3800 Park St. N., St. 
Petersburg, Florida Honeymoon Island Pet 
Beach, 1 Causeway Dr., Dunedin, Florida

OFFICIAL DOG PARKS WITHOUT BEACHES
Walter Fuller Park, 7901  30th Ave. N., St. 
Petersburg, Florida   
Chase Dog Park, Bounded by 28 and 27 
Ave. S. and 53rd and 54th St. S., Gulfport  FL
Boca Ciega Millenium Park, 12410  74th 
Ave. N., Seminole  FL  
North Shore Dog Park
often called “Vinoy Dog Park”, 901 North 
Shore Dr. N.E., St. Petersburg, Florida     
Freedom Lake Park
9990 46th St. N., Pinellas Park, Florida
Walsingham Park
12615 102nd Ave. N., Largo, Florida  
Sand Key Park and Paw Playground
1060  Gulf Blvd., Clearwater, Florida  3767
Crest Lake Park, 
201 Glenwood Ave., Clearwater, Florida 33755 
Happy Tails Dog Park
3051 Garrison Rd., in the Louis A. Vanech 
Recreational Complex, Dunedin, Florida
Lake Vista Park
1401 62nd  Ave. S., St. Petersburg, Florida

GOOD PARKS FOR DOG-WALKING 
AND PEOPLE-WALKING
War Veterans’ Memorial Park at Bay Pines 
9600 Bay Pines Blvd. N., St. Petersburg, Florida 
Abercrombie Park, 
3800 Park St. N., St. Petersburg, Florida
Walter Fuller Park
7901 30th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, Florida
Crescent Lake Park
1320 5th  St.  N., St. Petersburg, Florida
Pinellas Trail and Seminole City Hall Park 
7464 Ridge Rd., Seminole, Florida
Lake Seminole Park
10015 Park Blvd. N., Seminole, Florida
Taylor Reservoir Park and Pinellas Trail, 
1100 8th Ave. SW, Largo, Florida
Walsingham Park
12615  102nd  Ave. N., Largo, Florida  

Where Pets Go
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The American Heart Association is re-
arranging the ABCs of cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) in its 2010 American Heart 
Association Guidelines for Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation and Emergency Cardiovascular 
Care, published in Circulation: Journal of the 
American Heart Association. 

Recommending that chest compressions be 
the first step for lay and professional rescuers 
to revive victims of sudden cardiac arrest, 
the association said the A-B-Cs (Airway-
Breathing-Compressions) of CPR should now 
be changed to C-A-B (Compressions-Airway-
Breathing). 

“For more than 40 years, CPR training has 
emphasized the ABCs of CPR, which instructed 
people to open a victim’s airway by tilting their 
head back, pinching the nose and breathing 
into the victim’s mouth, and only then giving 
chest compressions,” said Michael Sayre, M.D., 
co-author of the guidelines and chairman of 

the American Heart Association’s Emergency 
Cardiovascular Care (ECC) Committee. 
“This approach was causing significant 
delays in starting chest compressions, which 
are essential for keeping oxygen-rich blood 
circulating through the body. Changing the 
sequence from AB-C to C-A-B for adults and 
children allows all rescuers to begin chest 
compressions right away.” 

In previous guidelines, the association 
recommended looking, listening and feeling for 
normal breathing before starting CPR. Now, 
compressions should be started immediately 
on anyone who is unresponsive and not 
breathing normally. 

All victims in cardiac arrest need chest 
compressions. In the first few minutes of 
a cardiac arrest, victims will have oxygen 
remaining in their lungs and bloodstream, 
so starting CPR with chest compressions can 
pump that blood to the victim’s brain and 

heart sooner. Research shows that rescuers 
who started CPR with opening the airway 
took 30 critical seconds longer to begin chest 
compressions than rescuers who began CPR 
with chest compressions. 

The change in the CPR sequence applies 
to adults, children and infants, but excludes 
newborns.

american Heart association Guidelines:

A new order for CPR, spelled C-A-B 
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Kennedy Space Center is NASA’s launch headquarters, 
where the space shuttle is prepared for flight, launched 
into space, and returns after its mission. So, the place to 
start is the Visitor Complex which gives guests a unique 
opportunity to learn about—and experience—the past, 
present, and future of America’s space program.

Exhibits near the center’s entrance include the 
Early Space Exploration display, which highlights the 
rudimentary yet influential Mercury and Gemini space 
programs; Robot Scouts, a walk-through exhibit of 
unmanned planetary probes; and the Exploration in the 
New Millennium display, which offers you the opportunity 
to touch a piece of Mars (it fell to the Earth in the form of 
meteorite). Don’t miss the outdoor Rocket Garden, with 
walkways winding beside spare rockets, from early Atlas 
spacecraft to a Saturn IB. The redeveloped Children’s 
Playdome enables kids to play among the next generation 
of spacecraft, climb a moon-rock wall, and crawl through 
rocket tunnels.

iNTEraCTiVE bUs ToUr: For a best view of the complex, 
take an interactive bus tour. Buses depart every 15 
minutes, and you can get on and off any bus whenever you 
like. Stops include the Launch Complex 39 Observation 
Gantry, which has an unparalleled view of the twin space-
shuttle launchpads; the Apollo/Saturn V Center, with a 
don’t-miss presentation at the Firing Room Theatre, where 
the launch of America’s first lunar mission, 1968’s Apollo 

VIII, is re-created with a ground-shaking, window-rattling 
liftoff; and the International Space Station Center, where 
NASA is building pieces of the space station; a mock-up of 
a “Habitation Module” is worth seeing.

asTroNaUT ENCoUNTEr THEaTEr: There are two 
daily programs where NASA astronaut corps share their 
adventures in space travel and show a short film. The 
most moving exhibit is the Astronaut Memorial. The 
70,400-pound black-granite tribute to astronauts who lost 
their lives in the name of space exploration stands 42½ 
feet high by 50 feet wide.

sHUTTLE LaUNCH EXPEriENCE: The center’s newest 
and most spectacular attraction was designed by a team 
of astronauts, NASA experts, and renowned attraction 
engineers, the 44,000-square-foot structure uses a 
sophisticated motion-based platform, special-effects seats, 
and high-fidelity visual and audio components to simulate 
the sensations experienced in an actual space-shuttle 
launch, including MaxQ, Solid Rocker Booster separation, 
main engine cutoff, and External Tank separation. The 
journey culminates with a breathtaking view of Earth from 
space.

TwiN iMaX THEaTEr: The only back-to-back in the 
world is in the complex, too. The dream of space flight 
comes to life on a movie screen five stories tall with 
dramatic footage shot by NASA astronauts during 

missions. Realistic 3-D special effects will make you feel 
like you’re in space with them. Films alternate throughout 
the year. Call for specific shows and times.

LUNCH wiTH aN asTroNaUT: Add-on activities include 
($60.99, includes general admission), where astronauts 
talk about their experiences and engage in a good-natured 
Q&A; the typical line of questioning from kids—”How do 
you eat/sleep/relieve yourself in space?” NASA Up Close 
tour ($59, general admission included) brings visitors to 
sites seldom accessible to the public, such as the Vehicle 
Assembly Building, the shuttle landing strip, and the 
6-million-pound crawler that transports the shuttle to 
its launchpad. THEN AND NOW TOUR: See how far the 
space program has come with the Cape Canaveral: ($59, 
includes general admission), which visits America’s first 
launch sites from the 1960s and the 21st century’s active 
unmanned-rocket program.

if you go: 
Space Center Visitor Complex 
Rte. 405, Kennedy Space Center, Titusville, Fl
321-449-4444 www.kennedyspacecenter.com
General admission includes bus tour, IMAX movies, 
Visitor Complex shows and exhibits, and the Astronaut 
Hall of Fame, $38 
Open: Space Center opens daily at 9, closing times vary 
according to season (call for details), last regular tour 3 
hrs before closing; closed certain launch dates 

Kennedy Space Center is NASA’s launch headquarters, 
where the space shuttle is prepared for flight, launched 
into space, and returns after its mission. So, the place to 
start is the Visitor Complex which gives guests a unique 
opportunity to learn about—and experience—the past, 
present, and future of America’s space program.

Exhibits near the center’s entrance include the 
Early Space Exploration display, which highlights the 
rudimentary yet influential Mercury and Gemini space 
programs; Robot Scouts, a walk-through exhibit of 
unmanned planetary probes; and the Exploration in the 
New Millennium display, which offers you the opportunity 
to touch a piece of Mars (it fell to the Earth in the form of 
meteorite). Don’t miss the outdoor Rocket Garden, with 
walkways winding beside spare rockets, from early Atlas 
spacecraft to a Saturn IB. The redeveloped Children’s 
Playdome enables kids to play among the next generation 
of spacecraft, climb a moon-rock wall, and crawl through 
rocket tunnels.

iNTEraCTiVE bUs ToUr: For a best view of the complex, 
take an interactive bus tour. Buses depart every 15 
minutes, and you can get on and off any bus whenever you 
like. Stops include the Launch Complex 39 Observation 
Gantry, which has an unparalleled view of the twin space-
shuttle launchpads; the Apollo/Saturn V Center, with a 
don’t-miss presentation at the Firing Room Theatre, where 
the launch of America’s first lunar mission, 1968’s Apollo 

VIII, is re-created with a ground-shaking, window-rattling 
liftoff; and the International Space Station Center, where 
NASA is building pieces of the space station; a mock-up of 
a “Habitation Module” is worth seeing.

asTroNaUT ENCoUNTEr THEaTEr: There are two 
daily programs where NASA astronaut corps share their 
adventures in space travel and show a short film. The 
most moving exhibit is the Astronaut Memorial. The 
70,400-pound black-granite tribute to astronauts who lost 
their lives in the name of space exploration stands 42½ 
feet high by 50 feet wide.

sHUTTLE LaUNCH EXPEriENCE: The center’s newest 
and most spectacular attraction was designed by a team 
of astronauts, NASA experts, and renowned attraction 
engineers, the 44,000-square-foot structure uses a 
sophisticated motion-based platform, special-effects seats, 
and high-fidelity visual and audio components to simulate 
the sensations experienced in an actual space-shuttle 
launch, including MaxQ, Solid Rocker Booster separation, 
main engine cutoff, and External Tank separation. The 
journey culminates with a breathtaking view of Earth from 
space.

TwiN iMaX THEaTEr: The only back-to-back in the 
world is in the complex, too. The dream of space flight 
comes to life on a movie screen five stories tall with 
dramatic footage shot by NASA astronauts during 

missions. Realistic 3-D special effects will make you feel 
like you’re in space with them. Films alternate throughout 
the year. Call for specific shows and times.

LUNCH wiTH aN asTroNaUT: Add-on activities include 
($60.99, includes general admission), where astronauts 
talk about their experiences and engage in a good-natured 
Q&A; the typical line of questioning from kids—”How do 
you eat/sleep/relieve yourself in space?” NASA Up Close 
tour ($59, general admission included) brings visitors to 
sites seldom accessible to the public, such as the Vehicle 
Assembly Building, the shuttle landing strip, and the 
6-million-pound crawler that transports the shuttle to 
its launchpad. THEN AND NOW TOUR: See how far the 
space program has come with the Cape Canaveral: ($59, 
includes general admission), which visits America’s first 
launch sites from the 1960s and the 21st century’s active 
unmanned-rocket program.

 Kennedy 
Space Center

Photo by Joe Culpepper
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Winter visitors to the central Gulf Coast can cross the 
state in three hours or less to reach Port Canaveral, home 
to six cruise ships.

This past April we decided to take a cruise for our 
anniversary and to mark my big 5-0 birthday.  We spent 
two nights in Cocoa Beach (known as the home for the 
I Dream of Jeannie show from the 1960s) and enjoyed 
touring the area and spending time on the Atlantic Ocean. 

The modern Port Canaveral cruise port proved 
to be easy to park and navigate both boarding and 
disembarking something we haven’t always encountered 
at other ports.

We chose Royal Caribbean and Monarch of the Seas 
because it not only visited the highly popular port of 
Nassau but also the line’s private island, Coco Cay. Royal 
Caribbean has two ships sailing from Port Canaveral. 
Other options include two Disney ships (including a new 
one set to make its debut this spring) and two Carnival 
ships offering short three and four-night cruises up to 
seven-day options to the Bahamas, Caribbean and Mexico.

If you’ve never cruised, it’s one of the most economical 
ways to travel. And, if you enlist the aid of a trusted travel 
agent or sign up for numerous cruise line e-newsletters, 
great deals are found all the time. Our four-night cruise 
for two cost under $900. I found a non-peak cruise on the 
same line sailing this November for under $500 for two. 

The Monarch of the Seas is one of the older ships 
in Royal Caribbean’s line but we found our cabin to be 

comfortable and food aboard plentiful and tasty. One of 
the biggest differences between this ship and the Carnival 
ships we’ve cruised on in recent years is the absence of an 
adult-only pool and hot tub area. But the Monarch of the 
Seas had plenty of places to get away including coffee bars, 
library, spa and numerous themed bars and lounges.

Our port of call in Nassau offered plenty of shopping 
and for the most part we weren’t highly pressured by the 
locals. We took a city tour and saw among other things the 
site of the hospital where Anna Nicole Smith and her son, 
Daniel passed away. That was sobering. 

We also had about a 30 minute stop at the heavily-
advertised Atlantis Resort. The mammoth resort lives 
up to its reputation as a firs- class vacation option with 
beautifully landscaped grounds, numerous water features 
and multi-million dollar yachts docked nearby.  It also 
boasts an impressive aquarium open to the public. 

Our second day in the Bahamas was spent on the 
private island. Ringed by white beaches, plentiful beach 
chairs, shady palm trees, accommodating staff and every 
water sport imaginable, the day went by quickly. We 
were served a barbeque lunch and later hit the island’s 
small straw market which offered competitive prices on 
souvenirs. 

Once back on board the ship we enjoyed a final day 
at sea and soon enough were back in port and on our way 
home to the Gulf Coast.

if you go: 
To learn more about cruising from Port Canaveral visit 
www.portcanaveral.com.Cruising 

the Bahamas
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Marketplace

Offering a wide variety of Gifts and Souvenirs 
for all the snowbirds wintering in warm weather!

Visit www.snowbirdcollection.com     Email customerservice@snowbirdcollection.com     Phone 1-888-822-2952
We are currently looking for retail shops and field representatives to promote our exclusive product line
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You will see courage up close as you explore the 175 acres of history and seven decades 
of heroism, from World War II to Iraqi Freedom, at one of America’s finest military parks. 
Here at Battleship Memorial Park you’ll walk the decks of a mighty battleship. 
Go below in a World War II submarine. View cockpits of combat aircraft. You’ll also see 
tanks, a Vietnam River Patrol Boat, and a plane like the one flown by the Tuskegee Airmen.  

History meets heroism 
at USS ALABAMA Battleship Memorial Park 

It’s all here. All waiting to be discovered by you.    
www.ussalabama.com   1-800-GANGWAY(426-4929)

Marketplace is a new and cost-effective way to connect with the Snowbirds! Just 
$250 per edition. Now that’s a deal!

Ask about our print/online packages! 850-291-1266 www.snowbirdsgulfcoast.com 

Place your own Double 
Maketplace Ad !

5 inches width x 1.75 inches height - Actual Size

    Great Size 
for 

Coupon Ad!

South Gulf Coast

  I read yesterday that Burt Reynolds, that aging sex stud whose 
nude body once graced the pages of Playgirl, now complains that he’s washed up as a 
ladies’ man. While working on his latest film, The Crew, he and co-star Richard Dreyfuss 
got nothing but the occasional blank gaze from the hundreds of hot beauties on Miami’s 
South Beach.

Welcome to Suddenly Senior, guys.
Quoted in TV Guide Online, the 64-year-old actor said, “We were gawking and 

none of these ladies knew or cared who these old guys staring at them were. And we 
were thinking, ‘When did that happen? Just yesterday, somebody would have cared. But 
nobody cares now.’”

Poor Burt. I know exactly how he feels. 
One minute you’re a male sex object, with beautiful women in hot pursuit, the next, 

you’re a lecherous old fart with bad breath, bad teeth, and probably badly in need of 
Viagra. 

Actually, I personally never lived the first half of that, but have made up for it by 
steeping myself in the second. We all go through it, the fading of our former selves until 
one day, no one of the opposite sex under 60 even sees us, much less has a crumb of lust 
in their heart. It’s like my friend Johnny Porizinski says: Sometime you wonder how you 
could be over the hill when you can’t recall ever being on top of it.

Johnny was voted the “Sexiest Senior of the Class of 1953,” had women groveling at 
his feet for most of his life. I owe Johnny. When we were seniors together, about the only 
way I could get a date was to hang around his aura. I never could figure what he had, 
but it was the equivalent of being a flea at a dog show, and I wanted my share of dog. So, 
Johnny and I become friends of convenience. He knew All-American girls and passed 
dates my way. I knew all American history and passing on dates like 1812, 1914, and 1933 
helped him to graduate. 

We went our separate ways, each of us ending up in Miami about the time in life we 
realized that both his dates and mine were useless memories. 

“Have all the chicks stopped seeing us?” Johnny asked pathetically. We decided 
to put it to a test. With some optimism, we drove to South Beach, got an outdoor table 
immediately adjacent to where all the Beautiful People walked, skated, and swished by, 
and watched carefully to see if any actually saw us. Let me tell you, there is nothing so 
discouraging as hundreds of gorgeous women walking within three feet of you and none, 
no one, nada actually seeing you. 

All that time holding in our stomachs for nothing. Over banana smoothies — got to 
fight high cholesterol, you know — we mourned our former selves and how ancient we’d 
become. How our generals’ salutes weren’t as crisp as they once were, how it now took 
longer to get to a full salute, and how that salute ended so soon after revelry. How “getting 
a little action” now meant we don’t need to take any fiber today, “getting lucky” meant we 
could find our cars in the parking lot, and how an “all-nighter” now meant not having to 
get up to pee.

Suddenly Trivia: What is the name of the TV sitcom Burt Reynolds starred in? a) Bert & Betty, b) 
Evening Shade, c) Just Shoot Me
“Do you think Burt Reynolds feels this way?” Johnny asked, not really wanting to know. That day we 
bummed out each other so badly we stopped meeting. We had shared too much Golden Age. 
Then, the other day he e-mailed me this piece of advice: “Frank, I’ve learned that if you pursue the 
ladies, they will elude you. But if you focus on the needs of others, your work, meeting new people, 
and doing the very best you can, the ladies not only see you but love you, no matter how old you are. 
Getting married next week with full salutes. Forget the Viagra.”
Good advice. I wonder if I should tell Burt.

When Did Wild Oats Turn 
into Prunes and All Bran?

SuDDENly SENIOR™

By Frank Kaiser

Copyright © 2010 – Frank Kaiser. Frank Kaiser is a nationally syndicated columnist living in Clearwater, Florida. His Web site, www.suddenlysenior.com, 
includes nostalgia, trivia, senior humor and “222 Best Senior Links.” Write Frank c/o this paper or e-mail him at frank@suddenlysenior.com.
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800.24.BEACH
contact us for the BEST places to stay!

Welcome to the Gulf Coast, home to some of the most beautiful beaches in the world. The ideal vacation spot for active 
snowbirds from across the country, the Gulf Coast offers a wealth of recreational activities, from deep sea fishing to snorkeling,
and much more. Ask about our GOLF and CASINO packages...and the many senior discounts available!

G R E AT  M O N T H LY  R AT E S  S T I L L  A VA I L A B L E !

NAVARRE BEACH
Flor ida

PENSACOLA BEACH
Flor ida

GULF SHORES
Alabama

BILOXI/GULFPORT
Mississippi

$100 RESTAURANT GIFT CARD
WITH 1 MONTH BOOKING!
Offer not valid with any other discounts or promotions
Applies to selected units.  Good thru March 31, 2010.

3197_JMEsnowbirdAd_11_09  11/12/09  3:37 PM  Page 1

NAVARRE BEACH
Belle Mer - $150 off 1st month, 
$100 off each month thereafter
All others - $100 off 1st month, 
$75 off each month thereafter

Specials not applicable to Pearl reservations
888-939-5700

PENSACOLA BEACH
$100 Restaurant Gift Card 

with 1 month booking. 
Applies to selected units.

800-554-3695 

GULF SHORES
A limited number of Seawind 

Condominiums are still available, 
call for special Snowbird rates!

800-899-7322

BILOxI
Save 12% when you rent 3 months! 

Call for details.
888-953-4229

Call for Last Minute Specials!



Biloxi, MS • 1.888.946.2847 • ipbiloxi.com
Must be 21 and an IP Rewards member. Show tickets available at ipbiloxi.com, IP Box Office and Ticketmaster. 

See IP Rewards for details on all promotions. Surprize slots exclude video poker machines.

$1,000,000 GRIDIRON
FOOTBALL PICKS
NOW–JANUARY 4
PICK THE PROS WEEKLY FOR 

A SHOT AT $1,000,000 CASH! 

NOW–DECEMBER 24
the cove CASINO | 2ND FLOOR

WIN GEEK-APPROVED JACKPOTS!
• HOME THEATER SYSTEMS WITH 42” PLASMA TVS

• iPODS TOUCH   •  iPADS   •  KINDLES   •  LAPTOP COMPUTERS

• $50 IP REWARDS PLAY™ JACKPOTS

• $5 IP REWARDS PLAY™ FOR EVERYONE PLAYING WHEN       
SURPRIZE JACKPOT HITS

 

DECEMBER 1–24

75 DIGITAL CAMERA JACKPOTS–GUARANTEED!

 BONUS JACKPOT DAYS!

SENIOR MONDAYS 
AND WEDNESDAYS
NOW–DECEMBER 31
SENIORS 55+ ENJOY 50% OFF 

BACK BAY BUFFET AND WIN UP 

TO $500 IN IP REWARDS PLAY™! 

hOFF, LONGORIA,
REIChARD, SPENCER’S
hOLIDAY TWIST
DECEMBER 3 | 8:00PM
REUNITING FOUR STARS FROM THE ORIGINAL 

CAST OF BROADWAY’S “JERSEY BOYS.”

TICKETS START AT

$40

NEW YEAR’S EVE WITh 
ThE MOLLY RINGWALDS 
DECEMBER 31 | 10:00PM
TICKETS START AT

$35


