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JOINT REPLACEMENT

Hip, Knee or Shoulder pain?

Andrews Institute Total Joint Center
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TAV R ,  o r  Tra n s cat h ete r  A o r t i c  Va l ve  Re p l a ce m e nt ,  i s  a  m i n i m a l l y  i nva s i ve  p ro ce d u re  that  i s  

p rov id ing  hope  to  people  who are  cons idered  too  h igh  r i sk  for  t rad i t iona l  open  hear t  surgery. 

B apt i s t  i s  the  on ly  hosp i ta l  in  the  reg ion  wi th  the  expert i se  and  the  technology  to  o f fer  i t .  

I t ’s  an  amaz ing  procedure  that  i s  sav ing  l ives ,  improv ing  qua l i ty  o f  l i fe  and  extending  l i fespans 

–  a n d  yo u  ca n  f i n d  i t  ONLY AT BAPTIST.

WE KNOW HEARTS SO WELL,  
WE EVEN FOUND A  
NEW WAY INTO YOURS.
TAVR: ONLY AT BAPTIST



*Must be 21. **$79 rate applies Monday-Thursday only. Some restrictions apply and is subject to availability. Beau Rivage Resort & Casino reserves the right to cancel or change this promotion at any time. Resort fee and taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Entertainment tickets not included. 
Tickets based on availability and schedule subject to change. For complete details visit beaurivage.com. When you need to win, you need to quit. Gambling problem? Call 1.888.777.9696. ©2 016 MGM Resorts International®

$79
FROM

ROOM RATES

PER NIGHT**

To purchase tickets call 1.888.566.7469. Plan your visit at BEAURIVAGE.COM         #BeauRivage

UPCOMING SHOWS

MARTINA McBRIDE
FEBRUARY 26

A  F E E L I N G  L I K E  N O  O T H E R®

JAY LENO
FEBRUARY 19

KOOL & THE GANG
JANUARY 15

LEWIS BLACK
THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES: 

THE NAKED TRUTH TOUR
JANUARY 8

PAT BENATAR & 
NEIL GIRALDO

WE LIVE FOR LOVE TOUR
FEBRUARY 6

O.A.R.
JANUARY 29

*
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Welcome!
More than 10 years ago I was contemplating the launch of a 

“Snowbird” publication – and I just couldn’t get the idea out of          
my mind.

I was first introduced to Snowbirds as a 14-year-old living in the 
St. Petersburg, Fla., area then again in my 20s when I relocated from northern Alabama 
to Pensacola Beach, Fla.

I remember thinking “those guys sure do have fun!”
Some 25 years later I was at a crossroads after the family magazine I was working 

for was shut down.  Before the layoff I had also written for the Pelican, a weekly 
newsmagazine distributed primarily along Perdido Key, Fla., and the Alabama Gulf Coast. 
I introduced more Snowbird stories to that publication and they proved to be popular.

So, I knew the need was there. This magazine was launched on a wing and a prayer 
and with the support of good friends from many different businesses.

We’ve outlasted the effects of disasters – hurricanes, economic meltdown and, of 
course, the Deep Horizon “BP” Oil Spill.

Along the way we’ve told the stories of some wonderful people and helped educate 
folks in the region that, yes, Snowbirds do spend money while they are here and, no, they 
don’t generally steal any silverware or hoard Sweet-n-Low or any other condiment.

In this edition we shine a light on a couple who have been Snowbirds for about 
the same amount of time this magazine has been in existence. Indiana natives Sandy 
Vanover and Randy Peter and her sister Cathy and husband, Lee discovered Dauphin 
Island, Ala., by accident and enter their ninth season there.

As a side note, I mentioned to Sandy that a friend was looking for someone to 
transport a dog whose owner had died to his brother in Indiana. Without hesitation she 
offered to provide the ride about a week later when she was traveling home for the birth 
of her grandchild.

That action speaks volumes. While you are here on the coast, take a side trip over to 
Dauphin Island. It’s a neat island with many attractions and easily attainable about a 25 
minute drive south of I-10.

In this edition, we highlight some of the great expos and fundraisers you all put on 
and give you January’s Mardi Gras parade schedule. Next month we will highlight peak 
Mardi Gras events.

Check out our packed calendar of events and the events the area clubs are staging. 
There always is plenty to do during “Snowbird Season.”

As always, we are glad you are here.
Sincerely, 

Karen Harrell

Publisher@SnowbirdsGulfCoast.com   
850-291-1266

1-866-7-LUCKY-1 (866-758-2591) • hollywoodgulfcoast.com

GOLF, HOTEL & SPA PACKAGES STARTING AT $99

©Penn National Gaming, Inc. Must be 21. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-777-9696.

Relax and play like a star at Hollywood Casino Gulf Coast, home of The Bridges Golf Club—
Mississippi’s only Arnold Palmer Signature course. Discover luxurious accommodations,  
award-winning dining, and the area’s best gaming all just 45 minutes from New Orleans.

Make it a 
HOLLYWOOD GETAWAY

676 Bayview Ave • 800-627-0777 • boomtownbiloxi.com
*Earn 50 points to get $5, and then earn another 50 points for an additional $5. Must present your Marquee Rewards ® card  

to receive discount. ©Penn National Gaming, Inc. Must be 21. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-777-9696. 

THE GOOD TIMES JUST 
DON’T STOP!

Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

HALF OFF LUNCH

GET $10 FREE SLOTPLAY ®* 
You’ll always find the best fun on the Back Bay at Boomtown Casino Biloxi! Get in on  
the hottest jackpots, an endless seafood buffet, the Fat Tuesday daiquiri bar & more!



Please go to 
VisitPensacola.com/wintervisit 

for a complete list of off ers.

This complimentary card represents a partnership between Pensacola Bay 
Area businesses and Visit Pensacola. The cardholder is entitled to values and 
discounts off ered by participating businesses. The Winter Escape Savings 
Card must be presented at the time of purchase. This card is valid through 
March 15, 2016. Off ers associated with this card are based on availability and 
are subject to change. Off ers cannot be combined with other promotions, 
specials, sales coupons or discounts, unless otherwise specifi ed. Other 
restrictions may apply. All information was correct at time of printing. 
Residents of Florida and Alabama are not eligible.
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March 15, 2016. Off ers associated with this card are based on availability and 
are subject to change. Off ers cannot be combined with other promotions, 
specials, sales coupons or discounts, unless otherwise specifi ed. Other 
restrictions may apply. All information was correct at time of printing. 
Residents of Florida and Alabama are not eligible.

SAVINGS CARD
Winter Escape

Winter Escape 
Savings Card
The 2016 Winter Escape Savings Cards are here! Pick up your free card at any 
of our three area Visitor Information Centers and start saving today on lodging, 
dining, attractions, and more! Go to VisitPensacola.com/wintervisit for more 
information and a complete list of off ers.

Pick up your free card at any of the following Visitor Information Centers

PENSACOLA
1401 E. Gregory St., 
Pensacola FL, 32502 
(800) 874-1234

PENSACOLA BEACH
7 Casino Beach Boardwalk, 
Pensacola Beach, FL 32561  
(850) 932-1500

PERDIDO KEY
15500 Perdido Key Dr. 
Perdido Key, FL 32507 
(850) 492-4660



It was supposed to be just a stopover on their way to 
becoming “Winter Texans.”

Siblings Sandra Vanover and Cathy Hansen and their 
husbands were following in their parents’ footsteps in 
retirement and exploring the RV lifestyle.

But, a detour on their way to a planned extensive stay 
in Kerville, Texas, has changed the course of their lives for 
nearly a decade. “Cathy and (husband) Lee left two weeks 
prior to us. They wanted to visit Mobile, Ala., and tour the 
ship (USS Alabama ) that my father, Curtis F. Shields had 
served on during WWII,” Sandra said. “They camped at 
the Dauphin Island Campground while waiting for us to 
meet up with them. Once we joined them and experienced 
the island life, we all decided to cancel our Texas 
reservations and stay there. This is our ninth consecutive 
winter season.”

The foursome now are “part-time” locals, spending six 
months each year at their winter home. They have their 
campsites on reserve and set up near each other complete 
with shaded tents for extra outdoor space where they often 
visit and entertain.

Vanover goes by “Sandy” and her husband Randall 
(Randy) Peters, both age 67, retired from the Lucas 
County (Indiana) Sheriff’s office. Randy was a deputy 
sheriff for 30 years and a booking officer and process 
server. Sandy also worked as a booking officer and later 
retired as a sergeant. Both also are military veterans. 

Randy served a tour in Vietnam in the Army and Sandy is 
an Air Force veteran of six years. They have four children. 
Cathy retired as an occupational therapist and Lee spent 
his career as a medical bioengineer.

The idea to RV in retirement was planted years ago. 
“Both of our parents were active RVers,” Sandy said. 

“Randy’s parents were active with the Airstream club and 
they traveled extensively with them. My parents enjoyed 
their motor home trips after my father retired.”

In the years before retirement, the couple cobbled 
together six weeks of vacation to travel with Sandy’s 
parents on an extensive western states trip.

“It took a lot of finagling to save up that much vacation 
time for the extended trip” Sandy said. “But, it was worth 
it and has been our fondest memory now that my mom 
and dad are both deceased. I think we knew after that trip 
that that was going to be our goal after retirement.”

Sandy said her sister told her that they didn’t need to 
go any farther than Dauphin Island to find their winter 
oasis. The friendly staff and welcoming locals to the small 
island made them feel at home.

Their tree-shaded campground is steps away from 
spectacular daily sunsets and a dog-friendly beach. 
Tourists and locals load and unload daily at a nearby car 
ferry that travels to and from Dauphin Island and Fort 
Morgan, Ala., and the tourist-rich areas of Gulf Shores 
and Orange Beach. Also nearby is the Estuarium Sea Lab, 

which plays a vital role in research and education of the 
health of the Gulf of Mexico. And the area’s rich history 
can be found at nearby Fort Gaines, a favorite must-see for 
visitors who love history. It also is a popular backdrop for 
keepsake photos.

While the island life and many regional attractions 
keep them busy, it is the onsite activities that keep the 
couples coming back year after year. They are immersed 
in the island Mardi Gras parades, campground potluck, 
music and dance parties and participate in the camper-led 
recreational and fitness opportunities.

“We love the laid-back atmosphere,” Sandy said. “The 
campground staff make us feel like family while we are 
there. We have made many friends and it feels like a 
community once everyone arrives for their winter stay.”

“A couple from Theodore Ala., were traveling to work 
on Rangeline Road. They noticed that a dog was lying 
on the side of the road, apparently hit by a vehicle. They 
assumed he was dead. The next morning on their way to 
work, they noticed the dog had moved a few feet. They 
stopped to investigate and they discovered the dog 
was still alive and suffering from a broken rear leg. They 
took the dog to the closest vet, Oasis Veterinary, to get 
preliminary medical attention. One of our campers , Jan 
Zerbil, happened to be there and struck up a conversation 
about the dog. She paid to have a pain shot administered 
so the dog could be transferred to Grand Bay veterinary 
hospital for the surgery. Jan kept in touch with the couple 
over the next couple of weeks. They were not in a position 
to keep the dog and were looking to find him a home. 
Randy and I already had two dogs and weren’t looking for a 
third. However, felt we would like to give a donation to help 
pay the surgery expenses. We went to visit the dog, and 
immediately knew he was special. It was love at first sight 
for us. Two days later he came home with us to meet his 
two ‘brothers.’ He has adjusted well in our family.”

Detour 
   to 
Paradise
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Adventures Aweigh!
Discover the Gulf of Mexico like never before.

Explore the Gulf Coast’s rich 
history, culture and beauty through 
90 interactive exhibits, simulators 
and theaters. Have a Maritime and 
learn more about “America’s Sea” 
than you could ever imagine.

Navigate History. Discover fun.

Interactive Maritime Museum  |  Downtown Mobile Riverfront
251.436.8901  |  gulfquest.org 

2016
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January 6 Aft er Christmas Sale
January 13 Winter Garden Walk
January 20 Furnishing the Bellingrath Home
January 27 Birding on the Gulf Coast
February 3 John Sledge’s “The Mobile River” Lecture and Book Signing
February 10 Raising Roses
February 17 Getti  ng ready for Spring at Bellingrath Gardens
February 24 Trailer McQuilkin’s “Wildfl owers” Lecture and Book Signing

12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road
Theodore, Alabama 36582

1.800.247.8420 • bellingrath.org

2016It is likely you’ve heard of Dauphin Island, Ala. if you make the I-10 trek between the cruise 
ship terminal in New Orleans and the Mississippi Gulf Coast casinos. Along the way, signs for the 
Dauphin Island Parkway are prominent in both directions.

But, have you veered off the interstate for a visit?
Located at the southernmost point of Alabama – 3 miles south of the Mobile Bay – Dauphin Island 

feels worlds away, but is easy to reach. Located about 25 miles south of I-10, many choose to take the 
Mobile Bay Ferry in at least one direction, depending on the time of day (winter the ferry stops running 
at sunset.) The journey to get to the launch from the east , take State Road 180 25 miles west of Gulf 
Shores past wooded waterfront lots with historic Fort Morgan at the launch site.

However you arrive there, be sure to do your homework so you can fully explore the island. About 
1,300 permanent residents live on the 14-mile-long narrow island.

The island has been designated the “Sunset Capital of Alabama.” The island is home to historic Fort 
Gaines, the Dauphin Island Sea Lab, Audubon Bird Sanctuary, five churches, an elementary school and 
numerous mom-and-pop shops and restaurants. There is a public golf course, biking and walking trails 
and the entire island has been designated as a bird sanctuary.

Accommodations range from campgrounds and RV parks to hotels, motels, condominiums and 
rentals homes – but the island never feels too touristy. Snowbirds easily integrate into the island 
lifestyle. The center is staffed with friendly locals with the latest information for new residents and 
visitors.

A wonderful place to live and an unforgettable place to visit, the entire island has been designated 
as a bird sanctuary, and thousands of visitors come to experience the annual migrations.  Dauphin Island 
is a wonderful, relaxed resort destination. 

Dauphin 
Island

If you go
What: Dauphin Island
Mobile Bay Ferry: The cost is $16 
with a vehicle and one passenger 
and $4.50 for each additional 
passenger. Pedestrian fee is $5 and 
there is a taxi service on the island.
Visitor Info:  Dauphin Island 
Welcome Center, 1101 Bienville 
Boulevard (251) 861-5524 or www.
townofdauphinisland.org. Open 
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.



Trade in your winter blues for the sugar  white sand and  
emerald green waters  of the Gulf of Mexico. Choose from  
more than a dozen condos to find your budget friendly  
“home away from home.” Our limited time extended stay  
specials plus affordable activities and entertainment  
deliver the ultimate winter escape.

9400 South Thomas Drive   |   Panama City Beach, Florida 32408

 800-224-4853  •  rabeachGetaways.com

Don’t Just Book a Room 
Upgrade to a Monthly  

Beach Getaway!
Panama City beaCh, Florida



Go South 
for the Winter!

Are you ready for some new wintertime adventures? Wyndham Vacation Rentals® invites its seasonal long-term renters to take 

advantage of this unique and exclusive wintertime travel benefit. It’s really simple... call to book a month-long stay or longer at any 

of our eligible rentals in Gulf Shores & Orange Beach, ALA, along Northwest Florida beaches, or in Orlando during the 2015-2016 

winter season and receive up to 20% off our already low winter rates.

Visit us online and start mapping 
out your next winter adventure 
at WVRSnowbirds.com or call 
(855) 318-5880 to book today! 

*Visit www.WVRSnowbirds.com for terms and conditions. Northwest Florida reservation must be booked by calling (855) 525-9528 and ask for promo code SN30C.
Fla. Seller of Travel Reg. No. ST-38182. Washington Seller of Travel Reg. No. 603118961. 
Wyndham Vacation Rentals and related marks are registered trademarks and/or service marks in the United States and internationally. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 14 Sylvan Way, Parsippany, NJ 07054

©2015 Wyndham Vacation Rentals North America, LLC.

Northwest Florida: 
Perdido Key

Pensacola Beach

Navarre Beach

Okaloosa Island

Destin

Beaches of South 

Walton/30A

Panama City Beach

Alabama’s Gulf Coast
Gulf Shores

Orange Beach

Fort Morgan

Orlando, Florida



12

Upcoming EXPOS

1/7, 2/4 & 3/3 PERDIDO KEY ROOSTS: 
The popular events welcome Snowbirds to 
sample free goodies, enjoy live entertainment 
and lunch! You must pre-register and the cost is 
just $5. There are two seatings in January and 
February – 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. The roosts 
are held at a new venue this season: Catholic 
Church of the Holy Spirit, 10650 Gulf Beach 
Hwy., Pensacola, Fla. Note that there are two 
“Gulf Beach” highways so be sure to put the 
address in your GPS, if you have it. Purchase 
tickets at Perdido Key Visitor’s Information 
Center, 15500 Perdido Key Dr. Details: 850-492-
4660. 

1/15 FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER/ 
RESORTQUEST WINTER GUEST FEST: 8 a.m. 
– Noon at the Emerald Coast Conference Center 
1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 
This event features more than 100 booths annual 
from businesses of all sizes. Always a fun event. 
Parking is plentiful. Admission is just $1. Details: 
850-244-8191 or www.fwbchamber.com

1/20 SNOWBIRD SOCIAL AND BUSINESS 
EXPO:  Hosted by The Navarre Beach 
Snowbirds Club, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. at The Club 
at Hidden Creek at 3070 PGA Blvd. in Navarre, 
Fla. Local restaurants, retailers, activity and 
hospitality businesses from the Navarre area 
show off their wares and offering great 
coupons, discounts and giveaways to attending 
Snowbirds. The event features door prizes, 
food sampling, coupons and more fun 
and socializing with other area Snowbirds. 

Details: Navarrebeachsnowbirdsclub@
gmail.com or check online at www.
navarrebeachsnowbirdsclub.com. 

1/20 PENSACOLA BEACH BASH: 9 a.m. – 
10:30 a.m. at the Pensacola Beach Community 
Church, 920 Panferio Dr., Pensacola Beach, Fla. 
Enjoy coffee and light breakfast and browse 
numerous vendors. Take a trolley tour of the 
island at 10:45 a.m. Co-sponsored by the 
Pensacola Beach Chamber and the Santa Rosa 
Island Authority.  Details: 850-932-1500 or 850-
932-2257.

1/26 NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NAVAL 
AVIATION: One of the most popular attractions 
on the coast is having a Snowbird Expo. 
Museum officials and area businesses will be 
on hand to talk about different attractions and 
services. 9 a.m. Details: 850-453-NAVY or www.
NavalAviationMuseum.org.

2/11 24th ANNUAL ALABAMA 
LIFESTYLES  EXPO: This event is hosted  at 
The Caribe Resort 28103 Perdido Beach Blvd., 
Orange Beach, Ala. 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Vendors 
from around the coast and Alabama are staged 
throughout two buildings at the sprawling 
resort.  Many Snowbirds travel through the 
state while traveling to and from the Gulf Coast 
each winter. This is your chance to ask questions 
and get to know some of the “local” folks. 
Details:  Bill at 205.222.2862 or email info@
AlabamaAdvantage.com   The Caribe Resort ,  
28103  Perdido  Beach  Blvd, Orange  Beach ,AL

One of the best ways to get to know the various communities in the region is to attend an expo 
where you can talk to people face-to-face. Snowbirds Gulf Coast partners are sponsoring a 
variety of events this season. These are listed below:



That’s why our aesthetician teams develop personalized treatment plans to help you 

achieve and maintain your most beautiful skin at any age.  We also offer treatments like 

CoolSculpting, a unique body contouring device that PERMANENTLY eliminates stubborn 

pockets of fat in areas that are resistant to diet and exercise.

To learn more about our services, visit AquaMedicalSpa.com, or call us for a complimentary 

consultation and let us help redefine your age!

Now through January 29th,  
get 20% off CoolSculpting.

LOOK AS  
YOUNG AS 
YOU FEEL.

No matter your age, we know you 
want to look as young as you feel.

Body Contouring  (CoolSculpting®)

Skin Tightening & Cellulite Reduction

Chemical Peels

Microdermabrasion & Dermaplaning

Facials

Hair Removal

Injectables 

Laser Treatments

Photorejuvenation (IPL/BBL®)

877-231-DERM • AquaMedicalSpa.com
* Certain restrictions may apply. See spa for full details.

Gulf Breeze • Navarre • Fort Walton Beach 
Niceville • Santa Rosa Beach Panama City Beach 
Panama City • Port St. Joe

490-270 Aqua_Spa_Ad_SnowbirdsMag_10.375x11.5.indd   1 12/17/15   1:23 PM



Snowbird Clubs Send your club news to Publisher@
SnowbirdsGulfCoast.com

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: 
Stay in touch throughout the year! Don’t forget to 
sign up for our new e-newsletter ‘Seasons’ to stay 
up to date. We reach more than 5,000 Snowbirds 
in each edition. Each year new Snowbirds find the 
Gulf Coast through this magazine and are looking 
for things to do, people to meet and recreational 
opportunities. 

EMAIL SUBMISSIONS: 
publisher@snowbirdsgulfcoast.com. 
QUESTIONS? Call Karen Harrell at 850-291-1266

VOLUNTEER! Nearly all of the Snowbird clubs 
and organizations listed here are volunteer 
based. One of the best ways to meet people and 
give back to your winter home is to volunteer 
with one of the clubs or events that are staged 
throughout the winter. Most organizations 
have unfilled needs. Don’t wait to be asked! A 
little time is usually all that is needed. Make a 
difference!

FLORIDA
PENSACOLA BEACH: The Pensacola Beach 
Community Church welcomes Snowbirds to 
its monthly potlucks always held on the fourth 
Sunday of the month plus other church activities 
to include a winter Trivia night and other social 
events. Details:  850-932-6628  or http://
thebeachchurch.com/church-events.html
 St. Ann Catholic Church in Gulf Breeze also 

hosts the ‘Fun Bunch’ senior group meeting at 
11:30 a.m. every third Tuesday.  Complete Details:  
www.stanngulfbreeze.org/stann/?page_id=330

PERDIDO KEY: Each year the Perdido Key 
Chamber of Commerce hosts a monthly Snowbird 
Roost for the winter visitors. Vendors participate 
by handing out local information, brochures, 
‘goodie bags’ as well as door prize giveaways 
throughout the luncheon. It is only $5 to attend 
and includes a delicious lunch.  The Roost will be 
held at the Perdido Bay Community Center (13660 
Innerarity Point Rd, Perdido Key, Florida). Details: 
850-492-4660

OKALOOSA TDC: The Island Dance Party will 
be held from 6 p.m.-midnight on Feb. 13 at the 
Emerald Coast Conference Center, 1250 Miracle 
Strip Pkwy, Okaloosa Island, Fla. The event will 
include a live band playing 50s, 60s, 70s and 80s 
music. Tickets are $10 per person and proceeds 
will be donated to the Special Operations Warrior 
Foundation. Details: www.islanddanceparty.com

WALTON COUNTY SNOWBIRDS: Season dues 
are $9 and registration is held 30 minutes before 
each meeting. Entertainment for the Jan. 6 
meeting is “Eclipse” and Jan. 20 “REDD” Sings. 
10 a.m. at Destin United Methodist Church, 200 
Beach Drive, Destin, FL. Volunteers are needed 
in many areas and this is a great way to meet new 
people and make friends. Snowbird activities are 
many from golf, recreation and fitness to a singles 

group, arts, crafts, computer club, day trips and 
more. Details: www.waltoncountysnowbirds.com.

DESTIN: The Roost is located at the Destin 
Community Center, 101 Stahlman Ave, Destin, 
Fla. January 2016 meeting dates are Tuesdays, 
times are 8:30 and 11 a.m. New this year, the club 
will be taking donations for 'Space Age' calendar 
with proceeds to benefit the Alaqua Animal 
Refuge located in Freeport. Each weekly meeting 
features live entertainment. The club sponsors 
many activities including mixers, golf, fashion 
show, craft show bowling, casino trips, chorale 
and Christmas party. Boat Cruise date is Feb. 8. 
Details: http://destinsnowbirds.org

FORT WALTON BEACH: The Fort Walton Beach 
Snowbird Club is located on Okaloosa Island in 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla. With over 700 members, 
the club offers many activities and events to 
its members along with the camaraderie and 
fellowship of others who are in Fort Walton 
Beach area to enjoy the warmer weather and 
beautiful beaches during the winter months. 
Initial registration will be January 4, 5 & 6 at 
the Elks Club. Meetings are on Tuesdays at The 
Elks Club from 10 a.m. to noon, 1335 Miracle 
Strip Pkwy SE, Fort Walton Beach, Fla. The club 
sponsors craft, cards, games, golf outings and 
social events. Details: information@FWBSBC.com 
or www.fwbsbc.com/.

NAVARRE: The Navarre Beach Snowbird Club will 
be hosting a Snowbird Social & Business Expo on 
Wednesday, January 20 from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. at 
The Club at Hidden Creek at 3070 PGA Blvd. in 
Navarre, FL.
 Last years business expo featured over 30 
local restaurants, retailers, activity and hospitality 
businesses from the Navarre area showing off 
their wares and offering great coupons, discounts 
and giveaways to attending Snowbirds.  This year 
will be bigger and better with more vendors, 
door prizes, great food for tasting, coupons for 
post event savings and more fun and socializing 
with other area Snowbirds.  Bring a friend!  
Details: www.Navarrebeachsnowbirdsclub.com 
or Navarrebeachsnowbirdsclub@gmail.com.

PANAMA CITY: In the absence of an organized 
Snowbird Club for the Panama City, Florida area, 
the Panama City Beach Senior Center fills the void 
as a state of the art facility to seniors who are 50 
years of age and older. The beautiful Emerald 
Coast draws many retirees to the area as they and 
many locals, in increasing numbers, have found 
and learned to value the Center. The center is 
located at 423 Lyndell Lane, Panama City Beach, 
Florida. Membership is a minimal fee and covers 
the entire year. Details: 850-233-5065 or 850-236-
3038.  http://pcbsc.com/

Start every day with our complimentary hot breakfast buffet. Then unwind at our complimentary Social Reception every Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evening where we serve light dinner, beer, wine, and sodas. You can always stop by our 
onsite convenience store for an easy-to-prepare meal, work out in our fi tness center or use our complimentary laundry facility. 
Enjoy an evening outside in our outdoor living area while keeping warm next to the fi replace. Catch up with friends in the 
library or enjoy activities provided by the hotel. Best of all while you are out enjoying your day let us tidy up the place with our 
complimentary housekeeping services. We’re conveniently located near hospitals and medical facilities, so you’re always right 
where you need to be. Plus, enjoy the company of your pet just like at home, with our pet-friendly accommodations. 
That makes an extended stay an extended pleasure.

staygulfshoresal.com    251.975.1030     3947 Gulf Shores Parkway, Gulf Shores, AL 36542

From spacious suites with full kitchens to the rich, warm décor, Staybridge Suites® hotels offer all the comforts you need. 

Where Snowbirds go to Get Comfortable Studio, One-Bedroom 
and Two-Bedroom 
Suites Available*
n Fully equipped kitchens 

with refrigerator, 
microwave, stovetop 
and dishwasher 

n Separate spacious 
living and work areas

n Expanded cable TV 
and more movie 
entertainment options

n Free wireless Internet
n Speaker phones 
n Free local calls
n Pet-friendly 

accommodations**

* Suite types vary by hotel
** Contact hotels for pet deposit and fee information
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Join the Club !
ALABAMA
FUNDRAISERS: Tens of thousands of dollars 
are raised by the Alabama clubs for a variety 
of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach groups and 
organizations so be sure to set aside these 
dates for the major Alabama clubs’ fundraisers. 
Feb. 6 - Bratfest; Feb. 13 - Pancake Breakfast;  
Feb. 13-Trivia Night; Feb. 16 - All Clubs 8-Pin 
Charity Bowling; Feb. 19- Low Country Boil; Feb. 
25- Baldwin Heritage Museum Golf Scramble. 
Contact any club for information about these 
events.

GULF SHORES MEN’S COFFEE CLUB: The club 
meets at Gilbey’s Restaurant at 25775 Perdido 
Beach Blvd in Orange Beach. The club will meet 
at the restaurant every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings from 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. for coffee. 
The club also throws horseshoes on Monday, 
Wednesday and Fridays at noon at Meyer Park in 
Gulf Shores.

ILLINOIS: The Illinois Club “Welcome Back” 
coffee is Jan. 8 at 10 a.m. at Orange Beach 
Adult Center on Canal Rd. next to the Library. 
Breakfast Meetings are scheduled at 8 a.m. 
(Arrival begins at 7:30 a.m.) on Jan. 15 & 29, Feb. 
12 & 26, and March 11 at Cayman Grill (26189 
Canal Rd, Orange Beach), Contact Glenn Philpott 
618-978-1897 or gpott45@aol.com.

INDIANA:  The Indiana Club meets for breakfast 
at 8 a.m. on the second and fourth Thursday 
January-March. Cayman Grill, 26189 Canal Rd, 

Orange Beach, AL. Contact Bev Lockhart at 317-
432-8708 for reservations.

IOWA: The Iowa-Alabama Snowbird Club will 
meet for breakfast (8:30 a.m.) at Perdido Beach 
Resort on 27200 East Beach Blvd. Perdido 
Ballroom, Conference Center, 1st floor. Jan. 13 
and 27, Feb. 10 and 24. Details: Shari DeCook at 
641-521-0929 or Sharon Hesselmann at 563-357-
2721 for reservations.

MICHIGAN: The Michigan Snowbird Club 
will meet at the Erie Meyer Civic Center, 344 
West 19th Avenue, Gulf Shores at 8:30 a.m. 
for coffee, meeting begins at 10 a.m. Jan. 7 & 
21,  Feb. 4 & 18 and March 3. The meetings 
include entertainment, announcements 
of Club's activities, door prizes. www.
michiganclubalabama.com.

MINNESOTA: Breakfast, Tuesdays, Cayman Grill, 
26189 Canal Rd, Orange Beach, AL. Doors open 
at 7:30 a.m., Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
In addition to weekly breakfast, the Minnesota 
Snowbird Club is very active in the community. 
Details: www.mnal.org.

MISSOURI: The Missouri Snowbird Club will meet 
for breakfast at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesdays Jan. 13 
and 27 at Perdido Beach Resort (27200 Perdido 
Beach Boulevard, Orange Beach). Business 
meetings are held at Phoenix V will alternate with 
breakfast. Trivia Night is set for 5 p.m. Feb. 13 
at the Orange Beach Event Center at the Wharf. 
www.mosnowbirds.org.

NEW YORK: The New York Snowbird Club will 
meet for lunch at 11 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday at Cayman Grill (26189 Canal Road, 
Orange Beach). Reservations required. Contact 
Frank Panczyszyn 251-981-3120.

NORTH DAKOTA/SOUTH DAKOTA: Meets the 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays in January and February 
and the 2nd Tuesday of March at 9 a.m. at Hazel’s 
Seafood Restaurant, 25311 Perdido Beach Blvd., 
Orange Beach, Ala. Details: Joyce 605-351-0274.

OHIO: The 2016 Ohio Snowbird Club will meet at 
8:30 a.m. Wednesday, January 6 & 20, February 3 
& 17 and March 2 at a Cayman Grill, 26189 Canal 
Rd, Orange Beach, AL.  For complete information 
call Sharon Shock at 419-769-2199

PENNSYLVANIA: Breakfast meetings are 8 a.m. 
Wednesdays at Hazel's Seafood Restaurant, 
25311 Perdido Beach Blvd, Orange Beach, Ala. 
Upcoming dates include: Jan. 6, 13 and 27; Feb. 
3, 10, 24 and March 2 and 9. Potluck luncheons 
are noon Jan. 20 and Feb. 17 at the Orange 
Beach Presbyterian Church on Canal Road in 
Orange Beach, Ala. On selected Mondays (dates 
to be decided) we meet at 5 p.m. at O'Charleyís 
Restaurant in Foley for “Eat & Talk”. Contact 
person year round: Rich Smith: 908-420-8806 or 
bettyrich@rcn.com

SENIOR SNOWBIRDS: A casual weekly potluck 
gathering of Snowbirds resumes on Thursdays 
starting Jan. 7 and running through March. 
Participants are asked to bring a dish to feed 
10 and the cost is 50 cents. Table service and 
drinks are provided. Weekly at 12:30 at the Adult 
Activity Center, 260 Clubhouse Dr., Gulf Shores, 
Ala. Table service and drinks provided. Details: 
Michael O’Rourke 251-981-6060

WISCONSIN: The Wisconsin Sno-bird Club 2016 
meeting venue is the Orange Beach Event Center 
(OBEC) just west of the Wharf (4671 Wharf 
Pkwy, Orange Beach, AL ). The meeting dates 
are the first and third Wednesdays (Jan. 6 , 20, 
Feb. 3). February 17 meeting is on a Thursday, 
please note. Coffee and donuts at 8:30 a.m. 
with the meeting beginning at 9 am.  Be sure 
to wear your name tag and bring any of the 
following that you have collected:  Boxtops for 
education, Campbell's soup labels, Nestle water 
bottle labels, pop tops from aluminum cans, 
empty printer cartridges, motel-size toiletries 
and manufacturer coupons for our military 
overseas. Various items are raffled off during the 
meetings. The social committees all have booths 
available with info on golf outings, local as well 
as distant trips, fundraisers, lunches etc. A full 
meeting and activity schedule is available at the 
club's website at https://sites.google.com/site/
wisconsinsnowbirdclub/ or Kenn Krouse, 
251 967 2463.
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TUESDAY & THURSDAY
Bingo Night, American Legion Post 
#382, 1850 Luneta St, Navarre, Fla., 6 
p.m., 850-936-5888
ACBL Duplicate Bridge, Lyndell 
Center, 423 Lyndell Lane, Panama 
City Beach, Fla. Duplicate bridge 
sanctioned by the ACBL. All ages 
welcome! Net proceeds benefit the 
charities supported by the Women’s 
Civic Club of PCB. 9:30 a.m. $5 Detals: 
850-628-9226
Historic Pensacola Trolley Tour, 
Pensacola Visitor Center, 1401 E 
Gregory St., Pensacola, Fla. Enjoy a 
50-minute narrated tour of the historic 
area of Downtown Pensacola, the 
“City of Five Flags.” You will hear 
about the first settlement of 1559 
followed by permanent colonization in 
1698. 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 850-941-2876 or http://
beachbumtrolley.com.

TUESDAY, FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY
The Classics With Wayne & Joey, 
the popular duo will perform 50s, 60s 
and 70s dance music of all genres 
at various locations during January 
and February in the Panama City 
Beach, Fla., area including: Tuesdays - 
Applebees; Fridays – Runaway Island 
and Saturdays, Sharkeys. All shows 
are 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS
Seniors Softball, Oakland Terrace 
Park, 1900 W.11th Street, Panama City, 
Fla. 55+ non-competitive and lots of 
FUN! Just bring your glove and join in. 
1 p.m. 850-238-0549
Bingo Night, American Legion 
Post #240, 8666 Gulf Beach Hwy, 
Pensacola, Fla., 6-8:30. 850-455-6111.
Boardwalk Talks, Estuarium, Dauphin 
Island Sea Lab Estuarium, 101 Bienville 
Blvd, Dauphin Island, Ala. First and 
third Wednesdays, 11:15 a.m. The 
Northern Gulf Institute presents a 
series of informal conversations about 
all things scientific in the Gulf of 
Mexico region. FREE. www.disl.org/
estuarium or 251-861-2141 
Bellingrath Gardens and Homes 
Workshops Specialized workshops 
when the weather gets chilly in winter 
months. Each workshop covers a 
special feature of the Gardens or 
Home, tips for making your garden 
more spectacular or guest lectures 
and workshops from renowned 
members of the horticultural and 
gardening world. Reservations can 
be made by calling 251.973.2217 or 
http://bellingrath.org/experiences/
events/winter-wednesdays. 

THURSDAYS
Arts in Medicine “Restorative 
Yoga” Series, Apalachicola Center 
for History, Culture and Art, 86 Water 
Street. "Restorative Yoga" is a relaxing 
style of yoga where the postures are 
mostly reclined on a mat that is on 

the floor, or sitting up on the floor. 
The intention of this style of yoga is 
for relaxing & stress-reduction, focus 
on breath, meditation, concentration, 
being present and letting go. 855-272-
5224 or www.historicapalachicola.com

SUNDAYS
Snowbird Sunday Concert Series 
at The Market Shops, 9375 Emerald 
Coast Pkwy., Miramar Beach, Fla. 1 
p.m.- 3 p.m. on The Market Shops 
lawn. Attendees are encouraged to 
bring their own chairs and blankets. In 
the event of rainy weather, the concert 
will be relocated a covered patio on 
the property. 850-837-3077
Harborwalk Village Winter 
Concert Series, 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Free 
Foot of the Destin Bridge. 850-424-
0600 or www.HarborWalkDestin.com.
Americana Cafe Sundays, Roberts 
Hall, 831 Florida Avenue, Lynn Haven, 
Fla. The best touring Americana 
Musicians in the country perform 
weekly at the Legendary Roberts Hall 
in Lynn Haven, Fla. Concerts start at 
4 p.m. and are preceded by an open 
mic at 3 p.m. This premier listening 
room features the best acoustic/lyric 
based music in this area. Admission: 
$5 850-722-4915, 850-774-3561 or 
Luckymudmusic.com

thru 1/10
Holiday SPECTRA, The Wharf 4830 
Main Street Orange Beach, Ala. Enjoy 
a special edition of the sound & light 
spectacular down Main Street every 
night, 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. FREE

thru 1/17
Chocolate! The Exhibition at the Gulf 
Coast Exploreum Science Center, 65 
Government St. Mobile, Ala., appeals to 
all ages. The exhibit features the real story 
of chocolate beginning with the discovery 
of the cacao bean in the rainforests 1,500 
years ago. The Mayans created a spicy 
drink and the Aztec civilization actually 
used the beans as currency. The exhibit 
was developed by The Field Museum 
in Chicago. It includes pre-Columbian 
ceramics and other decorative objects, 
European silver and porcelain servers, 
as well as examples of nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century advertising and 
packaging, vintage chocolate molds, and 
detailed botanical replications. 1-251-208-
6893 or www.exploreum.com.

thru 1/31
Baytowne On Ice, Apex Skating Pavillion 
(located with the SanDestin Resort 
Complex), 9300 Emerald Coast Parkway 
West Miramar Beach, Fla. The ice skating 
rink at The Village of Baytowne Wharf is the 
perfect opportunity to get into the winter 
spirit. A local holiday favorite. 850-714-7614 
or www.baytownewharf.com.

thru 2/27
Collection in Context: “Women 
Creating,” Pensacola Museum of Art, 407 
S. Jefferson St. Pensacola, Fla., 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. This exhibition 
presents the diversity and growing 
strength of the Pensacola Museum of Arts 
Permanent Collection. Highlighting female 
Modern and Postmodern artists through 
a variety of media including photography, 
oil on canvas and etchings. Engaging 
public programs including a gallery talk, 
panel discussion and film accompany 
this exhibition. 850-432-6247 or www.
pensacolamuseum.org/

1/1
New Year’s Las Vegas Scramble Golf 
Tournament, Gator Lakes Golf Course, 
403 Walkup Way, Hurlburt Field, Fla.  $15 
Registration fee,8 am Shotgun Start, prizes 
and lunch included.  4-person team, each 
person assigned a number 1 through 4. 
Team rolls dice on each tee box; if 1-4 
comes up, the person assigned drives. If 5 
or 6 is rolled, all players drive.  After drive 
nomal scramble rules apply. 8 a.m. www.
gatorlakes.com
5th Annual Slip & Slide Polar Bear Dip, 
101 Gulf Shores Pkwy, Gulf Shores, Ala. Slip 
and slide your way into the Gulf of Mexico 
for a non- traditional Polar Bear Dip at Gulf 
Shores Public Beach. Free. Local Kiwanians, 
The Hangout and City of Gulf Shores, will 
set up a 33 ft. two lane slip and slide. FREE. 
11 a.m. www.gulfshoreskiwanis.org/
Bart Rockett Magic Show, 8 p.m. 
Harborwalk Village at Emerald Grande, 34 
Harbor Blvd., Destin, Fl. World Class Magic, 
Illusions, Ventriloquism & Comedy all in an 
intimate, custom designed, state-of-the-art 
theater. Discounted tickets available online 
at: www.destinmagic.com. 

Polar Bear Dip, Flora Bama Lounge, 17401 
Perdido Key Dr., Pensacola, Fla. Ring in the 
New Year by taking a dip into the Gulf of 
Mexico at high noon. Dippers and other 
participants dress up or simply show up for 
this special day. FREE, NOON. 850-492-0611

1/1,2,8,23,24,31
The Pensacola Ice Flyers, a Southern 
Professional Hockey League team, will have 
six home games in January, including two 
4:15 p.m. Sunday games. All other games 
begin at 7:05. Games are played at the 
Pensacola Bay Center, 201 E. Gregory St, 
Pensacola, Fla. Game tickets start at $10.  
850-466-3111 or www.pensacolaiceflyers.com.

1/2
Sand Dollar Saturday and Local 
Marketplace, Sand Dollar Plaza. 1900 
Hwy 87, Navarre Fla. Just 1/4 mile north of 
Hwy 98. Monthly celebration and outdoor 
marketplace.  sanddollarsaturday@gmail.com

1/7
Seat Weaving Workshop, Heritage 
Museum of Northwest Florida, 115 
Westview Avenue Valparaiso, Fla. Learn 
how to replace chair seats. Weaving styles 
include the classical cane open weave, 
closed weave of fiber rush common on 
ladder-back chairs and herringbone pattern 
using flat or oval reed. 850-678-2615 or 
http://heritage-museum.org.

Perdido Key Chamber SNOWBIRD 
ROOST, New Location for 2016. The very 
beautiful Catholic Church of the Holy 
Spirit located at 10650 Gulf Beach Hwy, 
Pensacola. Vendors answer questions and 
pass out free gifts. Catered Lunch provided. 
Tickets are only $5 and sold in advance only! 
Doors open at 11 a.m., lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. 850-492-4660.
A.B.C. Beverage Class ~ Props Brewing, 
Atlas Oyster House, 600 South Barracks St., 
Pensacola, Fla. Props is a new brewery out 
of Fort Walton. Nate Vannatter, will be here 
as guest speaker. $20. 6 p.m. 850-516-2324

1/8,22
Winter Resident Appreciation Days, 
Lyndell Center, 423 Lyndell Lane, Panama 
City Beach, Fla. Winter residents treated to 
comp. coffee, donuts and giveaways. 8 a.m. 

1/9
Sonora Masonic Lodge Chicken 
Fundraiser, Sonora Masonic Lodge, 202 E. 
Jackson Street in Summerdale, Ala. Adult 
$8.50 / Child $5.00. Delivery available on 
multiple orders. Dinners include chicken, 
mashed potatoes w/gravy, cole slaw, green 
beans and comp. tea and dessert for 
dine-in guests. Proceeds used for lodge 
expenditures. More info: Dean Mott at 251-
423-7604 or www.Sonora635.com.
Dixie Theatre presents Tallahassee 
Swing Band, 21 Avenue E, Apalachicola, 
Fla. The Tallahassee Swing Band is North 
Florida’s favorite dance and wedding band! 
The band began in the 1970s with the sole 
purpose of keeping alive the music of the 
big band era. 5 p.m. www.dixietheatre.com/ 
or 850-653-3200

1/28 ONE LAST TIME! Pensacola Bay Center, 201 E. Gregory St. Pensacola, Fl. Yes, really. The legendary singer/
songwriter, Barry Manilow, will relaunch his multiple-city tour beginning in Pensacola. The ultimate showman is known 
for hits such as “Mandy”, Copacabana and more. Legendary jazz musician Dave Koz will open the show which starts at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets start at $31. Details: http://www.pensacolabaycenter.com/

January
Events 
C A L E N D A R
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1/9,23
Americana Music at Camp Helen State 
Park Lodge, 23937 Panama City Beach 
Parkway, Panama City Beach, Fla. 3rd Annual 
Americana Music at the Lodge Concert Series 
featuring the best American Roots musicians. 
Sponsored by Florida’s Department of 
Environmental Protection and the Friends of 
Camp Helen State Park. Admission: Donation. 
(850)233-5059

1/12,26 & 2/2
Winter Civil War Tours, 110 Hwy 180 Gulf 
Shores, Ala. Fort Morgan will being hosting 
Civil War Tours this Winter. Visitors will be led 
on a tour of the fort by a uniformed historical 
interpreter. Artillery firing will happen during 
the tours. 1:30 p.m. 251-540-5257 or www.
fort-morgan.org. 

1/13
Homecoming Dance and Social, Boardwalk 
Beach Resort Condo, 9450 S. Thomas Dr., 
Panama City Beach, Fla. Reconnect with 
your Panama City Beach family at the annual 
Homecoming Dance and Social. 4-9 p.m. 
850-234-3484

1/14-16 & 1/21-24
Things My Mother Taught Me, 2022 West 
2nd St., Gulf Shores, Ala. Olivia and Gabe are 
moving into their first apt together.  They've 
packed and driven across the country, to 
start a new life together in Chicago. Can a 
two bedroom apartment contain all of the love, 
laughs, worry and wisdom? 7:30 p.m. 251-968-
6721 or www.sbct.biz

1/15
ResortQuest presents the Winter Guest 
Fest, Emerald Coast Convention Center, 
1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy, Fort Walton Beach, 
Fla. The area’s largest visitor tradeshow, 
catering to our Winter Visitors, or Snowbirds. 
Featuring food, fun and freebies!  $1 
admission. Rachelle Graves at 850-244-8191

1/15-16
Apalachicola Oyster Cook-Off, Riverfront 
Park Apalachicola, Fla. Silent auction, oysters 
galore, shrimp, smoked mullet, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, local beer, live music, kidsí 
activities, dancing performances and a 5K 
run! Best recipe contest Oyster Cook-off.
www.oystercookoff.com

1/15-17
30A Songwriters Festival, Held in venues 
along Scenic Highway 30A in Florida’s 
South Walton County, will feature headline 
performances from esteemed artists Jackson 
Browne, Grace Potter, Shovels & Rope and 
Wine, Women & Song featuring Matraca 
Berg, Suzy Bogguss & Gretchen Peters.  
www.30asongwritersfestival.com/

1/15,30
Customer Appreciation Days, Perdido Bay 
Golf Club, 1 Doug Ford Dr, Pensacola Fla., 
Golf and Grill, All Day. $45 Includes Golf, 
Cart, Range, Tax and Lunch. 850.492.1223

1/16
Dixie Theatre presents Pas de Vie 
Ballet, 21 Avenue E, Apalachicola, Fla. www.
dixietheatre.com/

PC POPS Orchestra “Hey Hey Holy Holy” 
at the Marina Civic Center, 8 Harrison Ave 
Panama City Fla. 7:30 p.m.   850.763.4696 or 
www.marinaciviccenter.com.
Beach Boogie Dance & Silent Auction, 
Lyndell Center, 423 Lyndell Lane, Panama City 
Beach, Fla., 6 p.m. $15 850-233-5065

1/18
42nd Street, The Musical at the Marina 
Civic Center, 8 Harrison Ave Panama City 
Fla. 7:30 p.m.   850.763.4696 or www.
marinaciviccenter.com.

1/18-19
2016 Entertainment Series presents: 
“Beginnings,” Erie Meyer Civic Center, 1930 
W. 2nd St.Gulf Shores, Ala. Paying tribute to 
American Band Chicago’s song book which 
spans more than 40 years and includes five 
number one albums and 20 top ten hits. (251) 
968-1174 or www.gulfshoresal.gov

1/19-1/24
PCA Finals - The Professional Cowboy 
Association announce the return of the PCA 
Finals to Biloxi’s Mississippi Coast Coliseum, 
Mississippi Coast Coliseum & Convention 
Center, 2350 Beach Boulevard. Biloxi, Miss. 
The 2016 event will feature two free concerts 
from “Cowboys & Country Music.” Fans can 
add a “Dirt Pass” that grants access to the 
floor in front of the stage during the concert 
for an additional $10. On Jan. 21 American 
country music singer/songwriter Jon Pardi. 
T.J. & John, the Brothers Osborne perform. 
Then Jan. 23 country music’s hottest duos, 
Dan + Shay perform. The PCA Rodeo Finals 
will also feature 40,000 square feet of exhibit 
space showcasing over 100 cowboy and 
rodeo exhibitors. (228) 594-3700 or www.
mscoastcoliseum.com.

1/20
Snowbird Beach Bash, Pensacola Beach 
Community Church, 920 Panferio Drive, 
Pensacola Beach, Fla., 9 - 10:30 a.m. Bash 
followed by a beach trolley tour. 850-932-
1500 or www.visitpensacolabeach.com/

1/21
1st annual Distinguished Lecture Series 
presents “Personalized Cancer Care”, 
Gulf Shores Cultural Arts Center, 19470 Oak 
Rd W.Gulf Shores, Ala. Dr. Michael Finan, 
Director, Mitchell Cancer Institute, The 
University of South Alabama will speak on 
“Personalized Cancer Care”. FREE. 251-968-
9860 or www.southalabama.edu/gulfcoast

1/22-24
Emerald Coast Boat Show, Emerald Coast 
Convention Center & Brooks Bridge Marina, 
1120 Miracle Strip Pkwy SE Fort Walton 
Beach, Fla. Boat show consisting of boats 
both on land and in the water. Free admission 
and free parking. 941-780-0538 or www.
emeraldcoastboatshow.com

1/23
Dixie Theatre presents Bob Milne: 
Ragtime Piano, 21 Avenue E, Apalachicola, 
Fla. www.dixietheatre.com/
Navarre Health & Business Expo, Navarre 
Conference Center. 9 a.m. 850-939-3267

1/24
AIDA, Verdi’s Opera at the Marina 
Civic Center, 8 Harrison Ave Panama 
City Fla. 4 p.m.   850.763.4696 or www.
marinaciviccenter.com.

1/25-26
2016 Entertainment Series presents: 
“Live from Nashville”, Erie Meyer Civic 
Center, 1930 W. 2nd St., Gulf Shores, Ala. 
Twelve musicians, singers, and dancers 
showcasing fancy footwork, phenomenal 
fiddling, and top-flight vocals designed 
to celebrate a century of celebrities and 
treasured songs from Music City. (251) 968-
1174 or www.gulfshoresal.gov.

1/26
Snowbird Fly-In, National Naval Aviation 
Museum, 1750 Radford Blvd., NAS Pensacola, 
Fla., 9 a.m. Winter visitors are invited to enjoy 
special offers on Museum attractions and 
receive information from local organizations. 
850-452-3604 or www.navalaviationmuseum.org/

1/29
Trivia Night, Pensacola Beach Community 
Church, 916 Panferio Drive, Pensacola Beach, 
6 p.m. Join a table of 8 for fun and mind-
provoking trivia questions. 850-932-6628.

1/30
2015 Reese’s Senior Bowl, Mobile 
Ladd-Peebles Stadium, 1621 Virginia St., 
Mobile, Ala., college football’s premier 
senior showcase event, annually featuring 
the nation’s best senior collegiate football 
stars and top NFL draft prospects on teams 
coached by NFL coaching staffs. Admission 
Charged. 888-736-2695 or www.seniorbowl.com
Man in the Sea Museum Oyster Bash, 
Dive Lab, 1415 Moylan Road, Panama City 
Beach, Fla. Come out and enjoy all you can 
eat raw and steamed oysters, hamburgers, 
and hot dogs for only $25! There will be live 
music, dive demonstrations, tours and more. 
1-8 p.m. www.maninthesea.org or 850-235-
4101
Dixie Theatre presents Tribute to Patsy 
Cline: Margo Anderson, 21 Avenue E, 
Apalachicola, Fla. www.dixietheatre.com/

1/31
Big Beach Marathon, 101 E Beach Blvd, 
Gulf Shores, Ala. Boasting a flat and fast 
Boston Qualifier course, the marathon reveals 
beautiful scenery as it runs through the paved 
trail system of Gulf State Park before finishing 
the last 3 miles on Beach Blvd with great 
views of the Gulf of Mexico. 336-215-0564

2/1-2
2016 Entertainment Series presents: 
“Dukes of Dixieland,” Erie Meyer Civic 
Center, 1930 W. 2nd St.Gulf Shores, Ala. 
Unlike their Dixieland name, this group plays 
New Orleans jazz music, from Dr. John and 
Fats Domino, to Huey Smith and Louis Prima, 
not to mention many of their own original 
songs. 251-968-1174 or www.gulfshoresal.gov/
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Mardi Gras Parades 
and Events
1/8 Pensacola’s 12th 
Night - Mardi Gras Kick 
Off, 1401 East Gregory St, 
Downtown Pensacola, FL. 
Come join us and Celebrate the 2016 Mardi Gras 
Season along with the Krewes; their King and 
Queens for the upcoming season, King Cake*, 
and the town crier. Details: 850-436-7638 or 
http://www.pensacolamardigras.com.

1/9 Krewe De La Dauphine Mardi Gras 
Parade, Bienville Blvd, Dauphin Island, AL. The 
floats are glowing spectacles manned by masked 

riders festooned in satin and sequins, and armed 
with crowd-pleasing “throws” such as beads, 
moon pies, doubloons and candy. 1 p.m.  Details: 
http://themobilemask.com/

1/10 Krewe of Seville Ball
Dance the night away to the tunes of Trunk 
Monkey The Krewe of Seville is your host for this 
formal affair that is anything but stuffy. Reserved 
tables are available for you and your pals.
 Details: kreweofseville.org or wmduncan1@
hotmail.com.

1/16
Pirates Of Lost Treasure Royalty Ball, Crowne 
Plaza Pensacola Grand Hotel, 200 East Gregory 

St., Pensacola, FL 6 p.m. $50 single ticket/$85 
couples ticket Details: 850-221-0737

Island Mystics Mardi Gras Parade, Bienville 
Blvd, Dauphin Island, AL. Masked riders 
festooned in satin and sequins, and armed with 
crowd-pleasing “throws” such as beads, moon 
pies, doubloons and candy.
13th Mardi Gras Parade on Okaloosa Island, 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL. A wonderful, family-friendly 
Mardi Gras Parade on beautiful Okaloosa Island.  
Come prepared to catch the beads and other 
throws tossed from the brilliantly decorated 
floats. Details: Rachelle Graves, 850-244-8191.

1/23
Krewe of Nauga Champagne Breakfast and 
Native Noontime Ball, The Dock, #4 Casino 
Beach Blvd, Pensacola Beach, FL Details: Queen 
Nauga I, Danah Gibson: 850-384-6596
Krewe of St. Patrick Ball, Shamrock-N-Roll Ball, 
American Legion Post 33, 1401 W Intendencia 
St, Pensacola, FL  7 p.m. Details: www.
KreweofStPatrick.com
Pharaohs Mystic Society Mardi Gras Parade, 
Downtown, Mobile, 6:30 p.m. The Pharaohs is 
an interesting bunch. Small parade, but they are 
always different - and very Egyptian.
Conde Explorers Mardi Gras Parade, Mobile, 
Route A, Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 6:30 p.m. “

1/28 Order of the Polka Dots Mardi Gras 
Parade, Route A, Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 
6:30 p.m.. The Order of Polka Dots was founded 
by 20 women in May 1949 and in 1950 was the 
first ladies’ organization to parade in Mobile. Still 
a robust and active group, they were a trailblazer 
for a number of ladies’ organizations.

1/29
Order of the Inca Mardi Gras Parade, Route 
A, Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 6:30 p.m.. The 
Incas formed in 1956 and held their first ball 
in 1957, but they did not parade until 1975. 
Nowadays, it’s hard to imagine Mobile Mardi 
Gras without the group’s floats of ancient Incan 
temples or its distinctive emblem beads and 
doubloons. It’s said that the Incas were the first 
to bring the throw cup to Mobile Mardi Gras 
during the 1983 parade. Now cups are a staple 
among beads and Moon Pies.
Apollo’s Mystic Ladies Mardi Gras Parade, 
On the streets in Olde Town Daphne, AL. 6:45.  
Founded in 2000 as a Daphne Mardi Gras group 
for ladies. According to the organization’s web 
site, “The first meeting was held at Manci’s in 
July of that same year. The mission was to bring 
friendship, fellowship, and revelry to the city of 
Daphne in the true Mardi Gras spirit.”

1/30
Krewe of St. Andrews Mardi Gras Parade, 
Fountain and 11th St., Panama City, FL. 2 p.m. 
Details: http://standrewsmardigras.com/main-
parade.
Mobile Mystics Mardi Gras Parade, Route A, 
Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 2 p.m. The Mobile 
Mystics is the largest group to parade during the 
daytime outside of Fat Tuesday. On the parade 
route, the Mystics have earned the reputation of 
being heavy throwers. Anyone who walks away 

from one of their parades without a bagload of 
goodies just isn’t trying.
Krewe of Wrecks Grand Costume Ball, 
Pensacola Beach Elk’s Lodge, Pensacola Beach 
Blvd, Pensacola Beach. Some masquerade in 
costumes and some in formal wear to herald 
Pensacola Beach’s original krewe at their 
Grand Costume Ball. Details: Melanie Waite at 
melanie@waite.cc
Mobile Mystical Revelers Mardi Gras Parade, 
Route A, Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 2 p.m. One 
of Mobile’s newest parading groups is also its 
most stripped-down. Two members of a much 
larger, more established mystic society decided 
they would start a group that existed solely to 
ride in a parade.
Maids of Mirth Mardi Gras Parade, Route A, 
Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 6:30 p.m.. One of 
Mobile’s first two women’s parading groups, the 
Maids of Mirth, first paraded in 1950, just days 
after the Order of Polka Dots broke the gender 
barrier.
Order of Butterfly Maidens Mardi Gras 
Parade, Route A, Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 
6:30 p.m..  Formed in 2000 by a small group of 
ladies who had been members of other parading 
groups, the idea was to form a parading 
organization that would stay fairly small, so all 
of the members would truly get to know one 
another.
Krewe of Marry Mates Mardi Gras Parade, 
Route A, Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 6:30 p.m.. 
In 1993, the Krewe of Marry Mates changed the 
face of Mardi Gras, creating a society specifically 
for married couples. To this day, the Marry Mates 
remain the only group specifically for married 
couples to ride on the floats together.
Knights of Ecor Rouge Mardi Gras Parade, 
Downtown Fairhope, Fairhope, AL, 6:45 p.m. A 
brainstorm of several Eastern Shore friends while 
they were on “a spirited sailing vacation in the 
Grenadine Islands in December 1983.” “Ecor 
Rouge” is French for “Red Cliff” and is a specific 
reference to a triangular shaped bluff between 
Daphne and Fly Creek in Montrose.
Krewe of Daisy Dukes Thrillbilly Ball, 
Pensacola Beach Boardwalk, 400 Quietwater 
Beach Rd. Pensacola Beach, FL Come join the 
Daisy Dukes for a knee slappin’ good time! Entry 
cost includes food, drinks & entertainment! 
8:00 p.m Details: 940-477-3508 or http://www.
kreweofdaisydukespensacola.com.
Navarre Beach 30th annual Mardi Gras 
Parade, Gulf Blvd, Navarre, FL  1 p.m., (Bridge 
closes at NOON). Last year over 35,000 people 
came and celebrated with us! We strongly 
recommend coming early, and bring chairs, 
water, snacks, and everything you need to make 
it a fun day.

1/31
Neptune’s Daughters Mardi Gras Parade, 
Route A, Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL. 6:30 p.m.. 
Neptune’s Daughters has grown from a charter 
membership of 21 to more than 300 members in 
less than two decades. The group’s emblem is a 
mermaid, and its logo depicts Neptune flanked 
by two mermaids. The Neptune’s Daughters 
colors are teal, white, and green.

Laissez Les Bon Temps Roulez!
“Let the Good Times Roll!”

1/23 Mall Ball 2016 - This annual 
party is held by the Krewe of Les 
Petits Enfants (the Order of the Small 
Children) to benefit the sick and 
injured children and infants at The 
Children’s Hospital at Sacred Heart in 
Pensacola.

     Cordova Mall transforms into a 
glittering party hall featuring six 
live bands, tasty treats from area 
restaurants, a New Orleans-inspired 
French Market and a fantastic 
silent auction. There will be live 

entertainment by six bands on three stages throughout Cordova Mall. More than 25 restaurants will 
provide food. Tickets are $60 general admission. Details: 850-416-7415 or www.sacred-heart/mallball

MARDI GRAS 2016.  Most parade routes detailed at http://themobilemask.com/Parade_Schedule.html.  
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ITSY-BITSY.

Robotic-assisted surgery allows many 

procedures to be performed through a 

single, tiny incision hidden in your belly 

button. It can mean less pain and, for many 

patients, less time away from family, friends 

and life. It also allows surgeons to work  

with exceptional precision. Single-incision, 

robotic-assisted surgery is available right 

here at Santa Rosa Medical Center. And our 

surgeons are the first in Santa Rosa County 

to perform gallbladder, hysterectomy and 

urogynecological procedures using this 

remarkable technique. To learn more, visit 

SantaRosaRobotics.com or call 626-7762.

SINGLE INCISION. TINY SCAR. 
BIG SIGH OF RELIEF.

6002 Berryhill Road  • Milton, FL

Michael Coyle, D.O.
Female Pelvic Medicine &
Reconstructive Surgery

Pam Schurman, D.O.*
General Surgery

Member of the Medical Staff of Santa Rosa Medical Center. *Independent member of the Medical Staff of Santa Rosa Medical Center. 
Patient results may vary. Before you decide on surgery, discuss treatment options with your doctor. Understanding the risks and benefits  

of each treatment can help you make the best decision for your individual situation.

87207_SANT_SngleIncision_5_1x11_5c.indd   1 10/9/15   12:15 PM

 Snowbirds have formed their own fundraisers or joined with various organizations to help support 
causes and organizations in their winter communities.
Here are some highlights:

FLORIDA
Northwest Florida State College’s Soundstation’s Showchoir will stage the annual Snowbirds 
Concert Feb. 7 at Mattie Kelly Arts Center in Niceville, Fla. Tickets will be on sale Jan. 4. The talented 
college students perform a variety of song and dance numbers. Tickets are $10 and revenue is 
donated to the college scholarship fund. Details: www.mattiekellyartscenter.org/ or 850-729-6000
Fort Walton Beach  Club Crafters: A crafting group meets at 9 a.m. on Mondays during the 
Snowbird season at the Islander Condominiums on Okaloosa Island, Fla., and items are donated to 
area hospitals.
Details: 850-218-9241  www.fwbsbc.com
Perdido Key: The Rotary Club is sponsoring a Trivia Night immediately following the Feb. 4 
Snowbird Roost from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Registration begins at 1 p.m. at the Holy Spirit Catholic Church.  
The cost is $15 per player or eight-member teams can register for $12.50 per person. Each player or 
team bring their own tailgate and there will be a silent auction and door prizes.  Details: 850-712-
0146; website: perdidokeyrotary.com
Walton County: The club donates two $1000 scholarships to the Walton County High School each 
year from a variety of fundraisers. Members also  donate to local churches and other charities.  www.
waltoncountysnowbirds.org.

ALABAMA
Missouri Trivia Night: Each year the Missouri Club has staged an annual “Trivia Night” – a popular 
fundraiser in the “Show Me State.”
 Known for its fun format, teams of eight decorate their own table “tailgate” and furnish their own 
food and drink.  Date for this year is Feb. 13 at the Orange Beach Event Center at The Wharf which 
can accommodate about 100 tables that are expected to sell out.
Doors open at 5 p.m. and Trivia begins at 6 p.m. Teams of eight are $120 per table. The event 
includes Snowbirds and community members alike. Proceeds are donated to Alabama Gulf Coast 
libraries and other local charities. Information: 314-609-0275 or www.mosnowbirds.org
Bratfest: The date for the annual Bratfest has been set for Feb. 6. Eleven 
Alabama-area state Snowbird clubs participate in the event staged at the Gulf 
Shores Adult Activity Center.  Club members begin cooking the brats early in 
the morning and serving at 10:30 a.m. The brats are served with all the fixings 
including homemade sauerkraut.  Proceeds are donated to area fire stations.
Eight-Pin Bowling Tournament:  Date has been set for Feb. 16. The event 
benefits the Baldwin County Heritage Museum. jokwus@gmail.com
The Baldwin Heritage Museum Golf Scramble: Feb. 25.  Details: 251-986-8375
Pancake Breakast:  A pancake breakfast for area fire stations is 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. Feb. 13 at the Erie 
Meyer Civic Center.
Low Country Boil: The date for the annual Low Country Boil is Feb. 19 at St. Andrews by the Sea. 
The event is a fundraiser for the Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo.

 Just how much fun can you have and still 
raise money for good causes in the region?

Plenty!
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Join us for our 2016 Snowbird Series of Cooking Classes with 
Rouses Chef Nino every Friday in January and February. 
New Gulf Coast recipes! New cooking techniques and tips!  
Shop with the Chef after class!

Look What’s Cooking at ROUSES!

Stay in Touch with Rouses   •   @RousesMarkets    •   facebook.com/rousesmarkets   •   #MyRouses

ROUSES
Gulf Shores Parkway (Hwy 59)

W Beach Blvd.
E Beach Blvd.

Shelby Lakes

Gulf of Mexico

Perdido Beach Blvd.

Orange Beach

Fort Morgan Road

To
 I-

10

135

180

ROUSES • 1545 Gulf Shores Parkway, Gulf Shores AL
(251) 948-4715 • STORE HOURS: 7am-10pm

Rouses Chef Nino

More affordability means more space. More time. 
You’ll need it to explore Gulf Islands National Seashore, 
stop #3 on Florida’s Playground Trail—take in all the 
sights this winter at  floridasplayground.com
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Jerry (“The Beave”) Mathers of “Leave It To Beaver” 
will be the featured keynote speaker at the 2016 Florida 
Chautauqua Assembly themed “A Journey into America.”  

The Florida Chautauqua Assembly is a 4-day family-friendly educational program, 
featuring famous/notable keynote speakers, educational breakout sessions, performance 
teas, evening dinner performances and exhibits relating to an annual theme.  

The event began in 1880 in historic DeFuniak Springs, Fla., as an offshoot of a similar 
event in New York. Participants were searching for a warmer climate away from the 
northeast’s harsh winters. The event venue is staged in historic buildings that ring the 
perfectly-round Lake DeFuniak.

Mathers will discuss how life has changed in America since his 
appearances on “Leave It To Beaver” in the late 1950s and early 
60s.

“Most young people today know ‘The Beave’ from watching 
re-runs on TV Land and ME TV, and I can hardly find anyone 
my age (51) or older who have never heard of the series,” said 
Christopher Mitchell, president and program chair of the Florida 
Chautauqua Association.  “So much has changed since the ‘Leave 

It To Beaver’ days, and Jerry is a perfect choice in outlining how those changes have 
impacted all of our lives in America.”

 The series “Leave It To Beaver” that Jerry entered the hearts and homes of America. 
An immediate success, the show gained national attention and ran for six seasons, 
totaling 234 episodes. When it celebrated its 50th anniversary on October 4, 2007, the 
show became the longest running scripted show in television history. Currently shown on 
TV Land and in countries throughout the world, “Leave it to Beaver” has made Jerry an 
American Icon.

Jerry continues to do commercial work for national and regional spots. Pet Condensed 
Milk was his first commercial in 1950. Additional advertisers have included Kellogg’s 
(he was the first non-athlete on a box of corn flakes), General Electric, Purina, Kern, 
Chevrolet, Toyota, Doritos, General Mills, AOL, Coca Cola, Jenny Craig, Jim Beam, 
Biogen, and Johnson and Johnson.

 

If you go
What:  Florida Chautauqua Assembly “A Journey Into American Life Since Leave It To Beaver”
When:  Jan. 28-31, 2016
Where:  DeFuniak Springs, Fla. 
History:  The historic Florida Chautauqua Assembly began in the 1880s and lasted until the early 

1920s and was an offshoot of the New York Chautauqua Assembly to provide a winter 
option away from the snowy northeast. It was revived by a local non-profit in 1996. 

Sessions:  A wide variety of topics and speakers will be presenting over the four-day event. There 
also is a Plein Air Paint Out and art show antique camping and RV show; Civil War camp; 
Florida Frontiersmen camp; Muscogee Indian Gathering and Encampment; Performance 
Teas; author meet and greets and more.

Headliner:  Jerry Mathers of “Leave It To Beaver”
Tickets:  A full passport to all session is $150 or you may buy individual session tickets.
Details:  (850) 892-7613 or www.floridachautauquaassembly.org

Jerry Mathers of 
“Leave It To Beaver” 
to Address 2016 
Florida Chautauqua 
Assembly 

Perdido

Tiger Point

Pace

Pensacola

Milestone

Panama City Beach

Destin

Niceville
Crestview

Miramar Beach

Port St. Joe

 
To find a physician near you, call 
850-416-1600 or visit  
www.sacredheartmedicalgroup.org

Fort Walton Beach
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Magnolia GrillMagnolia Grill

1910 Catalog 
House located at 
the foot of 
the Brooks St. 
Bridge in 
historic 
Downtown 
Fort Walton 
Beach
Snowbird 
Friendly!

“The Museum That Serves Food”

Lunch M-F 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dinner M-Sat. 5 p.m. Closed Sunday 
Reservations: 850-302-0266 

157 Brooks St. SE, Fort Walton Beach, Fl     magnoliagrillfwb.com

native 
cafe

Get 
Fresh

Go 
Native!

Breakfast and Lunch
Open Seven Days a Week 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Daily specials, catering.

Mention or clip this ad get 10 percent off!
 45A Via de Luna    Pensacola Beach  850-934-4848

fresh 
food!just say 10% off !

www.TheNativeCafe.com

Seafood Primer

Joe Patti’s
One of the most iconic landmarks along the Gulf Coast 

is Joe Patti’s Seafood located near downtown Pensacola.
The bustling waterfront market is busy year-round 

with locals and tourist alike.
Once inside, there is a dizzying array of fish, varieties 

of shrimp, specialty items and side dishes.
While the market will steam your food for free while 

you wait, what if you want to cook up a seafood meal 
at home? Which fish should you choose - snapper, 
grouper or maybe trigger fish? What’s the difference in them? 
Which variety of shrimp are best for scampi or to fry?

The answer to those questions and 
more can be found in the illustrated 
cookbook: “Joe Patti’s Seafood and 
Favorite Family Recipes.”

Learn about the history of the 
family and the business. The book 
is simply done, easy to read and 
costs just $5.95.

Joe Patti’s is located at 524 S. 
B St., Pensacola, Fla. 

Details: www.joepattis.com 
or 850-432-3315.
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By Louis Cooper
Northwest Florida’s public radio station 

is marking a milestone anniversary with a milestone event.
As guests of WUWF public media, the Capitol Steps will be performing at the Saenger Theatre in 

downtown Pensacola on Jan. 15, a special day for several reasons.
“It’s our 35th anniversary,” said Pat Crawford, executive director of WUWF. “Jan. 15 is not only 

the exact date we went on the air in 1981, it is also the 35th anniversary of The Capitol Steps.”
Born out of a group of Senate staffers planning a Christmas party, the Capitol Steps is a traveling 

company of performers who lampoon politicians and current events in music and song. They have 
recorded more than 30 albums and are featured twice annually on NPR in their “Politics Takes a 
Holiday” specials.

“We bring them to Pensacola every other year,” Crawford said. “Everyone loves the opportunity 
to make fun of politicians in a bipartisan manner in a neutral space. I am always pleased to see folks 
sitting side by side in the Saenger Theater who would be politically polarized in any other setting 
laughing together. The Capitol Steps make that happen.”

The Capital Steps performance is just the first event the station has planned to mark its 35th 
anniversary.

Crawford, who joined WUWF when it had been on the air just 18 months, has seen the station 
evolve over the years.

“From 1981 to 2010 our format was a mix of news, classical music and jazz,” he said. “In 2011, 
digital radio gave us the opportunity to split our frequency into three distinct program services.  

Now, the station offers three streams – including one available on standard radio (WUWF 88.1 
FM - HD1); a second devoted to classical music (WUWF 88.1 - HD2) and a third (WUWF 88.1 - HD3) 
that provides a reading service for the vision impaired.

“Funding sources have shifted dramatically over the 35 years,” Crawford added. “In 1982, federal 
grants and support from the university were our largest sources of funding. Now contributions from 
listeners and businesses are our largest source of funding.”

Currently, support from individuals and businesses make up 50 percent of WUWF’s funding. The 
university contributes 33 percent, the federal Center for Public Broadcasting contributes 10 percent 
and the state Department of Education makes up 7 percent.

Crawford believes Snowbirds are big supporters of WUWF.
“We don’t really know if a donor is a Snowbird unless they self-identify as such,” he said. “But 

we know that most are aware of public radio, do listen to us while they are here, and if we have a 
member drive they often do call in.”

One favorite WUWF program of many Snowbirds has been “RadioLive,” a monthly, two-hour 
show featuring music performed before a live audience.

“The show was broadcast live – since 2000 from the Museum of Commerce (in downtown 
Pensacola) – and always featured three musical acts, artists from all over the country who most likely 
would never have stopped in Pensacola,” Crawford said. “The audience loved it, and the Snowbirds 
came together in large groups. The artists really appreciated the audience’s enthusiasm.”

However, the show – which charged no admission – became the victim of tightening budgets.
“Despite its critical success, rising program costs for our national news programs precipitated 

necessary cuts to other programs and production of ‘RadioLive’ was stopped in August 2015. It 
ended once before for a year for the same reason and was saved by the generosity of the law firm of 
Clark, Partington, & Hart.”

Crawford said RadioLive could be revived again if a major sponsor is found.  Show costs run 
about $25,000. In the meantime, WUWF has two major outreach initiatives to move it into the future 
including a partnership to produce more long-form enterprise stories to examine issues affecting the 
community and an oral history cooperative to record the stories of diverse groups and make them 
available to the public.

WUWF 
celebrates 
35 years 
with Capitol 
Steps show

If you go:
What:  The Capitol Steps
Where:  Pensacola Saenger Theatre, 22 E. Intendencia St. 

Pensacola, Fla.
Tickets: $40 each. Purchase at www.wuwf.org/tickets 
 or 800-745-3000.
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DAY TRIPS: The Washington County 
and Jackson County Florida Tourist 
Development Councils will sponsor a pair of 
historical and nature bus day trips in January 
in conjunction with Tammy’s Journey. 

Both tours are $49 each and include 
transportation, breakfast, lunch and snacks.

The first tour Jan. 21 is a guided tour of 
Florida Caverns State Park and a guided 
talking tour of Marianna’s Historic Homes.

The tour makes stops at Falling Waters 
State Park to see the tallest waterfall in 
Florida, then heads to Washington County 
Historical Museum, followed by the tastiest 
tour for last at the Three Oaks Winery. 

Reservations are required: 850-243-3809 
or www.tammysjourneys.com.

GOOD TIME TOURS: Several day trips 
to New Orleans are scheduled in January 
and February – just in time for Mardi Gras. 
Dates include Jan. 31, Feb. 6 and Feb. 
7. The $50 roundtrip free includes bus 
transportation only.  Good Time Tours 
also is hosting an overnight trip to New 
Orleans Feb. 25-26, which includes a one-
night stay at the Drury Inn with breakfast 
included and tours of the New Orleans 
School of Cooking; World War II Museum; 

and Destrehan Plantation. Cost is $245 per 
person, double occupancy or $335 single. 
There are also daily casino trips available 
along with several overnight trips that visit 
various casinos. Pickup locations are in 
Alabama and Florida. Check the website at 
www.goodtimetours.com or 850-476-0046.

Orange Beach, Gulf Shores, Foley, Fairhope
Perdido Bay (Lillian), Spanish Fort 

Destin, Ft. Walton, Mary Esther, Perdido Key
Navarre, Gulf Breeze, Pensacola

George Dyer Show
FWB Civic Auditorium

FEB 5 2 & 7 PM

Military/ Senior: $18 | Reg.: $20 | VIP: $30
bransonshowcamp.com | 850-243-3809

Branson Show Camp 2016

107 Miracle Strip Pkwy SW
FWB, FL 32548

Bus Tours
Gulf  Coast
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SNOWBIRD SPECIAL
While you are wintering on the Gulf Coast, come

play at the Palace Casino Resort in Biloxi, MS. 

*Residents of Florida, Mississippi and Louisiana excluded. Present coupon
to Player Services with receipt for cash or credit card purchase of lunch or

dinner buffet. Power Play coupon must be redeemed on date of buffet
purchase.  No cash value. Players Club  membership required. Membership

is free. Offer cannot be  combined with any other offer or  promotion. 
Limit one coupon per month. Coupon valid for up to two guests.

Photocopies are not valid. Valid January 2 - 31, 2016. 

THE COAST’S ONLY SMOKE FREE CASINO
154 HOWARD AVE. • BILOXI, MS • 1-800-PALACE-9

WWW.PALACECASINORESORT.COM

$10
Purchase a Lunch or 

Dinner Buffet and receive

POWER
PLAY!

Take Exit 50, south to Ocean Springs, turn right US 90, cross the 
Biloxi Bay Bridge. Take first right to the Palace Casino Resort. CP20382

Palace Casino Resort is the only smoke free casino on the 
Gulf Coast! Play your favorite slot machines and table games,
enjoy amazing dining and have fun without being  bothered 

by the smoke. Why play anywhere else?

THE COAST’S ONLY
SMOKE FREE CASINO!
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1/8 Lewis Black, comedian, 
author and playright. Beau Rivage 
Resort &Casino, 875 Beach Blvd., 
Biloxi, Miss. Actor and musical 
performer. Details: 888-566-7469 or 
www.beaurivage.com

1/15 Earl Thomas Conley, Hard Rock Casino, 
8 p.m. Hard Rock Casino 777 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, Miss. 
Details: (877) 877-6256 or (228) 374-7625 or www.
hardrockbiloxi.com.

1/15 Englebert Humperdinck, classic 
crooner. IP Casino Resort & Spa, 850 Bayview Avenue, 
Biloxi , Miss.  Details: (888) 946-2847 or www.ipbiloxi.com.

1/15 Kool & The Gang, 
1970s and early 80s pop band. 
Beau Rivage Resort &Casino, 
875 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, Miss. 
Details: 888-566-7469 or www.
beaurivage.com.

1/16 The Asian Show,  Beau Rivage Resort 
&Casino, 875 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, Miss. Free Details: 888-
566-7469 or www.beaurivage.com.

1/23 An Evening With Todd Rundgren, IP 
Casino Resort & Spa, 850 Bayview Avenue, Biloxi , Miss.  
Details: (888) 946-2847 or www.ipbiloxi.com.

1/23 Irma Thomas, The “Soul Queen of New 
Orleans” performs. Hollywood Casino, 711 Hollywood 
Blvd., Bay St. Louis, Miss. Details: 800-229-2683 or www.
hollywoodgulfcoast.com.

1/26 The Fab Four – The Ultimate Tribute, 8 p.m. 
Hard Rock Casino 777 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, Miss. Details: 
(877) 877-6256 or (228) 374-7625 or www.hardrockbiloxi.com.

2/6 Willie Nelson,
IP Casino Resort & Spa, 850 Bayview Avenue, Biloxi , Miss.  
Details: (888) 946-2847 or www.ipbiloxi.com.

2/6 Pat Benatar 
& Neil Giraldo, 
Beau Rivage 
Resort &Casino, 
875 Beach Blvd., 
Biloxi, Miss. Free 
Details: 888-566-7469 or
 www.beaurivage.com

Casino 
  Fun

1/30 Vickie Lawrence & Mama 
Funny lady Vicki Lawrence reprises the role she became known for on the famed The 
Carol Burnett Show and later on her own show “Mama’s Family.”  As a singer she 
recorded “The Night the Lights Went Out in Georgia” that made #1 on the U.S. chart 
as well as in Canada. Tickets start at $25. IP Casino Resort & Spa, 850 Bayview Avenue, 
Biloxi , MS..  Details: (888) 946-2847 or www.ipbiloxi.com.

12/31 & 1/1– 2 The Music of Abba -  
Arriving from Sweden, Popular tribute band sings classic 
Abba tunes. IP Casino Resort & Spa, 850 Bayview Avenue, 
Biloxi , Miss.  Details: (888) 946-2847 or www.ipbiloxi.com.

1/8 Joe Nichols, chart-topping country artist with six 
No. 1 hits to his credit. IP Casino Resort & Spa, 850 Bayview 
Avenue, Biloxi , Miss.  Details: (888) 946-2847 or www.
ipbiloxi.com.
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www.visitjacksoncountyfla.com

850-482-8061

Explore in NW 
Florida

Historic houses, Museums, State Parks

Free Burger + Beer
per golfer with purchase of a foursome.

(850) 234-FORE
Mention this ad at time of booking. 
Restrictions Apply. Call for details.

Discount Golf Days 
Monday’s $45 includes Tax   
Tuesdays $40 includes tax

perdidobaygolf.com
Discounts on 6-Pack and 10-Pack Rounds
Visit the Legends Premium Wine Bar and Grille

www.visitwashingtoncountyfl.com

850-638-6013

 Most of the Snowbird clubs around the region need 
extra help coordinating activities and in leadership roles. 
Volunteering is a great way to get to know other Snowbirds 
and the community. Raise your hand!

The Friends of Bon Secour National Wildlife 
Refuge (FBSNWR): One of the most pressing needs 
at this time is to find volunteers to staff the Refuge office/
visitors center during the weekdays and Saturdays if we 
can get enough volunteers. The small contingent of refuge 
staff is often forced to close the office/visitors center to the 
public in order to address needs in the field. If interested, 
contact crisdonna@aol.com. 

MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS: The Heritage Museum of 
Northwest Florida is seeking shift volunteers who can 
work set hours each week helping to greet guests, answer 
phones and help with the Museum’s Gift Shop. Current 

openings are 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Fridays & Saturdays and 
1 p.m. – 4 p.m., Wednesdays & Saturdays. If you cannot 
commit to a weekly obligation, but want to volunteer, there 
are plenty more opportunities available. Call the Museum 
today or info@heritage-museum.org or 850-678-2615, 
Heritage Museum of Northwest Florida, 115 Westview 
Avenue, Valparaiso, Fla. www.heritage-museum.org

COMPUTER INSTRUCTION: The Destin Library is 
seeking volunteers to teach or assist with the upcoming 
Spring 2016 instructional computer program.
     Volunteers provide support to patrons during scheduled 
workshops and at times provide instruction.
     Typically volunteers have experience using various 
software programs, online applications and devices.
     For a complete list of proposed workshop topics and 
tentative workshop dates please contact Will Rogers at 
wrogers@cityofdestin.com or 850-837-8572.

BEACH ART GROUP: Beach Art Group needs your 
help. The number of opportunities we have for workshops, 
events, shows & sales of your art is limited by the need for 
helpful volunteers. Please contact me if you would like to 
help. If everyone can do a little we can accomplish a lot! 
850 541-3867 or email beachartgroup@att.net

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Volunteers are needed for 
a four-hour shift per week 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
or some configuration of the volunteers choosing would 
be very helpful, from as many as want to come. The store 
is open 5 days a week, Tuesday through Saturday, and is 
located on 110 County Road 393 just south of US Hwy 98 in 
Santa Rosa Beach, Fla. Bob Saucier 850-660-6004.

Are you looking for a way to give back and fill your spare time?
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Sacred Heart Medical Group offers two convenient ways 

to connect to a Primary Care Provider for your next 

appointment. Call (850) 416-2337 or go online to find a 

provider and set up an appointment. Fast Track will connect 

you to a provider, whether you are a new patient scheduling 

a first appointment, or a current patient returning to see 

your Primary Care Provider. Backed by the region’s most 

preferred Health System, and physician specialists,  Sacred 

Heart Medical Group makes it easy to find a provider 

available when it fits into your busy schedule.

 The artifacts discovered are evidence of the Spanish 
settlement by Tristán de Luna y Arellano from 1559 to 
1561, the earliest multi-year European colonial settlement 
ever archaeologically identified in the United States.

 In order to protect the neighborhood and the integrity of the site, the UWF 
archaeology program does not plan to disclose the exact location of the Luna settlement

 The work began on Oct. 2, 2015, when Pensacola native Tom Garner discovered 
Spanish colonial and Native American artifacts at a privately owned residential lot within 
view of the two uncovered shipwrecks in Pensacola Bay, which were also linked to the 
Luna expedition. In 1983, Garner attended a UWF archaeology field school led by Dr. 
Judith Bense, founder of the UWF archaeology program and current University president.

 After multiple visits and surface collections, Garner brought the artifacts to the 
UWF archaeology lab on Oct. 30, 2015. Dr. John Worth, associate professor of historical 
archaeology, is an archaeology and ethnohistory expert and focuses on the Spanish 
colonial era in the southeastern U.S.

 “What we saw in front of us in the lab that day was an amazing assemblage of mid-
16th century Spanish colonial period artifacts,” said Worth. “These items were very 
specific to this time period. The University conducted fieldwork at this site in the mid-
1980s, as have others since then, but no one had ever found diagnostics of the sort that 
Tom found on the surface. People have looked for this site for a long time.”

  UWF archaeologists recovered numerous sherds of broken 16th century Spanish 
ceramics found undisturbed beneath the ground surface. They are believed to be pieces 
of assorted cookware and tableware, including liquid storage containers called olive jars. 
Small personal and household items were also among the findings – a lead fishing line 
weight, a copper lacing aglet and wrought iron nail and spike fragments. Additionally, the 
team recovered beads known to have been traded with Native Americans. These items are 
consistent with materials previously identified in the shipwrecks offshore in Pensacola 
Bay.

 The artifacts were linked to the Spanish expedition led by Tristán de Luna y Arellano, 
who brought 1,500 soldiers, colonists, slaves and Aztec Indians in 11 ships from Veracruz, 
Mexico, to Pensacola to begin the Spanish colonization of the northern Gulf Coast in 1559. 
One month after they arrived, the colony was struck by a hurricane, sinking many of their 
ships and devastating their food supplies. After two years, the remnants of the colony 
were rescued by Spanish ships and returned to Mexico.

 The Luna settlement inhabited Pensacola from 1559 to 1561, which predates the 
Spanish settlement in St. Augustine, Florida, by six years, and the English settlement in 
Jamestown, Virginia, by 48 years.

“If the Luna expedition hadn’t been devastated by a massive hurricane and had 
instead achieved its original goal, the reasons and circumstances surrounding the 1565 
establishment of St. Augustine might never have happened,” explained Worth. “If Florida 
had grown as an extension of New Spain through Pensacola on the Gulf Coast to Santa 
Elena on the Atlantic, the history of the United States itself could have evolved quite 
differently.”

 The winter encampment of Hernando de Soto’s Spanish exploratory expedition to 
Tallahassee, Florida, from 1539 to 1540, is the only earlier European habitation site 
positively identified by archaeologists in the southeastern U.S. Two earlier Spanish 
colonial settlements have yet to be found – those of Juan Ponce de León near Fort Myers, 
Florida, in 1521 and of Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón near Brunswick, Georgia, in 1526. 
However, neither settlement lasted more than a few weeks.

 Luna 
Settlement
The site of the first multi-year 
European settlement in the U.S. 
was recently identified by the 
University of West Florida archaeology program. 



Give a warm Snowbird welcome! 
Marketplace
Snowbirds Gulf Coast saturates this market from the panhandle of Florida to the 

Alabama Gulf Coast! Reach out to Snowbirds visiting the Emerald Coast.
Call for information today! 850-291-1266

Holley Hill Pottery & Art Studio 

850-939-2744 or www.holleyhillpottery.com

Showroom open 
by appointment. 
Groups welcome.

State Rd. 87 and 
Buckeye Dr. 
Navarre, FL

FIRE SIGN 
JEWELRY

S N O W B I R D

Services at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday school 8:30 a.m.

Potluck Chili Cookoff
11 a.m. Jan. 24

Trivia Night 
6 p.m. Jan. 29

Fellowship Hall Available for rental

Looking to reach Snowbirds?
SMALL SPACE, BIG RESULTS
This space $175 per edition. DL: Jan. 10.

Email: advertising@snowbirdsgulfcoast.com 
or call 850-291-1266.

Booking now for Nov. 2016-April 2017!
2-Bedroom,$1300 including all utilities

Many amenities, heated pool
Call 205-960-5206

Palms of Destin Resort

Adventures Unlimited 
Alabama Lifestyles Expo 
All Clear Hearing
The Andrews Institute
Aqua Medical Spa
Baptist Health Care
Beau Rivage Casino & Resort
Bellingrath Gardens & Home 
Boardwalk Beach Resort
Boomtown Casino Biloxi
The Club at Hidden Creek Golf Club
Dauphin Island
Destin West 
Dixie Theatre
Ebro Grehound Park
Fire Sign Jewelry – Hampton Pensacola Bch 
Fort Walton Chamber Winter Guest Fest
Good Time Tours 
Gulf Coast Dermatologists Specialists
Gulf Coast Exploreum
GulfQuest Maritime Museum
Harborwalk Village
HCA – FWB Medical Center, Gulf Coast Regional 
Medica/Twin Cities Hospital
Hess Entertainment – Patti Labelle
Hidden Creek Golf 
Historic Pensacola
Hofbrau Beer Garden
Holley Hill Pottery

Hollywood Casino Gulf Coast
Hombre Golf
Jackson County TDC
Juana’s Pagodaa & Sailors Grill
Magnolia Grill
Native Café
Palace Casino Resort
Palms of Destin Private Owner
Pensacola Bay Center
Pensacola Beach Community Church 
Perdido Bay Golf 
Rouses Markets 
Royal American Hospitality
Sacred Heart Canada-Sunbelt International  
Sail Inn Restaurant
Santa Rosa County Tourism  
Santa Rosa Island Authority
Santa Rosa Medical Center 
Seaspray Condominiums
Sinfonia Gulf Coast
Southern Vacations
Staybridge Suites-Gulf Shores  
Sterling Resorts 
Tammy’s Journeys Travel
Visit Pensacola/Perdido Key/Pensacola Beach
Washington County TDC
White Wilson Medical Center 
Wind Creek Casino & Hotel 
Wyndham/ResortQuest

BIRDS
Gulf Coast

Snow

Advertise in our February 
edition! Deadline: Jan. 10
Email: advertising@
snowbirdsgulfcoast.com 
or 850-291-1266

BIRDS
Gulf Coast

Snow
Marking 10 Years in 2016!

We LOVE 
Snowbirds!

  We mark our 10th year 
to serve the Snowbird market 
in the Northern Gulf Coast in 2016

We couldn’t do it without support of the business community around the region. We 
thank the following partners for their support. We ask that you also support them too! 

One-of-a-Kind and 
Custom Pieces.

Natural gemstones 
and Swarovski 

crystals

Locations from Orange 
Beach to Pensacola Beach

850-723-0427 or find us on Facebook

National Naval Aviation Museum

“Snowbird Expo”- Jan. 26 at 9 a.m.
Winter visitors are invited to enjoy special 
offers on Museum attractions and receive 
information from local organizations. 

Glenn Miller Orchestra Concert
Feb. 4  at 7 p.m.
Hear the world-famous Glenn Miller 
Orchestra bring unique jazz and big band
sounds to the National Naval Aviation 
Museum.

Band of the West - Feb. 7 at 2 p.m.
The Concert Band is a 45-member 
ensemble that represents the men and
women of the United States Air Force.

For concert tickets visit 
www.navalaviationmuseum.org

Breakfast and Behind the Scenes
$8.00 per person
Experience a first-hand look at what 
goes on behind the scenes of the 
Museum. Doors open 8 a.m.  
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23

OPEN 9–5 DAILY ON NAVAL AIR STATION 
PENSACOLA • FREE MUSEUM ADMISSION

850-453-NAVY • 800-327-5002 • NavalAviationMuseum.org        
facebook.com/NavalAviationMuseum



DESTIN
(850) 269-6400

990 Airport Road

FORT WALTON BEACH
(850) 863-8100

1005 Mar Walt Drive

NAVARRE
(850) 396-0108

8990 Navarre Parkway

NICEVILLE
(850) 897-4400

2001 East Highway 20

Celebrating 70 Years
of Providing Quality Health Care



EAT FOR FREE. PLAY FOR FREE.
Take this AD to PLAYER SERVICES to redeem

for $10 in FREE Play (Code: ASC16$10FP)

and a $15 Weekly Food Credit (Code: ASC16$15FC).

Food Credit valid only one time per week Monday-Sunday, per REWARDS Card account. 

One time FREE Play, limit one per REWARDS Card account. Guests must present valid 

state issued ID outside the following issued states: AL, FL, GA, MS. Offer valid through 

March 31, 2016.

© 2016 Wind Creek Hospitality

FIND YOUR WINNING MOMENT.

303 Poarch Rd., Atmore, AL • WindCreekAtmore.com

Atmore

Mobile

Orange
BeachB
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we 
LOVE
our SNOWBIRDS!


