
           
  

 
March 10, 2022 
 
Doug Fisher, Secretary of Agriculture 
New Jersey Department of Agriculture 
PO Box 330 
Trenton NJ 08625 
 
Dear Secretary Fisher, 
 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation is writing to encourage the New Jersey Department of Agriculture 
(NJDA) to increase its support of organic and regenerative farmers on New Jersey farms. We understand that 
the NJDA has terminated the organic certification program, and instead plans to focus on organic education, 
marketing and development in order to support the growth of organic agriculture in the Garden State. 

We urge the NJDA to work closely with New Jersey’s organic and regenerative farmers to promote and support 
greater adoption of organic and regenerative agricultural practices across the state. Organic and regenerative 
agriculture increases the resiliency of farms to better handle challenging weather events caused by climate 
change, and improves soil health and carbon sequestration while also supporting the economic health of local 
communities. 

According to the Organic Trade Association’s 2021 Organic Industry Survey, U.S. organic sales rose by a 
record 12.4 percent to $61.9 billion in 2020. This marked the first time that total sales of organic food and non-
food products have surpassed the $60 billion mark, and reflected a growth rate more than twice the 2019 pace of 
5 percent. For more information visit https://ota.com/news/press-releases/21755. 

New Jersey could greatly benefit from a partnership such as the one developed in 2018 by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture and Rodale Institute, where the Institute provides free support to farmers that want to 
transition from conventional to certified organic production, a program that is paid for by the Department. 

Such a program would benefit New Jersey organic and regenerative farmers by providing additional technical 
assistance to transition to organic practices that reduce the need for expensive fertilizers and increase the health 
of our drinking water supply and pollinators. Funding to cover training for organic agricultural technicians, 
farmer outreach and educational opportunities, as well as business planning and marketing assistance, should be 
included as a dedicated line item in the annual state budget. 

A new study, titled “Ecosystem Service Valuation Approaches and Carbon Mitigation Considerations for 
Garden State Agriculture,” by researchers from Rutgers University-New Brunswick and the University of 
Maine, explores how New Jersey’s plants and soils can help to absorb and store carbon dioxide from 
greenhouse gas emissions. See https://njclimateresourcecenter.rutgers.edu/projects/ecosystem-service-
valuation-approaches-and-carbon-mitigation-considerations-for-garden-state-agriculture/ 
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As the NJDA works with the NJ Department of Environmental Protection to develop a Natural and Working 
Lands Strategy to help achieve the state’s climate goals, we urge you to consider this report, and the carbon 
benefits of promoting organic and regenerative agriculture. 

The Rutgers study supports customizing “programs and practices with consideration of the unique character and 
features of agriculture in New Jersey: dominance and variety of specialty crops, as opposed to large-scale 
commodity crops; small acreage of many farms; proportion of part-time farmers; high percentage of leased 
farmland; strong organic agriculture niche.” 

According to the Rutgers report: “New Jersey farms tend to be relatively small in acreage with much soil and 
crop diversity, which discourages a farmer from investing in new equipment needed to modify management 
practices due to uncertainty of its benefits or other impacts to the farm operation. This situation may be 
especially felt by organic producers, who often have the smallest operations and therefore greatest trepidation 
about purchasing an expensive piece of equipment. In these cases, a cost-share or rent-to-own option could be a 
possible solution. Several states in the Northeast offer grants, loans, and tax incentives to offset equipment 
purchases, examples include Maryland’s Low Interest Loans for Agricultural Conservation (LILAC), the 
Maryland Income Tax Subtraction Modification for Conservation Equipment, the New York Climate Resilient 
Farming Program, and the Pennsylvania REAP and Conservation Excellence Grant programs.” We urge the 
NJDA to create a similar program for farmers in the state. 

It is important that the NJDA work closely with the Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA-NJ), which 
has been a strong advocate for organic farming and food for over 35 years. We urge the Secretary of Agriculture 
and NJDA organic program staff to strengthen its partnership with NOFA-NJ and organic and regenerative 
farmers with regular meetings to discuss the needs and achievements of NJ farmers pursuing organic and 
regenerative practices and to share relevant information. We hope that the Board of Agriculture will help to 
foster this partnership. 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments on this important issue. Please contact me at 908-234-1225, 
x305 or 267-261-7325 (cell). 

Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Elspeth Hans, Deputy Attorney General, Office of the Governor 
Brianna Keys, Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor 
 


