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March 3, 2022 
 
Douglas H. Fisher 
Secretary of Agriculture 
New Jersey Department of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 330 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0330 
 
Dear Secretary Fisher and Members of the State Board of Agriculture, 
 
The Foodshed Alliance was disappointed to learn that the New Jersey Department of Agriculture is 
surrendering the NJDA Organic Program’s Certification of Accreditation, effective May 30, 2022.  
 
While we understand that organic farmers can utilize other Accredited Certification Agencies 
operating in the state, we have heard from farmer colleagues that using a new agency for certification 
can be costly, inconvenient, and time-consuming. We understand NJDA is willing to assist farmers 
transitioning to new certifiers, and that you plan to provide organic education, marketing and 
development that will serve to grow the organic sector in the Garden State. We are very interested in 
hearing the specifics of your plans to grow the organic sector, as it is something that is sorely needed 
in this state. 
 
In this critical time when priorities nationwide are focused on climate-smart agricultural practices, the 
State should continue certifying organic farms. Organic agriculture is part of the solution and can help 
tackle climate change through its ability to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, store away huge amounts 
of carbon, and enable farmers to be resilient in an evolving climate. We encourage the NJ Department 
of Agriculture to double-down on its commitment to growing and supporting the organic sector as a 
tool to combat the challenge of climate change.  
 
We are in complete support of the department providing organic education, marketing and 
development to grow the organic sector in the Garden State. The Foodshed Alliance is more than 
willing to provide input, assist, support and partner with the department in these efforts. We look 
forward to hearing the specifics and to collaborate in every way that would be helpful and effective. 
 
While the Foodshed Alliance serves all farmers in our state, we are committed to growing the organic, 
regenerative sector as we believe it represents the healthiest and most sustainable agricultural 
methodologies. Through our farmland access program, our food-hub distribution pilot, and our 
gleaning program that feeds those in need with surplus farm food, we work primarily with farmers 
using organic, regenerative methods, as we feel these practices produce the healthiest food and they 
protect our soils, waters and air. We firmly believe we need more support for this sector in this state, 
not less. 
 
We hope to see the NJ Department of Agriculture dedicate a funding source to support outreach, 
education, and marketing for organic and regenerative farmers and products. We also urge an 
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increased partnership between NJDA staff, the Foodshed Alliance, other sustainable agriculture 
organizations, and organic farmers facilitated by regular meetings to discuss the needs and 
achievements of NJ farmers pursuing organic and regenerative practices. 
 
We look forward to NJDA’s continued support of resources and programs that benefit this important 
sector of New Jersey agriculture. We are eager to meet and work together towards this common goal. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kendrya Close 
Executive Director 
Foodshed Alliance 
 
 


