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1. Introduction 

 

1.1. Why was this project developed? 

During the 2014 Communities for Children (C4C) Bendigo restructure, C4C Bendigo along 

with local Aboriginal agencies identified that there was a serious lack of cultural safety 

for families accessing early years programs and services. This lack of cultural safety is a 

significant barrier for Aboriginal families when trying to seek support and participation 

in early years programs. Data from that period indicates that 82.2 per cent of Aboriginal 

four and five-year-old’s are attending kindergarten in comparison to 98.1 per cent of non-

Aboriginal children and only half of Aboriginal families attend the final 3.5 year visit to a 

maternity health centre with their child.   

 

It was identified that the C4C Aboriginal Early Years Access Worker needed to focus on:  

 Increasing the participation rates of Aboriginal children and families in support 

services for children and families including universal services.  

 Building linkages between mainstream early years services and Aboriginal children 

& families. 

 Building the cultural competence of early years services and in doing so create 

cultural safety for Aboriginal children and families. 

 

1.2. Why it sits with the Bendigo & District Aboriginal Cooperative (BDAC)?  

The project has been facilitated by Bendigo and District Aboriginal Co-Operative (BDAC). 

BDAC was founded to represent and provide services to the Dja Dja Wurrung community 

(Jaara people) and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents living in the Dja Dja 

Wurrung boundaries.  

 

2. Project Activities 

 

Community Relationship Building BBQ’s 

 

Geoffrey West was BDAC and C4C Bendigo’s first Aboriginal Early Years Access Worker. 

Geoffrey’s great passion for Community access and the importance of the Early Years saw 

the project off to a great start. Geoff held frequent community BBQ’s with the local 

aboriginal community and mainstream services to help build positive relationships. Early 

Years and support services were invited as well as Aboriginal Community members and 

BDAC clients for the opportunity to share some food and hear about services available, 

issues arising and develop understanding and relationship between professionals and the 

local Aboriginal Community. 
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2.1.  Cultural Participation Guidelines for Early Years Services 
 

In 2015, alongside Simon Penrose (from BDAC) the C4C project team developed BDAC’s 

Cultural Participation Guidelines for Early Years Services. These guidelines had a focus on 

practical actions that early years providers could take to improve the support and 

engagement of Aboriginal children and families. The guidelines also included the results 

of a survey conducted amongst mainstream early years providers regarding the support 

and engagement of Aboriginal children and families in early years services. The survey 

highlighted that considerable work needed to be done by the sector in improving cultural 

safety for Aboriginal children and families. Geoff and Simon were able to build and deliver 

three workshops for early years workers and agencies to discuss the implementation of 

Cultural Participation Guidelines. The workshops focused on practical actions workers 

and agencies could take to implement the guidelines. 

 

2.2. NAIDOC Children’s Day Celebrations 
 

To help further build relationships between early years services and aboriginal 

community Geoff went on to plan a local children’s day –Bendigo NAIDOC Children’s Day 

(Bendigo NCD) 2015. Bendigo NCD provides the opportunity for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander community to network with mainstream providers. This helps both the 

mainstream providers as well as the Aboriginal community to provide feedback on how 

services could improve. It also gives the Aboriginal community the chance to identify and 

utilise the available services.  

 

The 2015 Bendigo NCD supported by the C4C Bendigo project was a huge success with 

over 400 children in attendance. The event provided Aboriginal Cultural child focused 

activities delivered by mainstream early years providers and local Aboriginal community. 

 

Throughout the following years the subsequent C4C s; Bissette Morgan and Grace West, 

long with substantial project management support from Stacey Bennett and follow up 

support from Bekky Lesser and Miranda Whyte from BDAC contributed to the growth 

and development of Bendigo NAIDOC Children’s Day Celebration. Every year the number 

of children in attendance grew along with the size of the event. In 2019 the event grew 

significantly with over 1,400 community members within attendance. The significant 

increase in numbers shows the event is very much valued by the community. Bendigo 

NDC now has over 150 volunteers from the community and Early Years sectors and local 

organisations who help to make sure the day is a guaranteed success. Bendigo NCD now 

includes, but is not limited to, Cultural food tastings, Cultural performances, smoking 

ceremony, giveaways for all children who attend, native wildlife displays, story time, 

educational activities, culturally inspired photo booth and family portraits with props 

made by children. Children and families are involved in activity development and 

delivery.  
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Culture is central to a child’s sense of individuality, identity and sense of belonging and 

success in lifelong learning. Bendigo NCD is a great example of how to keep Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander children connected to their culture. Bendigo NCD supports the 

identity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and enhances the knowledge of 

non-Indigenous communities.  

 

2.3. Wonyotjarrapil Playgroup  
 

In October 2019 Jenna McMillan was employed by BDAC as the C4C Aboriginal Early 

Years Access project Worker. She has continued to liaise with the local Aboriginal 

community by supporting and co-facilitating BDAC’s Wonyotjarrapil Playgroup. This 

provided a great opportunity to promote community events and connect with the local 

Aboriginal community whist providing a culturally safe and inviting place for children.  

 

Beyond the playgroup activities, tasks have focused on helping families enrol into 

childcare centres by attending meetings with families and centre directors, completing 

enrolment forms and guiding families through the Child Care Subsidy process.  

 

2.4.  Community Engagement 
 

The Project has also attended schools, outside school hours programs and community 

events to deliver cultural child focused activities. This provides a great opportunity to 

connect and educate the greater community and educators about cultural safety. 

  

In 2019 whist applying for community grants to fund Bendigo NDC a grant was applied 

for through RACV for $5,000 to go towards purchasing a BBQ trailer that can be used for 

community engagements. This grant was successful and now the project worker is in the 

process of completing the purchase with financial contributions from BDAC. By having 

access to the transportable BBQ trailer this will ensure we can continue to hold frequent 

BBQ’s with early years services and aboriginal community in accessible locations. This is 

a great way to build relationships and promote available accessible services.   

 

3. Summary 

 

Overall the C4C Early Year Access Worker project has been well received by all 

community and early years services. Even with many changes and improvements 

throughout early years services there is still a lack of cultural safety understanding in 

educators and industry leaders. It is important that projects such as the C4C Aboriginal 

Early Years Access Worker continue to work with these services to build on their cultural 

competence. It is vital that the C4C Aboriginal Early Years Access Worker’s project 

continues to work with Aboriginal families and mainstream early years services to help 

reduce these barriers.  


