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April 13, 2020 

 
San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer San Diego Police Chief David Nisleit 
202 C Street, San Diego, CA 92101              1401 Broadway, MS 700, San Diego, CA 92101 

 
Via Electronic Transmission  

 
Urgent - Demand to Cease and Desist from: Ticketing Unsheltered San Diegans for Illegal 
Lodging, Sleeping in the Park, Encroachment, Vehicle Habitation, and Other Quality of Life 
Offenses; Impoundment of Vehicle Shelters; and Sweeps and All Other Displacement of Unhoused 
Persons During The COVID-19 Crisis 

 
Dear Mayor Faulconer and Chief Nisleit: 
 
I write on behalf of Community Advocates for Just and Moral Governance (MoGo) urging you to immediately                 
(1) cease and desist from engaging in sweeps and clearing homeless encampments and (2) suspend the ticketing                 
of persons who are experiencing unsheltered homelessness for “quality of life” offenses in light of the                
COVID-19 pandemic that is ravaging our global community. This letter comes on the heels of the San Diego                  
Police Department (SDPD) ordering humans, sheltering under the awning of a closed public building during               
back-to-back days of torrential downpour, to move off of city property into the rain. Please see attached. This                  
letter also comes five days after eight (8) local community organizations sent a letter to Mayor Faulconer and                  
San Diego City Council President Georgette Gomez respectfully asking for a “moratorium on all arrests and                
ticketing of homeless people for Vehicle Habitation, illegal lodging and encroachment during the Coronavirus              
outbreak.” They also called for a moratorium on the “impoundment of vehicles used by homeless people for                 
shelter.” 
 
Nonetheless, SDPD has continued to harass unhoused San Diegans. It has been business as usual for the City of                   
San Diego and SDPD, in particular, as it relates to ticketing unsheltered community members for encroachment,                
illegal lodging, and sleeping in public places - even after a state of emergency was declared by Governor                  
Newsom (on March 4, 2020) and Mayor Faulconer himself (on March 12, 2020). Worse even, within the last                  
few days (and since receiving the letter from community organizations on April 8, 2020), SDPD has continued                 
its sweeps, clearing of encampments, ticketing, and impounding of vehicle shelters. Please see attached. 
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In response to its failure to implement a real plan to address our longstanding housing crisis - which fuels our                    
homelessness issue making us fifth in the nation for the largest homeless population - the City of San Diego                   
consistently relies on punitive measures as the remedy. Through its policies and ordinances that target               
unsheltered individuals for doing acts that are basic human needs, the City of San Diego needlessly ushers                 
unhoused San Diegans into our criminal courts. Targeting unsheltered individuals through the enforcement of              
ordinances that prohibit encroachment, sleeping, sitting, and resting in public places, and vehicle habitation is               
terrible public policy on its own. When coupled with the pandemic we now face as a global community, such                   
practices are an even greater affront to the very notions of basic decency and humanity. Moreover, such                 
practices run in clear contravention of what health experts are advising everyone - elected and appointed                
officials, professionals, and laypeople - to do.  
 
The City’s policy and practice of breaking up existing homeless encampments directly conflicts with the               
prevention measures spelled out by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) to be used as                 
guidelines, which instruct as follows: “Unless individual housing units are available, do not clear encampments               
during community spread of COVID-19. Clearing encampments can cause people to disperse throughout the              
community and break connections with service providers. This increases the potential for infectious disease              
spread.” Simply put, by continuing to conduct sweeps on any scale, the City of San Diego is directly                  
endangering the lives of thousands of San Diego residents, housed and unhoused alike. A moratorium on all                 
sweeps is essential to curb the spread of the virus and to protect against preventable hospitalization and death,                  
as it would significantly minimize the risk of exposure to not only unhoused San Diegans but also to the broader                    
public.  
 
Despite Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-33-20, issued March 19, 2020 which “order[s] all individuals              
living in the State of California to stay home or at their place of residence[,]” San Diego police officers continue                    
to conduct sweeps of persons who are experiencing homelessness moving them from one location to another.                
This, without providing any viable, adequate, or even alternative options for shelter for those displaced. The                
reality is that San Diego is home to many thousands of persons whose current residences are the streets,                  
homeless encampments, parks, under freeway overpasses (even where the City has placed sharp rocks), and by                
the riverbed.  
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These locations are the residences of the individuals who live at these sites . Therefore, by breaking up existing                  1

encampments, i.e. the residences of unhoused San Diegans, under any pretext and sweeping unsheltered persons               
from location to location, the City of San Diego is violating California State Executive Order No. N-33-20 and                  
is adversely affecting its goal to “bend the curve and disrupt the spread of the virus.” 
 
Accordingly, for the reasons stated above, we are urging police and all other city departments to immediately                 
cease and desist from clearing homeless encampments and to suspend ticketing for the above-listed quality of                
life offenses and all sweeps of persons who are experiencing unsheltered homelessness, and get in compliance                
with both Executive Order N-33-20 and the guidelines promulgated by the CDC. The City has had ample time                  
to consider and implement Governor Newsom’s directives, the CDC’s guidelines, and the requests of local               
organizations; it, however, has yet to act. Under these circumstances, it is more than reasonable to request that                  
the City issue a written order suspending the ticketing of unsheltered community members for “quality of life”                 
offenses along with homeless sweeps and the clearing of encampments by close of business tomorrow, April 14,                 
2020. For the sake of all members of our community, we look forward to your issuance of the requested order                    
and to receiving a copy of this order upon its issuance.  
 
Be advised that MoGo will continue to work with unhoused persons, other community advocates, and               
organizational allies to support the broader homeless community, which will include monitoring and             
documenting the actions of the City and its departments for possible legal action to enjoin your continued                 
endangerment of public safety.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Geneviéve L. Jones-Wright, Esq., LL.M. 
Executive Director 
Community Advocates for Just and Moral Governance (MoGo) 
  

1 California Voting Rights law permits an unhoused person to register to vote by merely describing 
streets, parks, or other locations where they live, or, in most cases, are forced to live for lack of 
affordable housing. (See Voter Registration Application at California Secretary of State website.)  
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Attachments: Screenshot of video footage showing SDPD officers ordering unhoused San  

Diegans off of city property and into the rain during an early morning sweep  on 4/9/20 
Citations given to unhoused San Diegans by SDPD after COVID-19 was believed  
by the mayor to have reached “community spread status” in San Diego County 
(7 total pages of attachments) 

 
cc: 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
San Diego City Council 
San Diego County Board of Supervisors 
Wilma J. Wooten, M.D., M.P.H., San Diego County Public Health Officer  
 
__________________________________ 
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