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GSP UPDATE
Our oﬃce is now open to
visitors, by appointment on
Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday from 10 am to 3
pm. Masking and social
distancing required. We
conNnue to respond to calls
at 267.686.2296 and emails
to info@genpa.org. Our
website is open 24/7
at genpa.org.

Welcome Back!

In this issue, we discuss our reopening plans and reopening plans
across the state, ﬁnding birth and death dates, library and website
updates, and Forest County, along with our regularly featured
columns.
Over the past few months, we have been working to prepare the
library for your return. We have reorganized the library and are
updaNng our online catalog, with updates live soon. We have been
inventorying and arranging our unprocessed collecNons and we have
scanned and uploaded several addiNonal collecNons to our website.
We also have been working on updates to our website display and
navigaNon. Some of these changes are already live on our home page
at hOps://genpa.org and on our Member CollecNons page at hOps://
genpa.org/member-collecNons and there are many more to come
throughout the summer and fall.
By the fall, we hope to resume in-person programs and have been
developing some ideas for programs at the library and online. The
survey in which many of you parNcipated will help to inform our
plans, but we conNnue to welcome your suggesNons for future
programs.
Our execuNve commiOee is also working on a new strategic plan for
the next few years. The board will review the bylaws for the June
meeNng and will update you on new developments. As part of this
work, we welcome input from members, former board members,
The GSP newsletters can be printed for those who
like a print publication.
See GSP Store for publications and specials.
Previous newsletters.
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and other members of the genealogical community. If you were acNve with GSP in the past, let us know what
worked well during your Nme with GSP and how we can conNnue to bring the best of the past into building GSP’s
future.
GSP is also very happy to welcome our two newest board members, Lisa Minerd and Cheryl VanLeer. You can read
more about Lisa and Cheryl below.
To become more involved with GSP, please contact Angie Indik, oﬃce manager, at info@genpa.org or
215-686-2296. For more informaNon about membership, go to hOps://genpa.org/membership/. You also can help
to support GSP’s work to preserve genealogical informaNon and assist people in their search for ancestors by
donaNng at hOps://genpa.org/about-gsp/donate-to-the-genealogical-society-of-pennsylvania/
Thank you for all your help and suggesNons. We look forward to hearing from you and to seeing you, either online
or at the GSP library and oﬃce.
—Valerie-Anne Lutz, GSP President
Lisa Minerd
Lisa was born and raised in South Jersey, where she lives with her husband and extended family. Her two adult
children and new grandson live nearby. She has an associate degree in Fine Arts and has worked at St. Peter's
Episcopal Church in Medford, NJ for 18 years. She became interested in genealogy when her great-aunt hired a
professional genealogist to do the family tree. Unfortunately, no documentaNon was provided, and the genealogist
couldn’t get very far back in the tree. Lisa took on the family tree as a hobby and has now researched her family’s
genealogy for twenty years. She has aOended the Genealogical Research InsNtute of PiOsburgh (GRIP), the InsNtute
of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR), local conferences, and countless webinars. Two years ago, she began
taking on clients as a professional genealogist and is currently preparing to obtain cerNﬁcaNon through the Board
for CerNﬁcaNon of Genealogists (BCG). She belongs to numerous area genealogy socieNes where she
volunteers. She also volunteers with genealogy Facebook groups and has recently become a contributor to the GSP
Facebook page.
Cheryl VanLeer
Cheryl was born and raised in Philadelphia and has resided in Richboro, PA since 2008. She started doing family
research in 2014 and has been a GSP member since 2019. On her father’s side, the Perry surname can be traced
back to 1700 and has its own migraNon paOern from Virginia to Texas in their Ancestry map. On her mother’s side,
immigraNon from Southern Italy and Poland began in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Cheryl is a member of the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania and has furthered her educaNon on genealogy by taking their genealogy classes
“Researching Family in Pennsylvania” and “FoundaNons I and II.” She is also Director of Volunteers for the Bucks
County Genealogical Society. With a BS Degree in Medical Technology, Cheryl is cerNﬁed by the American Society
of Clinical Pathologists as a Medical Technologist and Blood Bank Technologist and by the American Society for
Quality as a CerNﬁed Quality Auditor and a CerNﬁed Manager of Quality/OrganizaNonal Excellence. She is Senior
Director of ConNnuous Improvement with the American Red Cross Blood Services. Cheryl is married to Mike, an
avid freshwater ﬁsherman and audio enthusiast, who humors his wife with ﬁeld trips to cemeteries. Their daughter,
Kristen, of whom they are very proud, helps her mom by submiqng to DNA kits and discussions on “dead people.”
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GSP OFFICE REOPENING
The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania library reopened to the public by
appointment only on June 14, 2021.
Every visitor, volunteer and employee is required to wear a mask and social
distancing is required. Your safety is our priority!
Our library hours are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 10am – 3pm. If
you would like to reserve a spot, please contact us at info@genpa.org or
267-686-2296.
Our current locaNon at 2100 Byberry Rd, Suite 111, Philadelphia, PA 19111, has a parking lot in the front of the
building, with ample free parking.
As we reopen the oﬃce, we are also welcoming in-person volunteers. We are currently seeking more of the
following:
•

Volunteer librarians and archivists to help us plan, organize, rehouse,
and catalog our collecNons.

•

Scanners to digiNze our collecNons. Experience using Foxit is a plus but
will train to OCR, watermark, and edit.

•

Volunteers to assist with research requests. Experienced genealogists
only. Please send a sample report, research plan, or case study.

•

Lead Special interest Groups in person or over Zoom.

If you would like to volunteer and cannot meet in person, you can work from home doing the following:
• Transcribing our collecNons.
• Proofreading and ediNng our newsleOer and/or website.
• ContribuNng arNcles for our newsleOer and/or website.
• Prooﬁng our website and replace links.
• UpdaNng our County Resource Guides.
• Researching content for social media, newsleOer, and website

Interested? Please ﬁll out our Volunteer_Form.pdf and send to Angie Indik at info@genpa.org
This is an exciNng Nme. We welcome your involvement and hope to see you soon!
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REOPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS
As archives and socieNes across the state of Pennsylvania conNnue to announce reopening and easing of
restricNons, we’re asking our readers to alert us at editor@genpa.org.

EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Berks County
The Berks County Genealogical Society is open daily from noon - 4 p.m. Masks and social distancing are required.
Only 5 researchers are permiOed in the library at a Nme. Watch for updates.
Lancaster County
The Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society is open to the public Tuesday through Friday, from 8:30 to 4:00 p.m.
Philadelphia County
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania will be open for HSP members, beginning on July 6th, by appointment,
Tuesday - Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Members have been noNﬁed by mail. The website has not yet been updated.
The Presbyterian Historical Society is oﬀering appointments for in-person research on a limited basis. Reserve an
appointment here.
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA
Adams County
The GeJysburg NaMonal Military Park Museum & Visitor Center returned to daily hours of operaNon on May 1st.
Dauphin County
The State Archives research room will reopen to the public on Wednesdays and Fridays, by appointment only,
beginning June 30, 2021. Call 717-787-8953 to reserve a morning block or auernoon block of research Nme. Watch
for updates.
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Allegheny County
Carnegie Library of PiJsburgh is open for limited in-person service.
Note: The Pennsylvania Department (local history & genealogy remains closed).
Watch for updates.
The Detre Library & Archives at the Senator John Heinz History Center is open by appointment only, with two
weeks’ noNce. Call 412-545-6364. Watch for updates.
Erie County
The Heritage Room in Blasco Memorial Library is open. Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. Friday & Saturday: 9
a.m. – 5 p.m.
Washington County
CiMzens Library & District Center is open with regular hours.
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JUNE COMMEMORATION DAYS
American Indian CiMzenship Day
June 2nd commemorated the Indian CiNzenship Act of 1924 which granted U.S. ciNzenship to all NaNve Americans
born in the U.S. Although the Fourteenth Amendment had deﬁned American ciNzens as those born in the United
States, the courts interpreted the law as not applicable to Indigenous people.
FamilySearch.org provides a beginner’s guide for those who are new to Research of United States Indigenous
Peoples
Beginning Your Search
Finding Your Indian Ancestor
StarNng NaNve American Research
Indigenous Peoples of North America - A Beginner's Guide
The Bureau of Indian Aﬀairs provides guidance for those who are
tracing Indigenous ancestry in federally recognized tribes in the
United States.
Juneteenth
June 19, 1865 is remembered as the day, two years auer the end
of the Civil War, when enslaved people in Texas ﬁnally received the
news that slavery had ended. The 19th of June, Juneteenth, is
celebrated as Freedom Day or EmancipaNon Day. Juneteenth
became a naNonal holiday in 2021.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3c07776/ No
known restrictions on publication.

JUNETEENTH.COM
The Freedmen’s Bureau was established in the War
Department in 1865 as a relief eﬀort, aiding 4 million
formerly enslaved people. Today, the bureau’s records
provide a rich resource for researching African American
genealogy during the post-Civil War and ReconstrucNon
eras.
Library of Congress
Online Exhibit: Voices Remembering Slavery: Freed
People Tell Their Stories
Juneteenth Emancipation Day Celebration, June 19,
1900, Texas. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Juneteenth Photograph is in the public domain.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
HAPPY 10TH ANNIVERSARY TO GRIP!

GRIP is celebraNng its 10th anniversary this summer. In addiNon to three weeks of dayNme insNtute
courses, there are mulNple evening lectures, sponsored by genealogical socieNes and open to the
general public.
Below is the schedule for free, virtual lectures during GRIP 2021.
Week of June 21-24
Monday, 21 June 2021, 7:00 P.M. Sponsored by North Hills Genealogists (of PiOsburgh)
Karen Stanbury, CG will present “The Everleigh Sisters: A Case Study in Conﬂict ResoluMon.” Meet Ada
and Minna—Chicago's most famous sisters who operated the ultra-luxurious bordello known as the
Everleigh Club from 1900 unNl it was closed by mayoral order in 1911. Learn to sort fact from ﬁcNon as
we study their fabricated lives from birth to death. REGISTRATION
Tuesday, June 22, 2021, 7:00 P.M. Sponsored by FamilySearch.
David Rencher, AG, CG, FUGA, FIGRS, will present “What’s New at the Family History Library and
FamilySearch.” This session will update you on the changes that have been made at the Family History
Library during the closure for the pandemic and illuminate the conNnued improvements to the
FamilySearch website and library services. Plan to be surprised when you return to the library and
resume your research in a great, updated facility. REGISTRATION
Wednesday, June 23, 2021, 7:00 P.M. Sponsored by Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society.
Kelvin Meyers will present “Whose Estate Is It Any Way!” Hear about the real-life adventures and
encounters of a Forensic Genealogist. Hear how the estate is established as valid, and how the
resources of the 21st century are used right along with good old-fashioned genealogy to determine the
righxul heirs to an unclaimed estate. REGISTRATION
Thursday, June 24, 2021, 7:00 P.M. Sponsored by Bucks County (PA) Genealogical Society.
Rebecca Whitman Koford, CG, CGL, will present “Besieged by Baxters: A Case Study for a Common
Name.” This case will follow the search for Samuel Baxter’s father amidst a mulNtude of same-named
Baxters in Maryland and Pennsylvania in the early 1800s. REGISTRATION
Week of July 12-15
Monday, 12 July 2021, 7:00 P.M. - Sponsored by the North Hills Genealogists (of PiOsburgh).
Ari Wilkins will present “Friends of Friends: Quakers and African American CommuniMes.” Well known
for their anN-slavery views, Quakers began to migrate to the slave-free territories in the 19th century. As
they migrated out of the South, Quakers emancipated and traveled with their newly freed slaves. Once
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seOled, the sect conNnued their aboliNonist cause by supporNng the Underground Railroad –
transporNng runaway slaves to free states. In turn, free blacks established their own seOlements, while
sNll maintaining Nes with the Quaker community. REGISTRATION
Tuesday, July 13, 2021, 7:00 P.M. Sponsored by Bucks County (PA) Genealogical Society.
Judy G. Russell, J.D., CG, CGL, will present “False News, Profane Speakers and Disobedient Children:
Early Pennsylvania Laws.” The laws our ancestors lived by tell their own story of life in earlier Nmes,
and, from the very ﬁrst colonial statutes to today, the choices made by legislators about what laws
were needed give a rich and deep context to family history. Using Pennsylvania’s early state laws as
genealogical resources, we’re able to tell the stories of a Nme when the “big concerns” of the day were
things like spreading rumors, foul language, and disobedient children. REGISTRATION
Wednesday, July 14, 2021, 7 P.M. Sponsored by Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society.
Angie Bush will present “Tales from the Research Genealogical Trenches.” At the heart of genealogical
research is answering quesNons of kinship and idenNty to make connecNons with our ancestors and
cousins. Angie Bush makes hundreds of these connecNons using DNA and historical records every year.
Learn some of the techniques that have fueled these discoveries and how genealogy empowers
journeys of personal discovery to enrich all of our lives. REGISTRATION
Thursday, July 15, 2021: Sponsored by Mid-AtlanNc Germanic Society.
Dr. Michael D. Lacopo will present “Pennsylvania German Social History: Furthering Research by
Understanding Your Ancestors.” Can you prove the death of a Pennsylvania German ancestor by the
purchase of raisins and nutmeg in a store ledger? Have you looked for a Taufschein, or illustrated
bapNsmal cerNﬁcate, for your ancestor? Pennsylvania Germans maintained a rich cultural heritage for
several generaNons, and they leu a wealth of historical and genealogical informaNon behind, hidden in
museums and arNfacts and not just on paper. Only by understanding the folkways of the Pennsylvania
Germans can you fully comprehend the rich sources of informaNon waiNng to be explored.
REGISTRATION

UPCOMING GENEALOGY CONFERENCES
17–24 JULY 2021
INTERNATIONAL GERMAN GENEALOGY PARTNERSHIP
31 JULY 2021
A SUMMER OF DNA
1–5 AUGUST 2021
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES
2–6 AUGUST 2021
RESEARCHING FAMILY IN PENNSYLVANIA
2 SEPTEMBER–18 OCTOBER 2021
NEW YORK STATE FAMILY HISTORY CONFERENCE
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WANTED: VOLUNTEERS FROM NEAR AND FAR
In addiNon to seeking dedicated volunteers, who live locally and provide in-person volunteer services at GSP, we
are reaching to our members throughout the state, across the country, and around the globe to serve on GSP
commiOees, and do remote volunteer work with programs, markeNng/fundraising, archival collecNons, and library
cataloging.
We serve a broad membership base and are looking for a broader representaNon of
those interests on our planning commiOees. Over the past year, our annual
membership meeNng, our board meeNngs and commiOee meeNngs have all
migrated to Zoom and we will conNnue to meet virtually even auer we have fully
reopened. This means that all of members – near and far – have an opportunity to
work more closely with GSP by applying for our board, joining standing commiOees,
aOending SIGs and virtual programs, and working on volunteer projects.
The following commiOees are currently seeking volunteers:
Program CommiJee
We are seeking commiOee members with experience and/or an interest in planning and
coordinaNng virtual lecture programs and virtual and Special Interest Groups (SIGs) and workshops. Do you
enjoy planning and/or hosNng online programs?
Complete and Submit Volunteer Form by emailing info@genpa.org

CollecMons CommiJee
We are seeking commiOee members with archival experience, and those with an interest in developing
archival knowledge and experience.
In addiNon, volunteers are needed for processing and descripNon work on family history collecNons. Work
may include creaNng inventories of archival materials, arranging and describing records, and creaNng of
ﬁnding aids.
Complete and Submit Volunteer Form by emailing info@genpa.org

PublicaMons CommiJee
We are seeking regular content contributors for the GSP newsleJer and a blog soon to be launched on our
website. Also needed are volunteers with graphic design experience with souware like Adobe InDesign or
Microsof Publisher to assist with future publicaNons arNcles focused on Pennsylvania research topics.
Reach out to the PublicaNons CommiOee at editor@genpa.org.
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TELL US ABOUT IT
Over the past year, genealogy programming has gone virtual in a very big way. Our email inboxes are overﬂowing
with announcements of upcoming events featuring expert speakers on using DNA, skills and methodologies, and
strategies for researching speciﬁc ethnic groups.
While many of these speakers are on the naNonal circuit, presenNng at major
conferences and insNtutes, others are less known. PresentaNons by librarians,
archivists and regional experts have also gone virtual over the past year. These
presentaNons are rarely recorded and harder to ﬁnd. Hopefully, you stumbled
onto some of these gems over the past year. If so, Tell Us About It at
editor@genpa.org.
This past year, Special Interest Groups (SIGS) have also gone virtual.
Many of us have joined mulNple regional and local socieNes in
order to aOend lectures and meeNngs on Zoom, and have aOended
their virtual SIGs. While some SIGs are focused on broad interest
topics like DNA, others are focused on regional or ethnic research
interests like Pennsylvania German or Eastern European Ancestry.
Tell us about the virtual SIGs that you’ve been aOending. What did
you like? What’s working? Tell US About It at editor@genpa.org.
SocieNes, libraries and archives are slowly opening back up. Virtual meeNngs and programs
are here to stay, but it will be great to see each other again at in person events and onsite
volunteer projects. What are you looking forward to when the genealogical community can
once again meet and greet in person? Tell US About It at editor@genpa.org.
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FIRST FAMILIES CORNER
Providing evidence for birth and death dates
Have you ever wondered
how people kept track of
dates centuries ago, when
they lived in isolated places
and didn’t have television,
iPads, and daily newspapers
to tell them the date? Imagine
being asked for your birthdate and having no
real proof to provide. The Family Bible is
considered the Gold Standard, but only if it is
the original. If you came from a family of 16 or
more, and you were quite elderly, and were
not the one who inherited the Bible, proving
your age could have been diﬃcult. SomeNmes
people were able to pinpoint their birthdate
by connecNng it to something else that had
happened on the same day, whether in their
local neighborhood or on a larger scale.
A friend of our family was born on the second
day of Passover. This was always the day that
the family celebrated her birthday, but
Passover doesn’t occur on the same date
every year. EOa was never married and never
had children. Living all her life in New York City,
she never had a driver’s license. When she
died aged nearly 100, the family had to refer
to her birth cerNﬁcate to ﬁnd her exact
birthdate. On the other hand, I have a relaNve
who was born on December 7, 1941. That is an
exact birthdate that is easy to remember.
Before genealogy souware became popular,
some people experimented with Excel and
other spreadsheet programs as a way of
recording family data. Unfortunately, in the
transfer of informaNon from one such program
to another some of the ﬁelds would be
scrambled. If I told you that Uncle Jim was
born in 1915, your computer might record his
birth as January 1, 1915. Before and auer
could disappear, causing you to think that you
have an exact birth or death date, when you
do not. My mother died on what would have
been my father’s 90th birthday. When giving
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my family data to relaNves, I always let them
know that this is correct.
I love to read pension ﬁles, especially those of
Union Army veterans and widows. Over the
years I visited NARA several Nmes and was
always in awe of holding in my hands the
papers that my ancestors wrote and signed so
many years ago. Widows had to prove their
marriage date, and if they had minor children
the Government wanted to know exact
birthdates. SomeNmes the midwife was asked
for a deposiNon, and she would be asked how
she remembered a child’s exact birthdate. One
side of my family lived in the war zone, and
their responses to what seems an innocent
quesNon could be chilling. A midwife once
stated that a child was born on the day that
the Confederates came house to house
conﬁscaNng weapons and ﬁrearms. They
issued receipts, which were obviously never
honored. Find someone who sNll has one of
those receipts, she wrote, and that is your
proof of the birthdate. A similar explanaNon
hit close to home for me. The midwife recalled
a certain child’s birthdate because, she said,
he was born on the same day and in the same
neighborhood where J. M. Burchﬁeld was
shot. I knew that Burchﬁeld had been
murdered, and I even knew the name of the
killer, but I only had a rough esNmate of the
death date. Finding ﬁrst-hand evidence of the
exact date was an amazing experience. Finding
the evidence in the pension ﬁle of a person
not even related to him was surely a one-of-akind event.
—Nancy Cassada Nelson, GSP Board Member
& First Families Chair
To learn more about First Families and how to
apply, visit hOps://genpa.org/ﬁrsxamilies-ofpennsylvania/

Copyright 2021 GSP

10

June 2021

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania Newsletter

COUNTY SPOTLIGHT: FOREST
Pennsylvania became a state 12 December 1787. There are 67
counNes and 2561 municipaliNes. Forest County was formed on 11
April 1848 from parts of Jeﬀerson County. The county seat is
Tionesta.
Prominent people: Howard Clinton Zahniser, O.O. Spence and Ed
Byers
Microﬁlm copies of county records along with the tools to help
research county records are available at the Pennsylvania State
Archives - PHMC > Archives > Research Online > Research Guides >
County and Municipal Records (under Genealogy)

Finding Family and Historical Records in Forest County
I. Forest County Prothonotary Oﬃce: hOp://www.co.forest.pa.us/departments/prothonotary.php
II. Family Search Wiki on Forest County: hOps://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Forest_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy
III. Forest County Historical Society: hOps://forestcountypahistory.org/
IV. Forest County PAGenWeb: hOp://www.pagenweb.org/~forest/
V. Forest County PA Roots: hOps://www.pa-roots.com/forest/
VI. Find A Grave Forest County Cemetery List: hOps://www.ﬁndagrave.com/cemetery-browse/USA/Pennsylvania/
Forest-County?id=county_2267
VII. Landownership Map of Forest County (1895): hOps://www.loc.gov/resource/g3823f.la000750a/?
r=0.027,0.043,1.002,0.553,0
VIII. A Pioneer Outline History of Northwestern Pennsylvania by W.J. McKnight (1905): hOps://archive.org/details/
pioneeroutlinehi00mckn_0/mode/2up
IX. Pennsylvania County History Scrapbooks; Forest County Vol. 40: hOps://archive.org/details/
pennsylvaniacoun39unse/mode/2up
X. Pennsylvania Resource Guides: hOps://genpa.org/public-%20collecNons/pennsylvania-%20resources/
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GENPA.ORG UPDATES
We’ve been updaMng our website display and navigaMon. Check out our home page at
hOps://genpa.org and our Member CollecNons page at hOps://genpa.org/member-collecNons

New Member CollecMons Content has been added to our website
Newly scanned digital collecNon ﬁles have been posted on genpa.org in our Member CollecNons. In order to access
these ﬁles, you be must logged into our website as a current member of GSP.
Bethania Palladium Lancaster County June 1832 – Sep 1834 (marriage and death
abstracts)
Bradford County Newspaper Abstracts up to 1862
Carbon County Newspaper Abstracts up to 1862
Luzerne County Newspaper Abstracts up to 1862
Monroe County Newspaper Abstracts up to 1862
Susquehanna County Newspaper Abstracts up to 1862
Philadelphia Inquirer & the Philadelphia BulleNn obituaries & death noNces index.
1901-1968 (parNal)
Pennsylvania Tombstone inscripMons
Abington Presbyterian tombstone inscripNons by locaNon 1711-1932
Pennsylvania Church records
Reading Reformed Church Burials & Marriages (& 1st Reformed Church of Reading, PA) index
Reading Reformed Church Burials and Marriages (And First Reformed Church of Reading, PA) Nov 1863–Feb 1883
(HandwriOen. Refer to the index above.)
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DNA CORNER
What is endogamy and pedigree collapse?
Endogamy is marrying within a
family group or community,
which leads to a lot of shared
DNA. This results from the
same families intermarrying
with each other over many generaNons, which
means that you could be related to the same
people in mulNple ways. Pedigree collapse occurs
when speciﬁc ancestors married their relaNves,
resulNng in the “collapse” of the pedigree on that
branch. In other words, you will have fewer
ancestors on those lines because the ancestor
couples who were related to each other shared at
least one or two common ancestors.
Endogamy and pedigree collapse can be found
among many populaNons, including European
villages, Jewish families, Acadian families, the
Azores, enslaved communiNes, and small towns
and rural areas everywhere. I have found a
parNcularly high amount of endogamy and
pedigree collapse among many of my Irish lines
from Donegal.
My father and I have an overwhelmingly large
number of matches with ancestry in the Cranford
and Carrigart area of Donegal. As his maternal
grandparents were from Donegal and his paternal
grandparents were from southwestern Germany, I
can safely assume that most of these matches are
from his mother’s lines, especially if they have
100% known ancestry from Ireland in the past
couple of generaNons. I know that my
grandmother’s parents were from Cranford and the
surrounding area. And most of these matches have
her surname, McBride, in their trees.
However, I cannot ﬁnd a documented connecNon
with many of these matches. This is partly because
of the lack of Irish records for this area prior to the
mid-1860s. But it also might be a result of
endogamy, pedigree collapse, or both.
Both of my grandmother’s parents had the same
surname, McBride, which is a very common
surname in Donegal. When I found their church
GSP Newsletter - June 2021

marriage record, it had a notaNon: “dispensaNo
ﬁlium in terNo gradu.” Roughly translated, this LaNn
phrase refers to a dispensaNon for relaNves in the
third degree.
Third-degree relaNves are usually deﬁned as
second cousins, which would mean that two
people share at least one great-grandparent in
common. In the case of second cousins, at least
one parent of each would have been ﬁrst cousins,
at least one grandparent of each would have been
siblings, and the couple would have at least one
great-grandparent in common, if not both.
Example
To make this slightly less confusing, let’s use some
ﬁrst names. Names have been used only once to
avoid the further confusion that arises when
mulNple people have the same ﬁrst names:
! Michael and Mary are second cousins.
! Michael’s father Ned and Mary’s father John
are ﬁrst cousins
! Michael’s grandfather James (Ned’s father)
and Mary’s grandfather Hugh (John’s father)
are siblings.
! James and Hugh’s parents are Patrick and
Catherine, the shared great-grandparents of
Michael and Mary.
Instead of Michael and Mary having four sets of
great-grandparents each, they each would have
only three sets. We would have pedigree collapse
on these lines, as instead of the expected total of
eight branches of ancestors from this couple, there
would be only seven.
Pedigree collapse diﬀers from endogamy in that it
refers to isolated instances of related people
marrying, while endogamy refers to the pracNce of
intermarrying over many generaNons within a
community, which can lead to pedigree collapse. In
the case of my ancestors, there would be some
pedigree collapse for this branch of my greatgrandparents’ family. However, in the area where
they lived, there is evidence in the records that a
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lot of people married within the community over
many generaNons, which is endogamy.

to sort out whether you and your cousins are
related to other shared cousins on the same lines.

Both can lead to higher amounts of shared DNA. It
seems that grandparents who were second cousins
shouldn’t lead to a signiﬁcant increase in shared
DNA. However, when combined with intermarriage
of the same families over several generaNons in a
small community, this can result in cousin matches
who might have a lot of shared ancestry with you
and others from the same families in this small
community. You will thus have many cousins whose
relaNonship is esNmated to be closer than it
actually might be.

Amid this challenging research, I’m thankful that at
least I know the townland in Ireland where the
family lived: Cranford, Donegal. My dad’s DNA
matches conﬁrm this, as most of his matches have
ancestry from the area, and records conﬁrm our
connecNon to the known families there. At the very
least, I can say that we’re related to a good number
of people who live there and whose families come
from there, and I hope to visit in the near future.

My research on these lines is challenging, as there
are few records available in Ireland for the
pre-1860 Nme period of my earliest known
ancestors, and I've found that most of the known
relaNves married other people with the same
surname, especially in the Irish records. In the case
of my grandmother, not only did her parents have
the same surname and at least some common
ancestors, but the parents of her known ﬁrst
cousins shared the same surname.
Fortunately, I have been able to ﬁnd parents'
names, or at least father’s names, for some of my
grandmother’s known relaNves in Pennsylvania
death records and Irish marriage records. DNA
tesNng, especially tests that enable comparison of
shared chromosome segments, also has been very
useful in eﬀorts to sort out my paternal
grandmother’s family. I'm working on a document
to sort out the known branches of cousins, the
various known and possible connecNons, and the
DNA relaNonships.
Encourage your cousins with known and unknown
relaNonships to share their Ancestry tests and/or
take tests that oﬀer chromosome browsing and the
ability to upload tests, such as FamilyTreeDNA,
Gedmatch, or MyHeritage. Test sharing is
parNcularly valuable, as you can see not only the
number of cenNmorgans that you share with your
matches and matches beyond the designated “4th
cousin” level, but also the cenNmorgans that your
test-sharing cousin shares with those folks. And it’s
even beOer if you test with or upload to a service
that allows chromosome sharing, as this can help
GSP Newsletter - June 2021

Sources that can help you to sort out the concepts
of endogamy and pedigree collapse:
DNA Geek – Endogamy: hOps://thednageek.com/
the-endogamy-ﬁles-what-is-endogamy/
Genealogy TV with Diahan Southard – DNA –
When Cousins Marry: Pedigree Collapse vs
Endogamy hOps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ilgl5707iP4
Israel Pickholtz – All My Foreparents: Two Very
Diﬀerent Types of Endogamy hOps://
allmyforeparents.blogspot.com/2015/07/two-verydiﬀerent-kinds-of-endogamy.html?m=0
Mercedes – Who Are You Made Of: How to Know
if You Have Endogamy in Your DNA Matches
hOps://whoareyoumadeof.com/blog/how-toknow-if-you-have-endogamy-in-your-dna-matches/
Genealogy Adventures with Brian Sheﬀey &
Donya Williams - Endogamy: or how an enMre
county can be related hOps://
genealogyadventures.net/2017/12/07/endogamyor-how-an-enNre-county-can-be-related/
Genealogy Adventures with Brian Sheﬀey &
Donya Williams - Endogamy on the PlantaMon
hOps://genealogyadventures.net/2017/12/17/
endogamy-on-the-plantaNon/
DNA Explained: Concepts – The Faces of
Endogamy hOps://dna-explained.com/
2017/03/10/concepts-the-faces-of-endogamy/
KiJy Cooper – Pedigree Collapse or the Family
Braid hOps://blog.kiOycooper.com/tag/pedigreecollapse/
Send your quesNons and comments to
editor@genpa.org. We look forward to hearing
from you.
—Valerie-Anne Lutz, GSP Board Member
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Pennsylvania Ancestor Queries
Seeking informaNon on Antonio Mercurio and Carmela Sala.
Antonio Mercurio was Italian. He was married to Rose Carmella Sala Mercurio Malloy (Carmela Sala) who was born
on 5 March 1895. They had a daughter named Flora Sala Mercurio Martz.
Antonio, Carmella and Flora lived in Wilmerding, PA, where Flora was born.
Later, they may have moved to Pitcairn, PA. Antonio had an aﬀair and leu Carmella at some point.
Seeking informaNon about ChrisManna Markley (maiden name unknown), b. 27 Aug 1793 in Germany. She
married Henry Markley before 1817, and auer marriage lived the rest of her life in Moreland Twp., Montgomery
Co., PA. ChrisNanna died 20 July 1852 and is buried at William Penn Cemetery, in the Somerton secNon of
Philadelphia. William Penn Cemetery records note "removed from Pennypack 7/21/1875.”
Seeking informaNon about Sarah Ann Snyder. She was born about 1840 in Pennsylvania and died 22 Aug 1861 in
Shade Gap, HunNngton, PA. Her husband was Jacob Lynn Seibert, a Civil War soldier who was born about 1837 in
East Waterford, Juniata County, PA and died from typhoid while serving in the war. He died 08 Aug 1863 in
Frederick, MD. Their child was Robert Manuel Seibert (1859-1926). Seeking informaNon on Sarah’s parents. Her
mother may have been Catherine Snyder who lived in Dublin, HunNngdon, PA
in 1850.
Queries regarding Pennsylvania ancestors may be submiOed to
editor@genpa.org for inclusion in the Pennsylvania Queries secNon of The
GSP NewsleOer. Queries should be brief, specifying an individual or family,
origin of same, and PA residence if known with actual or approximate dates
for vital informaNon.
Responses to queries will be forwarded to the contributor by the NewsleOer Editor.

JOIN GSP
Our mission is to provide leadership and support in promoting genealogy through education,
preservation, and access to Pennsylvania-related genealogical information.
Founded in 1892 as a non-profit organization, the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania (GSP)
was among the first in the United States to recognize the value of collecting and preserving the vital
and personal records of those ancestors whose lives now comprise our American History.
GSP is committed to preserving and publishing previously unpublished primary sources.
The continuing dedication to this service enables GSP to make an increasingly significant
contribution to the cultural life of our city, state, and country.

JOIN GSP
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LIBRARY UPDATE:
NEW ON OUR FAMILY HISTORY SHELVES

From the Library of Carol Sheaﬀer
Echoes (Genealogy Lineages of early Families)
Journal of the Johannes Schwalm Historical Assn.,
Vol. 3 No 1
From the Library of Raymond A. Wolﬀ, Jr.
A Tree in a Forest, Linnaeus Sheetz Lehman
(1862-1918 & Alice Baseshore Brandt (1865-1947)
Their Ancestors and Descendants
Families and Descendants in America of Golsan,
Golson, Gholson, Gholston Also Goldston, Golston,
Etc., with Pedigrees of Families in Great Britain and
Genealogies of Allied Families in American
Genealogy, Jacob King (König) and Matheus King
(König) of Northampton County, Pennsylvania
Hepler Family History, Comprising the Surnames of
Heppler, Hoeppler, Hebler, Hearbler and the Variant
Forms from A.D. 1600 to A.D. 1985
Kith and Kin of George Wolf, Governor of
Pennsylvania, 1829-1835
Pennsylvania Branch of the Ide Family, Ancestors
and Descendants of Nehemiah and Ezra Ide
Wolf Brethren, Ancestors and Descendants of Jacob
and Hannah Kinsey Wolf
Wolf, Wolfe, Wolﬀ Families of Pennsylvania
From the Library of Sharla Solt-Kistler
Ackerman Branches and Twigs
American Boyers Vol. I – V
Ancestor Chart of Russell Frederick Houts, Centre
County, Pennsylvania
Bloss Genealogy
Branch of The Harris Family in the United States
Come On, Let's Get Busy, Autobiography (Krone)
Craig Family of Pennsylvania 1708 to 1895
Descendants of Heinrich Bausch
DeWiO-Peltz: A Supplement to Peltz-DeWiO (1948)
GSP Newsletter - June 2021

Elwell Family, Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries Southern New Jersey
Enders Genealogy 1740-1990
Family of Henry J Long and Sarah Haupt Long
Genealogical and Biographical Sketches of the New
Jersey
Genealogical History of John Francis Huber from
Bucks County, PA and His Descendants with Related
Families, 1751-1983
Genealogical Record of the Levan Family,
Descendants of Daniel LeVan and Marie Beau
(Huegonots), NaNves of Picardy, France, who
SeOled in Amsterdam Holland 1650 to 1927
Gilbert Cope
Gower Family History
Im Schneckengang, "at a Snail's Pace!": A
Genealogy and Early History of Several Schneck
Families in America (1741-1985)
Kistler Families Descended from George Kistler, Jr.
of Berks County, Pennsylvania
Livingstons of Livingston Manor
MaOhias Hoﬀer Family 1743-1986
My First Ninety Years, Stories from the Life of Ruth
Flory
My Philadelphia families: Cassidy, Dwyer, Josberger,
Miller, Schickling
Remembrances (Houghton)
Oliver & Flora DeLong Family History
Paullin Family of Southern New Jersey
Peltz Record, Rev. Philip Peltz, D.D.
Rudy's of God's House and Related Families
Schmidt-SchmiO – Kunkletown
Schwoyer-Keyser-Merkle and Allied Families
Steigerwalt Family 1767-1979
Tomkins - Tompkins Genealogy
TwenNeth Annual Reunion Family Directory EdiNon
of Descendants of Oliver and Flora DeLong
Schmidt-SchmiO, HandwriOen notes and abstracts/
extracts of source materials
Zeigenfuss Family
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USED REFERENCE BOOKS FOR SALE IN OUR STORE - Just added!
Pennsylvania German Immigrants, 1709-1786 Lists Consolidated from Yearbooks
by Don Yoder (Editor)
Lists aOempNng to idenNfy German emigrants in their homeland and in Pennsylvania are cited
with reference to manumission records, parish registers, passports, and other papers of German
and Swiss provenance, with references to an equivalent range of Pennsylvania source materials,
including church records, wills, and tax lists. Includes dates of emigraNon, the emigrant's
occupaNon, dates of birth and marriage, place of birth and residence, and names of family
members, someNmes with lines of descent for several generaNons.
Grossgartach, WuerJemberg, to Pennsylvania: Some Early Colonial German Immigrants
by AnneJe K. Burgert
The emigraNon from Grossgartach brought immigrants to Pa. before 1727. One of the
emigrants from this village was an ancestor of President Dwight David Eisenhower, and
several other immigrants were related to his ancestor. Immigrant surnames documented in
this text include Baumann, Dallmer/Talmer, Dörr/Deer, Glass, Gugler/Kugler, Karnnagel,
Kauﬀmann/Stecher, König/King, Land/Long, Müntz/Mintz, Nagel, Schäﬀer, Sprecher, Weber.
from Mastof

-

Pennsylvania German marriages: marriages and marriage evidence in Pennsylvania German
churches
by Donna Irish
CompilaNon of Reformed Church marriage records (including some records from Lutheran and
Union churches), with documentaNon on some 50,000 persons of German origin or descent.
Based on records in the collecNon formed by Dr. William J Hinke–records of approximately 100
churches in eastern Pennsylvania–the compiler has developed herein not merely a list of
marriages but a genealogical record of the Pennsylvania Germans.

Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania, ConnecMons Vol. II
by Edward N. Wevodau
Second of two volumes presenNng evidence of person(s) residing elsewhere with
connecNons to Lancaster County. Master index of the names includes locaNons, instrument
dates, and deed reference numbers. Forty-three counNes were found to have residents with
links to Lancaster County. Deed abstracts are included within this volume providing
informaNon including relaNonships, heirs, maiden names, land records, etc.
Used: Gook CondiNon
Trinity Lutheran Church Records, Lancaster, Pennsylvania: 4 Volumes, Volumes I - IV, 1730 1810
by Debra D. Smith, Frederick Sheely Weiser
An ongoing series of translaNons of Lancaster Lutheran congregaNon, the second largest
congregaNon in Pennsylvania during this period. Included are bapNsms, burials, marriages,
conﬁrmaNon, communicants, and pew rents. These early records also provide an important
social history of the Nme period and place.
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2100 Byberry Road – Suite 111
Philadelphia, PA 19116 – 267.686.2296

NewsleJer Staﬀ
Kathryn Donahue, Valerie-Anne Lutz, Angie Indik, Jane Benner
GSP ExecuMve Board
President: Valerie-Anne Lutz
1st Vice-President: Doug Mondel
2nd Vice-President: Nancy C. Nelson
Secretary: Kathryn Donahue ~ Treasurer: Frank Straup
GSP Board of Directors
Deb Malinowski ~ Tina Lamb ~ Joseph Roby
Mary Phalan ~ Lisa Minerd ~ Cheryl VanLeer
Oﬃce Manager
Angie Indik

=========================================================================================
VOLUNTEERS: GSP has a number of volunteer opportuniNes at home, in the oﬃce, or on locaNon. If you’re
interested in helping, e-mail us at info@genpa.org or editor@genpa.org.
GSP RESEARCH: GSP does not oﬀer phone consultaNons. We require that all research requests be in wriNng.
Request Form – PDF Document
Check the Research page on our website for addiNonal informaNon. hOps://genpa.org/research.
E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org.
The GSP Pennsylvania Resource Guides can help answer where to ﬁnd great Pennsylvania research sources:
hOps://genpa.org/public-collecNons/pennsylvania-resources.
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