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A MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

| am a strong advocate of research that
involves checking every possible record for
each ancestor, even though those records
seem redundant. A death certificate and
cemetery interment record may contain the
same information, yet there may be
differences. The cemetery interment record for
my paternal grandmother included a
handwritten reminder in the margin to notify her
son William, then living in Astoria, Long Island,
NY via telegram and included his address.
Sometimes, though, information comes to us
from unusual sources.

A friend overheard a chance comment at a
cocktail party about a low incident surname |
was researching and that led to me meeting the
person mentioned. When | met this person, |
learned some stories and looked at photos |
didn’t know existed. Years ago, while spending
a week researching in the Greater Harrisburg
area, | decided to go to the Historical Society
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We look forward to keeping you informed by
giving you dates and times of upcoming events,
answering questions and being a source of
information to our membership.

UPCOMING EVENTS
GSP 2019 Events

GSP will host two lunch events each month —
ROOTS and ROOTS FOCUS. Both are
designed to allow researchers to discuss
genealogy over brown bagging lunch. ROOTS
will be an opportunity to discuss all questions
with each other and share research, artifacts,
photos and questions. ROOTS FOCUS will
offer an opportunity to discuss a specific topic.
Participants need to register in advance as
space is limited. Participants are also asked to
bring their own lunch, however, GSP will
provide coffee, tea, and dessert.

Exploring your Family History is a 4 session
series to help you find your ancestors,
presented by Nancy Nelson this July and
August.

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111
Philadelphia, PA 19116 -
267.686.2296 info@genpa.org
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Library in a neighboring county even though |
had no evidence that any of my ancestors ever
lived there. | was right. They did not live there.
What | found there, however, was a large file of
notes and documents about my family, which
included material compiled by a professional
genealogist hired by my grandfather’s cousin
years before. Instead of giving the material to
the family, the hired researcher deposited his
research files to the library in the county where
he lived.

Finally, also years ago, | sent letters to fifty
Sheaffer researchers listed in a researcher
directory. None had information on my Sheaffer
family. One person, though, was interested in
the fact that I lived in NJ where her ancestor
with the surname Grau (Gray) lived. It turned
out we shared that ancestor and she sent me
copies of notes his granddaughter made about
him and his family in the early 1800’s.
Wonderful find!

So, let no stone go unturned as you search for
ancestors...and good luck!

Carol M. Sheaffer MD, President
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Registration for the following events ...
GSP Members Free; GSP Non-Members $5
Held at GSP Office. Advance Registration

Required Due to Space Limitations
EMAIL to Register: info@genpa.org

Thursday — 9 May 2019 12:00 PM-2:00 PM
Bring Your Ancestor to Lunch

Note Change from Tuesdays

Led by Carol M. Sheaffer
Bring Your Lunch - Coffee and Dessert Provided

Thursday — 1 6May 2019 1:30 PM-3:00 PM
Special Interest Group
ROOTS FOCUS: Philadelphia Research
Note Change from Tuesdays
Led by Carol M. Sheaffer
Bring Your Lunch - Coffee and Dessert Provided

Saturday — 1 8VAY 2019 10:00 AM-11:30 AM

DNA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
DNA Discussion:
DNA Testing and Genealogical Research

Saturday — 1 8ay 2019 12:00 PM -2 : (PM
PRE-PRO SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

GSP's newest special interest group can help
you reach your goal of being a professional
genealogist or improve your research skills.
Bring Your Lunch - Coffee and Dessert Provided

Tuesday — 2 1IMay 2019 12:00 PM -2 : (PM
Bring Your Ancestor to Lunch
Topic: Unique Discoveries
Led by Carol M. Sheaffer
Bring Your Lunch - Coffee and Dessert Provided
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IN REMEMBRANCE AND MEMORIAM - DONN J. DEVINE, CG

Following his retirement and conveyance of emeritus status by The Board of Directors of The Genealogical
Society of Pennsylvania, an article entitled A Tribute to Donn J. Devine, CG: A Genealogical Life Well Lived
was published in our newsletter (October 2018). His extraordinary career which included publications,
lectures, awards, offices and board service in multiple organizations and, of course, careful, well-documented
research was outlined. Throughout his genealogical life, he proved over and over again, his value to the field
as a whole as well as to individuals with whom he shared his expertise, thus guiding their research.

It is with great sadness that the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania now announces the death of this
extraordinary man on 5 May 2019. We take some comfort, however, in having had the opportunity to know
and work with Donn, having benefited from his knowledge and experience and, certainly, from being able to
remember him as a valuable friend. Thank you, Donn, for having played such an important role in the life of
the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania.

Carol M. Sheaffer, President, the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
See Below: A Tribute to Donn J. Devine, CG: A Genealogical Life Well Lived.

A TRIBUTE TO DONN J. DEVINE, CG: A GENEALOGICAL LIFE WELL LIVED

When Donn J. Devine, genealogist, retired Brigadier General of The Delaware National Guard and Delaware
attorney, joined The Board of Directors of The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania in 2008, his status as an
expert genealogist was already well established and he was held in highest esteem by colleagues
everywhere. Certified as a genealogist in 1987 by The Board for Certification of Genealogists, he served as a
trustee on that Board (1992-2006). He subsequently became Archivist for The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington
in 1989.

Donn has been an active member of The Genealogical Speakers Guild, Sons of
the American Revolution, The Delaware Genealogical Society (former
President), Delaware Military Heritage and Educational Foundation (Board
Member Emeritus) and, of course, The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
(member, Board of Directors). In 2013, Donn was named a Fellow by The
National Genealogical Society and has received First Place awards for his
contributions to newspapers and journals by The International Society of Family
History Writers and Editors. Additionally, Donn is listed in Who's Who in America
and Who's Who in Genealogy and Heraldry. He has contributed numerous
articles to The American Genealogist, The NY Genealogical and Biographical
Record and The Delaware Genealogical Society Journal and has served as an
editorial advisory board member, as well as a contributor to The National Genealogical Society Quarterly. His
article, entitled “Thomas, John and Francis Baldwin Chester Co, PA” was published in The Pennsylvania
Genealogical Magazine, Vol 49 (2014), pages 102-118.

In recognition of his service to the genealogical community at large and specifically to The Genealogical
Society of Pennsylvania, The Officers and Directors of The Board, have voted to confer emeritus status. We
sincerely thank you, Donn, for including The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania in your genealogical career
and life.

Carol M. Sheaffer, President
The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
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So You Took A DNA TEsT. Now WHAT?

DNA testing for genealogical purposes has been growing by leaps and bounds for years. I’'m sure
that many of you reading this have either taken a DNA test yourself or know a family member who
has. Most of the major genealogy companies that have continued to be successful over the past two
decades can look at the sale of DNA testing kits as a major source of their net profits.

Like a lot of people, | decided to buy my first DNA test from Ancestry. Even though | may be using
examples from AncestryDNA in this article, if you took a test with a different company, this article will
still be relevant to you. When | received my DNA results a few years ago, | had no idea what to do
next. | wanted to supplement my traditional research with genetic genealogy, but biology was not my
strongest subject in school. Where do | even start?

Like most genealogists in a similar situation, | bought a book to learn about a new research topic.

The book IchosewasThe Family Tree Guide to DNADyBaméi ng an
Bettinger. It was, and it still is, an incredible help for a better understanding of the terminology, the

different types of tests available, and how the results of each test can be used in genealogical re-

search. | recommend it highly, and I'm looking forward to reading the revised 2™ edition coming out

this summer.

After doing a little reading on genetic genealogy and getting a handle on the basics, you should ex-
plore your results in detail. There are two main parts of your DNA results: your ethnicity estimate and
your matches. Each website will display them differently, and each provides extra tools, such as a
chromosome browser, to help you explore your results.

Despite what the commercials proclaim, the ethnicity estimate tells you the least amount of infor-
mation about your family’s history and ancestry. While the data is helpful in some circumstances, for
the vast majority of test takers those percentages and charts are nothing more than conversation
starters. The real value is in the DNA matches.

You probably will have hundreds, if not thousands, of matches. If any of your close family members
(parents, children, siblings, etc.) have tested with the same company, you will see their names at or
near the top of your match list. | say “near” the top because there is always the possibility, welcome
or not, of discovering a family secret. Be prepared for any number of delicate issues to come up.
While that type of discovery doesn’t happen to everyone, it does happen more often than you might
imagine.

| recommend having some sort of public tree linked to your DNA kit, no matter which website you
use. | understand the reluctance of some to “give away” all the research which they could have
spent decades compiling. However, if you want to reach out to cousin matches and vice versa, you

(Continued on pag
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will find that if you don’t have a tree or if you only have a private tree, fewer people will contact you.
If you don’t want to share your complete family tree, make a bare bones tree just for your DNA
matches. You don’t have to enter sources, collateral lines, etc., but if you give others some bread
crumbs, you might just find that cousin who has the family bible, or a photograph of your great-
grandmother that you have been searching for.

Before you dive head first into your match list (it’s all right if you did already), an important step is to
create research goals or specific research questions that you want answered. It is also important to
write out a research plan based on those goals or questions which you think you can accomplish or
answer with your DNA results. It sounds daunting, but don’t feel that you have to tackle a complex
problem if you are at the beginner stage.

While everyone’s goals and questions will be somewhat different, | think a really good next step to
deal with your matches is to group them. | like to keep most of my research on my computer, but
many people still prefer to use paper and that is fine. Most DNA websites have tools which can help
you group your matches. For example, AncestryDNA has recently added a feature entitled “New &
Improved DNA Matches,” which is still in beta. One of the options available with this feature allows
the user to create custom groups using their DNA matches. You can enable this new feature under
the “Extras” tab at the top of the screen and then click on “Ancestry Lab.” There you can enable or
disable the new features that are currently under beta testing.

The way | group my matches is either by MRCA (Most Recent Common Ancestor) or by surname. If
| can identify the most recent common ancestral couple, that is preferable. It is best to begin with the
matches most closely related to you. It depends on different factors, but generally, matches more
distantly related than 4" cousins should not be counted on as very helpful to your research.

If you use AncestryDNA, the “Common Ancestor” leaf hints on the DNA matches page are extremely
helpful. When you click on that phrase, you see another screen which shows you the most recent
common ancestral couple or ancestor you share with that particular DNA match. However, you need
to remember that these hints cannot be substituted for actual evidence and proof of this exact con-
nection. The hints are generated if you and a DNA match both have public trees, and at least one
common ancestor is found in both trees by Ancestry’s algorithms. If both you and your match have
incorrect trees with the same mistakes, then the hints might be incorrect, as well. So use this tool as
a clue, not as a statement of fact.

It is also a good idea to try to contact the DNA matches who you think might be able to shed light on
a relationship or possibly know something that you don’t. The sharing can go both ways. You might

(Continueé) on page
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have a nugget of information about their great-grandparents, for example, which you have known all
your life, but that same information might break down a brick wall for them.

| thought | would never find out anything about my Polish ancestors because that side of the family
was unknown to everyone living. The previous generation had put a stigma on our Polish ethnicity
and had hidden it from view. It wasn’t until | contacted a third cousin match on AncestryDNA, some-
one my family had never met nor heard of before, that the pieces started to fall into place. Because
of this connection, my mom and | have learned about underlying family feuds. | can now trace my
Polish lines back a few generations because | have more names, dates, and places to start with than
before.

If you have an older generation still alive and they are willing to test, encourage them to do so. Test-
ing the generation older than you gets you one step closer to the person you are researching. Your
parents and their siblings have segments of DNA that you won’t have. It is also important to think
about testing siblings, cousins, and other close relatives. They will also all have segments of DNA
which you don’t carry in your chromosomes. These different traits will help you find unknown cous-
ins. You may then be able to locate other ancestors and relatives more easily and with better accu-
racy.

If you are thinking about turning your love of genealogy into a career (and learn even more about
DNA research), you can join our Pre-Pro Genealogist Special Interest Group.

Joseph Roby — GSP Board Member/Copy Editor

-
THANK YO

I s w’ WIS V W iis Wil NI ki VY
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NEw UpPLOAD TO GSP WEBSITE

RECORDS OF THE BLOCKLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

53rd & Wyalusing Avenue
West Philadelphia

The Blockley Baptist Church of West Philadelphia was established in 1804 in an area that, at the time,
consisted largely of farmland. Eventually the area developed and a stone church was built on a
promontory between 32nd and 53rd Streets from Wyalusing Avenue toward Westminster Avenue. The
cemetery was adjacent. According to an article appearing in The Philadelphia Inquirer 11 October
1925, entitled, “Blockley Church Cemetery...Better Streets Cause,” the City Council decided the
streets in the area should be level and even with each other, not a part of the promontory. Thus the
surrounding streets were altered. This left the church and the cemetery even more elevated than
before. To quote the article “...by lowering the streets, many of the dead in the cemetery were on the
same level. Rain aggravated the situation....” As a result, in 1924, the cemetery was closed and those
interred moved to Mt. Zion Cemetery, 1400 Springfield Road, Collingdale, Delaware County,
Pennsylvania. The church continued thereafter.

GSP is pleased to announce that the Pastor’s Pocket Record Books V, VI, VII, VI, spanning 1914 to
1941 have been digitized and uploaded to our website. The records were compiled by the Rev. Dr.
John A. Hainer, the only minister at Blockley from 1914 into the 1940’s. Volumes with years are as
follows:

§ Blockley Baptist Church — Pastors Pocket Record Book V 1914-1919
§ Blockley Baptist Church — Pastors Pocket Record Book VI 1926

§ Blockley Baptist Church — Pastors Pocket Record Book VII 1927-1934
§ Blockley Baptist Church — Pastors Pocket Record Book VIII 1934-1941

Contained within each volume are baptisms, marriages, burials, membership records, and more.
Details added by the Pastor can provide the researcher with data, but also may lead one to other
sources for more details.

On 28 February 1928, for example, there is recorded the deaths of six members of the Armando
Mantici Family (parents and 4 children) as the result of a fire at their home near the church. The only
survivor was 7-year-old Albert, found by firemen in the house trying to open the bathroom door to save

(Continue@ on page
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Ceontimuednirem paoe ULSTER CONFERENCE SURNAME

a sibling. There seems to be little local EXCHANGE

newspaper coverage, but the story was At this year’s Ulster Conference on March 10" there
printed in newspapers in a variety of states was an added attraction. Each person had the

opportunity to complete an Irish Surname Exchange
Index Card and post it for that day with the hope that
another attendee might have information that would
be helpful.

throughout the country. Details mentioned
authorities having to delay questioning Albert
about any responsibility he might have had in
causing the fire as he was in a state of shock
and unable to speak. He was, by the way,
cleared.

Additionally, those who completed the cards could
also give permission to print the information in the
GSP Newsletter. The submitted queries will appear
A death entry was made in 1920 for one in the next several issues of the newsletter, minus
Wilfred Toland, shot to death. The the name of the s_ubmltter. Should reader_s wish to
contact the submitter, they may send their name and
email address to editor@genpa.org and your
information will be sent to the submitter who can
then contact the reader directly. Continued...

Philadelphia Inquirer did cover this story 20
July 1920 in an article entitled, “Watchman
Kills Man during Fight Attacked in Alleyway by
Stranger, Firer of Fatal Shot Declares.” The
article indicates Toland and a security guard
Christian Nicholson, hired by local residents
and businesses to monitor their properties,
ended up in an argument and fight. The issue 3. Connell, Scanlan, McLean, Curry, Kerrigan,
centered around Toland maintaining he was Mullholland, McCarron, Mastersqn, Colville,
not aware of Nicholson'’s role, challenging his Coldwell, Nyland, Taggert, McEvilley

1. Dwyer, Carmody

2.  Sheridan, Fingleton, Doherty(Donegal),
Campbell (Donegal), Reading, Dempsey

presence in the neighborhood, and refusing to 4. News

accept Nicholson’s explanation. Warning 5.  Thomas Sharp b. before 1699 d. 1749 Ulster

shots were fired and one killed Toland. He left Scot? Lived in Cecil Co., Maryland in 1700’s

a widow and 3 children. 6. George Higginson, son f Edward Higginson
and his wife Mary Blizzard Came to

There is much indeed to glean from this Philadelphia 1817

collection!

7. McCloskey/McCluskey, Harkins/Harkin,
McDermott, Cotter, Scannell, Spellacy

8.  Sample, McCaughey, McCahon, Smyth,
CarOI M. Sheaffer Gilmore, Kelso

9. Robert Lowry, Sarah White. John Lowry

10. John McMullen born Antrim 1820-1830,
immigrated to Philadelphia, settled in
Montgomery Co. Married Mary Elizabeth

5/10/2019 The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 8
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PUBLICATIONS

THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

or

PENNSYLVANIA.

Vol. XII MARCH, 1985. No. 3.

OBITS OF REVOLUTIONARY VETERANS FROM
THE FRANKLIN REPOSITORY AND THE
FRANKLIN TELEGRAPH AND DEMO-
CRATIC ADVERTISER, ETC.*
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OBITS OF REVOLUTIONARY VETERANS FROM
THE FRANKLIN REPOSITORY AND THE
FRANKLIN TELEGRAPH AND DEMO-
CRATIC ADVERTISER, ETC.*

CoNTRIBUTED BY Miss ANNA R, RUPLEY OF MERCERSBURG.

Wednesday, January &6, 1808, —100AN: ‘‘Frapkford, December 15—
Died suddenly, on Saturday evening last,{ at the honse of Mr, Brackett
Owens, Shelby County, ... General Benjamin Logan, at an advanced
age. He took an early and active part in our Revolutionary contest ...
was one of the first adventurers to Kentucky; and one of her most able
and zealous defenders; ., , principally on him, for a long time hung
the destinies of the country. . . . In his private character none excelled
him; of unimpeachable integrity and a nice sense of honor, he was sin-
cere in his professions of friendship, charitable and of unbounded hos-
pitality, . . . The legislature of Kentucky has passed a resolution for
the members to wear mourning in token of their respect for the memory
of the deceased.’’

August 17, 1808 —NEviLL: ‘‘Died at his seat on Montour’s Island, on
Friday last, the 20th of July, General John Nevill, aged 72 years; his
remains were interred the following day in the burial ground of this
Borough, General Neville spent his life from youth to old age in use-
ful industry and active bemevolence. He was a zealous patriot, a eup-
porter of rational liberty, and had a distinguished part in contending
for and establishing the Independence of our Country.’’—Pittsdurgh
Gazette.

December £3, 1808, —~RAMBEY: ‘‘Died at Charleston on the 24th ult,
Dr. Joseph Hall Ramsay in the 41st yr, of his age. At the close of the
revolutionary war, in which he served his country with credit as a junior
surgeon, he settled in Charleston, where by twenty yrs euccessful practice,
he established & sound medical reputation.’’—Philadelphia paper.

July 24, 1804 —MHaMiuron: ‘‘New York, July 13, Deaep Lamentation.
Died yesterday afterncom, at the home of William Bayard, Esq., af
Groenwich, General Hamilton of a wound which he received on the morn-
ing of the preceding day in a duel with Colonel Burr, . . . Never was
a death more sincerely and justly lamented, ... The General during
his short illness expressed his strong abhorrence of the practice of
duelling and has left in writing, it is said, his testimony against it;
he partook of the Holy Sacrament and died in the explicit profession
of his belief in the Christian religion. . ..

“Four of Mr, Hamilton's sons followed him to the grave. ... The
British frigate Boston, laying at anchor within the Hook, fired minute

* Published at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and on file at the news-
t}
paper office.

4 December 11, 1802,
(283)
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284 Obits of Revolutionary Veterans.
guns all yesterday and the French frigates off the Battery, had their
colours half mast, and also fired minute guns. . ., *’

Tuesday Morning, April 80, 1805.—CHAMBERS: ‘‘Departed this life,
on Thursday evening the 25th inst. at his dwelling at Loudon Forge,
Major General James Chambers, one of the associate judges of Franklin
Co. ...

May 7, 1805, ‘“Major General James Chambers was born June 25,
1742,* and was among the firat to espouse the cause of liberty in the
struggle for independence. . . .

‘“He was in several] severo actions, where he had an opportunity of
displaying his military skill to advantage. At the battle of Brandywine
he commanded an important division; and while in the exercise of his
duty received a ball in his side. . , .

‘‘He was warmly attached to the institution of Masonry . . . by his
measures was this Lodge first established; and by the unanimous voice
of the Grand Lodge he was appointed our master, in which capacity
he continued until December 1804, when with the greatest regret, we
assented to his regigmation,’’

March 25, 1806 —McCLENE: Died, on the 14th jinet, James MecLene,
Esq., at his farm in Antietam, Patriot, of '76.

April 89, 1806 —~McKinxg: Died, on the 20tk inst.,, at his farm pear
Mercersburg, Major Walter McKinnie.¢

August 14, 1882 - MCPHERSON : ‘‘Departed this life on the 24 inst. at
half past three o’clock P. M. William MecPherson, Esq. of this
borough § in the 76t yr, of his age. He joined the army in Col. Miles
Regt as an officer early in the epring of 1776, was taken prisoner in
the battle of Long Island and did not get exchanged till the summer of
1778. He was an upright, honest man and an useful citizen both
in church and state, He was for many years a ruling elder in Upper
Presbyterian congregation of Marsh Creek . . . & member of the Legis-
lature . . . left & widow and seven childrem. ... "’

September 18, 1828 —DUNCAN: ‘‘Departed this life at Huntingdon,
Pa., on Wednesday evening last, James Duncan in 75tk year. . . . During
his apprenticeship, age 18 or 19, he enlisted, with consent of his maaster,
into the regular army and served under the immediate command of Gen,
‘Washington during the greater part of the revolutiomary struggle . . .
in battles of Treaton, Princeton, Germantown and Bradywine. In the
last he received a wound.”’

* Eldest son of Colonel Benjamin Chambers, the founder of Chambers-
burg.

+ Captain in the Revolution,

$“Of this borough’’ would have been Chambersburg, but the Marsh
Creek Congregation places him in Adams County where the MePherson
name has been prominent sinee early times, The entry may have been
copied from another paper and authority not given,

5/10/2019 The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 11
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May %6, 1829, dacAw: ‘“Died in Meadville, at the home of his son
Jesse [ehould be William], Dr, William Magaw * aged 89 years, a soldier
of the Revolution.’’—The Franklin Eepository.

April £8, 1833.—BuLLER: Died, William Buller, a citizen of Phila-
delphia, and native of Chester County, Peunsylvania, in the 104th year
of his age. He served in the Revolution; applied for pemsion.

October 8, 1838 —JaMESON: ‘‘In the Seneca village, on the 18t ult.
Mary Jimeson, the White Woman, aged 91 years. She was taken captive
by the Indians in her childhood and in spite of all entreaty and per-
suasions, remained with them to the day of her death., A book giving an
account of her captivity and sufferings haa heretofore been published,’’

Apridl 7, 1849,.~8ourr: ‘“‘Died in Towamensing township, Carbon
County of this State, Mr. Paul Soult, a Revolutionary soldier, aged
81 yrs.”’—The Valley 8pirit, published in Chambersburg. Files in Cham-
bersburg Public Library.

June 16, 1849 —BARNEEISER: ‘‘On Saturday last, John Barnhiser, a
Revolutionary soldier, departed this life in the 106t year of his age, in
Quiney, Pennsylvania and was buried with the honors of war in the Union
grave-yard in this place on Wedneaday the 4td inst, If we mistake not
the deceased was the last survivor in this county, of those who fought
to gain the liberties we enjoy.’ '—Valley Spirit from Waynesboro Record.

May 6, 1836, —ALLIsoN: ‘‘Died: Major Robert Allison at his residence
in this place [Chambersburg], on the 21st ult, . . . The last officer of the
Revolution whose lot was cast among us, Homors of a military funeral,
He entered the army in 1775 as a private, was ensign in 1777; was later
lieutenant and adjutant in Colonel Thomas Hartley’s Regiment, Penn-
sylvania Line,’’—The Whig,

May 4, 1850.—BrOOKENS: ‘‘Died on the 27%,, in Shippensburg, Mr.
William Brookens, & hero of the Revolution, aged about 85 years.”’—
The Valley Spirit.

May 11, 1860 ~MiLLkR: ‘‘Djed: at the residence of his som, near
Fannettsburg in this county, on Monday the 15td ult,, Mr, Marfin Miller,
aged 96 years, The deceased served as a soldier in the Revolutionary
‘War and was present at the ever memorable surremnder of Lord Corn-
wallis, ’ ’—Ibid,

Janvary #4, 1858 —PIERPONT: ‘‘ Another Revolutionary Soldier Gone.
John Pierpont, a soldier of the Rovolution, died at North Haven, Con-
neecticut, on the 20t ult, at the advanced age of 91 years. Mr. Pierpont
served during the Revolutionary War as a gunner, and was leader of the
small party that placed & gun 80 as to bear on the British vessel in the
North River that was waiting to convey Major Andre after his visit to
Arnold, "’—Ibid.

* One of the physicians who attended Lafayette after Brandywine.
In 1824, when the Marquis made his tour of Pennsylvania, he recognized
Dr. Magaw as the purgeon who had dressed his wound. The war ended,
the latter followed his profession at Mercersburg, where he wae a town
eelebrity. The sonm, Jesse Magaw, mentioned in the obit, died in Mercers-
burg in September, 1823, He too was a physician and practised with his
father. After his death the father removed to Meadville to reside with
bis son, Willize Magaw, 3 Deper macafacturss,
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PENNSYLVANIA FEATURED COUNTY - BRADFORD COUNTY

Pennsylvania became a state December 12, 1787. There are 67 counties and 2561 municipalities.
Bradford County was established on February 21, 1810 from parts of Luzerne and Lycoming Counties.
The county seat is Towanda.

Prominent People: Phillip Van Doren Stern, Gregory LaCava, David Wilmot, Donald Guthrie, Red
Murray, Erwin Rudolph and Father Robert S. Smith

Microfilm copies of county records along with the tools to help research county records are available at
the Pennsylvania State Archives - PHMC > Archives > Research Online > County and Municipal
Records (under Genealogy)

Finding Family and Historical Records in Bradford County

I. Register of Wills: http://bradfordcountypa.org/register-recorder/

Il. Bradford County Vital Records: http://vitalrec.com/pacounties2.html#Bradford

lll. Family Search Wiki on Bradford County: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Bradford_County, Pennsylvania_Genealogy

IV. Bradford County Historical Society: http://www.bradfordhistory.com/

V. Bradford County Library- Local History and Genealogy Resources: http://
www.bradfordcountylibrary.org/about-us/local-history/

VILHi story of Bradford County, P e n nby Menry @. Bradsby {freet h b i o
eBook): https://archive.org/details/historyofbradforO0brad/page/n6

VILI ' lustrated History of BVanlkA.Hadich (frseceBomlg:tip€/obunt vy, P
archive.org/details/illustratedhistoO0Ohatc

VIILPi oneer and Patriot Families ofl 80b§ClefmentrFdHevedyu nt vy,
(free eBook): https://books.google.com/books?id=YsPZeLrjLAQC&dq

IV. Chronology of Pennsylvania Counties: http://buckscountyhistory.com/chronological.htm

X. Pennsylvania Resource Guides: https://genpa.org/public-%20collections/pennsylvania-%20resources/
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DNA CORNER

Our DNA Special Interest Group is continuing to grow, with five new members in April. As usual, we had
lively discussions and were able to help members with questions or issues they had regarding DNA
testing and all that goes along with it.

Brief Recap of the April DNA Special Interest Group:

Some members offered suggestions on how to deal with those DNA matches who don’t
respond to your messages or emails.

There was a question about Y-DNA results and if someone could help explain the “Genetic
Distance” column.

We talked more about the benefits of Y-DNA testing, including how and why women should
consider finding a male relative to test for them.

A possible glitch with MyHeritage and their Shared Matches tool and/or Chromosome Browser
was demonstrated. Everyone worked together to try to find a solution.

The What Are the Odds (WATO) tool on DNAPainter.com was shown to the group. Many
members seemed very excited to try it out to help them work through their difficult DNA
cases. The tool is extremely helpful if you have an adoption, donor conceived, or
misattributed parental case.

Joseph Roby — GSP Board Member, Copy Editor
Valerie-Anne Lutz — Secretary, GSP Executive Board

X
Q&A

Do you have questions about Pennsylvania

genealogy? We have answers! For

example, we can answer questions such as

“Where\How can | find marriage license
Briefly share amusing, touching, records?” or “When did Pennsylvania start
unusual, interesting or tragic stories recording birth certificates?” We'll feature
you have unearthed in your family the question and answer in the newsletter.
research -Submit your story in plain Submit your questions (not family specific
text to editor@genpa.org research) to: editor@genpa.org
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PREPRO SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

As with the DNA group, Pre-Pro is also growing. We continue to welcome new members. The
group is half discussion and half study group. We have been using Thomas Jones'sMa st er i ng
Geneal ogi asadrtext nthe last meeting we discussed everything from educational plans

and local courses to research questions and the differences between original and derivative
records.

Our next assignment is to read and complete Chapters 3and4inJones'sMa st eri ng Geneal
P r o B you are considering making a career move to professional genealogy, | think you will find
this group helpful and fun at the same time.

Joseph Roby — GSP Board Member, Copy Editor

X
EXPLORING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY

Whether just beginning your research or revisiting and updating previous research, this 4 session series
will help you find your ancestors.

Speaker: Nancy C. Nelson
Vice President, The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
Chair, GSP First Families of Pennsylvania Program

The course is four consecutive Sunday sessions, 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Limited
to 15 registrants, registration is for all 4 sessions. Members receive discount

pricing.

1. July 21, 2019 Location: The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
2. July 28,2019 2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111

3. August 4, 2019 Philadelphia, PA 19116

4. August 11, 2019 267.686.2296
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GSP has a number of volunteer opportunities at home, in the office or on location.
E-mail at info@genpa.org or editor@genpa.org or call the office at 267-686-2296
Newsletter: Nancy Janyszeski, Carol M. Sheaffer and Joseph Roby, Angie Indik—Copy Editors

GSP EXEcuTIVE BOARD

President: Carol M. Sheaffer MD ~ Vice-President: Nancy C Nelson ~ 2nd Vice President: Angie Indik
Secretary: Valerie-Anne Lutz ~ Treasurer: Nancy Janyszeski

GSP BoARD

Doug Mondel ~ Deborah Coombe ~ Norman Douglas Nicol, PhD
Jane Benner ~ Frank Straup ~ Joseph Roby

X

GSP RESEARCH
GSP does not offer phone consultations. We require that all research requests be in writing. Request

Form — PDF Document
Check the Research page on our website for additional information. https://genpa.org/research/

E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org
The GSP Pennsylvania Resource Guides can help answer where to find great Pennsylvania

research sources.
https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/
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The Genealoglcal Soc:|ety of Pennsylvanla
2100 Byberry Road—Suite 111

Philadelphia PA 19116 267.686.2296
editor@genpa.org JOIN GSP
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