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THE IMAGE OF GOD



Genesis 1:26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”



Genesis 1:27–30

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed 
them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And 
to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath 
of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.



Psalm 8

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You 
have set your glory above the heavens. Out of the mouth of 
babies and infants, you have established strength because of your 
foes, to still the enemy and the avenger. When I look at your 
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him? Yet you have made 
him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with 
glory and honor. You have given him dominion over the works of 
your hands; you have put all things under his feet, all sheep and 
oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and 
the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. O 
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!



Humanity is God’s imager in their 
vocation to reign over the creation. Jesus 

is the preeminent imager of God who 
makes it possible for humans to become 
“sons of God” (i.e., restores the image).



THE GARDEN OF EDEN



Eden is God’s “home office”



Ezekiel 28:13–14

You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious 
stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and 
diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, emerald, 
and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your settings 
and your engravings. On the day that you were 
created they were prepared. You were an anointed 
guardian cherub. I placed you; you were on the holy 
mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire 
you walked. 



TWO COUNCILS, ONE DESTINY



The idea behind the image of God is 
that it was God’s plan to have humanity 

participate in his divine council in 
running the creation.  



JESUS IS THE PREEMINENT IMAGER



Hebrews 1:1–4ff

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 
he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory 
of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited 
is more excellent than theirs.



Colossians 1:15–16

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation. For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him.



FUTURE ROYALTY



Ephesians 1:20–23

that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the one to come. And 
he put all things under his feet and gave him as head 
over all things to the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.



1 Corinthians 6:3

Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How 
much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!



Revelation 2:25–28

Only hold fast what you have until I come. The one who 
conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I 
will give authority over the nations, and he will rule 
them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are 
broken in pieces, even as I myself have received 
authority from my Father. And I will give him the 
morning star. 



Revelation 3:20–21

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 
and eat with him, and he with me. The one who 
conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my 
throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my 
Father on his throne.



The role of humanity as God’s image bearers is to be 
a part of God’s divine council in carrying out the 
proper administration of the creation. In being 

united with Christ, that which was lost has been 
restored. We who were once subject to the powers of 

evil now rule over them. 



John 1:11–13

He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.


