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THE DIVINE COUNCIL



The Bible says God has a task force of 
divine beings who carry out his 

decisions. It’s referred to as God’s 
assembly, council, or court.



1 Kings 22:19–23

And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw 
the Lord sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing beside him on his right hand and on his left; and the 
Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at 
Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said one thing, and another said 
another. Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord, 
saying, ‘I will entice him.’ And the Lord said to him, ‘By what 
means?’ And he said, ‘I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in 
the mouth of all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You are to entice 
him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.’ Now therefore 
behold, the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these 
your prophets; the Lord has declared disaster for you.”



Psalm 81

God has taken his place in the divine council;  in the midst of 
the gods he holds judgment:  “How long will you judge 
unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Give justice to the 
weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted 
and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver 
them from the hand of the wicked.” They have neither 
knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; 
all the foundations of the earth are shaken. I said, “You are 
gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; nevertheless, like men 
you shall die, and fall like any prince.” Arise, O God, judge the 
earth; for you shall inherit all the nations! 



Psalm 89:5–7

Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, your 
faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones 
(qedoshim)! For who in the skies can be compared to 
the Lord? Who among the heavenly beings (elim) is 
like the Lord, a God greatly to be feared in the 
council of the holy ones, and awesome above all who 
are around him?



Daniel 7:10

A stream of fire issued and came out from before 
him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the 
court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.



Psalm 29:1

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings (bene elim), 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength



Psalm 95:3

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all 
gods  (elohim)



Psalm 148:1–5

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
praise him in the heights! Praise him, all his angels; 
praise him, all his hosts! Praise him, sun and moon, 
praise him, all you shining stars! Praise him, you 
highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord! For he 
commanded and they were created.



Psalm 97:9

For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; you 
are exalted far above all gods (elohim).



Job 1:6

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also 
came among them.



COUNCIL STRUCTURE AND BUSINESS



The divine council is like the extended 
family of king assigned to reign over 

the empire. 



Psalm 82

God has taken his place in the divine council;  in the midst of 
the gods he holds judgment:  “How long will you judge 
unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Give justice to the 
weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted 
and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver 
them from the hand of the wicked.” They have neither 
knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; 
all the foundations of the earth are shaken. I said, “You are 
gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; nevertheless, like men 
you shall die, and fall like any prince.” Arise, O God, judge the 
earth; for you shall inherit all the nations! 



Genesis 1:16–18

And God made the two great lights—the greater light 
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—
and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of 
the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 



The Bible says God has a task force of divine 
beings who carry out his decisions. It’s referred 

to as God’s assembly, council, or court.


