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   Lent is a time of repentance and turning to God, 
and this year I’ve focused my Lenten journey on the 
cross. During Holy Week, we have a Maundy Thurs-
day service in which we sing songs of the cross and 
read scriptures of the passion of Jesus, extinguishing 
candles one by one so that it gets darker and darker. 
Before I ever scheduled the first such service at the 
first church I served, I sat in the sanctuary on some 
evenings to gauge the amount of light that would be 
left when all the candles were out. It seemed just 
right. What I didn’t factor in was that it would be 
overcast and rainy the day of the service, and so it 
became pitch dark in the sanctuary. Over the years, 
I’ve heard a number of people say what a deeply 
moving service these remembrances of the cross are. 
But for many people, the leap from Palm Sunday to 
Easter doesn’t include a stop at the cross, going from 
“Hosanna!” to “Alleluia” and skipping the darkness 
altogether. I wanted to spend more time at the cross 
this year, because I want people to ponder the mov-
ing and touching things that Jesus said.  
   Jesus spoke seven times from the cross. We call 
them the seven “words” or  “sayings” of Jesus, and 
he spoke both to people and to God, heard by friend 
and enemy alike.  
   As Jesus was dying on the cross, the first words he 
spoke were a prayer: “Father, forgive them: for they 
know not what they do.” Prayer is talking to God, 
and that’s what Jesus did. It shouldn’t surprise us 
that’s what Jesus did. He often prayed: on the moun-
tain, in the crowds, with the disciples at their final 
meal, in the garden. Many people who have not oth-
erwise prayed much, if at all, pray in their death agony 
so it should seem natural to us that one whose life 
was so in touch with speaking to God prayed on the 
cross. As difficult as it may have been for us, it 
should not surprise us, either, that one who preached 
love of enemies, prayed for those we would consider 
his enemies. 
   The second word was an answer to prayer. A dying 
criminal acknowledged his sin, and said, “Jesus, re-
member me when you come into your kingdom.” 
Jesus, took some of his last breaths to comfort the 
man and answer his prayer, saying, “Truly, I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.” No one else 
in all the gospels addresses Jesus directly by name 
without some sort of other modifier. They call him 
“Jesus, Son of God,” or “Jesus of Nazareth,” or they 
call him “Master.” Peter doesn’t call his friend just 
“Jesus,” nor do James or John or Mary Magdalene. 
The first person in the gospels to speak so familiarly 
and intimately to Jesus as to address him simply by 
his name is also the last person on earth to speak to 
Jesus before he dies. We’ve been using that same fa-
miliarity and lifting that same prayer to Jesus each 
week during Lent as the choir sings the processional 
hymn, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.”  

   Mary remained faithful to Jesus at the end, as did the 
Beloved Disciple. Jesus directed his third word to them 
(and us), saying, “Woman, here is you son,” and then, 
“Here is your mother.” The Bible tells us, “And from that 
hour the disciple took her into his own home.” Jesus as-
sured care for his mother, but also created a new relation-
ship. Those who have the great privilege of becoming dis-
ciples of Jesus become his family. As we sang that third 
Sunday in Lent, “The church’s one foundation is Jesus 
Christ her Lord./She is his new creation by water and the 
word./From heaven he came and sought her to be his ho-
ly bride./With his own blood he bought her, and for her 
life he died.”  
   “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” is both 
a prayer and a scripture, as Jesus quoted from Psalm 22. It 
is a cry of dereliction, but it is also hopeful, in that Jesus 
prays to God and also alludes to the triumph foretold by 
the end of the psalm. This is the only time in all the gos-
pels that Jesus prays and doesn’t address his “Father,” but 
directs his prayer to “God.”  
   This coming Sunday we’ll consider two of the sayings, “I 
thirst” and “It is finished.”  
   On April 10, Palm/Passion Sunday, we’ll wave our 
palms and shout Hosanna, we’ll celebrate the Last Supper 
and we’ll ponder the seventh word of Jesus from the 
cross, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” I’d 
encourage all of you to join our Maundy Thursday service, 
at 7 p.m. April 14. Let the hymns of the cross wash over 
you. Let the scriptures of the Passion of Jesus move you, 
and hear again those seven last words of Jesus. We’ve 
been sitting in the darkness for a good while now, with 
war and violence, disease and death all around us.  
   May our joy be all the more complete when we celebrate 
the resurrection. 
   God bless you! 

 

Monte 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  
You Shall Be Called Repairers of the Breach (Isaiah 58) 

 

The Offering One Great Hour of Sharing, re-
ceived during the season of Lent makes a dif-
ference in the world through three impactful 
programs:  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-

Development of People.   
    From initial disaster response to ongoing community 
development, their work fits together to provide people 
with safety, sustenance, and hope. 
      What started as an hour-long radio appeal in 1949 has 
evolved over the years, varying from eight to 29 participat-
ing denominations, and has become the most participated-
in Offering in the PC(USA). Today, projects supported by 
One Great Hour of Sharing are underway in more than 100 
countries. 
     On Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022, we will receive the 
offering for One Great Hour of Sharing.  Thank you for your 
longtime support of this offering, as together we are shar-
ing hope that is a witness to God’s love for all creation. 
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02   Peggy White 
02   Elizabeth Mestrovic 
03   Richard Kissinger 
03   Hester Thacker 
05   Charles McNeel 
07   David Trader 
07   Brian Rucker 
07   Kate Sniadowski 
07   Julie Sniadowski 
07   Hutter Ragland 
09   Nancy Hageman 
09   Billy Richmond, Jr. 
10   Barbara Yurick 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

April 3 - Fifth Sunday in Lent: Read John 12:1-8 John’s 
gospel makes sure we do not misinterpret Judas’ thinly 
veiled concern for the poor. John lets us know, in no uncer-
tain terms, that Judas puts his faith in money and not in 
things of God. Can you imagine Judas’ red face and angry, 
tense tone as he asks, “Why was this perfume wasted and 
the money not given to the poor?” From a purely 
practical perspective, Judas was right. What was Jesus’ 
message concerning the anointing with oil?  
 

April 10 - Palm/Passion Sunday: Read Psalm 118:-1-2, 
14-24 Palm Sunday is all about praise. Psalm 118, verse 21 
says, “I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have 
become my salvation.” But Psalm 22:3-5 takes this a bit 
further, saying, “But you are holy, O you that inhabit the 
praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in you: they trusted, 
and you did deliver them” (KJV). God deserves praise in 
the here and now. Why might some say it’s hypocritical or 
foolish to praise God in times of trouble? 

April 3 
Josh5:9-12 and Ps. 32; 2 

Cor. 5:16-21;  
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 
April 10 

Palm Sunday 
Palms: Luke 19:28-40 
and Ps. 118:1-2, 19-29 

Passion: Isa. 50:4-9a and 
Ps. 31:9-16; 
Phil. 2:5-11;  

Luke 22:14-23:56 or 
Luke 23:1-49 

April 17 
Easter Sunday 

Acts 10:34-43 or Isa. 65:17-
25 and Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24;  

1 Cor. 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34
-43; Luke 24:1-12 or John 

20:1-18; 
 

Easter Evening:  
Isa. 25:6-9 and Ps. 114; 

1 Cor. 5:6b-8;  
Luke 24:13-49 

 

April 24 
Acts 5:27-32 and Ps. 118:14-

29 or Ps. 150 or  
2 Kgs. 7:1-16 and Ps. 2; Rev. 

1:4-8; John 20:19-31 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial 
Gifts 

--In Memory of Charles ”Chucker” Lucas: 
by Mr. James E. Songer,  Ms. Nancy Keatley, 
Mrs. Barbara Daniel, Mr. William Haslam, Ms. 

Susan Shaffer, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Akers, Mr. & Mrs. Ray 
Richmond, Mr. Rondal Shrewsbury.   

--In Memory of  Martha Rucker: by Mr. & Mrs. Daniel 
Akers, Mr. James E. Songer 
--In Memory of Jimmy Ellenbogen: by Mr. William 
Haslam 

11   Emily Pettry 
11   Carolyn Moore 
13   Kristin Mullins 
14   Gerry Sigmund 
16   Rachel McNeel 
19   Darlene McNeel 
23   Richie Turschmann 
23   Betty S. Wilson 
25   Roberta Brock  
28   Rita Johnson 
28   Frank Meadows 
28   Rich Patterson 
30   Susan Pietrantozzi 

April 17- Easter Sunday: Read Luke 24:1-12 In the passage 
from Luke 24, the angels ask the women, “Why do you look 
for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” 
For the women, the angels, and us, “it’s a matter of life and 
death.” When we use this idiom, it normally means something 
is very important. Why do you think the disciples “did not be-

lieve the women” and that “their words seemed to them 
like nonsense” in spite of everything Jesus had told 
them?  
 

April 24 – Second Sunday of Easter: Read Acts 5:27-32 
In Acts 5, Peter and the apostles have taken up the mis-

sion Christ gives to them at the Ascension, when he says in 
Mark 16, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to 
all creation.” When questioned, Peter says, “And we are wit-
nesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey him.” Peter can only speak the truth 
about what he has seen. How can we do likewise?  

EASTER FLOWER ORDER 
If you would like to place a tulip in Memory or 
Honor of someone, please fill out the form 
and return to the office by April 10th.  

The Presbyterian Women’s luncheon will be 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, April 14th at the Black Knight.  Please con-
tact Valerie Hartling for more information at  
(304)255-1030.   

GRADUATES WANTED 
If you know someone graduating this year 
and you would like to honor them in an up-
coming Pipe Line, please email the church 

office at office@beckleypres.org with the information.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
 

Please plan to attend the church’s Maundy 
Thursday service at 7 p.m. April 14. The 
form of service is called Tenebrae, which is 
Latin for “darkness.” We’ll sing hymns of 
the cross and read scriptures about the Pas-
sion, and remember the Last Supper. Along 

the way, we’ll snuff out candles so it grows gradually 
darker, signifying the darkness of sin and the apparent 
victory of evil during the crucifixion. The service ends 
with the slamming shut of the Bible, which signifies the 
stone rolling in place to seal the tomb. This is a deeply 
moving service of reflection and reverence as we prepare 
our hearts for Easter. 


