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 Tenebrae Service 

Beckley Presbyterian Church 

7 p.m. Thursday, April 14, 2022 

                                                                                    

Welcome and Intro 

 The service of worship tonight is taken from an early Christian 

service called Tenebrae. The name Tenebrae is the Latin word for 

"darkness" or "shadows." Tonight we will hear the story of the Pas-

sion of Jesus, read in the King James Version, and sing hymns of the 

cross. We'll hear the seven last words of Jesus from the cross. The 

seven candles will be extinguished one by one, until only the Christ 

candle remains. As it gets darker and darker we can reflect on the 

great emotional and physical pain that was very real for Jesus that 

evening. Toward the end of the service, the Christ candle is hidden, 

typifying the apparent victory of the forces of evil over good. The end 

of the service will be a loud noise, made by the Bible slamming shut. 

That will signify the rolling of the stone to close the tomb. There'll be 

no prayer after that and no hymn. When you hear the stone seal the 

tomb, it is time to leave this service in silence and wait in hope for the 

resurrection.  

Hymn 228, vv. 1-4                                     Were You There ?

                                                         

Reading                                                                   Isaiah 53:3-5 

  

Hymn 215  (vv.1-3)            What Wondrous Love Is This 

                                                   

Reading                                        Matthew 26:20-25, 31-35  

                                                             

Hymn 836                                                             Abide With Me 

 

Reading                                                                     John 14:1-7 

 

Hymn 216                              Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

 

Reading                                                                   Mark 14:22-2 

 

Prayer 

 

Last Supper 

                                                                                        



Reading                                                                Mark 14:32-42 

  

Reading                                                                Mark 14:43-50 

 

Hymn (bulletin page 3)       Are You Washed in the Blood? 

                                                            

Reading                                                Mark 14:66-72, 15:1-1 

                                                                  

Hymn 223              When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

Reading                                                                Mark 15:16-20 

 

Hymn 221                           O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

 

Reading                                                                Mark 15:21-30 

 

Hymn (bulletin page 4)                       The Old Rugged Cross 

                                          

Stripping of the altar 

 

Reading                                                                 John 19:38-42 

 

Departure in Silence  

 
 
 
 

Stripping of the church 

    The final act of the service is the stripping of the Sanctuary.  This is 
done in silence.  The stark, bare, unadorned church now reflects Jesus’ 
abandonment during the night in Gethsemane.  The slamming shut of 
the Bible signifies the stone rolling into place to seal the tomb.  
When you hear that, you are asked to depart in silence and wait in 
anticipation of the joy of the resurrection. 
     
 

 
Thank you to our lay readers 

to those who prepared our communion elements;  
and to our Nursery Assistant. 

 



 
 




