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   I sat down the other day and jotted down a list I 
titled “Good Stuff.” It had to do with ways people 
were living out their faith through the church. I start-
ed with the nursery workers and those who lead our 
Time with Young Disciples, who treat our smallest 
ones so kindly. There are the lay readers, who over-
come nervousness to perform a sacred task. There’s 
the music program that fills the sanctuary with beau-
ty. The church offers space for Alcoholics Anony-
mous. A woman there told me it had saved her life. 
The entire street-level floor of the Education Build-
ing is home to two related non-profit agencies: The 
Hive offers technical and advisory help to people try-
ing to start a business, and its sister Country Roads 
Angel Network offers seed money for startups. A 
team from the church works regularly to cook and 
serve food at The Carpenter’s Corner, which was 
founded by Beckley Presbyterian Church. Volunteers 
from the church work at Helping Hands to stock 
food and organize clothing, while others work at 
Hospice, which was also founded through Beckley 
Presbyterian Church. Sunday School has continued to 
meet online throughout the pandemic. The quilters 
group makes lovely keepsakes that become treasured 
symbols of caring and connection. People swarmed 
the Christmas tree to grab tags for items to donate to 
the Women’s Resource Center, and then kept bring-
ing more goods, and an effort to continue that sup-
port year-round is ongoing. Sarah Mullins, our intern 
at West Virginia Tech, went on campus and passed 
out homemade bread baked and blessed by church 
members, and later distributed care packages for for-
eign students, and that type of effort is continuing 
this semester. People gave generously to help feed 
Afghan refugees. The church will be hosting the 
more than 100 churches of the Presbytery of West 
Virginia for a Presbytery meeting in May. Nancy Kis-
singer just completed a term as moderator of the 
Presbytery, which is a high honor. Many of you ex-
press concern privately and lovingly for those who 
have faced tragedy and difficult times. Our 
livestream, which was built from scratch and operat-
ed by people who mastered a learning curve, typically 
has about 20 or so folks on it worshipping live on 
Sunday morning, meaning there are about 20 more 
souls worshipping together than you can see if you’re 
in the sanctuary, and that number increases more 
than five-fold by the end of the day and continues to 
climb. People join in worship both locally and in oth-
er states, including those for whom the livestream is a 
weekly homecoming. The radio program shares the 
gospel, music and prayers at 7 p.m. every Sunday on 
WJLS, 99.5 FM.  
   A danger with lists is that it’s easy to leave some-
thing or someone off, and my apologies if there is 
something you can think of that I haven’t listed. And, 
of course, faith isn’t just a list of activities. A list 
doesn’t capture the joy and smiles, the warmth and 

grace of people reaching out to others and living out faith. 
   And you know, as well as I do, how difficult these past 
two years now have been because of things beyond our 
control. Two whole years now: March 15, 2020, was the 
first Sunday we couldn’t be together in person and so wor-
shipped together online. We’ve tried to do the best we can 
to cope with all that, and character has been revealed for 
good and for bad, sometimes as if these challenges were 
unique to us here. You can look around you and make a 
list titled “Bad Stuff,” and sometimes that can be harmful. 
But sometimes it can be helpful in deciding how to live 
and do better.  
   Lent is a time for us to do a little of that. We can look at 
the Bad Stuff in our lives for a change, instead of focusing 
on the Bad Stuff in the lives of other people. We’re called 
to repent and believe the gospel, to turn toward God and 
away from all evil. That turning toward God, that repent-
ing, is not a one-time thing or even a one-season thing, 
but is a continual way of life for those called to be follow-
ers of Jesus.  
   This season can be a time for us to examine ourselves 
personally and as part of a church family, and make that 
turn yet again to God, repenting and believing the gospel. 
In some ways, it’s a time to examine who we want to be, 
both individually and as part of our greater relationships 
and connections, including the church, which needs to 
figure out again, as we are called to do again and again, 
just who we are and where we’re going, this time as we’ve 
emerged from some challenges. But I’ve put forward a list 
of “Good Stuff” as a reminder that joy and service have 
continued in times of challenge. God’s blessings have 
been extended to you, and through you to others. There is 
hope and joy and love and mercy in fellowship and  
service.  
   Repent and believe the gospel! 
   God bless you! 
 

Monte 

    

SUNDAY LENT  
SERVICES 

 

    Our Sunday worship services during 
Lent will include a sermon series, “The 
Seven Last Words of Jesus from the 
Cross.” It’ll go like this: 
 

Sunday, March 6, “Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 
 

Sunday, March 13, “Verily, I say unto thee, Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 
 

Sunday, March 20, “Woman, behold thy son! Then saith 
he to the disciple Behold thy mother!” (John 19: 25-27) 
 

Sunday, March 27, “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) 
 

Sunday, April 3, “I thirst,” and “It is finished.” (John 
19:28, 30) 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10, “Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46) 
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05    Jacob Van Meter 
07    Joy Bailey 
08    Patricia A. Lester 
08    Ross Hageman 
09    Judy Harrah 
11    Matt DiGiulian 
12    Kevin Morris 
12    Mallory Mann 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

March 6 – First Sunday in Lent: Read Luke 4:1-13 As 
we journey through this season of Lent, Luke’s account 
of the Temptations of Jesus shows us that God will “test” 
us before God can use us for his purposes. Hear the 
words of the hymn “When We Are Tested” by Ruth 
Duck. When we are tempted to barter our souls, trading 
the truth for the power to control, teach us to wor-
ship and praise only you, seeking your will in the 
work that we do. What ways is God testing you?  
 
March 13 – Second Sunday in Lent: Read Luke 
13:31-35 In the scripture reading, you will see the theme 
of rejection. Many have been given the choice to seek 
God’s kingdom, but have turned their back on this offer. 
But the good news is that God has limitless patience! 
God will wait for you to accept or refuse God’s offer of 
love through Jesus Christ.  

March 6 
Deut. 26:1-11  

and Ps. 91:1-2, 9-16; 
Rom 10:8b-13;  

Luke 4:1-13 
 

March 13 
Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18  

and Ps. 27; 
Phil. 3:17-4:1:  
Luke13:31-35 

March 20 

Isa. 55:1-9  
and Ps. 63; 1-8;  
1Cor. 10:1-13; 
Luke 13:1-9 

 
March 27 

Josh. 5:9-12  
and Ps. 32;  

2Cor. 5:16-21; 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial 
Gifts 

 

--In Memory of Charles ”Chucker” Lucas: 
by Ms. Harriet Jones, Ms. Ann Harkins, Ms. 

Nancy Estep 
 

--In Memory of William Hartling: by Randal Robert-
son 
 

--In Memory of Katherine E. Anderson: by Ms. Har-
riet Jones, Mr. & Mrs. Ray Richmond 
 

--In Memory of Judy Hart: by Ms. Susan Shaffer, Mr. 
James E. Songer 
 

--In Memory of  Gale Trader: by Mrs. Nancy Estep 

17    Pat Rucker 
19    Lynne Clowers 
19    Debbie Goodson 
26    Kedric Branford 
29    Jennifer Sutphin 
31    Paula Wykle 
31    Brandon Williams 

March 20 – Third Sunday in Lent It’s A Beautiful Day in 
the Neighborhood! March 20 is Fred Rogers’ birthday, 
and the PC(USA) has designated it as Mr. Rogers Day. 
Take a moment to reflect on the principals that Fred Rog-
ers exhibited throughout his life. He welcomed the little 
children and taught forgiveness and the power of kind-

ness, as well as the importance of unconditional 
love and empathy and to love your neighbor as 
yourself. Happy Birthday, Fred! 
 
March 27 – Fourth Sunday in Lent: Luke 15:1-3 
The well-know parable of the Lost Sheep is a para-

ble of joy. How joyful we are when something we’ve lost 
is found. God’s love for us is a rejoicing love. When we 
are lost, we feel the comfort of knowing God welcomes us 
with open arms. Search for someone who may have gone 
astray from your church family and welcome them with 
open arms.  

 

 

SPRING FORWARD 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME  
starts  

Sunday, March 13th.   
Remember to turn your clocks forward  

Saturday night, March 12th. 

              Presbytery of West Virginia 

       Festival of  Faith 
GOD SPEAKS IN THE CHAOS 
            Saturday, April 2, 2022 
 First Presbyterian Church, Charleston 

                             9:30 a.m.-3:45 p.m. 
                       Keynote:  “Just Creation: 
                Shalom for our Common Home” 
                                             WITH 

                      WILLIAM P. BROWN,  
               William Marcellus McPheeters Professor of  
            Old Testament Columbia Theological Seminary 

 
In the face of mounting climate catastrophes and travesties of 
justice, the biblical creation texts speak anew, equipping the 
church to be the beloved community for the biotic communi-
ty.  

 
MASKS WILL BE REQUIRED, EXCEPT WHEN EATING 
 

Some of the Festival of Faith Workshops: 
• The Tempest of Life: job and the Comforting Chaos 
• Let’s Talk Incorporation 
• Changes that Demand Quiet Courage 
• The Moral Lessons of Star Trek 
• Worshipping through Media 
• Clerks of Session/Session Records Review 
• Pilgrimage on the Appalachian Trail 
• Church Treasures 
• Festival of Faith Choir 
• AND MORE… 
 
Complete workshop and registration information can be 

found at www.wvpresbytery.org 


