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   There have been a few people on my heart and 
mind who are dealing with health issues. You know 
them, but not all of you know the specifics of what 
is happening. Some folks are at ease sharing their 
medical concerns, and some prefer to be more pri-
vate.  
   James, who tradition says was the brother of Je-
sus and a leader in the early church, tells us that no 
one should be alone in suffering, that none of this is 
someone else’s problem, but that we share the joys 
and burdens of others. 
   “Are any among you suffering? They should 
pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 
praise. Are any among you sick? They should call 
for the elders of the church and have them pray 
over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 
the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and 
the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess 
your sins to one another, and pray for one another, 
so that you may be healed. The prayer of the right-
eous is powerful and effective.” (James 5: 13-16) 
   “Are any among you sick?” James asks. 
   It is an interesting word here that we translate as 
sick: in Greek, it is ἀσθενέω,v  \{as-then-eh'-o}. It 
means to be weak or feeble, to be without strength, 
to be powerless, or to be needy or poor. Yes, it may 
also mean to be physically sick, but it’s primary 
meaning is to be weak or feeble, to be without 
strength, to be powerless. 
   What James is saying, in asking the elders of the 
church to minister to their weak brother or sister, is 
the same call we hear each week as we depart from 
the service that we “comfort the weak, uplift the 
weary and help the downtrodden.” 
   So James asks if any among them are weak or 
without strength, sick, and he says that if anyone 
feels that way they should call for the elders of the 
church to “pray over them, anointing them with oil 
in the name of the Lord,” and he says, “The prayer 
of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 
them up…” (James 5:14-15) 
   Here we have a different Greek word that is used 
for sick: κάμνω,v  \{kam'-no}, and it means to grow 
weary or to be sick. 
   James literally says, “And the prayer of faith shall 
save the weary one.” 
   Many are exhausted mentally, physically, emo-
tionally, and James calls for the church to embrace 
them, to anoint them with oil, to pray over them so 
that the prayer of faith will save the weary one and 
the Lord will raise them up. There are always needs 
and concerns that have not been voiced aloud, and 
we should treat each person we encounter as if that 
person is in need of help and healing and encour-
agement.  
   This passage from James is sometimes misread as 
a prescription, a way to follow a formula for what 
to specifically do when someone is sick: that 
anointing someone with oil and praying for them 
will save everyone from a fatal disease if you only 
follow the procedure. James wasn’t a foolish person 

and neither were the people to whom he was writing. He 
knew, as they did, that people got sick and sometimes 
didn't get better. He knew that believers died. It is a dan-
ger to our faith if we believe that if only we pray with 
enough faith, that healing for the sick is guaranteed. 
    But our health and life are in God’s hands, in God’s 
grace and mercy and God’s timing, and James tells us 
that not only should we call on God in our need, but we 
should not abandon our brothers and sisters who are in 
need. We should lift them up and surround them with 
our prayers. 
   There are miracles, certainly. I’ve seen them. God 
works in ways that are beyond us. Have faith and hope. 
Love and support each other, and know that miracles do 
happen. 
   God bless you! 
Monte 

Presbyterian Women are having a Thank Offering 
luncheon at The Black Knight on Thursday, No-
vember 11th at 10:30 a.m.  This year we are do-
nating to “Sparrow’s Nest”.  They are associated 
with Brian’s Safe House.  A list of their many 
needs are as follows:  personal hygiene items, 
shampoo, laundry detergent, Tylenol, paper 
plates, and cleaning supplies.  There are currently 
six ladies in residence.  Please bring your items to 
the church office by Thursday, November 11th.  
Thank you for helping us give back to those in 
need.   

To donate to the church’s Afghan refugee resettlement 
efforts, please make your check payable to Beckley Pres-
byterian Church, and indicate “Afghan refugees” in the 
memo line. We want to raise $10,000 by Christmas. The 
church will gather the donations, and send one check to 
the expenses related to Massenetta Springs’ partnership 
with Church World Service. For more information about 
the effort, please visit the website of Church World Ser-
vice at https://cwsglobal.org/  or Massanetta Springs 
Camp and Conference Center at https://
massanettasprings.org/ 

             ALL SAINTS DAY  
Sunday November 7th we will have a spe-
cial worship service honoring the saints of 
Beckley Presbyterian Church, as well as, 
friends and family members that have 
passed away during the year.  Come and 
join us for this beautiful celebration of 
their lives.  

https://cwsglobal.org/
https://massanettasprings.org/
https://massanettasprings.org/
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LECTIONARY READINGS 

November 7 – Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 27: Read Mark 12:38-44 This month, we turn our 
thoughts to giving thanks and stewardship. Jesus reminds 
us of the importance of giving not out of our abundance, 
but out of our poverty. What does this mean to 
you, and how will this affect your offerings to the 
church?  
 
November 14 – Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pente-
cost/Proper 28: Read Mark 13:1-8 These verses are 
warnings of things to come, and false leaders are of con-
cern. Jesus said, “Do not let them lead you astray.” How 
are you led astray by the leaders we encounter in our lives? 
Create a plan to counteract this temptation.  

November 7 
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17  

and Ps. 127 
1 Kgs. 17:8-16  
and Ps. 146;  
Heb 9:24-28;  

Mark 12:38-44 
 

November 14 
1 Sam. 1:4-20 and 1 Sam. 

2:1-10; Dan. 12:1-3  
and Ps. 16;  

Heb. 10:11-14(15-18)  
19-25; Mark 13:1-8 

 
 
 

November 21 
2 Sam. 23:1-7  

and Ps. 132:1-12 (13-18) 
or  

Dan. 7:9-10, 13-14  
and Ps.93;  

Rev. 1:4b-8;  
John 18:33-37 

 
November 28 
Jer. 33:14-16  

and Ps. 25:1-10;  
1 Thess. 3:9-13;  
Luke 21:25-36  

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial 
Gifts 
 

--In Memory of Cheryl McGill: by Ms. Nancy 
Estep  
 

--In Memory of Barbara Gardner: by Mr. & Mrs. Chuck 
Lucas, Mr. & Mrs. Barry Cales, Charlotte Guild Debutante 
Club, Ms. Judy Ragland, Ms. Brenda Meadows, Mr. & Mrs. 
Roger Reed 
 

--In Memory of Pamella Keyser: by Mr. & Mrs. Roger 
Reed, Mr. William Haslam 
 

--In Memory of  William Hartling: by Mr. & Mrs. Roger 
Reed, Anonymous 

19   Jane Sutphin 
21   Brett Sutphin 
22   Jody Clowers 
23   Kay Hoover 
23   Makayla Wykle 
24   Luke Feldhake 
27   Marie Richmond 

November 21 – Christ the King/Reign of Christ: Read 
John 18:33-37 On this Christ the King Sunday, we find Je-
sus confronted by Pilate, who wants to know if Jesus is in-
deed the king of the Jews. How do you answer this question 

in your own life? Is Jesus your King? If so, how do 
you honor your King?  
 
November 28 – First Sunday of Advent: Read Luke 
21:25-36 As we enter this Advent Season, our Scrip-
ture passage speaks of signs of the coming of the Son 

of Man in a cloud with power and glory. How do you visual-
ize this scene depicted in the Scripture passage? Draw a pic-
ture with your family to depict His coming.  

NOVEMBER 

            OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Within the next few weeks, offering envelopes 
for the New Year will be prepared. If you 
would like to begin using specially prepared 
offering envelopes please call the church 
Treasurer as soon as possible so that a box can 

be designated for you.            --Toni Mullins, Treasurer 

Daylight Savings time ends  
Sunday, November 7th 

Be sure to FALL BACK one hour 

   STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
Will be on Sunday, November 14th during 
worship.  If you have not turned in your 
pledge card please be sure to bring it with 
you.  If you need a new card they are availa-
ble in the rack by the front door.   

         OFFICER ELECTIONS 
A congregational meeting will be held on Sun-
day, November 14th after worship to elect 
officers for 2023-2024.   

 
  THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON 
 

Please join us  
Following Worship 

Sunday, November 21st 
For our annual 

Thanksgiving Luncheon 


