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   I quoted some lines of poetry from Ann Weems in 
the sermon this past Sunday, and I’d like to share 
with you the whole poem.  
 

   It’s called “Not Celebrate?” and the poem is part of 
her book, Kneeling in Bethlehem.  
 

   To set the context, here is a brief recap: the book 
was published in 1987, five years after her son Todd 
was murdered on the night of his 21st birthday. He’d 
been set upon by five men in the early morning hours 
as he’d walked away from a celebration. Beside a 
dark street, they beat him. One of them hit him in the 
head with a pipe. When Todd fell, the man hit him in 
the head again. The murderer is still in prison.  
 

   Some of the poems were written before the tragedy 
and some were written after, but I was struck by the 
book’s dedication page, which was published after 
her son had been murdered.  
 

   She dedicates the book: “To my children, Stuart, 
Todd, David, and Heather – In celebration of all our 
treks into silent December nights in search of stars 
and the wondrous times we’ve spent singing our joy 
manger-side – Love, Mom”  
 

   Knowing the details of what happened makes the 
dedication both heartwarming and heartbreaking. I 
thought of a mother who’d done her best to protect 
and nurture her children in a world that can be mean 
and ugly. 
     

   When I was quoting the poem in the sermon, I de-
cided to include the ending I wholeheartedly agree 
with, but left out the beginning. That was partly be-
cause of length, but also partly because I wondered if 
I agree with that part of the poem. 
 

   The poem is titled “Not Celebrate?” and this is the 
complete poem: 
 
   Not celebrate? 
   Your burden is too great to bear? 
   Your loneliness is intensified during the Christ- 
   mas season? 
   Your tears seem to have no end? 
   Not celebrate? 
   You should lead the celebration! 
   You should run through the streets 
      to ring the bells and sing the loudest! 
   You should fling the tinsel on the tree, 
      and open your house to your neighbors, 
          and call them in to dance! 
   For it is you above all others 
       who know the joy of Advent. 
   It is unto you that a Savior is born this day, 
     One who comes to life your burden from your  
       shoulders, 
     One who comes to wipe the tears from your eyes. 
   You are not alone, for he is born this day to you. 
 
   Those of us who bear the sadness and heartache of 
life – which means most or all of us – cope with 
things in different ways. I’m not sure I feel like run-

ning through the streets and flinging tinsel or dancing 
with my neighbors. Good poems make you think and 
you’re not required to agree with everything to get 
something meaningful from it. We all have our ways of 
celebrating. Sometimes our celebration is a quiet reflec-
tion about the loved one we wish were still with us or in 
thinking about the children who are missing. Some 
whose pain is still new and raw may need others to take 
the burden of celebrating right now while they put one 
foot in front of the other. Part of being in church is that 
our prayers help comfort and carry others despite their 
feeling like they can’t go on. We comfort the weak, up-
lift the weary and help the downtrodden, in relationship 
and strength, knowing that our strength comes from Je-
sus, and we all feel weak, weary and downtrodden at 
times. The Christmas message is that a Savior is born 
this day for all of us,  
    

       One who comes to lift your burden from your  
         shoulders, 
       One who comes to wipe the tears from your eyes. 
     You are not alone, for he is born this day to you. 
 

God bless you! 
Monte 

To donate to the church’s Afghan 
refugee resettlement efforts, please 
make your check payable to Beck-
ley Presbyterian Church, and indi-
cate “Afghan refugees” in the 
memo line.  

   WHITE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
The White Christmas program will be 
during our 11:00 a.m. morning service 
on Sunday, December 19th.  Please 
bring gifts of canned goods wrapped in 
white tissue paper or monetary dona-
tions in white envelopes to be collected 
and distributed to food banks in the area.  
You may also bring donations to the of-
fice by Thursday, December 17th. dur-

ing regular business hours from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. Closed for lunch from 12:30 
p.m.-1:30 p.m.  

 

Current Amount Raised for Relief Effort 

 

        FUNDRAISING THERMOMETER    
    

            Month        Amt. Rec'd        
October                      $        1,120.00   
November     $        3,125.00   
December   

Total                      $        4,245.00   
Target amt.     $      10,000.00   
   

Achieved %                  42.45%       
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02    Morgan Bridi 
03    Nancy Keatley 
03    Colette Meadows 
09    Alice Yurick 
10    Jack Schroder 
11    Ann Worley 
13    Betty Klingensmith 
16    John Beaver 
16    Sandi Schroder 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

December 5 – Second Sunday of Advent: Read Luke 3:1-
6 As John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for Jesus, 
so must we prepare ourselves for Jesus. This is a time of hope 
and preparation. During Advent, reflect on what preparations 
you are making in your life and in your heart for the coming 
of Jesus. The way must be prepared in your heart for 
Jesus’ coming; only then will you see the true salva-
tion of God.  
 

December 12 – Third Sunday of Advent: Read 
Isaiah 12:2-6 December is a wonderful time of year, 
but it is also a very busy time, with shopping to do, presents 
to wrap, trees to decorate, and more. During all of this, we 
must remember, first and foremost, that Jesus, the Son of 
God, is coming soon to bring joy and salvation into this 
world! Salvation is the gift for all of us! So, despite all the oth-
er distractions of this season, remember to put the coming 
birth of our Savior at the top of your priority list.  
 

December 5 
Mal. 3:1-4 and Luke 1:68-79 

Phil. 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
 

December 12 
Zeph. 3:14-20  
and Isa. 12:2-6; 

Phil. 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
 

December 19 
Micah 5:2-5a and  
Luke 1:47-55 or  

Ps. 80:1-7; Heb. 10:5-10; 
Luke 1:39-45; (46-55) 

 
 
 
 

 December 24 
Christmas Eve 

Isa. 9:2-7; Ps. 96;  
Titus 2:11-14;  

Luke2:1-14 (15-20) 
 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

 Isa. 62:6-12; Ps. 97; Titus 
3:4-7; 

Luke 2(1-7) 8-20 
  

December 26 
Isa. 52:7-10 and Ps. 98 

Heb. 1:1-4(5-12);  
John 1:1-14 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial 
Gifts 

--In Memory of Barbara Gardner: by Mr. William 
Haslem, Ms. Nancy Keatley, Ms. Peggy White 
 

--In Memory of  Steve Warp: by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lucas 

--In Memory of  William Hartling: by Mr. William Haslem, 
Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Smith 

--In Memory of Lewis & Grace Gravely, Allen & Norma 
Diggs, and Geraldine Welch: by Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Gravely 

--In Memory of Johnny Walker: by Ms. Peggy White, Mr. 
& Mrs. Dwight Smith 

--In Memory of Albert “Mac” Tieche: by Mr. & Mrs. 
Dwight Smith 

--In Memory of  Buzzy Ragland: by Ms. Peggy White 

--In Memory of Pamella Keyser: by Ms. Peggy White  

Music Fund  
--In Memory of  William Hartling:  by Ms. Peggy White 

18    Charlie Chandler 
19    Roger Reed 
20    Brenda Meadows 
22    Nick Yurick 
23    Peggy Debnam 
23    Howard Mollohan 
23    William Haslam 
24    Scott VanMeter 
25    Diane Bridi 

December 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent: Read Luke 1:39-
45 When Mary greets Elizabeth, her unborn child recognizes 
that Mary is pregnant with Jesus and leaps for joy in her womb. 
Do you know Jesus? Do you recognize when Jesus enters your 
presence, and if so, do you leap for joy? Jesus was sent because 

God loves each of us, and His mission is to bring hope 
and salvation to a troubled world. Take some time and 
reflect on our world and how Jesus gives you hope even 
during our bleakest moments. 
  

December 26 – First Sunday of Christmas: Read Co-
lossians 3:12-17 Christmas is here. Christ has come! Now, we 
must take the time to think about what that means: to love one 
another; to forgive; to be compassionate, kind and faithful; in 
short, to live our lives following the example Jesus set to the 
best of our abilities. So, this Christmas, put away old grudges; 
forgive those who have wronged you; be compassionate and 
kind to all, especially those less fortunate; and remember to 
always give thanks to God through Jesus for all these gifts this 
Christmas!  

 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Please join us 7:00 p.m. on Friday,  
December 24th for the candlelight 
Christmas Eve communion service. 

WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER COLLECTION 
 

The church is collecting items for two fami-
lies being served by the Women’s Resource 
Center during this Advent season.  A giving 
tree has been set up in the back of the sanctu-
ary.  You may pull a tag off the tree and re-

turn the items to the church by December 16th.  Items do 
not need to be wrapped.  The list of what is needed include 
things like pajamas, socks, robes, slippers, games, and 
stuffed toys.  Specific sizes will be listed on the tag. 
 

The Church Growth and Service committee voted for the 
church to help the WRC on an on-going basis.  The commit-
tee will stay in contact with the shelter and will let you 
know what will be needed through-out the coming year.   
 

The WRC, with offices in Beckley, Fayetteville, Hinton and 
Summersville, provides services to all victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, stalking, dating violence and human 
trafficking. Support and services are available 24 hours a 
day by calling the WRC hotline at 304-255-2559.  

RALEIGH CO. COMMUNITY ACTION ASSOCIATION  
   CENTRAL HEAD START DONATION 
The church has made a generous donation to the 
RCCAA Central Head Start once again this year.  
The staff will use the money to shop for and pro-
vide a similar wrapped gift to each of their 98 
kids during their annual Christmas party.   


