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   A year ago, I wrote a letter to the congregation 
explaining things about the Coronavirus that we 
all have heard many times by now and urging 
people to stay safe as we suspended in-person 
worship.  
   I ended the letter saying:  
   Our faith teaches that God is with us in all cir-
cumstances. We are the church, the people of 
God, the body of Christ, both inside the walls of 
the church building and outside the walls. It is 
not a sign you are not faithful if we do church a 
different way for a while. You are actually prac-
ticing love and compassion by following common 
sense guidelines to help prevent the spread of this 
illness and so protecting other people from get-
ting sick.  
   May this time give us a renewed sense of how 
much Beckley Presbyterian Church means to us 
all, and may we look forward to the time when 
life is back to normal and we are within the walls 
of this magnificent and beautiful church building 
worshipping together. Until that time comes, let 
us live as followers of Jesus, loving God and 
neighbor, helping those we can and keeping faith 
with those who faced their own challenges before 
us.   
   I don’t know that life is back to normal, but we 
do plan to be within the walls of this magnificent 
and beautiful church building worshipping to-
gether on this Sunday for Easter. That’s exciting. 
We’ll do some of the same common sense things 
we’re so familiar with by now in maintaining so-
cial distance. I’ve heard from many of you that 
you have had at least one vaccination. I’ve also 
heard from a number of people in the congrega-
tion who have had Covid-19, and are better now. 
   I am glad to be coming back together. I wish 
none of these awful things had happened during 
this pandemic. You may feel some degree of guilt 
that you’ve enjoyed much about life in the past 
year. But every year brings with it awful things 
and we live in the midst of them. Of course you 
don’t enjoy any of the awful things, but you live 
your life in the midst of the suffering of the 
world, trying to love God and neighbor and help 
as you can.  
   Part of the issue is not the pandemic, but that a 
year has gone by, and each year brings with it 
good and bad. We rejoice with engagements, 
weddings, births, birthdays, progress at school, 
promotions at work, joy, life, love, and happi-
ness. The tension we always live in is that people 
get sick, people die, bad things happen to good 
people, there is suffering.  
   We grieve over the loss of things that are mean-

ingful to us – and if you have grieved over the loss 
of being able to come into church and see your 
friends and sing together and be encouraged and 
worship God, that is something worth grieving. We 
all grieve over the loss of someone meaningful to 
us, as well, and some of us have lost a loved one to 
death this past year. 
   People who teach us to deal with grief, say there 
are stages to go through, and things get easier in 
time. You’ve heard that.  
   But there’s also a newer way that grief experts are 
teaching: to realize that grief is love in the face of 
absence. The loss is real and it hurts, and the suffer-
ing is real and it hurts. But the love is still there. 
The love is not broken by the loss. That’s actually 
not a new teaching. It is the ancient view that is sup-
ported by the Christian affirmation that love is 
stronger than death.  
   If you’ve mourned the loss of being in church this 
past year, your love for each other has proven 
stronger than your absence, and we rejoice at the 
chance to renew our fellowship within these walls, 
to be together in person as we worship and share 
joys and concerns and prayers.  
   If you mourn the loss of a loved one, as I do, then 
you know your love for that person remains.  
   The disciples felt that way about the crucified Je-
sus, and we share their rejoicing of the Easter mes-
sage that Jesus Christ is risen. Love is stronger than 
grief. Love is stronger than death.  
   “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any-
thing else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
   Happy Easter! 
   God bless you! 
   Monte 

Please join us as we return to worship in-person this 

Sunday, April 4, which is Easter Sunday. The Session 

met and voted for that return date, in the hope and expec-

tation that we can be together in person from that point 

forward. The Session has also decided that the church will 

continue to provide a livestream of the worship service 

even after we are back in person. Folks who join worship 

from other states or while traveling will be able to contin-

ue to worship together with those in the sanctuary. 
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02   Peggy White 
02   Judy Hart 
02   Elizabeth Mestrovic 
03   Richard Kissinger 
03   Hester Thacker 
05   Charles McNeel 
07   David Trader 
07   Brian Rucker 
07   Kate Sniadowski 
07   Julie Sniadowski 
07   Hutter Ragland 
09   Nancy Hageman 
09   Billy Richmond, Jr. 
10   Barbara Yurick 
11   Emily Pettry 
11   Carolyn Moore 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

April 4 – Resurrection of the Lord/Easter: Read John 20:1
-18 Each gospel tells the story of Jesus’ resurrection differ-
ently. In John’s gospel, the risen Jesus appears to Mary 
Magdalene as she stood near the empty tomb. Mary didn’t 
recognize Jesus until he spoke her name; after that encoun-
ter, she went and told the disciples, “I have seen the Lord.” 
Mary didn’t expect to see Jesus and didn’t. Are you 
open to hearing Jesus speak to you when you don’t 
expect it? What might you do to be more open to 
that possibility?  
 

April 11 – Second Sunday of Easter: Read John 
20:19-31 Thomas has gotten a bad rap through the centu-
ries, often being referred to as “Doubting Thomas” be-
cause he wouldn’t believe it when the other disciples told 
him Jesus was alive and had visited them. When he did see 
Jesus, Thomas believed. We all have our doubts at times, 
but that doesn’t stop Jesus from coming to us. Jesus meets 
us where we are and invites us to believe. What doubts 
make it hard for you believe that Jesus is alive and with 

April 4 
Easter 

Acts. 10:34-43 or Isa. 
25:6-9 and Ps. 118:1-

2, 14-24;  
1 Cor. 15:1-11 or  

Acts 10:34-43;  
John 20:1-18 or  

Mark 16:1-8 
 

April 11 
Acts 4:32-35 and  

Ps. 133;  
1 John 1:1-2:2;  
John 20:19-31 

April 18 
Acts 3:12-19 and;  

Ps. 4;  
1 John 3:1-7;  

Luke 24:36b-48 
 

April 25 
Acts 4:5-12 and  

Ps. 23;  
1 John 3:16-24;  
John 10:11-18 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial 
Gifts 
--In Memory of Albert “Mac” Tieche: by 
Ms. Brenda Meadows, Mr. & Mrs. Jack 
Schroder, Ms. Nadine Stover & Family 
 

--In Memory of Johnny Walker: by Ms. Joyce 
Burd, Ms. Brenda Meadows, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Rees, Ms. Ruann Ernst, Ms. Rose Heilmann, Mr. 
Daniel Walker, Mr. Daniel Mathews, Ms. Harriet 
Jones  
 
--In Memory of Vernice Ketchka: by Harriet 
Jones  
 
--In Memory of Buzzy Ragland: by Mr. & Mrs. 
Jack Schroder 

 13   Kristin Mullins 
14   Gerry Sigmund 
16   Rachel McNeel 
17   Phoebe Herring 
19   Darlene McNeel 
23   Richie Turschmann 
23   Betty S. Wilson 
25   Roberta Brock  
28   Rita Johnson 
28   Frank Meadows 
28   Rich Patterson 
30   Susan Pietrantozzi 
 

 

you, meeting you where you are? Celebrate the good news 
that God in Christ meets and accepts us where we are.  
 

April 18 – Third Sunday of Easter: Read 1 John 3:1-7 The 
children’s song “If Anybody Asks You Who I Am” contains 
the words, “If anybody asks you who I am, tell ‘em I am 
child of God.” The concluding verse changes it a little bit to 

“If anybody asks you who are you, tell ‘em you’re a 
child of God.” The author of the first letter of John 
reminds us that we are all children of God, not be-
cause we are always good and loving, but because God 
loves us. As God’s child, how might you share God’s 

love with others?  
 

April 25 – Fourth Sunday of Easter: Read Psalm 23 Shep-
herds take care of their sheep by seeing that the sheep have 
the food and water they need. When the sheep are threat-
ened or in danger, the shepherd uses a staff and rod to pro-
tect and rescue them. The psalmist sings of God as his/her 
shepherd. Think of yourself as one of God’s sheep; how has 
God cared for you?  

 
 
 

                               April 2 & 5 

 ATTENTION ALL COLLEGE  
   STUDENTS AND PARENTS  
If you are a college student or you know 
one, we need  addresses.  Please contact 
Darlene McNeel at    
             lambsrus@suddenlink.net  
with your information.     


