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      A few years ago, I took a class that required me to 

wear a step counter. I clipped it to my belt and went 

about my business, walking from the house to the 

church, helping during our senior citizens program, 

walking across the street to the post office to get the 

church mail, doing little tasks here and there. I was 

surprised to find that I often walked more than 5 

miles. Sometimes the miles walked would be inten-

tional steps that I wanted to count, like when I went 

to the greenway or walked on the treadmill. But more 

often it was those steps that I took as I lived my life 

that racked up the miles. 

   But if a trainer had told me I needed to walk 5 miles 

a day, I would have immediately felt overwhelmed. I 

would think about all the things I already do, and feel 

like I can’t add the time to walk that much. I can’t 

take on one more obligation. I’m too busy. I’m too 

tired. It makes me tired just to think about it.   

   Our Christian lives of service can be like that. We 

hear that we should love and serve others, and we 

think about tacking on some extra activity. It makes 

us feel tired. It makes us feel like we have to add 

something to everything else we already do.  

   But I look at it more like living a life in such a way 

that the service you do is part of going about your 

business, and living the abundant life Jesus offers 

you.  

   During Lent, as we turn to God and away from evil, 

we have a renewed call to think about our lives in re-

lation to God and neighbor. How do we live out our 

lives in light of God’s call to ministry? Instead of be-

ing something you tack on as an additional activity, 

you may live out your Christian call of service more 

than you expect once you pay attention and sanctify 

your activities; that is, recognize them as living out 

what God has called you to do.  

    People who volunteer for the humane society are 

honoring the call of God to help animals. There’s a 

biblical mandate to help animals. People who take 

care to protect the environment are helping make the 

world more like God created it. People who work in 

law enforcement are living out a calling to protect 

and serve. Living out God’s call is done by people 

who teach, work for the library, serve at Carpenter’s 

Corner, volunteer for Hospice, help with the United 

Way, make prayer quilts, pray for others, help the 

young and the elderly, and do so many other things. 

Members of this congregation are involved in all of 

these actions and all are ministries that are part of 

your personal day-to-day life and your communal life 

through this church family. 

   During Lent, our focus turns from the inward to the 

outward, from selfishness and self-centeredness, to 

thinking about how we can better live into God’s 

kingdom and serve God and neighbor. We reflect on 

how what we are doing with our lives is living into that 

ministry for which God has called us, each one unique 

and holy in its own way. Let this be a time of thinking 

about how to help and better serve others in our daily 

lives.  

   We are reminded of Jesus, who though he was God, 

voluntarily humbled himself in service and compassion, 

obedient even to the point of death on the cross.  

   That portrait of Jesus was from one of the earliest 

hymns of the church, as remembered in Philippians 2, 

which also says, “Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”  

   God bless you! 

Monte 

As pandemic conditions improve in the community and 

as more people are being vaccinated, the tentative plan is 

to return to in-person worship on Sunday, April 4, 

which is Easter Sunday. The Session met this week and 

voted to aim for that return date, in hope and expectation 

that we can be together in person from that point for-

ward. The Session has also decided that the church will 

continue to provide a livestream of the worship service 

even after we are back in person. Folks who join worship 

from other states or while traveling will be able to con-

tinue to worship together with those in the sanctuary. 

A congregational meeting will be 

held via Zoom at noon Sunday, 

March 7, to consider the 2021 budget. A link for 

the meeting will be sent via email in the coming 

week. 

CONGREGATIONAL 

          MEETING 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Please join us online at noon Wednesday’s in 
March, for our Lenten prayer gathering. 
We'll read scripture and then pray. The gath-
ering is meant to last about 10 minutes or 
less so you can get on to lunch. We plan to 
do this every Wednesday during Lent.  Each 
week we will send out a Zoom invitation to 
our email list.  

God bless you!   Monte 

Mid-Week 

PRAYER 
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05    Jacob Van Meter 
07    Joy Bailey 
08    Patricia A. Lester 
08    Ross Hageman 
09    Judy Harrah 
11    Matt DiGiulian 
12    Kevin Morris 
12    Mallory Mann 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

March 7 – Third Sunday in Lent: Read John 2:13-22 Af-

ter clearing the temple, Jesus is asked to prove his authority 
to do such a thing. He responds, “Destroy this temple; I 
will raise it again in three days.” How do these 
words make you marvel at Christ’s authority and 
how he would display it through his death and res-
urrection?  
 

March 14 – Fourth Sunday in Lent: Read John 

3:14-21 We hear that the Light has come into the world, 
but people loved the darkness instead. What are some ways 
that we choose the darkness or hide from the Light? What 
are ways that we can set our gaze on the One who was 
lifted up to deliver us from the darkness?  

March 7 
 3rdSunday in Lent 

Ex. 10:1-17 and Ps. 19; 
 1 Cor. 1:18-25;  

John 2:13-22 

 
March 14 

 4th Sunday in Lent 

Num. 21:4-9 and  
Ps. 107:1-3, 17-22; 

 1 Eph. 2:1-10;  
John 3:14-21 

 

March 21 

 5th Sunday in Lent 
Jer. 31:31-34 and  

Ps. 51:1-12 or  
Ps. 119:9-16;  
Heb. 5:5-10;  

John 12:20-33 

March 28 
Palm Sunday 

 

Palms:  
Mark 11:1-11 or  
John 12:2-16 and  
Ps. 118:1-2, 19-29;  

 

Passion:  
Isa. 50:4-9a and  

Ps. 31:9-16;  
Phil. 2:5-11;  

Mark 4:1-15:47 or  
Mark 15:1-39 (40-47) 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial 
Gifts 
                  Music Fund  
--In Memory of Albert “Mac” Tieche: by 
Mr. & Mrs. George Wilson 
--In Memory of Johnny Walker: by  

           Mr. & Mrs. George Wilson  
--In Memory of Vernice Ketchka: by Ms. Marian 
Hopkins, Mr. James Songer  
 

 

ELDERS ON CALL 
 

Mar 7-13 

Nancy Kissinger & Bob Mestrovic 

Mar 14-20 

Dan Calvert & Scott VanMeter 

Mar 21-27 

Nancy Cameron & Marcia Fairlie 

Mar 28-Apr 3 

Bill Hartling 

17    Pat Rucker 
19    Lynne Clowers 
19    Debbie Goodson 
26    Kedric Branford 
29    Jennifer Sutphin 
31    Paula Wykle 
31    Brandon Williams 

March 21 – Fifth Sunday in Lent: Read: John 12:20-33 

What does Jesus mean when he says, “Anyone who loves 
their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life”? How can we avoid 
the self-love that he describes? How can we pursue 
the self-denial that we are called to model?  
 

March 28 – Palm/Passion Sunday: Read John 12:2-

11 Mary displays extravagance by pouring perfume 
worth a year’s wages on Jesus’ feet, then wiping them with 
her hair. Have you ever looked upon someone’s extravagant 
acts in bewilderment, even objection? How can we display 
our love for Christ in extravagant ways?  

The Session met last week and voted to continue our 
online worship through March.  

Please continue to participate in our worship on Face-
book live at 11 a.m. Sundays or watch on YouTube. 
You can also hear it on the radio at 7 p.m. Sundays on 
WJLS 99.5 FM.  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
Don’t forget to  

Spring ahead on 

Sunday, March 14th  

As Daylight saving  

time begins 


