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ALONE IN THE WILDERNESS

There was a man named
Dick Proenneke who decided
to go alone into the wilderness of Alaska to live off the
land. He had prepared one
year, going up and felling
poplar trees, letting them dry
for a season, and then returning the next year to start building his cabin, where he
would live for nearly 30 years. He built the cabin using
only hand tools, sawing the logs into proper lengths,
hefting each one on his shoulder to a spot by the lakeshore and making the interlocking joints that held the
walls together. He crafted wooden hinges for his doors.
He made a chimney from river stones. The cabin was at
Twin Lakes, an area that was remote even by Alaskan
standards, reached mainly by a floatplane which would
come in once a month or so when it could, flying over
the mountains. He was alone most of the time, with no
easy help. He had to do things differently than he had
up until then. He made wooden spoons out of tree
limbs. The birds would come and eat from his hand.
He went down to the lake and caught fish for supper.
He canoed. He hiked thousands of miles a year, using
snowshoes in the winter. He documented the cabin
construction and his life with an 8 mm camera, shooting footage of the nature and wildlife he encountered.
He wrote in a journal most days, creating five books.
When I got home from the Session meeting Monday,
Jennifer had made me a lemon pie for my birthday and
gave me a documentary about Mr. Proenneke and a
book based on his journals. (She’s given me two of the
documentaries now: “Alone in the Wilderness,” Part I
and Part II. You can find some of the documentary
footage on YouTube by searching for his name.)
I’ve long admired Mr. Proenneke. I don’t want to live
in that much isolation and don’t have the skill set Mr.
Proenneke had, but I find it fascinating what he accomplished. He thrived in a difficult, challenging environment. Mr. Proenneke died in 2003, and his cabin is now
designated a National Register Historic Site. He was
someone who met the challenges which came his way.
But the determination, physical stamina and will he
exerted were born of weakness.
He had enlisted in the Navy one day after the attack
on Pearl Harbor, but caught rheumatic fever during the
war. He remembered how weak and helpless he felt,
and challenged himself to build up his body and overcome his challenges. He kept working and preparing
and by the time he was ready to launch his adventure,
he was ready to meet the challenges.
All of us have known weakness and challenge. But
part of your preparation for meeting the challenges you
are facing right now has come in your faith journey,
soaking in God’s word, praying, encouraging and helping others even as others encourage and help you.
Part of the challenge now with the pandemic is the
length of it. If it was for a week or two or even a
month, we would have already made it through a time
of testing, but it has stretched over five months now,
and we are discouraged and tired of dealing with it.

There is a light coming, but don’t wish your life away waiting
for the time to go by so that things will be different or better.
Thrive as best you can in the challenges we face now. If we
have to do things differently, we can do that. If we have to
wash our hands more often or wear masks in public or stay
farther apart from people than we are used to doing or change
the format of our worship, we can do that. You are stronger
than you think you are. You have been weak before, and your
faith has prepared you for such a time as this. Even in the
weakness that you have now, you are strong.
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We
know that all things work together for good for those who
loved God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8: 26-28)
May you meet the challenges of this day and show determination and strength, not of your own, but of the Spirit of God
in you, who is helping you. Live out your calling as a follower
of Christ, who loved us in our weakness, who was strong for
us, who showed us the skill set we need to live and thrive:
compassion, kindness, patience, helpfulness, endurance, perseverance. Jesus didn’t have an easy life, and we shouldn’t expect things to be easy for us, either. But God is always with
you. So is the church, the body of Christ, the people of God.
You are not alone in the wilderness. Help each other and
don’t hesitate to ask for help if the church can help you.
May God bless you!
Monte

OFFICER ELECTIONS
We will soon be electing officers. A list of active
confirmed members and the nomination form is
attached and should be filled out (one per member)
and returned by September 7th.
Ruling Elders are chosen by the people. Together with Ministers they exercise leadership, government,
spiritual discernment, and discipline and have responsibilities
for the life of this church as well as the church-at-large. In
our church, they also oversee the work of the numerous committees. Ruling Elders participate and vote with the same authority as Ministers and they are eligible for any office.
Ruling Elders should be persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, dedication, leadership skills, and compassionate in
spirit. Their manner of life should be a demonstration of the
Christian Gospel, both within the church and in the world.
Sixteen ruling Elders make up our church’s Session, which
meets the fourth Monday of each month.
Trustees shall have the following powers to:
—receive, hold, encumber, manage, and transfer
property, real or personal, for the congregation
—accept and execute deeds of title to such property
—hold and defend title to such property
—manage any permanent special funds for the
furtherance of the purposes of the congregation.
All this is done subject to the authority of the Session
and under provisions of the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (USA).

We are grateful for the following Memorial Gifts:

Return Service Requested

--In Memory of Phoebe T. Herring: by
Mr. William Haslam, Ms. Hester Thacker
--In Memory of Karen Gallagher: by Mr.
William Haslam
--In Memory of Leslie Cox: by Ms. Nancy Keatley,
Ms. Hester Thacker, Mr. & Mrs. William Combs, Mr. &
Mrs. Paul Clowers, Ms. Judith Ragland
--In Memory of Frank “Bucky” Harkins: by Mr. William Haslam, Ms. Hester Thacker
--In Memory of Mary Jane Songer: by Anonymous,
Mr. William Haslam, Ms. Hester Thacker, Mr. & Mrs.
William Combs, Ms. Judith Ragland, Mr. & Mrs.
Charles Lucas, Ms. Ann Harkins & Family, Ms.
Brenda Meadows, Ms. Barbara Daniel
--In Memory of Cheryl McGill: by Ms. Nancy
Keatley, Mr. & Mrs. David G. Zatezalo, Mr. & Mrs.
Paul Clowers, Ms. Patricia E. Smith-Mine Academy,
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Glatter, Mr. James Songer, Mr. &
Mrs. Alan Yamamoto, Ms. Juliette Hill.
--In Memory of Ned “Buzzy” Ragland: by Mr. William Haslam, Ms. Hester Thacker
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Music Dept.
--In Memory of Ted Anderson: by Ms. Elizabeth
Anderson & Family
--In Memory of Jennie McLean Anderson: by Ms.
Elizabeth Anderson & Family

LECTIONARY READINGS
August 2
Gen. 32:22-31;
Ps. 17:1-7, 15;
Rom. 9:1-5; Matt. 14:13-21

August 23
Exod. 1:8-2:10;
Ps. 124; Rom. 12:1-8
Matt. 16:13-20

August 9
Gen. 37:1-4, 12-28;
Ps. 105:1-6, 16-22,
45b; Rom. 10:5-15;
Matt. 14:22-33

August 30
Exod. 3:1-15:
Ps. 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c;
Rom. 12:9-21;
Matt 16:21-28

August 16
Gen. 45:1-15; Ps. 133;
Rom. 11:1-2a, 29-32;
Matt. 15:(10-20) 21-28
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Ryan Kissinger
Jack Williams
Nancy Kissinger
Sandra Stewart
Julia Mollohan
Jennifer Blankenship
Maddie DiGiulian
Robert Debnam
Karen Reed
Carol Mestrovic
Jonathan DiGiulian
Jane Beaver
Andrew McCoy
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Don Goodson
Brian McGee
Elizabeth Hughes
Ellen Combs
Robert “Tyke” Wilson
Dan Calvert
Bob Mestrovic
Kelsey Wilson
Gary Sutphin
Gerald Johnson
Nancy Sotak
John A. Lester, Jr.

OFFICER ELECTION
A Congregational meeting will be held SUNDAY,
October 4th at the close of worship for the election of
officers. A list of active confirmed members and the form
for nominating officers (5 Ruling Elders, 1 Trustee, and 1
Nominating Committee representative) may be picked up
at the church and should be
returned by September 7th.

AUGUST 2020

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

9:00 a.m.-Sunday School –OL
11:00 a.m.-Worship –OL
Live stream on Facebook
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

9

10

6

11

17

18

12

13

24

25

9:00 a.m.-Sunday School –OL
11:00 a.m.-Worship
Live stream on Facebook
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

6:00 p.m.-Session

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

30

31

8

14

15

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

19

20

4:30 p.m.-Admin mtg
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

23

7
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

6:00 p.m.-Worship mtg
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

9:00 a.m.-Sunday School –OL
11:00 a.m.-Worship
Live stream on Facebook
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

9:00 a.m.-Sunday School –OL
11:00 a.m.-Worship
Live stream on Facebook
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

5

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

9:00 a.m.-Sunday School –OL
11:00 a.m.-Worship –OL
Live stream on Facebook
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

16

4

26

27

21

22

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

8:00 a.m.-PW
Youth Council
Mtg-FHall

28

29

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

