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After four months of not going anywhere
non-essential, Jennifer and I ventured out
for a grand adventure. We’d done some research and decided to visit the used bookstore in Princeton and then eat at the K&W
in Bluefield. We wore masks in the bookstore. We had
decided that since K&W is a cafeteria, we could scope it
out first and see if we felt safe and could leave if we didn’t. But it was wonderful, probably the best K&W experience I’ve had in a long history of K&W dining. I love going along a cafeteria line, seeing the different dishes, and
the steam rising. All those desserts. The good bread. We
did have, long ago, the incident in which Jennifer was trying to get a piece of chocolate pie and tilted the dish so
that the pie slid off onto another piece of pie, and the pie
woman fussed at us. But this time, it was all perfect. They
were out of the whitefish I wanted, but said it would be
ready in a minute and there wasn’t anyone else in line so I
waited, and the cook brought out this beautifully cooked,
golden-battered piece of fish. It was a foot long, extending over both sides of the plate. I had slaw and little potatoes. I got a big fluffy roll. We sat at a table in the dining
room, and took off our masks to eat, and the tables on
every side of us were closed so that we felt adequately
social distanced. There were a handful of other diners, far
away. It was one of the best meals we’ve had in a long
time. The fish was delicious, nice and crunchy. Jennifer
had a chopped steak, mashed potatoes, broccoli casserole
and toast. We shared a piece of sweet potato pie. A dining
room attendant bustled around, and he noticed a child
carrying a heavy tray and swooped in to help her out, and
it felt nice to be around people and doing something normal again.
I was surprised when I heard the news recently that the
K&W had closed. I asked Jennifer how long it had been
there. She said since 1990. “You mean this restaurant had
been there for 30 years, and it closed right after we ate
there?” I said. It felt kind of personal.
I’ll tell you something else. When we drove here to meet
folks for the first time, the turnpike toll was $2. The next
time we came, the toll had gone up to $4.
I’ll tell you another thing. I use New River Drive to get
from home to church and back almost every day. I don’t
know how long the road has been there, but part of the
road collapsed a couple of weeks ago and the road is
closed, and I rode my bike out there after church Sunday
and nothing has been done and it looks like the road
might be closed for a long time.
In my self-centered mind, it was personal they closed
the K&W and raised the toll and closed my route to the
church. In reality, none of these things had anything to do
with me. The K&W closing was a business decision,
probably a long time coming. I still don’t know where all
the toll money goes, but the timing of the increase had
been set in motion before I ever drove on the turnpike.
The collapse of the section of New River Drive was because there’s a creek that flows under the road there, and
the culvert couldn’t handle all the water.
One of the things about our faith and the church is they
get us out of our self-centered minds into a communal
way of living. We realize the world doesn’t revolve around
us as individuals. We care for and about others. Freed
from self-absorption, we can care about the man from
K&W who worked so hard, but lost his job. We can reach

out to those who are lonely and no longer have a treasured
companion with whom to share a meal. We fulfill God’s command to love God and neighbor.
Our communal life is being tested right now, by not being in
person each week at church, by not shaking hands and patting
someone on the shoulder, by not seeing each other as often as
we would like. But this church is still a community. The church
universal and Beckley Presbyterian Church in particular, all the
body of Christ, the people of God, have maintained integrity
through many trials, and will do so now. We will be back together. There is light coming. There is hope. We are a resurrection people.
I was reading “Journey Into Christ,” a book Harriet Jones
gave me when she cleaned out her house to move to North
Carolina, and it describes us as all pilgrims on a journey.
“The journey is a communal one,” wrote author Alan Jones.
“We do not travel alone even though we are often consumed
with loneliness. Our physical, psychic, and spiritual life is
bound up with others… We journey together or not at all. To
imagine we can make it alone is absurd. We really are all in the
same boat, the same ark.”
There’s an early Christian tradition of seeing the church as a
boat or ark that carries its passengers together through the
storms of life. We’re reminded that Jesus calmed the storm, but
also that Peter stepped out of the boat and sank, but was lifted
up by Jesus.
Don’t feel during this enforced isolation that there is a black
cloud that follows you around. Don’t give in to a way of selfcentered thinking that somehow you’ve been singled out or
these things are directed at you and or that you are the only
one who feels stressed and anxious. I’ve heard expressions of
anxiety and stress from pastors all across the state. We are not
alone. These things that are happening are shared by all. We
will get through it. The ark is not leaking. We’ll land one day
soon on the mountaintop and step out, and the communal life
of the church will be more like it was, but even now it is communal and there is a mission, loving God and neighbor as best
you can during difficult days and living abundantly in the way
of Jesus. God bless you.
Monte

CHURCH NEWS
The church will continue to worship
online through September as we
make our way through the pandemic,
the Session decided Monday. Part of the discussion was
that with school starting up and more people gathering, it
might be wise to limit contact until we see how things are.
We are recruiting more participants, singers, musicians,
scripture readers and lay liturgist reader to help with the
online worship. The Session meets next on Sept. 28 and
will consider how to proceed from there. Please do look for
our Facebook livestream worship at 11 a.m. Sundays, and
our recorded service on YouTube anytime, and listen to
the worship service on the radio at 7 p.m. Sundays on
WJLS 99.5 FM. We are also posting children's sermons on
the church Facebook page. Also please join our 7 p.m.
Wednesday evening Bible study on Zoom. We will launch
a noon prayer meeting on Zoom soon. Remember that the
Beckley Presbyterian Church Facebook page is a public
page, so you do not have to have a Facebook account to
watch the service. There is a link to it on the church website, www.beckleypres.org. Just click on the link and it will
take you to the church's Facebook page.

OPERATION BACKPACK

Operation Backpack (25th year) is a community-wide effort to supply new backpacks and
school supplies to needy children in kindergarten through twelfth grade. Last year, Operation Backpack
provided backpacks and school supplies to over 1,020
children in Raleigh, Summers, and part of Fayette and
Wyoming counties. This year, due to the pandemic, the
school supplies will be distributed on an “as need” request
and depending on how the school year is addressed.
Anyone that would like to send a monetary donation, may send a check directly to Operation Backpack,
P.O. Box 710, Mabscott, WV 25871 or to the church office (with Operation Backpack in the MEMO line) and it
will be forwarded to Operation Backpack.
For those that would still like to donate school
supply items, there are two (2) locations in Beckley to
drop-off the items. The locations are City Slickers (on
Johnstown Road) and Premier Pharmacy (next to Beckley
Crossing MedExpress). The following supplies are
needed: Added this year- Lanyard (to attach Face Mask
when not in use), backpacks (clear and mesh), 24 pack
crayons, colored markers(not permanent), glue (bottle and
stick), pencils, notebook paper(wide ruled), 2 pocket paper folders, spiral notebooks, highlighters, rulers, pencil
pouches, erasers and eraser tops, pencil sharpeners, zippered notebooks (trapper keepers), 3-ring binders, pencil
boxes, child’s school scissors, scientific and regular calculators.
-Ministry of Church Growth and Service
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Birthdays
01
02
03
04
06
11
11
20
23
25
26
29

Pam Lawrence
Danielle Williams
Marian Hopkins
Robert T. Gardner
Ray Richmond
Barbara Daniel
Paulette Buzbee
Nancy Cameron
Julienne Smith
Michael Hastings
Ryan Wilson
Nancy Estep

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND
ELDERS ON CALL
Sept 6-12
Betsy Gilmer and Ross Hageman
Sept 13-19
Nancy Cameron and Bob Mestrovic
Sept 20-26
Al Combs and Charles McNeel
Sept 27-Oct 3
Marie Lewis and Billy Richmond

LECTIONARY READINGS
September 6
Exod. 12:1-14;
Ps. 149; Rom. 13:8-14;
Matt. 18:15-20
September 13
Exod. 14:19-31;
Ps. 114 or
Exod. 15:1b-11,
20-21; Rom. 14:1-12;
Matt. 18:21-35

September 20
Exod. 16:2-15;
Ps. 105; 1-6, 37-45;
Phil. 1:21-30;
Matt. 20:1-16
September 27
Exod. 17:1-7;
Ps. 78:1-4, 12-16;
Phil. 2:1-13;
Matt 21:23-32

We are grateful for the following Memorial
Gifts:
--In Memory of Leslie Cox: by Mr. & Mrs.
William Cameron, Ms. Susan Shaffer
--In Memory of Frank “Bucky” Harkins: by
Mr. & Mrs. William Cameron, Ms. Susan Shaffer
--In Memory of Cheryl McGill: by Ms. Harriet
Jones, Mr. & Mrs. William Cameron, Mr. & Mrs.
Charles Lucas, Ms. Brenda Meadows, Ms. Susan
Shaffer, Ms. Barbara Daniel

Capital Improvement Fund
--In Memory of Ned “Buzzy” Ragland: by Mr. &
Mrs. William Cameron, Ms. Susan Shaffer

OFFICER ELECTIONS
We will soon be electing officers. The nomination
form that was included in the last Pipe Line should
be filled out (one per member) and returned by
Monday, September 7th. A Congregational
meeting will be held SUNDAY, October 4th at
the close of worship for the election of officers.

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS
September 6: Read Psalm 119:33-40 This is part of the
longest chapter of all the Bible! It celebrates God’s Law.
Each section contains eight lines beginning with
the same Hebrew letter. Write brief prayers for
each member of your family that begin with the
first letter of their first name.

September 20: Read Psalm 145:1-8 Psalm 145: 1-8 says,
“Generation after generation stands in awe of your work;
each one tells stories of your mighty acts” (The
Message). Ask someone of an older generation to
share a story with you of a time when God helped
them, or share your stories together.

September 13: Read Matthew 18:21-22 In Matthew 18: 21-22, Jesus says we are to forgive 70 x
7 times – that’s 490 times! Find something you have a lot
of – pennies, dried beans, grains of rice, Legos. Count out
490 of them. Was that hard? Do you think Jesus just wants
us to keep track or to always be forgiving?

September 27: Read Psalm 25:1-9 Psalm 25:5 says,
“Take me by the hand; lead me down the path of
truth” (The Message). Take a walk down a path, and think/
talk about places where you could get lost if you left the
path. What does it mean for God to take you by the hand
and lead you down the path of truth?

