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Dear Church Family, 
 

   We’ll be coming back together for worship in the sanctuary this Sunday, June 7!!! I’m not big into using exclamation 
points, but I thought this deserved at least three, if not four!  
 

   We are glad we have been able to worship electronically, but even happier that we can finally again worship together in 
person. We will continue to post the Facebook livestream and YouTube recordings for those who do not feel like they can 
safely attend. 
 

   We want everyone to be safe and feel safe when you are here. We’ll have hand sanitizer at each entrance to the church. 
Masks will be available at the front for those who don’t have your own. We will practice social distancing. 
 

   The Session and the Worship Committee met separately to make decisions about re-opening and develop guidelines for 
how to do so, based on guidance from the Presbytery, Centers for Disease Control and other sources. 
 

   Here are some important things to know: 
 

 Masks will be required to attend. When people talk, they expel respiratory droplets, and the purpose of the mask is to 
help protect anyone you may come into contact with. A mask does not mean you are scared you’ll get sick, but is a 
way of showing consideration of others. I’ll be wearing a mask. It’s not what I would prefer to do, and I’m not par-
ticularly concerned I’ll get sick, but I do not want to do anything to endanger anyone else and I want to do all I can 
to protect other people. You may not always be able to tell if anyone is at high risk just by looking. Most of you 
probably don’t know that I only have one kidney. Even though I feel healthy and don’t think about my kidney very 
often, my condition puts me in a high-risk category were I to get sick. I’m telling you that to make these points: I will 
feel safe here and want you to feel safe; and I will do whatever I can to protect others, and hope you will as well. 

 We will practice social distancing by staggering where we sit in the pews and closing off some rows. If a pew or space 
is marked red, please do not sit there. If a pew is marked green, it is OK to sit there. Think of “green means go.” It 
may be possible that the pew you typically sit in will not be open. I know people always joke about not wanting to 
give up a pew, but I understand how important where you sit may be to you. I remember sitting in North Wilkes-
boro Presbyterian Church by a certain stained-glass window. I would run my thumb through the crack along the up-
right edge of the pew in front of me. I liked the view from there. I liked the people around me. It was comforting to 
me to sit there every week. I do think it is asking something of you to change where you might normally sit. I appre-
ciate your cooperation and graciousness in sitting so that you can maintain at least six feet of social distancing. Peo-
ple from the same household may sit together safely, of course. Again, we want to do all we can to protect others. 

 Singing expels more respiratory droplets with more force than speaking does. For that reason, we can’t get far 
enough apart to practicing social distancing safely while the choir or congregation sings. We are blessed to have the 
musical gifts of our choir director and accompanist to safely provide music. Please let them know how much you 
appreciate them. Some of my favorite and most-worshipful times are during the choir anthems, and we will miss 
those and look forward with great anticipation to when we can hear them again. 

 Children are welcome and encouraged to attend. The nursery will not be open, and children should be with their 
families while here. But we would love to have them here. 

 The worship service will be somewhat modified, in part to make it a little shorter since time of exposure can increase 
risk, and also because of what we’ve discussed about singing. 

 We won’t pass the offering plate, but you may put your offering in the plate by each of the side doors, or the little 
church at the front, either when you come in or when you leave. 

 Please bring your Bibles. If you need to use a pew Bible, that’ll be OK, but you ought to have your own Bible anyway 
and be in the habit of reading it and bringing it to church. We’ll print the hymns in the bulletin so you can follow 
along. 

 

   We are so glad to be coming back together. As we do, please know this is a work in progress. We will continue to tweak 
the service. I know, from people telling me things and seeing people’s social media posts, that there are various views on 
the coronavirus in general, and on issues like whether to wear a mask or not. Our timeline and guidelines were developed 
by the Session and the Worship Committee with your best interest at heart, and with a love for the church. These are your 
friends and family who have made some of these difficult decisions, with a heart to protect you through this pandemic. 
None of us want to do things this way. We’d all prefer to do things as we always have. You see tension and anxiety about 
some of these issues manifest itself in the world in all sorts of ugly ways. Let us use this as an opportunity to practice our 
faith, and exhibit fruits of the Spirit in our lives in kindness and generosity of spirit one to another. Let’s think of others as 
acting in good faith. We’ll laugh and rejoice together. We’ll worship together and give thanks and praise to God. We’ll 
serve God. This is the day that the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. God bless you. 
 
Monte 
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01   George Wilson 

02   Andrew Reed 

04   Rachel Feldhake 

05   Madison Van Meter 

07   Robin Van Meter 

07   William Richmond 

08   John Keyser 

09   Sarah Mestrovic 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

June 7: Read Genesis 1:1-2:4a Trinity Sunday In this 

first story of creation, God looked on the creation and 

each day “saw that it was good.” If you are able, take a 

walk and look around you. What is your favorite part of 

God’s creation? Share with a friend or family 

member.  
 

June 14: Read Genesis 18:1-15 When Sarah 

overheard their visitors say that she was going to 

have a son, she laughed. She knew Abraham and 

she were too old to have children; it just wasn’t 

possible. But they did have a son, Isaac. When has God 

surprised you so that you laughed? Share with someone 

else, and ask them when God surprised them. 4  
 

June 7 
Trinity Sunday 

Gen. 1:1-2;4a; Ps. 8;  
2 Cor. 13:11-13;  
Matt. 28:16-20 

 
June 14 

Gen. 18:1-15 (21:1-7); Ps. 
116:1-2, 12-19;  

Rom. 5:1-8;  
Matt. 9:35-10:8 (9-23) 

 

June 21 
Father’s Day 

Gen. 21:8-21;  
Ps. 86:1-10, 16-17;  

Rom. 6:1b-11;  
Matt. 10:24-39 

 
June 28 

Gen. 22:1-14; Ps. 13;  
Rom. 6:12-23; 
Matt 10:40-42 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 
June 21: Read Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 Trusting in the 

goodness and love of God, the psalmist prays to God for 

help, asking for God to save their life and to answer them 

in the midst of trouble. What is troubling you that you 

might ask for God’s help, trusting God is listen-

ing and will answer?  
 

June 28: Read Psalm 13 Psalm 13 is a psalm of 

lament in which the psalmist feels forgotten by 

God and calls upon God to answer their cry. As 

is common in psalms of lament, the psalmist 

also affirms God’s presence and love. In the psalmist’s 

cry, we are reminded that we can bring our whole selves 

and all of our emotions to God, who knows what we’re 

thinking and feeling before we even speak. Thank God 

for God’s love that surrounds your every moment.  

 OFFICER ELECTION 
Due to the recent pandemic the annual 
church elections of new officers scheduled 
to begin in July will now be held in Septem-
ber.  The new class will then start with the 
January Session meeting.   

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 

 
Ryan Kissinger graduated from Medical School 
from the Uniform Services University of  Health 
Sciences in Bethesda, MD at Walter Reed Hospi-
tal.  He will start his anesthesiology residency in 
Augusta, Georgia July 1st.  Ryan is the son of  
Nancy Kissinger. 
 
Joey Blankenship will be graduating May 20th 
with the class of  2020 from Hillgrove High 
School in Powder Springs, Georgia. Joey is the 
son of  Joseph and Allison Blankenship. Joseph 
grew up in the Beckley Presbyterian Church.  He 
is the grandson of  Marlene Blankenship. 
 
Rachel Feldhake graduated from Woodrow Wil-
son High School on Saturday, May 23. She was a 
member of  National Honor Society, Fellowship 
of  Christian Athletes, and Swimming. Rachel 
plans to attend WVU majoring in neuroscience. 
Rachel is the daughter of  Robin and Charlie Feld-
hake and sister to Luke Feldhake. 
 
Joey Blankenship graduated May 20th from 
Powder Springs High School.  Joey grew up in 
The Beckley Presbyterian Church.  He is the son 
of  Joseph and Allison Blankenship and the grand-
son of  Marlene Blankenship. 
 
Marjorie Grace McCoy graduated from the Joan 
C. Edwards School of  Medicine at Marshall Uni-
versity on May 1, 2020. She’s officially Dr. McCoy! 
In June, she will begin her residency in Psychiatry 
at the University of  Mississippi Medical Center in 

Jackson, Mississippi.  Her parents are Jim and 
Teresa McCoy.   

 

14   Susan Shaffer 

14   Betsy Gilmer 

18   Vernice Ketchka 

19   Pam Keyser 

26   Cathy Smith 

26   Patrick Sniadowski 

28   Ryan McGuire 

30   Addison Mullins 


