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Tuesday, March 24, 2020
Dear Church Family,
We hope you are all safe and well during the coronavirus
disease (Covid-19) pandemic. This is a serious situation and
you need to do things to keep yourself from being infected
or spreading the contagion to others. It is necessary right
now to quarantine yourself in your home, if at all possible.
Otherwise, practice social distancing by staying at least several feet away from other people. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water. The virus can live on skin and
on hard surfaces so the virus can be transmitted when you
touch something an infected person touched and then
touch your own face, where it enters your body through
your eyes or nose or mouth. The elderly or people with underlying health conditions have a higher risk of complications or death if they do get sick.
If you are self-quarantining at home and you’re running
out of food, the church has a small pantry that can provide
you meals for a day or so (chicken noodle soup, beef-aroni, snack crackers, fig bars, fruit cup, pudding). A volunteer will bring it to your house and set it outside your door.
If you are in a high-risk group, we have volunteers who will
go to the grocery store or pharmacy for you and set your
items outside your door. You can call the church office at
(304) 252-6289 or call my cell at (336) 970-9227.
You are not alone in this.
We have missed being together in fellowship, work and
worship. Hopefully you have connected to our worship
service posted each Sunday at 11 a.m. on the church Facebook page and YouTube, and listened to the radio broadcast at 7 p.m. Sunday on WJLS 99.5 FM. We are posting
frequent videos.
The Session met electronically Monday and decided we
will continue with our remote services for at least the next
two Sundays (March 29 and April 5). As we continue to

assess the situation, the Session will decide how to go
from there and we will let you know.
Our faith teaches that God is with us in all circumstances. We are the church, the people of God, the body
of Christ, both inside the walls of the church building and
outside the walls. It is not a sign you are not faithful if we
do church a different way for a while. You are actually
practicing love and compassion by following commonsense guidelines to help prevent the spread of this illness
and so protecting other people from getting sick.
May this time give us a renewed sense of how much
Beckley Presbyterian Church means to us all, and may we
look forward to the time when life is back to normal and
we are within the walls of this magnificent and beautiful
church building worshipping together. Until that time
comes, let us live as followers of Jesus, loving God and
neighbor, helping those we can and keeping faith with
those who faced their own challenges before us.
God bless you!
Monte

LECTIONARY READINGS
April 5
Palm/Passion Sunday
Palms: Matt. 21:1-11; Ps.
118:1-2, 19-29
Passion: Isa. 50:4-9a;
Ps. 31:9-16;
Phil. 2:5-11; Matt. 26:1427:66 or Matt. 27:11-54
April 12
Resurrection of the Lord/
Easter
Acts 10:34-43 or Jer. 31:1
-6;
Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24;
1 Cor.3:1-4 or

Acts 10:34-43;
John 20:1-18 or
Matt. 28:1-10
Easter Evening: Isa. 25:6-9;
Ps. 114; 1 Cor. 5:6b-8;
Luke 24:13-49
April 19
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Ps. 16;
1 Peter 1:3-9;
John 20:19-31
April 26
Acts2:14a, 36-41;
Ps. 116:1-4, 12-19;
1 Peter 1:17-23;

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS
April 5: Read Psalm 31 Liturgy of the Passion The passage
from Psalm 31 tells of a person in distress, one who is
wasting away from grief. Their life is full of sorrow and
sighing. They are miserable and can’t go on living this way.
They are a broken vessel. How do you handle
times of despair? How could reading the Psalms
help? Where do you find hope?
April 12: Read John 20:1-18 Easter A new word
that really defines Mary Magdalene’s unconscious
response to holding onto Jesus is that she “glomped” him.
It is defined as “…the action of one person lovingly and
dramatically attacking another with a hug.” It’s a lot more
than a touch, but Jesus tells Mary to let him go. Their relationship would no longer be material in nature, but it would

be a spiritual communion. He is reminding Mary and all of
us to walk by faith and not by sight.
April 19: Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 The author of 1 Peter says we
have a “living hope” in Christ. Essentially, this
means through faith we can entrust everything to
God’s care. What are some examples from your life
that reveal this “living hope,” this trust in God?
April 26: Read Luke 24:13-35 In Luke’s gospel, Jesus puts aside all doubt for the two disciples who broke
bread with him at Emmaus. They immediately return to Jerusalem to tell the others. What causes you to doubt? Think
of examples of when someone’s doubt has had a positive
result.

OFFICER ELECTION
We will soon be electing officers. A list of
active confirmed members, the nomination form
for 5 Ruling Elders to Class of 2022-2023, 1
Trustee, and 1 Nominating Committee representative will be available in the church Narthex on
March 9 and should be returned by April 6th.
Ruling Elders are chosen by the people.
Together with Teaching Elders (Ministers) of the Word and
Sacrament, they exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life
of this church as well as the church-at-large. In our church,
they also oversee the work of the numerous committees.
When they are elected as commissioners to higher governing
bodies, Ruling Elders participate and vote with the same authority as Teaching Elders of the Word and Sacrament, and
they are eligible for any office.
Ruling Elders should be persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, dedication, leadership skills, and compassionate in
spirit. Their manner of life should be a demonstration of the
Christian Gospel, both within the church and in the world.
Sixteen ruling Elders make up our church’s Session, which
meets the fourth Monday of each month.
Trustees shall have the following powers to:
—receive, hold, encumber, manage, and transfer
property, real or personal, for the congregation
—accept and execute deeds of title to such property
—hold and defend title to such property
—manage any permanent special funds for the
furtherance of the purposes of the congregation.
All this is done subject to the authority of the Session
and under provisions of the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (USA).
A congregational meeting has been called for the
election of officers on Sunday, May 3rd, at the close of
worship. Nominations from the floor may also be made at
that time, with the prior consent of those being nominated.
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the nomination forms
can be mailed to 203 S. Kanawha Street or emailed to the
church at office@beckleypres.org.

EASTER FLOWER ORDERS
If you would like to purchase Easter flowers
please mail your form to the church. The
flowers will be used to decorate the church
when we return to our normal service.
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Peggy White
Judy Hart
Elizabeth Mestrovic
Richard Kissinger
Hester Thacker
Charles McNeel
David Trader
Brian Rucker
Kate Sniadowski
Julie Sniadowski
Hutter Ragland
Nancy Hageman
Billy Richmond, Jr.
Barbara Yurick
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Emily Pettry
Carolyn Moore
Kristin Mullins
Gerry Sigmund
Rachel McNeel
Phoebe Herring
Darlene McNeel
Richie Turschmann
Betty S. Wilson
Roberta Brock
Rita Johnson
Frank Meadows
Rich Patterson
Susan Pietrantozzi

While we are not together, please mail
your tithes and offerings to the church
at the address listed below:
Beckley Presbyterian Church
203 S. Kanawha Street
Beckley, WV 25801

OFFICER ELECTION
A congregational meeting will be held SUNDAY, MAY
3rd at the close of worship for the election of officers. A list
of active confirmed members and the form for nominating
officers (5 Ruling Elders, 1 Trustee, and 1 Nominating Committee representative) may be picked up at the church .
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

5 Palm Sunday

6

7

8

9 Maundy Thursday

10Good Friday

11:00 a.m.-online worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
7:00 p.m.-Worship

Office Closed

with Holy Communion

Sat
4

11

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

12Easter Sunday

13Office Closed

14

15

16

17

18

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
11:00 a.m.-Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

12:00 p.m.-PW mtg.

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
11:00 a.m.-Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr
4:30 p.m.-Admin
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

26

27

28

29

30

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
11:00 a.m.-Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Session

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

