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Four Decades of Beautiful Music
BPC Celebrates Anniversary of Noack Organ
By MONTE MITCHELL
BPC Pastor
Harriet Jones remembers playing the old pipe organ and how it finally broke down one time too many.
“The repair guy said we were wasting our time spending any more
money on it,” she said. “It was time to get a new one.” Other experts
and consultants said the same thing.
It was 1974 when a task force was formed and it took five years of
work, study, financing, prayer and a little bit of luck until the dedication
of the Noack organ on October 28, 1979. It’s called the Noack organ
because it was built by the Noack Organ Company.
“I can’t believe it’s been 40 years,” said Chuck Lucas, a member of the
organ task force.
Dan Calvert, a member of the organ finance committee, said the organ has become a symbol of the church, remembered especially by visitors who come for weddings or funerals.
“It kind of takes your breath away when you see it and then when you
hear it,” he said. “I have a hard time remembering what this church
looked like without that. When that instrument is played it wakes you
up and it also makes you realize the power of it, and it does bring you a
little closer to God. It’s moved me so many times I can’t count.”
SEE ORGAN, page 2

Instrumental in helping get the
Noack Organ were: front, Jim
Songer and Harriet Jones; back,
left to right, Dan Calvert, Jerry
Bays, and Chuck Lucas. They
were among more than 20 leaders
who worked to select the organ
and arrange financing.

Thoughts on 40 Years of Noack
By TIM WAUGH
BPC Artist-In-Residence
I have the delightful ability to recall the
days of Beckley Presbyterian Church prior
to and through the early years of the
Noack organ. I was pleased to be in attendance for the Inaugural Recital played by
Joan Lippincott.

This instrument is one of the most unique
church instruments I’ve been honored to
play.
Typically “modern” instruments are
electronic or electro-pneumatic which means
the key action is connected by electric current.
The Noack is a mechanical action instrument. The connection between the keyboard
SEE NOACK, page 3
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ORGAN, Continued from page 1
Harriet, who was chairwoman of
The Organ Committee, said the late
Rev. Fritz Schilling, pastor at the
time, was the driving force behind
the effort. “If we wouldn’t have had
Fritz, we wouldn’t have this organ,”
she said. “He pushed us.”
There was a lot of work involved,
including studies and trips to organ
companies. Harriet said she was on
the phone every day for five years
with Elmo Hurst, who became
chairman of the organ finance committee.
They had a lot of money to raise.
The organ cost $169,000, and the
church had to spend another
$20,000 on renovations to make it
fit and to provide structural integrity to the floor. That’s a lot of
The Noack Organ fills the front of the sanctuary.
money even now, but adjusted for
inflation, it was equivalent to raising more than $700,000 in today’s
dollars.
Harriet remembers going to the
session seeking approval for the
effort, and taking her carefully written out notes, which she still has.
She said to them, “We have always been a generous church and
continue to be one. This is one deal
once in a hundred years. There are
organs just like it in Europe today
that Bach played on (in the 1700s).”
The committee had decided
against replacing the old organ with
This plaque on the back bears signatures of the people who
an electronic organ, because they
built the organ.
didn’t think it would last as long.
Harriet’s notes show she told the session that a replacement electronic organ “will only last as long as your
television set. You’d be replacing it. This organ would go in there for $169,000 and be there for 200 years or
longer.”
Committee members visited organ companies in Ohio and New England. The late Doug Gilmer, the church
organist at the time and a member of the organ committee, traveled to Massachusetts to visit a small organ
company.
“He met Fritz Noack and came back totally enthused with Fritz and this Noack organ,” Harriet said.
Doug’s wife Betsy remembers his enthusiasm for the organ and company.
“Doug felt that this instrument was one that would take us into the future and he was very impressed with the
workmanship there,” Betsy said.
SEE ORGAN, page 4
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NOACK, Continued from Front
to the pipe is completely mechanical, much like
the connection found in a piano. This allows the
player an unusual amount of control and sensitivity of the action – the connectivity between the
finger touch and the pipe mechanism.
It has attracted and continues to attract organists
from across the US and around the world to come
to BPC to play it, as the organ guest book on the
console demonstrates
I enjoy playing this instrument quite a bit! It
does require practice to keep up the techniques
needed, since the organist is responsible for operating manually every aspect of the instrument.
When I arrived and played my first service on the
first Sunday of January 1999, I had just left a position which was less than supportive of my efforts. I had decided to take a break from church
music. It was the Director of Music at the
time, Patricia Frier, who encouraged me to come
to BPC.
Getting to play the Noack was the sole deciding
factor at that time. Playing this instrument is an
honor. This organ is built to last, and I hope my
successors for hundreds of years are drawn to this
instrument as it attracted me in 1999!

The Noack Organ has doors that open on the back and
reveal the pipes within the cabinet.

Harriet Jones plays the
Noack Organ soon after
she led the effort to make
it a reality. To see a copy
of the 1979 organ
dedication program,
which has a list of all the
people who worked
on the
organ effort, visit the
church’s website at
beckleypres.org, then
click on Newsletters and
Bulletins.
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ORGAN, Continued from page 2
The committee weighed their visits with
all the organ builders and gathered piles of
information, together with estimates and
plans and then made notes for the big meeting with the session.
“The session said, ‘Yes, we think this is a
wonderful idea, get all the money pledged
and we’ll sign a contract,’” Harriet said.
Then, the congregation voted to do it.
The decision came at a time when the coal
industry was booming and the community
was vibrant.
Jim Songer, a member of the finance committee, said they told the session they would
raise half the money outside of the church.
He remembers twisting a few arms.
“We had $70,000 we raised in a week,
$50,000 not in the church, and then Elmo
and I joined in,” he said. “(The session)
said, ‘If you boys can raise money like that,
go.’”
It took less than a year to get everything in
place after that and then about a year to
build the organ.
The Noack Organ Co. custom builds each
of its organs to fit the available space and be
pleasing both aesthetically and musically.
The organ here at Beckley Presbyterian
Church was the 90th the company contracted
to build - Opus 90, they call it. Each of their
organs has a free-standing hardwood case.
You can walk entirely around this organ,
and at the back you’ll see a plaque signed
by the 12 people who worked on it, including Fritz Noack. (He would go on to become president of the International Society
of Organ builders and retired in 2015. The
company is still going strong, and is currently working on Opus 165, scheduled for
completion in 2021for Chapel of the Cross
Church in Madison, Mississippi.)

Each of the organs the company builds is a
different size, with varying case styles and
pipes. The organ most like the one here in
Beckley is a sister organ called Opus 87,
completed in 1978 for Ardmore United
Methodist Church in Winston-Salem, NC.
Even once the organ was ready to be installed here, there was one more hurdle.
“They built the whole thing in Massachusetts and had a recital and then they took it
apart and brought it on a truck and the truck
broke down,” Harriett said.
But then it was here, with a drape covering
the workspace for the month or so it took to
install the organ.
Harriet still remembers the first time she
heard it.
“I love the organ,” she said. “It’s got a
wonderful sound. It can play softly or it can
play loud…I think when people walk into the
church, they go ‘Oh!’ (when they see it) and
then you hear it played and it has a magnificent sound.”
The vision was to have the organ not just
for the church, but for the greater community, and that’s been met over the years with
thousands of worship services, weddings, recitals and concerts.
That day in 1979 when the initial work was
done and the ministry of the organ was beginning, the Rev. Fritz Schilling expressed
appreciation for the host of people “whose
gifts of money, talent, time, energy and creativity have brought us to this moment of realizing what once seemed an impossible
dream. May the music of this organ truly be
a blessing and a means of God’s revelation to
this congregation and to the congregation of
humanity beyond our doors. To the glory of
God and to the upbuilding of His family, we
celebrate the dedication of this majestic pipe
organ.”
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This page was included in the program for the Oct. 28, 1979 recital and dedication service for
the Noack Organ.
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October
01
02
04
06
08
08
12
12
13
16
25
28

WVU TECH FAITH EXPO
Toni Mullins and Drema Davis, along with Pastor Monte Mitchell,
represented Beckley Presbyterian Church on Sept. 18 at West Virginia University Tech’s Faith Expo. The event was a resource to the
WVU Tech community to connect to area places of worship and
faiths.

A craft show will be held Saturday,
Nov. 2 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. in
Friendship Hall. Don’t miss this
great opportunity for fellowship,
food, and an early start on your
own Christmas shopping.
Fudge maker volunteers are requested to
make fudge for the City of Beckley’s 27th
annual Chili Night on Saturday, Oct. 5
from 5 to 9 p.m. We need at least 25 dozen
pieces of 3” by 3” peanut butter fudge. The
fudge needs to be made in a 9” by 13” pan
so the pieces are consistent. The fudge must
be creamy peanut butter (no nutty peanut
butter) and must be cut and wrapped in
plastic wrap. We will be selling for $2 each.
There is a sign-up sheet at the front of the
church.

Helen Trader
Jacob Morris
Mikaela Otte
Todd Scott
Clyde A. Smith, Jr.
Al Combs
Jessica Aubrey
Jeff Harris
Bill Bailey
Helen Walker
Sam Yurick
Nancy Tieche

November
01
02
06
06
06
07
09
11
19
21
22
23
23
24
27

Lena S. Cox
Drema Davis
Aaron Aubrey
Edgar E. Bibb, III
Richard Bland, II
John Walker
Lea Bridi
Will Stamper
Jane Sutphin
Brett Sutphin
Jody Clowers
Kay Hoover
Makayla Wykle
Luke Feldhake
Marie Lewis

December
02
03
03
09
10
11
13
16
18
19
20
22
23
23
23
24
25
29

Morgan Bridi
Nancy Keatley
Colette Meadows
Alice Yurick
Jack Schroder
Ann Worley
Betty Klingensmith
Sandi Schroder
Charlie Chandler
Roger Reed
Brenda Meadows
Nick Yurick
Peggy Debnam
Howard Mollohan
William Haslam
Scott VanMeter
Diane Bridi
William Hartling

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

28

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 Session

27

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worshp
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM

21

for Helping Hands

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

29

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr
4:30 p.m.-Admin Mtg.
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

22

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

15

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

30

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

23

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

16

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr
7:00 p.m.-Worship Mtg
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

14

9

8

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

2

9:00 a.m.-Shepherd’s Ctr
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

Wed

1

Tue

7

Mon

20Cents-Ability and Food

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
10:55 a.m.-Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM

13

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
10:55 a.m.-Worship
12:00 p.m.-Luncheon
2:00 p.m.-Organ Recital &
Hymnfest
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM

6 Peace Offering &
Organ Recital

Sun

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

31

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

24

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
Beckley Community
Concert

17

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

10

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

3

Thu

OCTOBER 2019

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

25

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

18

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

11

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

4

Fri

26

19

12:00-PW Mtg.

12

5
5:00 p.m.-Chili Night

Sat
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Join us for the Grand 40th
Anniversary Celebration of
the Noack Organ on Sunday,
Oct. 6. Worship is at 10:55
a.m. Lunch will follow in
Friendship Hall. Organ recital and hymnfest at 2 p.m.
The celebration will include
the debut of a hymn written
for the occasion by organist
Robert Hobby.

LECTIONARY READINGS
October 6
World Communion Sunday
Lam. 1:1-6; Lam.3:19-26 or Ps. 137;
2 Tim. 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10
October 13
Jer. 29:1, 4-7; Ps. 66:1-12;
2 Tim. 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19
October 20
Jer. 31:27-34; Ps. 119:97-104;
2 Tim. 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8
October 27
Joel 2:23-32; Ps. 65;
2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14

Email: office@beckleypres.org
Website: beckleypres.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BPC.PCUSA.WV

The first celebration of World Communion Sunday
started through Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933 where Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr
served as pastor. It became a deonominational practice in
the Presbyterian Church (US) in 1936.
Dr. Kerr’s son Donald remembered, “The concept
spread very slowly at the start. People did not give it a
whole lot of thought. It was during the Second World
War that the spirit
caught hold, because
we were trying to
hold the world together. World Wide
Communion symbolized the effort to hold
things together, in a
spiritual sense. It emphasized that we are
one in the Spirit and
the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Today, World Communion Sunday is celebrated around the world, demonstrating that the church founded on Jesus Christ peacefully shares God-given goods in a world increasingly destabilized by globalization and global market economies
based on greed.

