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WELCOME, Monte and Jennifer Mitchell
I love being a pastor, and Jennifer is
an excellent pastor's wife: kind, helpful,
caring, compassionate and hardworking. She calls Bingo two mornings
a week for the senior citizens we host at
the church, and frequently bakes them
biscuits and breakfast casseroles and
joins me to visit them in the hospital.
She didn't expect to be a pastor's wife,
but is exceptionally well suited for it.
Her mother was a church secretary for 20 years. Her father
is a retired school principal and associate superintendent
who is currently on the administrative board at the United
Methodist church in Statesville, where Jennifer grew up and
we were married. We both love the many chances being in
the church gives us to live out our faith.

the Presbyterian church. I love the emphasis on God's
sovereignty and grace. I love our church's inclusiveness
and diversity, its call for justice, its proclamation of the
Word of God and celebration of the sacraments, and its
emphasis on living our lives in grateful response to what
God has done for us.
Sadly, Jennifer and I lost two children at birth, Charlie
and Laura Beth. My twin sister has five
children and we also share a niece through
Jennifer's sister and we have been active in
their lives. We are bringing with us our cat
Timmy, whom we found in a well, and
Sally, the golden retriever; Henry, the standard poodle; and Barney, the chihuahua.

Jennifer and I are excited about coming
to Beckley Presbyterian Church, meeting
We both loved books as we were growing up, and still do. you and learning your stories.
I wanted to become a writer and then attend seminary and
become a minister. I have been the pastor of The Fellowship Church for the past six years and was a journalist for 25
Join us
years. From the time I could read, I remember being enSunday, February 17, 2019
thralled by Bible stories and the newspaper. I have kept a
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lifelong habit of regularly reading and studying the Bible,
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praying and attending church. My father served 20 years in
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the Air Force. My twin sister and I were born in Key West,
Fla., and our younger childhood was spent in Virginia, BelFellowship Hall
gium, Myrtle Beach, S.C.; and Spain. When our father retired
from the Air Force and we returned to Hickory, we joined
Highland Baptist Church. Dad was a deacon. Mom was a
longtime Sunday school teacher. I went to Wake Forest UniSUMMARY OF SESSION
versity and back home became a deacon and Sunday school
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teacher.
Jennifer played bagpipes in the high school Grenadier
band. She graduated from Lenoir-Rhyne College in Hickory
with an English degree, and immediately started working as
a reporter for the Hickory Daily Record. She eventually became editor of the Observer News Enterprise in nearby
Newton. She left the newspaper when we got married and
moved briefly to Washington, DC so I could complete a
fellowship there. Back home, she worked for a custom furniture company. Hickory and Statesville are 30 minutes
apart, and though we believe it is possible that I once sold
Jennifer a hamburger at the mall when I was 15 years old,
we did not meet for certain until she interviewed me for a
job at the newspaper where she was the editor. She was my
boss, and of course, the joke, which is not really a joke, is
that she still is. We became good friends at the paper, and
after I moved to a cross-town newspaper we got married.
Later, when we moved away from home together for the
first time when my journalism career took me to cover the
mountains of northwest North Carolina, it was the first time
we looked for a home together and the first time we looked
for a church home together.
When we visited North Wilkesboro Presbyterian Church,
we liked it so much we didn’t look anywhere else. The biggest thing I noticed was they spoke of Jesus and grace, compassion and healing. It reminded me of the Baptist church
of my youth in the 1970s, the church I loved. We both love

JANUARY 2019 MEETINGS

The session met on Sunday, January 6,2019
after worship to consider the budget for 2019.
Elder Clyde Smith, chairman of the Finance
Committee, presented the budget for 2019. After a brief
discussion and upon motion by Clyde Smith, duly seconded, the budget was approved as presented.
MINUTES OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019
Ann Worley, chairperson of the PNC , presented the terms
of call for the Reverend Monte D. Mitchell. Upon motion
by Ann Worley, seconded by Mary Calvert, the congregation joyously approved the call to Rev. Mitchell to be our
Minister of Word and Sacrament as of February 15, 2019.
SUMMARY OF SESSION
MEETING
January 28, 2019
Elected Toni Mullins as Treasurer for 2019.
Approved Statistical Report for 2018 and called a Congregational Meeting for February 24, 2019 to present the report to the congregation.
Elected Drema Davis as representative to the February 16,
2019 Presbytery Meeting.
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“The mission of Beckley
Presbyterian Church is to
glorify God through the
nurturing and equipping
of our congregation to
manifest our faith
throughout God’s creation
with love, joy, hope, and
open hearts.”
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NURTURING FAITH IDEAS
February 3: “Lord, even as we enjoy the
Super Bowl football game, help us be
mindful of those who are without a bowl
of soup to eat.” That simple prayer in
1990 from a seminary intern at the
Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in
Columbia, SC, sparked a youth group,
who then invited other area youth groups to join them to collect dollars and canned food for the needy. Today is Souper
Bowl Sunday, and this offering continues. The first one, with
22 churches participating, raised $5,700. In 2018, 3,769
groups participated and raised $8,127,435 for local food pantries. Let’s give thanks for all those who are willing to give
back to their communities.
February 10: This week, find out from your local food pantry
or other organization that provides food to those in need what
they really need. Share with your church next Sunday, and
plan to collect those items on a designated date.
February 17: It is estimated that the average American throws
away 25 percent of food and beverages that are purchased. Pay
attention to what you toss. What are ways you can avoid getting rid of good food?
February 24: The rate of poverty in the United States grows
every year. In 2017, 11.8 percent of households experienced
food insecurity. Being food insecure means that at times during the year, these households were unsure of their ability to
have enough food to meet the needs of the family. You can
help families by donating to your local food pantry yearround.
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MEMORIAL GIFT FUND
we are grateful for the following Gifts:
--In Memory of Shirley Fox by: Mr. & Mrs. Franklin
Meadows, Mr. & Mrs. Roger Reed, Mr. William Haslam
--In Memory of Dr. Lewis Fox by: Mr. & Mrs. Franklin
Meadows, Mr. William Haslam
--In Memory of Dr. C. Richard Daniel Sr. by: Ms. Harriet Jones, Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Meadows, Mr. & Mrs. Roger Reed,
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Scherer, Mr. William Haslam
--In Memory of Jeanette Bond by: Ms. Harriet Jones,
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Scherer
--In Memory of Susan Landis by: Mr. & Mrs. Roger Reed
--In Memory of Meredith Trent by: Mr. & Mrs. Roger Reed
--In Memory of Alice Rahall by: Mr. & Mrs. Roger Reed

FAREWELL RECEPTION
Please join us
Following Worship
Sunday, February 3rd
For a farewell reception for
Cameron &Susan Harkness & Jasper
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8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–
EB

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

9:45 a.m.-SundaySch
10:55 a.m.-Worship
12:00 p.m.-Farewell Reception for Cameron
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM

10:00 a.m.-PW Mtg
Noon-AA Mtg-EB

9:00 a.m.-Sheprd’s Ctr
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

10:00 a.m.-KnittingWR
Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–
EB

9:00 Presby Prep Mtg
12:00 PW Luncheon
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11

12

13

14

16

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

9:00 a.m.-Sheprd’s Ctr
1:30 p.m.WorshipMtg.
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

10:00 a.m.-KnittingWR
11:00-Carpt Corner
Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Valentines Day
Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

15

9:45 a.m.-Sunday Sch
10:55 a.m.-Worship
1:30 p.m-Chur GroMtg-WR
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM

17Cents-Ability and Food

18

19

20

21

22

for Helping Hands

Noon-AA Mtg-EB

9:00 a.m.-Sheprd’s Ctr
4:30 p.m.-Admin Mtg.
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

10:00 a.m.-KnittingWR
Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–
EB

24

25

26

27

28

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
10:55 a.m.-Worshp
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Session

9:00 a.m.-Sheprd’s Ctr
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
10:55 a.m.-Worship
12:00 p.m.-Reception for
Monte Mitchell
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM
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10:00 a.m-KnittingWR
11:00-Carpt. Corner
Noon-AA Mtg-EB

Noon-AA Mtg-EB
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–
EB
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