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THE PIPE LINE 
The Pipe Line is published  
twice a month. The next Pipe 
Line will be published on 
January 18, 2017.  The dead-
line to submit articles for the 
next Pipe Line is Monday, 
January 16, 2017, at 5 p.m. 

INTERIM MINISTER SEARCH 
     So here we go again.  While we think about our past we would all likely 
agree that the ministers that have crossed our individual paths and particu-
larly the path through Beckley Presbyterian Church have been called by 
God to share in discipleship and service.  It may seem like we just went 
through the process of  finding an installed full-time pastor, but if  we stop 
to think, it has been a few years and much has changed and with that 
change we need to prayerfully deliberate the direction God has for Beckley 
Presbyterian Church.    It can, however, be frustrating to think that we find 
ourselves without a full-time pastor.  God will work through us and 
through the church to continue the work of  BPC and all the saints that 
have gone before.  As Presbyterians we recognize and embrace the connec-
tional nature of  the PC(USA).  So even when we don't realize it, what we 
do here affects the other connected bodies of  the connected system.  To-
gether we confess our creeds and our acts of  faith and commitment, not 
only at the local level but through our Presbytery and through the General 
Assembly.  These other bodies not only share with us in our service and 
work to the world but also in the process of  finding a pastor.  The process 
of  calling a pastor can, at times, be frustrating because of  these connected 
bodies  but the process has been developed over many years to allow con-
gregations prayerful consideration to discern God's plan for his people.  
This time of  discernment for calling a pastor allows the congregation time 
for self-reflection and study not just on where we have been but on where 
we are going.  When we figure out who we are and what we are called to 
be, we can examine a number of  candidates to see who we are called by 
God to minister with.   
     The determination of  our next full-time pastor is not one that we 
should rush into or take for granted.  Many in our congregation are famil-
iar with the steps in the search process and to remind us the basic steps in-
clude:  developing a current mission study,  electing a Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC), using the mission study to develop information we can 
share about our ministry and what we are looking for in a pastor, receive 
and review information on likely dozens of  interested candidate pastors, 
select a nominee and negotiate/approve a call. Each part of  this process is 
quite valuable and deserves appropriate attention and prayer.  In following 
the process we allow every member of  the congregation the opportunity 
to feel included and inspired.  Therefore, to enable the congregation time 
to study, reflect and pray the session has decided to call an interim minister.  
This decision is not one that was taken lightly without a lot of  thought  
and prayer.  An interim pastor will provide us help in conducting the mis-
sion study and with a continuity in the pulpit.  Perhaps most importantly 
he or she will provide the church and community with pastoral care and 
will prepare us and Beckley Presbyterian Church for the next full-time in-
stalled pastor that God is calling to this place. 

                                -INTERIM MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE 
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Letter from Mission Co-Worker, Leslie Y. Morgan  

 
Rajshahi, Bangladesh  
Friday, 11 November 2016  
Confession of  an Uncertain Missionary  
“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)  
 
Dear Friends,  
     Equipped with a loud whistle, Gopinath kept a lookout along the dirt road as Cindy and I 
walked among the mud-walled, dirt-floored homes of  a rural village in northwestern Bangladesh. 
We were on one of  our regular field visits, this time to the village of  Polashi, the home of  twenty-
eight poor, landless Santal tribal families who last month professed their faith in Jesus Christ and 
were received into full communion in the Church. If  Gopinath saw anything suspicious, such as 
two men driving up on a motorcycle, his order was to blow the whistle hard.  
     Ever since attacks by Islamist militants in Bangladesh dramatically escalated last July when 
twenty people, mostly foreigners, were slaughtered in a restaurant in an upscale part of  Dhaka, the 
capital, Cindy and I have adhered to strict security measures. As a rule, we no longer take trains, 
buses or rickshaws as we usually would, or even go to restaurants and marketplaces. To go any-
where, we use a private vehicle with a driver—in Rajshahi, one provided by Christian Mission 
Hospital; and in Dhaka, one recommended by the Church of  Bangladesh, under whose care we 
serve here. I hired Gopinath not only to serve as a lookout during our village visits but also to do 
the errands we can no longer do ourselves—buy groceries, pay our rent, gas, internet and phone 
bills, mail letters, and purchase medical supplies.  
     The threat of  militant attacks has affected Bangladeshi Christians, Hindus and other minorities 
as well. Church leaders have received anonymous death threats, and just this month over a hun-
dred Hindu homes and several temples were ransacked and looted. Christian Mission Hospital, 
where we serve as advisors, is also at risk, so the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has helped it in-
crease security.  
     With permission from the Church of  Bangladesh, we have continued our village visits, but only 
to areas where there are Christians who know their Muslim neighbors well. In Polashi, as is our 
routine, we accompanied a Bangladeshi pastor and a local church leader to the homes of  the sick. 
Among those were Boyla, bedridden from a stroke; Palus, short of  breath from severe emphy-
sema; and Rani, suffering with chronic pain in her back from years of  bending over in rice fields 
every day for hours at a time. Sitting at their sides on mats of  hand-woven palm fronds, we took 
time to listen, to look at what was physically ailing them and to decide what could be done to help 
relieve their suffering. We also talked about what the local church could do to help prevent such 
illnesses in the future. At the end, we laid our hands on them and prayed for their healing.  
     Although visiting the sick and working for their healing is fundamental to the Church’s procla-
mation of  the gospel, I confess that I have always harbored some degree of  doubt that God has 
indeed called me to promote and carry out this ministry in Bangladesh. Most of  the time, my path 
in mission service has seemed firm and safe enough to reassure me; but whenever living and 
working in this country becomes especially difficult or risky, such as now, doubt creeps out from 
its hiding place in my heart and asks its unsettling questions:  

Letter from Mission Co-Worker, Leslie Y. Morgan (continued on Page 3) 
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 You thought you could handle this wisely; but really, who in his right mind would bring his 
 family to live and work in such a place as this? You don’t have much to show for all the 
 years you have spent in Bangladesh—are you sure staying here is worth it? And anyway, 
 isn’t it true that coming here in the first place was simply an aberrant, misguided decision 
 of  the broken person you are rather than the obedient response of  the person God has 
 called you to be?  
     I begin to question the trust I placed in God and 
the belief  that he has been, and still is, leading me and 
my family in the right path.  
     At the end of  our visit in Polashi, while I was sit-
ting under a tree to see a few more patients, a Santali 
woman named Morjina, who with the others in the vil-
lage had professed her faith in Christ, brought to me 
her six-month-old son, Sohel. Clean, well-fed and 
wearing eye shadow and a beauty spot on his forehead, 
he had all the signs of  an only son adored by his 
mother. But Sohel had been born without a left hand 
and forearm, his head circumference was small for his 
age, he had poor muscle tone, and he couldn’t fix his 
gaze—all signs of  a profoundly disabling and incurable 
congenital abnormality. Still, Morjina held out hope 
that I could make him better.  
 

     To this woman who lives in a home without running water and cooks over a fire pit, who did 
not have a chance to go very far in school, and who toils in rice fields for less money than is paid 
to men for the same amount of  work—to her I had to explain the hard truth of  my own power-
lessness to cure her son, Sohel, the joy of  her life. Yet, as others gathered around to listen, I also 
explained that Sohel is a precious and beloved child of  God and that Jesus Christ has called all of  
us, his Church, to love and care for him; and I said I would do all I can to help. Then I invited 
them to place their hands on him as I prayed.  
     Morjina, looking intensely at me, had nodded gently as I spoke; but at the end I saw that tears 
were in her eyes, and I understood then that my uncertain path of  mission had led me into a sa-
cred fellowship with one who, like me, was struggling to believe. I also understood that her fellow-
ship with me in Christ was what would sustain me in missionary service even in the face of  my 
own insidious doubt. Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!  
     If  my presence with Morjina can lift her up and help her to walk in the path of  faith as she ca-
res for her son, then I will have done at least a portion of  what God has called me to do in Bang-
ladesh. Thank you for being part of  the fellowship that likewise lifts up Cindy and me, as we walk 
in the path of  faith as missionaries.  
 

Your fellow servant,  
 
 

-----------------------------------------  
Leslie Y. Morgan  
Presbyterian Church U.S.A.)  
Mission Co-Worker / Bangladesh  

PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker Les Morgan with 

Sohel and his mother, Morjina, in the village of 

Polashi in northwestern Bangladesh.  
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ELDERS ON CALL 
January 8 - 14 

Peggy White & Nancy Cameron 
 

January 15 - 21 
Al Combs & Bill Hartling 

 

January 22 - 28 
Dan Calvert & Ann Worley 

 

January 29 - February 4 
Charles McNeel & Ross Hageman 

 

OPEN FLOWER DATES 
     If  you would like to place flowers in the 

Sanctuary in memory or in 
honor of  a loved one, please 
contact Susan in the church 
office.  
     Sunday, January 22nd is 
currently open. 

SESSION SUMMARY 

AT ITS MEETING ON MONDAY,  
DECEMBER 19, 2016, 

THE SESSION OF BECKLEY  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

CONDUCTED THE FOLLOWING 
BUSINESS: 

 
MINISTRY GROUP/COMMITTEE  
ACTIONS 
ADMINISTRATION  
* Received financial reports to be filed for  
audit    
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/ 
CAMPUS MINISTRY 
* Distributed “Finals Supply Kits” to our BPC 
college students and to WVU Tech students. 
* Youth to go caroling at Greystone. 
CHURCH GROWTH/SERVICE 

* Adopt-A-Family gifts delivered for distribu-
tion to Head Start students. 

* Ten Thousand Villages sale has been very 
successful. 
WORSHIP 
* Worship leaders have been recruited through 
February.    
* White Christmas was well attended. 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN – KITCHEN 
COMMITTEE 
* Approved keying the kitchen door to the 
master key to permit access by all Elders. 

* Kitchen door will be locked prior to the start 
of  the worship service and when otherwise 
not in use. 
 
INTERIM MINISTER SEARCH  
COMMITTEE 
* Continue to meet and submit forms to PWV 
for solicitation of  applications for Interim 
Minister position. 
* Authorized Minute for Mission on Sunday, 
January 8, 2017, to bring congregation up to 
date on status of  the search process. 
MISSION STUDY COMMITTEE  
* Study will be deferred until such time as an 
Interim Minister is hired and can lead in this 
process. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
* Scheduled Elders to be on call. 
* Scheduled Congregational Meeting for Sun-
day, February 5, 2017, for the purpose of  
presenting the 2016 Annual Report.  
- Approved use of  meeting room in Educa-
tional Building by “Steps to Freedom” AA 
group on Saturday, December 31, 2016, for a 
special program. 
 

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD  
MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2017 
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White Christmas Program 

And Reception 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

     To all our members and friends who are 
going through difficult times or are unwell or 
recovering from illness or surgery at this 
time, we send you our heartfelt concerns and 
prayers and wish you all a speedy recovery. 

PER CAPITA  
     Per capita is a set amount of  money 
(apportionment) per member that Presbyteri-
ans have paid for over 150 years to mutually 
share the costs associated with coordinating 
the operational and ecclesiastical functions 
of  our General Assembly, Presbyteries, and 
Synods.  In 2017, our Presbytery of  WV Per 
Capita rate is $29.00 per (active, con-
firmed) member.   
   While the cost for each of  us individually is 
minimal, the total impact on the church 
budget is substantial.  If  you feel you can 
assist with this expense for the current 
year, please make your checks payable to 
Beckley Presbyterian Church, with the nota-
tion, “Per Capita,” on the memo line.  Con-
tributions can be received at any time during 
the year.  
 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS  
ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED  

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 
   

January 6: Epiphany of  the Lord – The wise 
men paid homage to the new King and Christ 
Child by bringing gifts. Do not hide your gift. 
Bring your gift to Christ in reverence and in joy. 
What is it that Jesus is calling you to do in your 
church congregation, in your community, in 
your presbytery? Do it!  
January 8: Baptism of  the Lord – As we cele-
brate our Lord’s baptism, we also remember our 
own baptism. We are baptized into the body of  
Christ and we are also empowered by the same 
Spirit of  God that descended upon Jesus. What 
does your baptism mean to you? What can you 
do to honor your baptism and your place in the 
body of  Christ? Nurture your faith this week by 
living fully in your baptism.  
January 15: The psalmist (40) writes that he 
waited patiently for the Lord and the Lord heard 
the cry of  desperation that the psalmist ex-
pressed. If  you are not suffering from a desolate 
spirit, there is someone you know who is. Visit 
the hospital or nursing home today to tell the 
glad news of  deliverance of  the Lord. Do not 
conceal what great things God is doing. Let 
those who need to hear a word from the Lord 
hear that word from you.  

IN DEEPEST SYMPATHY 

The sympathy of  the congregation is 
extended to the family of  Annette 
Swiger, who joined the church trium-
phant on December 11, 2016.  
 

The sympathy of  the congregation is 
extended to Ray Richmond and fam-
ily on the death of  Ray's sister, 

Mary Jo Ransom who joined the church trium-
phant on December 16, 2016. 
 

The sympathy of  the congregation is extended to 
Mickey dePrater and family on the death of  her 
husband, Rev. Dr. William dePrater, who joined 
the church triumphant on December 17, 2016. 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
     On Sunday, January 8th, there will be a 
Minute for Mission to bring the congrega-
tion up to date on the status of  the search 
process for an Interim Minister.  

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
     Please join us following Worship on Sun-
day, January 15th, for our monthly Fellow-
ship Lunch. 
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PIPE LINE SCHEDULE 
 

         Deadline for            Date To Be 
              Articles        Published 
        January 16, 2017      January 18, 2017 
        January 30, 2017      February 1, 2017 

CALENDAR 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 
Pipe Line 
Noon - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
6:30 p.m. - Book Club -  
                  Witherspoon Room 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5  
Noon - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
6:00 p.m. - Handbells 
7:15 p.m. - Choir 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6 
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 
Baptism of  the Lord 
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School  
10:55 a.m. - Worship with Holy Communion 
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio 
MONDAY, JANUARY 9 
9:30 a.m. - PW Coordinating Team Mtg. - 
                 Witherspoon Room 
Noon - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10 
9:00 a.m. - Shepherd’s Center 
6:30 p.m. - Ministry of  Worship Mtg. -  
                 Witherspoon Room 
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 
11:00 a.m. - The Carpenter’s Corner 
Noon - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
6:30 p.m. - Book Club - Witherspoon Room 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12  
Noon - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
6:00 p.m. - Handbells 
7:15 p.m. - Choir 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 
Noon - PW Circle Luncheon - Friendship Hall 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 
Food for Helping Hands 
Cents-Ability Offering 
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School  
10:55 a.m. - Worship  
Noon - Fellowship Lunch - Friendship Hall 
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio 
MONDAY, JANUARY 16 
Birthday of  Martin Luther King, Jr. 
OFFICE CLOSED 
5:30 p.m. - Ministry of  Church Growth/ 
                 Service Mtg. - Friendship Hall 
Noon - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 
9:00 a.m. - Shepherd’s Center 
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 
Pipe Line 
Noon - AA Meeting - Ed. Bldg. 
6:30 p.m. - Book Club - Witherspoon Room 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
January 8, 2017 

Baptism of  the Lord 
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; 

Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:15-17 
 

January 15, 2017 
Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11;  

1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
 

January 22, 2017 
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 
 

January 29, 2017 
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 

1 Corinthians 18:31; Matthew 5:1-12 
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“The mission of   
Beckley Presbyterian Church  

is to glorify God through  
the nurturing and  
equipping of our  
congregation to  

manifest our faith  
throughout God’s  

creation with love, joy,  
hope, and open hearts.”  

Beckley Presbyterian 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 01 Joan Cole 
 03 Sarah Beth Janney 
 04 Robin Feldhake 
 05 John Thomas 
 07 Susan Sniadowski 
 08 June Cales 
 09 Cindy Worley 
 09 C. Richard Daniel, Sr. 
 09 Harriet Jones 
 10 Karina Rahall 
          11 Jeanette Bond 
 14 Toni Mullins 
 16 Nelle Calvert 
 17 Sue Williams 

 19 Ann Zerges 
 18 Scott Worley 
 21 Jessica Morris 
 23 Jennifer Smith 
 23 C. Richard Daniel, Jr. 
 23      Miles Ragalyi  
 24  Robert Bolen 
 24 Judith K. Ragland 
 24 Caleb Otte 
 25 Bobbie Richmond 
 27 David Aubrey 
 31 Denise Wilson 
 31 Lannie Gillenwater 
  


