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Dear Church Friends
Do you remember the movie “HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS”? Do you remember Whoville? The inhabitants seemingly lost everything, yet they managed to keep the spirit of Christmas which was most important. What would this world be like if we handled adversity with a similar capacity?
Most of us live in the Beckley area and when possible travel to visit kids, parents, extended family and friends. In most cases we will return to our homes
unscathed by frustrated servers or clerks, or angry drivers and slow truckers, or
disappointed shoppers and runaway children. But there is also the possibility
that you will deal with these or other “intolerable” holiday issues. How can we
keep our composure or is it sanity?
I have a suggestion. First, don’t pretend. Shop, getting someone what she/he
wants and all the while praying for that person can be quite a blessing. Here’s
an example. Say that you are going to buy a person a gift but you really cannot
discern what color or even what to get. You call and talk to your friend, but
you get no satisfaction, so you decide on a gift card. Making the best decision
available, you buy a gift card from a store that you’ve noticed he or she has
used. To top that off you buy a beautiful personalized Christmas card. The
deed is done but you still feel a little guilty. Right?
Here is a subtle approach and from personal experience, I have found that this
works! Always, wrap yourself in prayer for the Grinch -ers, all the while giving thanks that you are not one of them. I suggest that entering into an extended time of prayer not about the gift but toward the individual that you are
gifting. Wrap yourself in prayer. Wrap yourself in prayer for your dear family and friends. Be the “Good Samaritan of prayer.” When you come upon
broken situations and cannot lend a hand, tend to that situation with prayer.
God’s Spirit is within you so activate it!
Little children, you are from God, and have conquered them; for the one who is
in you is greater than the one who is in the world. (1John 4:4 NRSV)
You’ll hear this more than once from me. I believe one of the greatest prayers
ever uttered was from a Charles Dickens’ character in A CHRISTMAS
CAROL. Tiny Tim offered the prayer at Christmas dinner. “God bless us,
every one!”
Make your Christmas preparation count. Make Christmas count. Make your
journeys count. Be the “Good Samaritan of prayer.”

Pastor Jim
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SESSION SUMMARY
AT ITS MEETING ON
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2017,
THE SESSION OF
BECKLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CONDUCTED THE FOLLOWING
BUSINESS:
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER
- Billy Richmond received by Letter of Transfer
MINISTRY GROUP/COMMITTEE ACTIONS
ADMINISTRATION
- Received financial reports to be filed for audit
- Clarified adjustment to Jim Burton’s “Salary”
and “Housing” budgeted line items
- Appointed Dan Calvert to audit 2017 financial
records
-Holiday office schedule to close Monday (December
25), Friday (December 29), Monday and Tuesday
(January 1 and 2, 2018
- Approved 2018 Budget
PERSONNEL
- Noted that Jeff Harris is present on Sunday mornings to provide security
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/CAMPUS MINISTRY
- Permission for youth to hold lunch and baked good
“Silent Auction” on December 17 to raise funds for
2018 mission trip
- Packed lunches for WVU-Tech students who stayed
in the dorms during Thanksgiving break
- Finals “Survival Kits” will be prepared for college
youth as well as for 4 WV Wesleyan international
swimmers
- 25 young men and coaches from WVU-Tech
Basketball Team attended our Thanksgiving Dinner
CHURCH GROWTH/SERVICE
- Researching advertising options with local
newspaper
- 50 Hygiene Kits for flood victims delivered to
Presbytery of WV
- Resuming monthly mailing of The Pipe Line to
congregational members using Constant Contact
format and with assistance of volunteers for
mail preparation
- Purchased 7 low energy heaters for Pine Haven
Homeless Shelter use while their boiler was
inoperable
- Gifts purchased for 120 children in Head Start
Program

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
- 15 Thanksgiving dinners delivered to shut-ins
PROPERTY
- Researching alternative heating system for
Educational Building
- Painting continues in Educational Building
WORSHIP
- Anonymous donor providing 25 new choir robes
- Hanging of the Greens rescheduled to November 28
- “Longest Night” service to be held December 20
- “White Christmas” to be held December 10
- Baptism of Opal Smith on December 10
KITCHEN COMMITTEE:
- Older linens and dishes to be donated to Helping
Hands Community Resource Center
- Evaluating possibility of purchasing new chairs
and replacing broken tables
- Consulting with Property Ministry to research
viability of installing stackable washer and dryer
- Finalizing Event Information Form for groups
requesting use of kitchen and Friendship Hall
AD HOC “DESIGN TEAM”
- Meetings being held and goals and objectives established to move forward in evaluation and minister
search process
OLD BUSINESS
- Received report of representative to PWV meeting
held November 16.
NEW BUSINESS
- Scheduled Elders to be on call
- Removed Beth Stone from membership roll, at her
request as she is now an ordained minister
- Approved request for use of building by book group
on Wednesday, January 17, 2018
- Researching formulation of “Child Protection
Policy”
- Approved canceling December meeting of Session
NEXT MEETING TO
HELD MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2018

BE
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OUR
ANNUAL
THANKSGIVING
DINNER
Youth prepared
bag lunches for
WV Tech
college students
to have during
the break.

YOUTH LUNCHEON AND
SILENT AUCTION
SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 17th
The youth want to help you out
this holiday while raising money
for next years mission trip. They are organizing a
Baked Goods Silent Auction on December 17 to take
some of the burden off your preparation for your
own holiday get-together. The youth have already
decided to again join with Old Stone and help the
recovery efforts in Houston next Summer. It would
also be greatly appreciated if you would consider
sharing that delicious holiday treat that you fix every
year for others to enjoy. Please let Ann Worley or
Charles McNeel know if you plan to supply something and make your plans now to join us after
church on the 17th. Lunch will be provided and donations are greatly appreciated.

Probable Worship Plans for December.
“Together, let us seek the Light”

December 3 at 10:55 A.M.–Advent 1–“Looking for the light
of Hope”–“Fabrications” based on
Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37
December 10 at 10:55 A.M.–Advent 2–“Looking for the light
of Love”–“Waiting” based on
Isaiah 40:1-11, Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 and
Mark 1:1-8
December 17 at 10:55 A.M.–Advent 3–“Looking for the light
of Joy”–“Two Babies” based on
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Psalm 126 and
John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 20– Wednesday, Longest Night Service at 7:00
P.M. -A Service of Comfort for
those who struggle with the season.
December 24, Christmas Eve Morning at 10:55 A.M.–
Advent 4 -Holy Communion –
“Looking for the light of Peace” “The Era of
Grace” based on 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16,
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26, Romans 16:25-27,
Luke 1:26-38
December 24, Christmas Eve Evening at 7:00 P.M.–
“Looking for the Light of Christ” Holy Communion-“Danger in the Manger”
based on Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96,
Titus 2:11-14, and Luke 2:1-14-20
December 31– Lessons and Carols of the Advent and Christmas
Seasons The ancient texts
foretelling and proclaiming the glory of
the Savior.
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WHITE CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10th
Please join us for our White Christmas Program at 7 p.m. on Sunday, December 10,
2017. There will be a reception in Friendship
Hall immediately following the program.
Please remember to bring canned goods
wrapped in white paper and
or monetary donations in
white envelopes.

Hunters Helping the Hungry
Mountaineer Food Bank and
the Facing Hunger Food Bank
and the DNR request help tosupport the Hunters Helping
the Hungry Program feed
many hungry West Virginians.
Hunters deliver donated meat
to WVDA and/or USDA certified and inspected meat processors where it is turned into two-pound packages of
ground venison. The Mountaineer Food Bank and Facing
Hunger Food Bank then distribute these packages statewide. The food banks deliver the meat to approved soup
kitchens, food pantries, shelters, senior centers, missions,
churches and community centers.
Processing costs are $2.00 per pound, with the average
deer producing 35.5 pounds of ground venison
(approximately 142 meals). Food banks are paid only to
cover pick-up and distribution costs. The Wildlife Resources Section of the DNR requires financial assistance
to manage a charitable program this large.
Since 1992, Hunters Helping the Hungry has provided
941,066 pounds of venison, for over 1,266,805 familystyle meals at a total cost of $1,316,258.18. Your donation large of small will help place a balanced, healthy meal
before someone less fortunate. Donations are tax deductible. Checks should be made out to: Hunters Helping
the Hungry, and mailed to West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources, 163 Wildlife Road, French Creek, WV
26218.
For more information contact Wildlife Biologist Tyler
Evans at (304)924-6211 and Tyler.S.Evans@wv.gov.
-Ministry of Church Growth and Service

Adopt a Child

Santa will be surprising each of the children at the
Raleigh County Head start Christmas party with a
gift. We have been asked to assist Santa with supplying and wrapping these gifts. The Ministry of Church
Growth and Service gladly accepted. Because each
gift needs to be quite similar the committee will prepurchase the gifts for the children.
Beckley Presbyterian Church has an opportunity to
make Christmas better for approximately 120 local
three and four year olds children attending Central
Head Start., There are thirty-eight boys and forty-two
girls in the classes of four year olds. There are twenty
boys and twenty girls in the three year old classes.
This year, for the Adopt-A-Child project, we will be
collecting money to provide a gift for each child, to
be given out at their Christmas party. The goal is
$20.00 per child to purchase and wrap the gift. Since
each child will receive their gift at school, the gifts
will be similar in type and value. Every child will receive a gift.
Monetary donations will be taken beginning this Sunday, November 19. Envelopes will be available if you
prefer to place your donation in one. Donations by
check should be made out to Beckley Presbyterian
Church with Adopt-A-Child on the memo line. Your
monetary gift whether large or small is appreciated.
Thank you.
-Ministry of Church Growth and Service
PLEDGE UPDATE
November 30, 2017
To date, we have received $169,035.00 in
pledges for the 2018 budget. This amount is 85% of
our goal needed to carry on the programs and projects
proposed by the committees for the coming year. We
appreciate the response of those who have returned
their pledge cards. If you have not had the opportunity to remit yours, the Stewardship Ministry Group
would appreciate it if you could do this as soon as possible.
–Nancy Kissinger, Moderator,
Stewardship Ministry Group
Pledge Goal
Received
SHORT

$197,300
169,035
$28,265
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“DESIGN TEAM”
Members: Mac Tiech, David Sotak, Bill Hartling, Darlene McNeel,
Barbara Yurick, Nell Calvert, and
Marie Lewis.
Purpose of Team: As part of the
process of a minister search, this team has been established to explore the functions, committee structures,
and related accountability of the church.
Goal of Team: To move the church forward so that it
can function effectively and efficiently with or without
a minister. The church/ congregation determine the
direction and function of the church-not the minister.
If we rely on the minister to determine who we are, and
what we do, we will be making major changes as we
change ministers.
Minister: Has the primary responsibility to “minister
to the church and the community.
Process:
(1) To review briefly the past, present and
then focus on the future of the church.
(2) With input from functioning bodies
within the church (committees and
individuals) review, revise, as appropriate, the structures and functions within
the church as needed and appropriate.
(3) To develop more effective and efficient
review, planning, communication and
accountability processes.
(4) To determine, through this process,
the future of the church.
If we accept the premise that the church determines its
destiny, then we, as a church can move forward and
increase the odds of survival.
-Bill Hartling, Elder

Church Growth/Service Ministry News
November has been a busy month. The ministry purchased 6 low-energy space heaters for the Pinehaven
Homeless Shelter that was greatly needed when their
boiler stopped working. The ministry also donated over
50 Hygiene Kits to Presbyterian Disaster Relief. Christmas gifts are being purchased for 138 students at the
Central and Mabscott Headstart Centers. Donations are
gladly accepted for this mission. They may be placed in
the envelopes on the table at the rear of the sanctuary.
We are also collecting toilet paper, any size package, during the month of December for Helping Hands. Everyone’s donations of time talent and contributions to our
ministry are greatly appreciated. Blessings in the coming
Christmas Season to you all.
- Drema Davis Church Growth/Service
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INCOME TAX FILING
REMINDER
Individuals who make any individual onetime contribution (not an aggregate total) of $250
or more to a nonprofit organization and wish to deduct this from their taxable income when filing an
itemized tax return are required to have written
substantiation of its tax deductible status. To
ensure the deductibility of your church contribution,
please do not file your income tax return until you
have received from the church a written acknowledgment of your contribution. Donors who file tax
returns before receiving a proper receipt from the
church may lose a deduction. Filing an amended
return will not remedy the situation. Statements
containing the proper verification for those falling
into this category will be mailed during the early part
of 2017. However, if you should require this substantiation and have not received your report, please
call me prior to filing your tax return.
-Toni Mullins, Treasurer

BECKLEY
CHRISTMAS PARADE

The City of Beckley
will host the annual
Christmas Parade on
Saturday, December 2, 2016
beginning at 11 a.m.
This year’s parade theme will be
“Christmas Spirit, Sparkle & Shine”
The Church will be serving
Cookies and Hot Chocolate after in
front of the church
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MEMORIALS
We are grateful for the following Memorial Gifts:
MEMORIAL GIFT FUND
--In Memory of Walter Klingensmith: by
Mr. & Mrs. James Songer, Mr. & Mrs. Meredith Trent, Ms. Rosemary Hopkins, Mr. & Mrs.
William B. Hoff III, Mr. & Mrs. Roger
Schmidt, Concord university Foundation
--In Memory of Floyd M. Sayre, Jr.: by Mr.
& Mrs. James Songer

LECTIONARY READINGS
December 3, 2017
Isa. 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1
Cor. 1:3-9;Mark 13:24-37
December 10, 2017
Isa. 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13;
2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8
December 17, 2017
Isa. 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or
Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thess. 5:16-24;
John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 24, 2017
Christmas Eve
Isa. 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14;
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
December 31, 2017
Isa. 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Gal 4:4-7;
Luke 2:22-40

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS
December 3: Advent begins today. This season of the
church year is when we prepare ourselves to welcome
Jesus as a baby. This is a busy season with church services, concerts, parties, shopping and getting ready to visit
with family members we might not see often. In the busyness of the season, don’t forget why we are celebrating.
How will you prepare your heart to welcome Jesus into
your life once again?
December 10: The text from Mark 1:1-8 introduces us to
John the Baptist. John was Jesus’ cousin, and his role in
the story of Jesus was to prepare people for Jesus. What
are ways that you and your family are preparing for
Christmas? What are ways that you can help people in
your community prepare for Jesus? If your church doesn’t
already do it, encourage them to go Christmas caroling, to
bring some joy into people’s lives.
December 17: One of the lectionary passages this morning is 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24. This is a letter to the
church at Thessalonica. They are told that they are to rejoice always, to pray without ceasing, and to give thanks in
all circumstances. Who and what are you praying for today? What are you thankful for?
December 24: It’s Christmas Eve. As you prepare to exchange gifts with family and friends tomorrow, what gift
will you bring to Jesus this year?
December 31: The Gospel lesson today is from Luke
2:22-40. We are introduced to two very old people named
Anna and Simeon. When Mary and Joseph brought the
baby Jesus to the Temple for the first time, these two
knew immediately that Jesus was the one they had been
waiting for all of these years. They knew Jesus was the
one who would bring hope and salvation to the people.
As a disciple of Jesus, think of ways that you can bring
hope to people in the new year.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Offering envelope packets are now available for
those who requested them. All those which have not
been picked up by December 31 will be mailed.
–Toni Mullins, Treasurer

PRAYER and CONCERNS

ELDERS ON CALL

To all our members and friends who are going
through difficult times or are unwell or recovering from
illness or surgery at this time, we send you
our heartfelt concerns and prayers and wish
you all a speedy recovery.

Dec 3-9 Ross Hageman and Betsy Gilmer
Dec 10-16– Drema Davis and Mac Tieche
Dec 17-23-Dave Sotak and Nancy Kissinger
Dec 24-30-Bill Hartling and Ann Worley

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

31
1st Sunday after Christmas

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship and Holy
Communion
7:00 p.m. Evening service with holy
Communion-Intinction
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

24
4th Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m– Youth Luncheon and
Silent Auction-Fellowship Hall
12:00 p.m.-Ministry of Christina Ed.
Witherspoon Room

17
3rd Sunday of Advent

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship/Baptism
7:00 p.m.-White Christmas
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

10
2nd Sunday of Advent

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

3
1st Sunday of Advent

Sun

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
3:15 p.m.-Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Longest Night
Service

27
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

9:00 a.m. Shepherd’s Center
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

26
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

25 Office Closed
Christmas Day

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

20

19

Pastor Out of town
11:00 a.m. - The Carpenter’
Corner
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

13

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

Pastor Out of town
9:00 a.m. Shepherd’s Center
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

18

12

Pastor Out of town
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
12:00 p.m.-PW Circle luncheon
with Trinity Church

9:00 a.m. Shepherd’s Center
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

11

6

5

Wed

9:30 a.m.-PW Coordinating
Team Mtg.-Witherspoon Rm
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg

Tue

4

Mon

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

28

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

21

Pastor Out of town
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

14

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

7

Thu

DECEMBER 2017

8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

29
Office Closed

8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

22

Pastor Out of town
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

15

8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

30

23

16

11:00 a.m.-Chamber
Orchestra Dress
Rehearsal
12:15 p.m.-Choir
Dress Rehearsal
Noon-PW Circle
LuncheonFriendship Hall

9

Christmas Parade &
Cookies

8

2

8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

Sat

1

Fri
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“The mission of
Beckley Presbyterian Church
is to glorify God through
the nurturing and
equipping of our
congregation to
manifest our faith
throughout God’s
creation with love, joy,
hope, and open hearts.”

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
02
03
09
10
11
12
13
16
18

Morgan Bridi
Nancy Keatley
Alice Yurick
Jack Schroder
Ann Callahan Worley
Nelda Gallaher
Betty Klingensmith
Sandi Schroder
Charlie Chandler

19
20
22
23
23
23
24
25
29

Roger Reed
Brenda J. Meadows
Nick Yurick
Peggy Debnam
Howard Mollohan
William Haslam
Scott VanMeter
Diane Bridi
William Hartling

