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Dear Church Friends
The third tip for CHURCH RENEWAL is to create environments of innovation. My prayer is that you might understand the religious communities need to respond healthily to the society in which we live.
FIRST, let me share a thought or two about the Essene Community.
With tongue in cheek, I refer to them as the Essene Christian Denomination. They were extremists and, I guess, that is fine. There were two issues that made them unique. They were complete separatists with an extreme set of “holy values.” The people had no desire to communicate or
in any way integrate. One might say that anything worldly was considered evil. Their rule of life was rigid. They created their own world in
such a way that their world ceased to exist.
Over my career, I have seen churches that do this? They become satisfied with the way that they are or prefer their way of doing things. They
stand up in the community and announce to their world, “Here we are.”
The world waves as it passes by. Now I grant you that some messages
rally people, but most messages do not last long in the contemporary
church. There was a day that volleyball nets and basketball goals on
church property would draw youths. I pastored a church that did just
that. Yet around the yard there were signs that said “No Skateboarding.”
We dealt with the issue in such a way that there was no volleyball, no
basketball, no skateboarding, and guess what …. NO YOUTH!
BOTH youth and adults recognize innovation. Now I am not saying that
we need to recognize every fad, but we need to commit to looking forward and doing the very best that we can. Computer programs need updating, social media needs envisioning for the future and for the old, and
church totems need constant evaluation. Our buildings need to be renewed, refurbished, and made to be an authentic representation not for
us but for use by the servants of God. The 21st Century Christian Church
will be a church of innovation. If we do not do this, the world will wave
as we are passed.
We do not live in the past rather we live in the now. Our future is assured by planting our feet on a wonderful and blessed history and looking forward. Oh, we remember the past but looking to the past is a problem if your intention is to move forward. Stand firm on the past and
move forward, deliberately, intentionally!
My Jewish friends were explaining to me one day what they meant by
saying, “Next year, Jerusalem.” It sounded to me like they wanted to restore the past. “Not at all,” Steve said, “The glory of the LORD is for us
now. God forgives our past so that we can be faithful now.”
I thank God for you!

Jim Burton
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SESSION SUMMARY
AT ITS MEETING ON MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 25, 2017,
THE SESSION OF BECKLEY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CONDUCTED THE FOLLOWING
BUSINESS:
MINISTRY GROUP/COMMITTEE ACTIONS

ADMINISTRATION
- Received financial reports to be filed for
audit
- Adopted 2017 Stewardship Drive schedule
- Approved establishing Pay Pal payment
option for receiving contributions
PERSONNEL
- Have interview scheduled with applicant for
Church Host position
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/CAMPUS
MINISTRY
- Moderator Ann Worley will be attending
Westminster Foundation meeting in
October.
CHURCH GROWTH/SERVICE
- Chili Night participation on October 7
CONGREGATIONAL CARE
- Scheduled congregational Thanksgiving
Dinner for Sunday, November 19, 2017.
PROPERTY
- Wall and window work in Educational
Building completed.
NEW BUSINESS
- Scheduled Elders to be on call.
- Appointed Drema Davis as Moderator of
Church Growth/Service Ministry and Mac
Tieche as Moderator of Property Ministry.

- Appointed David Sotak as member of
Property Ministry.
- Requested that youth as well as Presbyterian
Women representatives be nominated to
serve on Officer Nominating Committee for
Class of 2017-2018.
- Called Congregational Meeting for Sunday,
October 15, with an alternate date of Sunday,
October 22, 2017, to elect persons nomi
nated by Session to serve on Officer Nomi
nating Committee Class of 2017-2018.
- Elected Dan Calvert as Co-Clerk of Session
to serve with Patricia A. Lester.
- Approved formation of a Design Team for the
purpose of formulating a plan for the struc
ture, programming, and outreach of
the church.
- Moderator appointed David Sotak, Mac
Tieche, and Bill Hartling to represent Session
on the Design Team and delegated them the
responsibility of recruiting 4 at-large mem
bers, who shall then be approved by Session.

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD
MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 20
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Setting the table of peace

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2017
Every day, we are witnesses to conflict. We
read news stories of violence and supposedly irreparable divides. Angry rhetoric fills our airwaves, inboxes, and social media feeds. We see
conflict tear apart communities, families, even
people we know. Surrounded by this strife, it’s
easy to see the world through a dark lens of discord. We may even come to share the doubt expressed in Psalm 78:19: “Can God spread a table
in the wilderness?”
Yet our faith tells us despite our doubts, sins,
distrust, or even anger, God not only sets a table,
but invites us to join it and partake in an abundance of peace.
The Peace & Global Witness Offering challenges us to look at the world not as a place
where conflict is inevitable, but where Christ’s
peace is possible. The programs supported by the
Peace & Global Witness Offering to help bring
people tables of peace, justice, and reconciliation
even in the wilderness of war, violence, and division. In places of abiding conflict, the Peace &
Global Witness Offering supports the work of
Presbyterian mission co-workers to bring to-

gether former enemies and begin healing the
spiritual wounds of war. In congregations
closer to home, support from the Offering enables efforts to turn back the tide of gun violence that claims too many American lives. In
other communities, it’s facilitating a transformative dialogue about the difficult subject of
race to find new common ground. And everywhere, this Offering supports witness, because
by sharing the abiding love and mercy of
Christ, more people can find their way to a
seat at God’s table.
Your support of the Peace & Global Witness Offering acknowledges that a wilderness
of conflict may surround us, but we are not
abandoned there. If we open our eyes to the
possibilities of peace, we see God has set a table for anyone willing to take a seat.
The 25% of the Peace & Global Witness
Offering will remain locally. Join us on Sunday, October 1st as our church celebrates
World Communion Sunday and we commit
to being instruments of the peace we find in
Christ. Please give generously in gratitude to
the God who spreads such a bountiful table of
peace.

Sermon and Scripture Possibilities for September
And World Communion Sunday
October 1 – This the 17th Sunday after Pentecost is World Communion Sunday.
Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32
October 8 – “Slum Tenants” based * Isaiah 5:1–7; Philippians 3: 4b-14;
Matthew 21:33–46; Domestic Violence Awareness Recognized
October 15 – “Didn’t You Get an Invitation” based on Exodus 32:1–14;
Philippians 4:1–9; Matthew 22:1–14
October 22 –“Gotcha” based on Exodus 33:12–23; Psalm 99; Matthew 22:15–22
October 29 (Reformation Sunday) – “The New Sign” based on Deuteronomy 34:1–12;
* Romans 3:19-28; Matthew 22:34–46
November 5 (Time Change) – “Piety” based Joshua 3:7–17; 1 Thessalonians 2:9–13;
Matthew 23:1–12
* Non Lectionary Text
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NURTURING FAITH IDEAS

DONATIONS MADE EASY
We are happy to announce that you may now
make donations to the church with PayPal.
All you need to do is go to our website beckleypres.org. Click on the Donations page
scroll down and press the PayPal button. You
can set up recurring payments or one time
payments simply by pushing a button. The
money goes directly to the church and you get
the convenience of doing it from home. We
hope that this will make giving easier for all
our members. If you have any question please
feel free to call the office.
Nancy Kissinger
Administration Committee

DISASTER RELIEF
How to help our brothers and sisters in this current
disaster response. 1. PRAY: Keep praying. Amazing
things happen. A significant amount of prayer is supporting the work on the ground. . 2. DONATE
SUPPLIES: If you have things to donate please,
unless you have a person on the ground who tells you
to bring items directly to them do not self-deploy
trucks full of goods to the disaster zone. We are ending up with supplies in the wrong places. Instead
check this site https://www.nvoad.org/hurricaneharvey/hurricane-harveyhow-to-help/. They know
what is needed, when, where and why. 3. DONATE
MONEY: Send a check to Presbytery of WV, 520
2nd Ave, South Charleston WV 25303. Write “for
flood relief” in the memo. Or send a check to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has also set up an account
for donations. Please give!.

October 1: Today is World Communion Sunday.
The Indonesian word for bread is roti. In Spanish,
we speak of pan. In Hebrew, lehem. Offer a prayer
today to Jesus Christ, who spoke of himself through
the image of bread, while also speaking of our unity
with others.
October 8: Along with being the second Sunday of
the month, today is also Domestic Violence Awareness Sunday in our Presbyterian calendar. Consider
learning a little bit more about this issue. Educate
yourself about local resources for those experiencing
domestic violence. Take some time to think about
the cyclical nature of violence and how God might
be prompting you to put a stop in the wheel.
October 15: Read Luke 7:36-50. In what way does
the woman's behavior in this Scripture passage make
you think about the act of worship and/or how you
worship God? Do you feel like your worship is sincere? How might you demonstrate your own gratitude to God? As you join others in worshipping God
today, consider these questions and remember this
woman.
October 22: This Sunday is "Children's Sabbath."
Take time to think about the children in your congregation -- whether you have many kids or only one
(that visits just once a year!). What gifts do children
bring into the life of your congregation, and what
might your church do to make its younger visitors
feel welcome? If you are a child, share what you
might like to do in your church with a parent or your
pastor.
October 29: Today is Reformation Sunday, and it is
not just Reformation Sunday, but the 500th Anniversary from when Martin Luther posted his "95 Theses," calling for change in the church of his day.
Take time today to read about Martin Luther's life.
What difference is the Protestant reformation still
making on the Church?
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LECTIONARY READINGS
October 1, 2017
Ex. 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16;
Phil. 2:1-13; Matt. 21:23-32
October 8, 2017
Ex. 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19;
Phil. 3:4b-14; Matt. 21:33-46
October 15, 2017
Ex. 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23;
Phil. 4:1-9; Matt. 22:1-14
October 22, 2017
Ex. 33:12-23; Psalm 99; 1 Thess. 1:1-10;
Matt. 22:15-22
October 29, 2017
Deut. 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17;
1Thess. 2:1-8; Matt. 22:34-46

ATTENTION ALL COLLEGE
STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Yes, fall classes have started. However, we
have one more assignment. Please provide us
with your college address. Email the church office at: office@beckleypres.org with your
new address.

CHILI NIGHT

Join us October 7th
for Chili Night...
an opportunity for an evening of fun downtown! This year we will be giving the WVU
Tech students a warm welcome!
Beckley Presbyterian Church will be serving homemade pepperoni rolls and YOU are
asked to make a batch from your favorite recipe! For a sweet treat we are also making fudge.
Since there are several versions you can be as
creative as your recipe allows!
The color theme will be fall colors so wear a
black outfit with an orange bandana. We will
gather at 3:00 in the Fellowship Hall to begin
preparation for setting up the booth downtown.
Those willing to help please come to help
transport and set up 2 tables, the tent and the
pepperoni rolls and fudge! The actual event will
start at 5:00 and end around 8:00.
Any questions call Peggy 304-923-4822.

NEW ELDERS

Class of 2019-2020

There are two adult Sunday school classes
available to attend Sunday’s at 9:45 a.m. One
is located in the kitchen with Charles
McNeel leading the class. The other will be
located in the Chapel with Pastor Jim Burton
leading the class. Please come an join us this
Sunday.

Al Combs
Betsy Gilmer
Drema Davis
Mary Calvert
David Sotak

Youth Representative
Rachel McNeel
(one year term)
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The Sympathy of the congregation is
extended to Carol Mestrovic on
the death of her mother
Elizabeth Walker
Who joined the church triumphant
September 21, 2017
The Sympathy of the congregation is extended to
Betty Klingensmith on the death of her husband
Walter Klingensmith
Who joined the church triumphant
September 22, 2017

What’s going on this
Sunday?
Sunday, October 1st
World Communion Sunday
9:45 a.m.-Sunday School
10:55 a.m.-Worship
7:00 p.m.-Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

“MAYA’ Jesus”
Readings: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32,
Philippians 2:1-13,
Matthew 21:23-32
Anthem: We Sing Your Praises

OFFICE HOURS
PRAYER and CONCERNS
To all our members and friends who are
going through difficult times or are unwell or
recovering from illness or surgery at this time, we send you
our heartfelt concerns and
prayers and wish you all a
speedy recovery.

For
The Reverend Jim Burton, Pastor
(803)225-4051 (cell)
(304)252-6289 (office)
Monday
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
Pastor available by appointment

Memorials
We are grateful for the following Memorial Gifts:
MEMORIAL GIFT FUND
--In Memory of Carmen Loftin: by Mr. Larry
Loftin

Be Sure to pick up your
THESE DAYS daily devotional for living by faith
they are in the
office

The Pastor is available for drop-ins or appointments
during office hours, but because of circumstances beyond our control, it is always better to call ahead to insure that you do not have to wait.

ELDERS ON CALL
Oct 1-7
Ross Hageman and Al Combs
Oct 8-14
Betsy Gilmer and Mac Tieche
Oct 15-21
Ann Worley and Drema Davis
Oct 22-28
Dave Sotak and Nancy Cameron
Oct 29-Nov 4
Bill Hartling

25 Pipe Line
11:00 a.m.-The Carpenter’s
Corner
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

24
9:00 a.m. Shepherd’s Center
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

23

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
6:00 p.m. - Session

30

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg

22

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

29 Reformation Sunday

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

9:00 a.m. Shepherd’s Center
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

31

26

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
3:15 p.m. Staff Meeting
4:30 p.m. –Ministry of Admin
Mtg- Witherspoon Rm

9:00 a.m. Shepherd’s Center
6;30 p.m.-Cub ScoutsFellowship Hall
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship
Noon- Fellowship Luncheon
12:00 p.m.-Ministry of Christina Ed.
Witherspoon Room
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
5:00 p.m.-Property MtgWitherspoon Room
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

18

17

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
5:30 p.m. - Ministry of Church
Growth/Service Mtg. Witherspoon Room

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

19

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

12

16

11:00 a.m. - The Carpenter’
Corner
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

9:00 a.m. Shepherd’s Center
6:30 p.m. - Ministry of
Worship - Witherspoon Rm.
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

15
Cents-Ability Offering and
Food for Helping Hands

11

10

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg
6:30 p.m.-Moderator TrainingFellowship Hall

Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
6:00 p.m.-Handbells
7:15 p.m.-Choir

5

9

12:00 p.m.-Jim’s Brown Bag
Group-Fellowship Hall
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.
3:15 p.m.-Staff Meeting

9:00 a.m. Shepherd’s Center
6:30 P.M.-Cub ScoutsFellowship Hall
:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

Thu

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship
3:00 p.m.-Fellowship Hall Reserved
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

4

3

Wed

9;30 a.m.-PW Coordinating
Team Mtg.-Witherspoon Rm
Noon - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg

Tue

2

Mon

8

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:55 a.m. - Worship and
Communion
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5 FM Radio

1 World Communion
Sunday and Peace & Global
Witness Offering

Sun

OCTOBER 2017

8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

27

8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

20

8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

13

8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting Ed. Bldg.

6

Fri

28

21

Noon-PW Circle
Luncheon-Friendship
Hall

14

7
Chili Night

Sat
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“The mission of
Beckley Presbyterian Church
is to glorify God through
the nurturing and
equipping of our
congregation to
manifest our faith
throughout God’s
creation with love, joy,
hope, and open hearts.”

OCTOBER
01
02
04
08
08
12

Helen Trader
Jacob Morris
Mikaela Otte
Clyde A. Smith, Jr.
Al Combs
Jessica Aubrey

12
13
16
22
25
28

Jeff Harris
Bill Bailey
Helen Walker
Walt Klingensmith
Sam Yurick
Nancy Tieche

