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The valuable information we have compiled 
here is targeted to men, women and children 
in San Francisco affected unequally by the 
War on Drugs. 

The War on Drugs was a multi-part but 
terribly misguided and unevenly applied 
U.S.-government policy initiative. Even 
staunch one-time supporters of it – includ-
ing former First Lady and Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton - have apologized for its core 
unfairness. 

The United States’ War-on-Drug laws and its 
policies largely contributed to the unequal 
incarceration of African Americans and His-
panic Americans in California and around 
the country between 1980 and the present. 
Although White Americans use and distrib-
ute drugs at higher rates than African Amer-
icans and Hispanic Americans, over the last 
40 years judges have slapped at least three 
times as many low-level Black and Hispanic 
offenders with heavy-handed prison sen-
tences for drug offenses, including minor 
distribution and possession charges.

In 1998 alone, for instance, African Amer-
icans, who accounted for only about 13 
percent of drug users at the time, comprised 
about 35 percent of all people booked on 
drug possession charges. Blacks that year 
also accounted for 55 percent of those con-
victed on drug charges and 74  percent of 
people sent to prison for those drug-related 
crimes. 

The War on Drugs impacted Black youth as 
well. Between 1985 and 1999, the number of 
African-American youth in juvenile deten-
tion spiked by more than 68 percent. 

When President Richard Nixon first de-
clared a “War on Drugs” in 1971, America’s 

“We have a moral responsibility to address 
the War on Drugs’ multi-generational im-
pacts that have marginalized communities 
throughout our state. Programs like Cal-
CRG exemplify California’s commitment 
to this responsibility, and it ensures our 

cannabis marketplace remains rooted 
in social justice.”

Gov. Gavin Newsom

This resource 
guide is created 
for loved ones 
we value who 
find themselves 
in the process of 
reclaiming their 
lives, their hope 

and their dignity. After facing 
decades of economic and legal 
injustice, they deserve a fresh 
beginning with new economic 
opportunities, strong social sup-

port systems, and their civil rights 
restored - not only as citizens and 

Californians, but also as human beings. 

Welcome home, family! 

Out of deep care and concern, and with 
a hopeful but watchful eye on America’s 
future, California Black Media, the Lati-
no Media Collaborative, the San Francis-
co Sun-Reporter newspaper and the San 
Francisco Bay View newspaper join hands 
to bring formerly incarcerated people in 
San Francisco this resource guide. We hope 
to inspire and inform you or someone you 
love to seek out and make the most of a wide 
range of programs and services working to 
help people successfully reintegrate into the 
life of their families and communities. 

   resource guide   resource guideabout thisabout this
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total prison population hovered around 
only 100,000 inmates. By the time, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan announced  his own on 
“War on Drugs” about a decade later on Oct. 
14, 1982 – remembered for hardline propos-
als like “mandatory minimum” sentences 
that followed a few years later -  the number 
of prisoners in the United States had swollen 
to more than half a million people.

Then, in 1994 President Bill Clinton, who 
oversaw the largest increase of the United 
States’ prison population in the history of 
the country, signed a $30 billion omnibus 
crime bill. That legislation provided $16 
million in government assistance for build-
ing new prisons and expanding local police 
forces. It also mandated life sentences for 
repeat offenders, supported aggressive law 
enforcement tactics and put dozens of new 
federal capital crimes on the books. 

During that period, the majority of the peo-
ple arrested on the street and incarcerated in 
those newly-built massive prison complexes 
-  funded by private investors for profit – 
were African-American and Hispanic men, 
women and children. 

Its hard to believe that between 1980 and 
1985, the rate of Black men aged 19-24 
enrolling in college had slightly outpaced 
that of their White counterparts. But that 
number dipped by more than 10 percentage 
points after President Ronald Reagan signed 
the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986, establish-
ing criminal penalties for any possession 
of a controlled substance. That law also 
required stiffer penalties for manufacturing 
or distribution of drugs near an elementary 
school, secondary school, college or voca-
tional school. In addition to that, it encoded 
into law the 100-to-1 crack cocaine verses 
powder cocaine disparity that penalized the 

possession of just five grams of crack co-
caine (popular among African Americans) 
with a 5-year federal sentence while requir-
ing the same sentence for the possession of 
a whopping 500 grams of powder cocaine 
(popular among Whites). 

By 2000, America’s prison population had 
grown to more than 2 million people. By 
2001, African-American men, who make up 
about 6 percent of the country’s population, 
accounted for more than 40 percent of those 
imprisoned. Hispanic men made up more 
than 16 percent. 

In California, Blacks are at least 10 times 
more likely to be imprisoned than Whites, 
based on the racial composition of the state’s 
prison population.

The War on Drugs has had far-reaching 
effects on Black and Brown communities 
across the United States and here in Cali-
fornia. War on Drug policies took a sharp 
and cruel turn from treating drug abuse as 
a social or medical disorder to criminal-
izing it. Historically, drug abuse had been 
overlooked or approached with compassion 
much as it is today, responding to the mostly 
White victims of the opioid crisis. 

The War on Drugs left hundreds of thou-
sands of African-American and Hispan-
ic-American children without parents and 
tens of thousands of families without key 
providers and caretakers who were locked 
up for offenses, including minor ones like  
marijuana possession, which is no longer a 
crime in California and a number of other 
states. 

On Nov. 8, 2016, California voters voted to 
pass the Adult Use of Marijuana Act, allow-
ing the state to legalize Marijuana use for 

people over 21 years of age. That proposition 
included in it a provision to establish the 
California Community Reinvestment Grant 
(CalCRG) program funded by excise and 
cultivation taxes on cannabis. The program 
was created by the state and is managed by 
the governor’s office. It assists groups that 
help Californians disproportionately affected 
by federal and state War-on-Drug policies 
to reintegrate into society with “trauma-in-
formed” care. 

This resource guide is a part of a pilot pro-
gram funded by the CalCRG program – the 
first of its kind in the state. It will connect 
people impacted by the War on Drugs in 
San Francisco with critical services that will 
help them become productive, engaged and 
contributing citizens in their city and com-
munities. 

This is just the beginning, hopefully, of a 
long-term strategy to restore economic 
justice and the natural and legal rights of 
people who our criminal justice system has 
failed. 

   resource guide   resource guideabout this
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A Heart to Help: 
BAYVIEW’S “MOTHER BROWN’S” PROVIDES JOBS,  HOUSING AND HOT 

MEALS TO SAN FRANCISCO’S HOMELESS AND HUNGRY 

F
or over 45 years now, the Unit-
ed Council of Human Services 
(UCHS), known to residents of 
San Francisco’s Bayview Hunt-
er’s Point (BVHP) community 
as “Mother Brown’s,” has been 
providing food and shelter to 
homeless and hungry individ-
uals in a compassionate judg-

ment-free zone.

The late Barbara Jean Brown, who grew up 
in BVHP, founded UCHS.
The current CEO of the organization is 
Gwendolyn Westbrook. Westbrook said 
Brown “had a heart  to help people who 
were displaced without placing judgment on 

it.  One half of her staff were from the prison 
system.  She wanted to keep the organization 
grassroots.”
Westbrook, who has led UCHS for 15 years, 
said Brown hired and trained her, inspiring 
within her a dedication to helping those who 
come through the agency’s doors.  
She said one half of her current staff of 52 
people are also formerly incarcerated indi-
viduals. 

“We are a second chance organization,” 
Westbrook said. While the majority of their 
clients are African American, UCHS serves 
all people in District 10 who need help.  
“We welcome anyone who comes here,” she 
added. “We have a mixture of everybody 
that’s homeless.”

Westbrook said mothers have written to her 

from prison telling her they want to come 
to “Mother Brown’s” when they get out.
The organization is a one-stop service 
center for homeless individuals.  Services 
provided include  Mother Brown’s dining 
room at 211 Jennings St. Monthly, that 
cafeteria serves breakfast and dinner daily 
to over 6700 persons, including senior cit-
izens, mothers with children, and adults 
of all ages, Westbrook said.  
While UCHS’ primary focus is serving 
residents of District 10, Westbrook said 
no one is turned away. The city and coun-
ty of San Francisco, as well as the federal 
government, provide the funding for the 
services UCHS provides. 

The organization also has a “drop-in 
center” where homeless people can come 
in out of 

Gail Berkley| San Francisco Sun-Reporter
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the rain and cold weather at night.  
Up to 48 chairs are provided for the home-
less. During the winter, 60 or more people 
are accommodated nightly in the dining 
room. Typically, most of them are residents 
of Bayview who live on the streets in the 
area.  UCHS’ services are crucial to the 
neighborhood because Westbrook said, 
“our community is in crisis.  Somebody 
has to care.”  She said last December three 
people who were sleeping  in their cars in 
Bayview died. “It’s hard to come to work 
and see people are dying on the streets,” 
Westbrook sighed. 

The organization also provides showers 
to those who spend the night.   “Over-
night Guests,” as they are referred to, are 
required to shower every night as a condi-
tion of their stay. Every month,   approxi-
mately 2500 homeless people shower there.  
And they get free personal care products, 
including soap, deodorant, lotions, sham-
poo, conditioner, toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, towels, robes, combs, brushes, and 
mouthwash, as well as feminine hygiene 
products.  

In addition to the food and overnight 
shelter services provided, other services 
provided by UCHS include lockers rented 
for a small fee, a clothing bank with free 
clothes for all clients, mail and  telephone 
services. 

UCHS also works to find permanent hous-
ing for the homeless residents of District 
10, including veterans. Tens of thousands 
of those former U.S. servicemen and 
servicewomen – particularly those deal-
ing with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD) – were unequally impacted by the 
War on Drugs, according to the Drug Poli-
cy Alliance (DPA), a New York City-based 
non-profit. 

“Research shows that among the greatest 
predictive factors for the incarceration of 
veterans are substance misuse and addic-
tion,” reads a 2012 DPA report. The doc-
ument also states that Black and Latino 
veterans are much more likely to be incar-
cerated than their White counterparts. 

Hope House and Hope House for Veterans 
are federally funded programs that have 

been highly successful in providing hous-
ing for the organization’s clients.
Hope House is a U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
funded permanent housing program that 
UCHS has operated since 2003.  Since its 
inception, over 1200 clients have success-
fully been placed through the program. All 
residents of Hope House are from District 
10.  

Altogether, UCHS operates 35 homes 
in BVHP.  Those eligible  for placement 
in Hope House include persons with  a 
physical or mental disability like alcohol 
and drug abuse, mental health problems or 
physical health challenges.  The person also 
must have been homeless for over 10 years 
to be placed in a Hope House.  All disabili-
ties must be certified by a physician.  Since 
2004, the agency’s has aced it annual  
performance review with a 98 percent suc-
cess rate, according to
UCHS. 

Working with case managers, the organi-
zation says the majority of its clients have 
been able to get off drugs and/or alcohol, 
qualify for employment and enter higher 
education programs. 

Hope House for Veterans Transitional 
Housing Program has been operating since 
2007 and has provided services to over 760 
veterans . Veterans are allowed to stay in 
the program for two years.  During their 
stay, they work with a case manager on a 
weekly basis to improve their lives, in-
cluding getting help to deal with post-war 
trauma and other issues.  Most leave the 
transitional housing program and move 
into permanent homes, breaking the cycle 
of homelessness.   
Hope House for Veterans Permanent Housing 
program is another  HUD funded program 
provided by UCHS.  Veterans in District 10 are 
assessed  through the city and county of San 
Francisco for eligibility.  Once they are placed 
with UCHS,  the veterans  are assigned a case 
manager.  

All housing in the program is shared housing, 
also known as Single Room Occupancy (SRO), 
and each client has his or her own bedroom.  
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The War on Drugs targeted and devastated communities of color across 
the United States for decades.  

Hundreds of thousands of African Americans and Hispanics -  
predominantly men and young adults -  were sent to jail or prison, often 
for low-level marijuana offenses.

Now that California has legalized cannabis for medical and recreational 
use, efforts are underway to help those formerly incarcerated for marijua-
na offenses to get a share of the lucrative business. 

One program with that focus is the San Francisco Equity Group (SFEG). 
One of the main goals of that organization, which community leaders in 
San Francisco formed in 2017, is to expand ownership in the state’s 
growing marijuana industry.

SFEG supports people it calls “Equity Applicants.”  The group helps for-
merly incarcerated people and others affected by the War on Drugs to get 
in on the ground floor as the cannabis industry takes off in California and 
positions itself to be a major contributor to the state’s economy. Most of 
the people who benefit from the program otherwise typically don’t have 
access to capital, relationships or mentorship opportunities that could 
help them succeed as operators of cannabis-related businesses. 

As a part of its mission, SFEG has created the 420 Portraits Project. It 
features the stories of formerly incarcerated individuals or those impact-
ed by the War on Drugs who are now working to better themselves and 
contribute to their communities. 

A few of the 420 portraits follow. Some have been edited for space.

420 Profiles:

In Their 
Own Voices
10 San Franciscans Impacted 
by the War on Drugs 

Glen “Bo”
HOLDEN
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I’m Glen Anthony Holden. I am 
68-years-old and I’m from the city of 
San Francisco. I’ve lived here all my life.

I’ve been off parole for one year. I’ve 
been out about close to four years. I was giv-
en a seven-year-to-life sentence, and ended 
up doing 45 years. Thought I would never 
get out. I got out in 2015.

into our community, and sweat us. And they 
would continuously be there.

Marijuana laws impacted so many people. I 
read that quote from Ehrlichman, who final-
ly gave up information that they knew exact-
ly what they were doing. Going in the Black 
and Brown communities, man, disrupting 
the things that they were trying to do, either 
food programs or the Black Panther party or 
the Brown Berets. Anything that they could 
do to get in the neighborhoods and use mar-
ijuana as a catalyst to break doors down. 
They vilified our community, but they’re 
never held accountable. They account only 
for their own, no one can hold the police 
accountable. I think, shit, there hasn’t been 
an indictment of a cop for killing somebody 
in 84 years. Do you believe that? 

84 years. They never get indicted. They are 
never held accountable. And yet they’re 
a firing squad. Look what they did with 
Mario Woods, standing right there, he ain’t 
charging anybody. And five of them open 
fire on him. There’s so many. It’s just on and 
on and on. 

Getting back to the cannabis, the city gov-
ernment needs to keep the Federal govern-
ment out of this. There’s a lot of support 
now and it’s moving forward. Hopefully, 
the Federal government will just keep their 
mitts off it. 

The only way the industry can be equal is if 
some of us are able to influence bigger deci-
sions. You’ve probably heard of The Equity 
Group, etc. There are a lot of groups that 
want to see equity throughout the commu-
nity. There’s only 60 permits - we need to 
build up the areas where people can keep 
getting jobs, either through manufactur-
ing, oils, edibles, weed itself. Whatever it is, 
people just need jobs. Let’s put people on the 
board from affected communities, give them 
jobs, give them a paycheck. Let’s all thrive, 
let’s all eat.

Whatever someone’s feeling is - if it’s posi-
tive, negative or whatever - let them do the 
research and make their determination on 
whether or not we should participate in an 
equity program or help out equity people. If 
you got a voice, then speak your mind.

Buried my brother, one of my 
older brothers, the day I 

got out. He had passed 
away two weeks earlier, 

then we buried him 
same day I got out. 
I lost sisters and 
families and my 
mom through those 
years.

I was supported 
throughout all 
those the years. 

When you’re doing 
time like that, you 

become selfish. You 
expect all these things. 

I had so much support 
though. So now that I’m 

out, I want to support others. 
I’m working with kids, working 

with grownups. Re-entry guys get-
ting out of the pen. It’s been a blessing.

When I was a youngster, we had undercover 
cops running around in Volkswagens with 
long hair, leather coats, trying to look like 
hippies or thugs. But once you knew they 
were drug enforcement narcotic agents, you 
knew what time it was when they came to 
the playground to come and confront you. 

We’d be sitting in a circle, maybe drinking a 
little wine or something and a little weed in 
your pocket. Everybody always throws their 
joints when we’d see them coming. So they’d 
round us up. Get us against the wall, pat us 
down, go in your pockets and say, “What’s 
that?” 

We already threw the weed but they’d have a 
stash of weed that they would play like they 
pulled it out of your pocket. They’d pull one 
guy aside or another guy and start sweating 
him, you know, who runs the weed in your 
neighborhood? Who’s the drug dealers? 
Who’s the gang members? 

They were just idiots. Go after somebody 
who’s committing crimes. We’re just young-
sters kickin’ it and trying to get by.  We ain’t 
bothered nobody. We’re not bothering the 
people in the neighborhood. We’re looking 
out for our community. But then they come 

“If you got 
a voice 

then speak 
your mind.”

420 Profile: #1

420 Profile: #1

Glen “Bo”
HOLDEN
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Charlene Muhammad | California Black Media 

C a l i f o r n i a  C e n s u s  C h i e f : 

D o n ’ t  B e  I n v i s i b l e . 
C o u n t i n g  E v e r y o n e  C o m e s  D o w n 
t o  M o n e y  a n d  Po w e r

Even if you have people living with you 
who are not on your lease – or say your 
affordable housing application - you should 
still make sure they are counted during the 
2020 Census, says Ditas Katague, director 
of the California Complete Count office. 

“No enforcement agency, federal, local, or 
anything, can get that data,” she assures 
Californians. “It’s safe.”

Katague has been traveling to specific 
areas of California where there have been 
significant census undercounts in the past, 
including Los Angeles county, the hardest-
to-count area in the United States and also 
a region in the state with census tracts 
where the most African Americans live.

Her visits are part of a statewide push to 
encourage all Californians to respond to 
next year’s census forms. 

She sat with California Black Media writer 

Charlene Muhammad to talk more about the 
state’s  $187.3 million investment to get an 
accurate count of all Californians. Katague 
also shared details about what her office has 
been doing so far to achieve it, and she give 
some insights on why it has been so hard for 
census workers to get the African-American 
count right in the past. 

CALIFORNIA BLACK MEDIA (CBM):  
What has your office done to reach out to 
Blacks in California?

DITAS KATAGUE (DK):  As you know, 
statewide, the money and the investment 
that both the governor and the legislature 
have made across the state have been 
unprecedented.  

That’s because California is the hardest-to-
count state in the country. In fact, the City 
of L.A. is the hardest-to-count city and Los 
Angeles County is the hardest-to-count 
county in the hardest-to-count state.  

So, even though our efforts are 
unprecedented, these are the reasons that 
we need to do that level of outreach. The 
U.S. Census is actually a federal operation, 
and so here at the state level, we don’t 
control any of the actual counting.  We 
don’t design the form, but what we can 
control is reaching out, educating our 
Californians to make sure that they know 
how important it is to respond.

And to that end, we’ve divided the state. 
We’ve used data to really inform our 
partners on the ground about where they 
should be reaching out and to whom.  I’m 
up in Sacramento. Nobody wants to listen 
to me about why they should be filling out 
the form.  It’s really about getting the word 
out through trusted community partners 
on the ground, and really connecting with 
folks to say why is it so important and what 
an accurate count means for them on the 
ground.
CBM: L.A. - the hardest to count in the 

CA Census Chief: Ditas Katague
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country!  I didn’t know that. What makes 
L.A. and the state the hardest-to-count 
places?

DK: Well, for Los Angeles County, one of 
the things is that it’s so very diverse.  In L.A. 
Unified School District, they speak over 200 
languages. That is what makes our state so 
beautiful and so diverse, but it also makes it 
very hard to count.  

Now, when we talk about hard to count from 
the state level, we looked at the state and we 
took these14 variables and we came up with 
a hard-to-count index based on them. 

(Those variables are: Percent of households 
without broadband subscriptions; percent 
of households that are non-family; percent 
of households that are renter occupied; 
percent of housing units that are vacant; 
percent of households that are crowded with 
more than 1.5 persons per room; percent 
of population that is foreign-born; percent 
of adults (25 or older) who are not high 

school graduates; percent of population with 
income below 150 percent of the poverty 
level; percent of households receiving public 
assistance; percent of persons (ages 16 or 
older) unemployed; percent of limited-
English households; percent of persons who 
moved from outside a county in the past year; 
percent of population under 5; and percent of 
total housing units with three or more units 
in a multi-unit structure.) 

What does that mean?  Well, that is really 
because the enumeration is address-based, 
so it’s where you are.  In order to be invited, 
you have to have an address, right? Think 
about the difficulty of counting people that 
are living in multi-unit apartments, or if 
they’re living with non-family members. 
So, say there is an apartment, and there are 
four of us living there, and we’re not related. 
Sometimes, one person will get the mail and 
the invitation to respond, and they’ll respond 
for themselves but forget the other three 
roommates.  So, it sort of compounds itself 
in terms of the difficulty to be counted.  And, 

of course, we have a lot of people who rent.  
We have a lot of people here in Los Angeles 
that have limited English, or that are new 
to the country. We have a lot of folks who 
are scared, or just kind of don’t care, and so 
it’s not just one thing that makes folks hard 
to count. It’s a number of things if you kind 
of layer them on top of each other.

CBM: Why is the Census important for the 
Black community?

DK: It’s important for all our communities, 
of course, but particularly for the Black 
community.  I mean they have to know we 
exist for us to resist, right?  And if they don’t 
know we’re here, then we’ll be ignored. I 
say that both for the Black community and 
also for the Native American community.  
My Native American folks up in Northern 
California, the way they look at it is to save 
their water, and that’s what really resonates 
with them, because if they don’t know 
you’re there, they’ll take the water.  That’s 
how they feel, so you have to think about 

CA Census Chief: Ditas Katague
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that within your community. If people 
don’t understand how strong and how 
powerful our communities are, they don’t 
understand what kind of voice we could 
have and will have. So, it’s really about 
being seen. It’s about standing up. It’s about 
no longer being invisible for all of our 
communities.

CBM: What has been your outreach efforts 
in the community so far?

DK: We’ve divided the state into regions, 
and so here in Region 8 is the Los Angeles 
County area. We have a contractor - 
California Community Foundation - and 
they’ve really done a great job looking at 
the data and then identifying partners 
because they’ve been involved in L.A. a 
lot.  And they’ve been funding partners 
on the ground to talk about it right now.  
This time around, we’re doing an education 
component. We’re also identifying what 
I call the grass-top leaders, so maybe not 
all the way down to the ground just yet, 
but folks that are leaders and movers and 
shakers in the community to let them know 
why it’s so important. 

Then, as we move into Spring – from 
January and February to March of 2020 - 
that’s when the education starts to move 
in to motivate and activate. That’s when 
we want everyone on the ground - from 
high school students all the way to our 
elder folks - to understand and be ready to 
respond. So, the efforts we’re doing right 
now are focusing on the importance, and 
it’s really about two things. It’s about power 
and it’s about it’s about money. We talked 
a little about power, about being heard 
when it comes down to it. And it might be 
a little bit nerdy, but it’s our Congressional 
representation, too. So, we could lose a seat 
or two - very serious - if we’re not counted 

and they don’t know where we are. So, I 
already joke around that we don’t need Texas 
to be counted. They don’t need to answer 
(laughs), but I mean it’s because it’s a zero-
sum game in terms of the way they divide up 
the seats. It all depends on the response of 
other folks.  

And it’s about money. People say “Oh!  It’s 
about $1,000 per person, per year!”  But 
what does that actually mean? The way I 
think about it when I talk to my 16-year-old 
daughter is: What if she, for a semester, didn’t 
have a chair to sit in, or a desk to sit at during 
her math class at this public high school? 
If they don’t know we’re here, if we forget 
children - and children 0-5 have often, in the 
past three decades, been missed for a number 
of reasons. A child that is born in 2020 will 
be in 5th grade in 2030, and if they’re missed, 
will they have a seat or will they have to sit 
on the ground?  So, in terms of money, it’s 
about health clinics. Will that health clinic 
be located close enough?  I always talk about 
how a friend’s dad had a stroke, and he had 
to travel 10 extra minutes to get to a hospital 
because there wasn’t one close enough, and 
those 10 minutes can make a difference 
between life and death or being disabled or 
being able to heal.  So, in terms of health 
care, in terms of schools, our education, in 
terms of traffic, everyday traffic, the roads 
are getting worse and worse, but if we don’t 
know, we’re unable to plan for how many 
people are going to have cars. It has everyday 
impact on our lives.

CBM:  Let’s talk more about the fear factor. 
For instance, in the Black community, you 
may have someone with Section 8 (housing 
assistance), or people who may have formerly 
incarcerated persons, still in the system, living 
in their homes. One big issue is the trust 
factor with the Black community.  People 
are like, “We’re not telling the government 
anything!”  How have you all been able to get 
your message to permeate that attitude?

DK: There’s been a lot of testing done, 
and so we’re well aware of that. And there 
are different trust issues for different 
communities. And so one of the things 
we’ve been looking at is if they’ve tried 
different messages. But, at the end of the 
day, people think everybody’s going to get 
stuff on their Facebook and WhatsApp. At 
the end of the day, for me, even if technology 
is really quick, it’s really that face-to-face, 
that person-to-person communication 
that is most important. That’s human 
nature and that doesn’t change. That’s 
why the investment that we put out there 
has been to make sure that people in the 
community, whether it be faith-based, 
whether it be service-based - your hair 
stylist, your nail technician - whether it be 
community members that you already deal 
with, or even your healthcare professional 
in your clinic. We want to go where people 
go already in the community and we want 
them to be trusted. A part of that is being 
able to tell people that there’s Title 13 that 
guarantees privacy.  

People are like, “Well, why do they need 
to know my name? Why do they need to 
know all this stuff?”  And I think about it 
and it seems kind of invasive, but they do 
keep it private. No enforcement agency, 
federal, local, or anything, can get that data, 
so it’s safe.

I view the Census as a snapshot in time, like 
those coffee table books, and if you’re not 
counted, you’re missed.  And then, to quote 
my favorite play “Hamilton,” “who will tell 
your story if you don’t?”  So it’s to up to us 
to rise up, to be counted, and to be able to 
put a stake in the ground to say “I’m here, 
and there’s no reason why I shouldn’t be 
recognized and counted.”
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MORALES
I started off living in Trail Hill, and 

then my brother and I were moved 
from my Mom by Child Protective 
Services to a foster care outside of San 

Francisco. Then, my mom was awarded us 
back and that put us smack dab in the TL 
[Tenderloin] in a hotel.

We finally moved into transitional housing 
on Eddy and Taylor and were there until I 
was like 12, 13, before we finally got our first 
place right on Thomas Street. We were one 
of the first families to live in there. Going 
there with my Mom and for the first time 
ever having my first room, it was just … I 
didn't have any words.

Going into high school and being able to put 
up pictures in my own room, it helped me 
stay hopeful to know things do change, and 
they can get better. There was just always 

something about me that 
wanted to shine. I wanted to 
leave something bigger.

I was the type of person that 
hung out with a lot of guys. 
I hung with the homies, 
and the homies were always 
terrorized by the police. They 
could be smoking a cigarette 
and if it even looked like it 
could be marijuana, the police 
would come.

Everyone I knew hated the 
police. The police always 
looked us up and down, 
always saw us as a target. 
There didn't even have to be 
any evidence. We could just 

be walking down the street and you could 
just feel the energy change when it comes to 
police interaction.

I remember one incident, the police came 
into my Mom’s building looking for a 
young lady. The mom came to the stairs 
and asserted herself like, “No, you may not 
talk to my child.” I’ve never seen police 
ram people up so quickly. There was no 
questions, no conversation, just action. They 
slammed her down on the floor, she had a 
knee on her neck, she was turning red, she 
couldn't breathe, and they would not get off 
her. When they finally walked her out, her 
hair was all messed up, her face was bruised, 
the kids were crying. They locked her up 
and then didn’t apologize, didn’t do any 
clean up.
It impacted me because I learned that this 

is hurt, this is pain, this is resentment. This 
is unacceptable, and why would I want to 
build a relationship with people that already 
see me less-than? 

So I’ve seen both sides. I saw that weed 
could be something that brings people 
together and opens up the world. I saw 
that it could be used as a cure for sickness, 
as something that could calm you, as 
something that would benefit you with sleep.

And then I saw people that started with 
weed and got addicted to crack because 
they were lacing it, and I saw how the police 
used weed as a reason to assert themselves, 
be aggressive, and dictate every little step 
we take. You learn not to assert your rights 
because the laws aren’t made for you, they’re 
made for everyone else.

For white people, it's a completely set of 
circumstances. One of my kids has one joint, 
or just that's the one time they snap and say 
something out of line, and it could mean 
death, jail. The stakes are just so high in 
every interaction.

Now, as an adult, I believe that I can change 
around any situation, regardless of the other 
person. Working with youth and being able 
to talk to people in power and express our 
concerns helps to elevate my confidence 
when it comes to police interaction. I now 
take the opportunity to use my power, to use 
my authority. I want to take love and I want 
to take positive energy and I want to create 
the change that I want to see in the future.

Krystal
MORALES

420 Profile: #2

“I learned that this is hurt, 
this is pain.”
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A M O N G  B L A C KS , 

T H E  O P I O I D  C R I S I S  I S 
B E G I N N I N G  T O  H I T  H O M E 

By the late 1970s, drug traffickers were ship-
ping so much cocaine to the United States that 
the street price of the powdered stimulant 
dealers cook to make crack – the smokable 
rock form of the drug - dropped by nearly 80 
percent, according to the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA). 

Some historians believe that new affordabili-
ty of cocaine, commonly called “coke,” aided 
the flooding of crack or “rock” into cities and 
towns across the United States, particularly 
in African-American communities where 
the illicit trade of the drug contributed to 
sharp increases in gang-related violence and 
murders during that period. 

By 1985, almost 6 million Americans admit-
ted to using some form of cocaine, according 
to the DEA.

Then, in the 1980s, President Ronald Reagan 
launched the government’s multi-pronged 
and widely criticized “War on Drugs” de-
signed to toughen drug crime laws and ag-
gressively pursue and incarcerate drug users 
and traffickers. Those policies led to the im-
prisonment of millions of African Americans 
from the early 1980s until now. 

By 2013, African-American men and women 
accounted for more than 50 percent of the to-
tal United States prison population. 

Now, more than two decades after the height 
of the crack era, African-American neighbor-
hoods in California and around the country 
are facing another haunting drug epidemic: 
The Opioid Crisis, stemming from untreated 
addictions to potent - and potentially dan-

gerous - drugs like Codeine, Fentanyl, Meth-
adone, Morphine and Oxycodone, among 
others. 

“When I watch the Republican Party hugging 
heroin-addicted folks, opiate-addicted folks, 
it makes me very happy, but it also makes me 
very mad,” said media personality, author 
and activist Van Jones, according to the web-
site Inkredibly.com. 

“Those same Republicans and Democrats, 
when the problem was crack, showed no 
mercy. No compassion. No understanding at 
all, and locked up a bunch of people,” Jones 
continued. “I do think that now its hitting 
everybody, hopefully we can come up with a 
more compassionate response.” 

Although the mainstream news media has 

Tanu Henry  | California Black Media 
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largely framed the opioid crisis as a problem 
America’s majority-White rural and subur-
ban communities are wrestling with, data 
shows that it is, in fact, becoming a problem 
in predominantly African-American neigh-
borhoods across the country as well. 

“We have seen a sharp rise in communities of 
color and urban communities of overdoses 
and deaths related to illegal opioids, includ-
ing heroin,” said Chet P. Hewitt, president 
and CEO of The Center at the Sacramen-
to-based Sierra Health Foundation (SHF). 

“Opioid use disorder is often a response to 
physical and emotional pain, including that 
of historical and systemic trauma,” Hewitt 
told California Black Media.

SHF is managing the state of California’s 
Medication Assisted Treatment Access 
Points Project in partnership with the Cali-
fornia Department of Health Care Services 
(CDHCS), the federal government, Califor-
nia Black Media and its network of more than 
20 African-American owned media outlets, 
and other ethnic media around the state. 

The public awareness campaign, dubbed 
“Choose Change California” will employ a 
combination of advertising as well as news 
stories and profiles to inform Californians 
about opioid abuse in the state and direct 
people who are affected to locations where 
they can seek Medication Assisted Treatment 
(MAT). 

“We can’t afford to go through another drug 
epidemic that kills our children, parents, 
brothers and sisters,” said Regina Wilson, 
Executive Director of California Black Me-
dia. “Our publishers are aware that we have 
to inform our audiences about this growing 
problem as well as encourage them to re-
duce the stigma around opioid abuse so that 
people suffering from it can come out of the 
shadows and seek treatment.”

In 2018, more than 10 million Americans 
misused opioids, according the the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services. 

In California, there were 5.3 opioid-relat-
ed deaths for every 100,000 people in 2017. 
Among African-American Californians, that 
number is about 1.4 for every 100,000, a high 

number based on the state’s Black population 
of nearly 6 percent. 
And the death rate from overdoses of the syn-
thetic opioid Fentanyl is rising fastest among 
African Americans. 

In a statement shared with California Black 
Media, the Center says the media campaign 
began in April 2019 and includes digital, tele-
vision, print, and billboard advertising. As of 
October 2019, the media campaign has had 
1.2 billion impressions across media markets 
statewide.

The second phase of the campaign will con-
tinue through winter 2020. It was designed 
to launch during the holidays when there are 
historically high incidences of opioid over-
doses. 

“The holidays are a difficult time for those 
experiencing addiction. We knew that pro-
moting the campaign’s message of destigma-
tizing Opioid Use Disorder and promoting 
Medication Assisted Treatment was critical 
for those suffering with a substance use dis-
order,” Marlies Perez, Project Director of the 
MAT Expansion Project at CDHCS, said. 

A third media campaign phase will launch in 
spring 2020 and will continue to target com-
munities statewide, including communities 
of color and rural populations, the CDHCS 
statement said. . 

It is widely reported that there are more OUD 
treatment centers located in predominant-
ly White areas in California and across the 
country, and that there exists a bias among 
doctors which leads them to not recommend 
MAT to minority patients because they fear 
those individuals would resell their treat-
ments on the street, fueling the crisis. 

Hewitt said it is critical that the opioid  cam-
paign targets census tracts of the state that 
are often overlooked. 

“An emphasis will be placed on neighbor-
hoods of color and communities that are 
experiencing a rapid rise in opioid-related 
deaths along with decades of drug policies 
that have disproportionately incarcerated 
and penalized those with substance use dis-
orders.”

“Because of the short time period of this 
project, sustainability has been prioritized, 
according to The Center’s statement. “The 
aim is to create a community of practice that 
lifts up and makes available racial and cultur-
ally responsive approaches focused on pre-
vention, education, outreach and referrals, 
which ultimately results in increased educa-
tion and access to MAT for California’s most 
underserved communities.”

On Oct, 12, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed As-
sembly Bill 919 into law introduced by As-
semblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris (D-La-
guna Beach). 

It mandates CDHCS to license all addiction 
treatment centers in the state and requires 
that they adopt the American Society of Ad-
diction Medicine’s treatment criteria as an 
operating standard. 

CRISIS
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Where to Get Help: 
Medication Assisted Treatment Centers in San Francisco 

Zukerberg San Francisco General 
Opiate Treatment Outpatient Program 
1001 Potrero Avenue, Building 90, 3rd Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415-206-8412 

Bayview Hunters Point 
Substance Abuse Programs 
1625 Carroll Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124
415-822-8200 x12

Fort Help Mission 
1101 Capp Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415-821-1427

Fort Help LLC 
915 Bryant Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-777-9953

Salvation Army 
Salvation Army Harbor Light Center 
1275 Harrison Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415-503-3000

Joe Healy Detoxification Program 
101 Gough Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
415-503-3137

BAART Behavioral Health Services, Inc 
Market Street Clinic 
1111 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415-863-3883

BAART Programs 
Turk Street Clinic 
San Francisco, CA  94102
415-928-7800 x5054

Addiction Research and Treatment (ART)
433 Turk Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102
415-928-7800

Ohloff Recovery Programs 
Skip Byron Primary 
601 Steiner STreet 
San Francisco, CA 94117
415-621- x219
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My name is Shawn M. Richard. I'm 
49-years-old, born and raised in 
San Francisco my whole entire life. 
I love San Francisco. 

When I was 19-years-old, I was told by 
a friend, "Man. There's a lot of money in 
marijuana if you buy bulks of it." He had 
a hook up to where I could buy pounds of 
marijuana and it was cheap. So, I hooked up 
with the guy and we made a couple of trans-
actions and it was real smooth, no problems. 
He always brought it to me. 

It wasn’t the best job, but that was my only 
way of truly surviving. This was the ‘80s, 
drugs was the only way to make any real 
money where I was from. 

I'll never forget, it was a Saturday. I 
wind up getting pulled over by the 

police. They searched my car, an illegal 
search, because they didn’t have probable 

cause. They found the marijuana. I spent 
two nights in jail. I had a job, I got pulled 
over on a Saturday and I was in jail for 
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday. I lost my job 
because there was no way for me to call in 
or anything. It impacted the family tremen-
dously because that’s also how I was paying 
the bills. 

The whole case was thrown out. They had 
no probable cause to stop me. I had my 
license. I had insurance. I had no busted tail 
light. Registration was up to par. They just 
randomly pulled me over, the only time I 
ever got pulled over, just because they said I 
looked suspicious. I spent two nights in jail, 
bailed out, fought the case for six months, 
and everything was thrown out. 

I was nervous and scared to sell any type of 
drug afterwards. I changed my life around, 
I’ve been on a different path. After losing 
two brothers to gun violence, I started a 
nonprofit organization called, Brothers 
Against Guns. For the last 23 years it’s been 

around working with kids in the commu-
nity. I teach the kids how to stay away from 
drugs, do the right thing, go to work. 

Kids are going to do what they're going to 
do, but my impact is to try to keep them on 
the straight and narrow; keep them positive 
and keep them focused. I reflect back where 
I could still be at right now to this day, still 
in the penitentiary, if I would have never 
beat that case. I'm blessed to see where my 
life is at right now. I'm happy with that.

I  think that law enforcement has to do a 
better job of understanding the impact that 
they made back in the ‘70s, ‘80s, and the 
‘90s with the marijuana charges. I think that 
they can do a better job, but I'm pleased to 
see that they're making changes to reward 
the folks that were rightfully wronged and 
convicted of marijuana charges and they're 
giving back equity to the communities that 
deserve it. I'm happy about that.

Shawn M.
RICHARD

“I changed my life 
around, I’ve been on a 

different path.”



     16

CL
EA

N
 S

LA
TE

NAACP 
IS LEADING EFFORT 
TO EXPUNGE 
CRIMINAL RECORDS 
IN CALIFORNIA 

The California/Hawaii NAACP’s 
Expungement Program will be set up in eight 
California counties.

The initiative will identify qualified individuals 
– people who were adversely impacted by the 
war on drugs - and assist them with expunging 
their criminal records so that they will gain 
greater access to employment, housing and 
reunification with their children and families. 

The NAACP’s Expungement Program is 
funded by the Governor’s office through the 
passage of Prop. 64 in 2016. 

If you or someone you know is interested 
in learning more about the expungement 
program please contact Rashid Sidqe, Project 
Coordinator, at 916.306.0778 or visit 
www.ca-naacp.org.

The program will target people in the following 
counties:

• Alameda 
• Contra Costa 
• Fresno
• Los Angeles
• Sacramento
• San Diego
• San Francisco
• San Joaquin 
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NAACP 
IS LEADING EFFORT 
TO EXPUNGE 
CRIMINAL RECORDS 
IN CALIFORNIA 

My name is Mitchell Salazar. I 
am 56-years-old, and from San 
Francisco, California. I've been 
blessed and honored to have 

served 35 years in San Francisco, working 
in various capacities; at the end of the day, 
helping people. 

I remember back when I served as an 
executive director of a non-profit social 
service agency, there was the cannabis 
club on Market Street. I would be a 
nervous wreck going down Market Street 
and entering the club to buy medical 
marijuana for people who were dying of 
cancer.

I was nervous because Market and Van 
Ness is a hub. Lots of people go there, and 
we were all probably filmed. It just blew 
my mind walking in there and buying 
cannabis and giving it to a 34-year old 
woman who was dying of cancer, and 
that was her portion of happiness for 

a moment―in order to relieve her pain, 
increase her hunger, or just chill her out.
Unfortunately, I've been around a lot of 
death, cancer particularly. I have seen loved 
ones that would've never done marijuana 
do it. My mother and little sister—I have a 
sister who is our matriarch of our family. 
Unfortunately, our mother died at 52 in 
1988 of cancer. Her youngest daughter, my 
little sister who I raised, died in February 
of 2010 of cancer at 37, left two children. 
My older sister, who's still alive, had cancer 
back then too, had it removed, but her 
cancer came back. It came back to the 
point that she is retiring. She eats blueberry 
edibles, and she enjoys them. It provides her 
something. She was one of those that would 
contradict me a decade ago.

Regardless of race and class, humanity, 
love for your loved ones will never go away. 
Cannabis has now become a proven medical 
medicinal remedy for people to use. The 
pendulum has shifted. 

For many of us that grew up in this city, we 
now have an opportunity. Based on the way 
that this legislation was written to be rolled 
out, people like myself and others that have 
spent our entire life helping people in this 
city can position ourselves to be  equity 
partner.s

One of the realities, too, I'd say that is 
critically important, is to look at the various 
career paths that this industry is going to 
allow people to experiment in. I think it is 
extremely important that everyday people 
have a choice if they wanna be involved 
in a dispensary, if they wanna be involved 
with growing, if they wanna be involved in 
marketing, if they wanna be involved with 
manufacturing, if they wanna be a delivery 
guy. Whatever the various career paths that 
may come out of this, I think it will benefit 
everyday people here in San Francisco.

Mitchell
SALAZAR

“We now 
have an 

opportunity”

420 Profile: #4
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JACKSON
My name is Brandon Jackson. I'm 

28. Born and raised in the city, 
Ingleside district, known as the 
Lakeview area in San Francisco.

I come from a family and a neighborhood 
that was low income. Unfortunately, a lot of 
people did drugs in the household I grew up 
in. I started smoking with my friends at … 
I want to say like 15/16. Somewhere around 
that age. As a kid I did it to be cool, to be 
honest. 

Then I got shot when I was younger and I 
kind of ran to marijuana to help me cope. I 
ended up dropping out of school my 10th 
grade year. Dropped out for two years, but 
luckily for me, I had a few positive friends 
that encouraged me to get back into school. 
That was the best thing I ever did. I was 
the first person out my family to get a high 
school diploma. The first.

Dropping out, I was just young and dumb. 
You live and you learn. I just thank God for 
giving me a second chance at life, helping 
me become the father I am today. And 

without 
Mike Brown 

I wouldn’t 
be here. Mike 

Brown was a 
community activist 

inside Lakeview that 
believed in all of us. All of 

us from low income housing, 
all of us who didn't have shit 

as a kid. Brown gave the majority 
of me and my friends, the majority of 

people in my neighborhood, their first job.

I thank Mr. Brown and his family for taking 
care of me. It's a blessing to be around 
people who want to see others win, because 
I grew up in a society where unfortunately 
people tear each other down, and kids are 
smoking weed to be cool. 

You shouldn't do it to be cool. You should 
do it because it helps you in the long run. I 
work with kids eight hours a day, then I go 
home and have to deal with my own kids. 
After all that, I need to go into chill mode. 
Smoking helps my health, being relaxed and 
not uptight. I have sleep apnea, it helps me 
with my sleep, and it helps me cope with 
my problems and what I'm dealing with as a 
man. No matter if it's personal, professional. 
It helps me. It's how I escape.

Some people use it to sleep, to help deal 
with their demons, but others can abuse it. 
Unfortunately, I also abuse it sometimes. I 
just want to be honest. It’s not all good, you 
have to make sure you’re using it to help 
yourself. It can go the other way. But as 
long as you’re not abusing it, I'm totally for 
marijuana. 

As for how it’s enforced, recently I got 
stopped in a car and I had my marijuana. 
The officer was pretty cool. He asked me 
if I smoked and I told him, "Nah. I haven't 
smoked. I got my marijuana on me though." 
You feel me? He didn't give me no DWI, 
none of that. He just told me it belongs in 
the trunk.

It doesn’t always happen like that. In 
Hunter's Point, you might get an asshole cop 
bounce out on you. Don't have no reason to 
search you. Just because they say they smell 
marijuana on you, they feel entitled to do 
whatever they want to do and that's bullshit. 
I could smoke marijuana in my house, go to 
the store 20 minutes later, and a cop wants 
to stop me and say I smell like marijuana? 
Come on, man. Are we serious here? 

It may be legalized, but it’s still used as an 
excuse to lock people up. Y’all want more 
numbers. Y’all want more money, y’all want 
more people incarcerated. We are still in the 
state of California, where they build more 
jails, more prisons, than they do schools. It's 
a fucked up society we live in.

Truth be told, I know that a lot of officers 
smoke weed when they come out their 
uniform. You feel me? That's probably how 
they cope with their demons, too. All the 
shit that they see and have to deal with when 
they’re on the clock.

I honestly believe marijuana can help 
anyone. All of us. It calms you down 
mentally. A therapist can only do so much. 
Weed is therapy, too, for a lot of people. 

Brandon
JACKSON

“Weed is therapy for a lot 
of people.” 

420 Profile: #5
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African American Art & Culture 
Complex
Art; Culture
www.aaacc.org
(415) 922-2049
762 Fulton Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

African American Shakespeare 
Company
Art; Culture
www.african-americanshakes.org
(415) 762-2071
762 Fulton Street, Suite 306
San Francisco, CA 94102

Booker T. Washington
Community Service Center
Community Development
www.btw.csc.org
(415) 928-6596
800 Presidio Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94115

Collective Impact
Community Development
www.collectiveimpact.org
(415) 567-0400
1050 McAllister Street
San Francisco, CA 94115

GLIDE Community Housing, Inc.
Housing Development & Services 
www.glide.org
(415) 674-6100
333 Taylor Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

GLIDE Economic Development Corp.
Economic Development
www.glide.org
(415) 674-6002
125 Mason Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Global Fund for Women
Women’s Rights
www.globalfundforwomen.org
(415) 248-4800
800 Market Street, 7th Fl
San Francisco, CA 94102

Hamilton Families
Homelessness Prevention: Housing
www.hamiltonfamilies.org
(415) 409-2100
1631 Hayes Street
San Francisco, CA 94117

Hospitality House
Homeless Services
www.hospitalityhouse.org
(415) 749-2100
290 Turk Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Lorraine Hansberry Theatre
Art
www.lhtsf.org
(415) 345-3980
762 Fulton Street, Ste. 204
San Francisco, CA 94102

Phatt Chance Community 
Services, Inc.
Transitional Support Housing
www.phattchance.org
(415) 822-9922
2443 Filmore Street
San Francisco, CA 94115

San Francisco Students Back 
On Track
Education; Youth Development
www.backontracksf.org
(415) 346-9316
1399 McAllister Street
San Francisco, CA 94115

RESOURCE 
GUIDE

Westside Community Services
Health
www.westside-health.org
(415) 431-9000
1153 Oak Street
San Francisco, CA 94117

Success Center’s San Francisco
Job assistance, training
www.successcenters.org
(415) 549-7000
1449 Webster Street
San Francisco, CA 94115

America’s Job Center of California 
San Franciscio Workforce Services 
Job assistance
www.edd.ca.gov
(415) 749-7503
801 Turk Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Department of Rehabilitation
Jobs, housing, traing asst.
www.dor.ca.gov
(415) 802-2330
455 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

BAARAT Community Healthcare
Health
www.baarthealthcare. org
(415) 928-7800
433 Turk Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Asian American Recovery Services
Recovery Services/mothers, children
www.aars.org
(415) 776-1001
2166 Hayes Street, #30
San Francisco, CA 94117

St. Anthony Foundation
www.stanthonysf.org
(415) 592-2831
121 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102
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RESOURCE 
GUIDE

Women’s Community Center
Health
(419) 379-7800
1833 Filmore Street
San Francisco, CA 94115

SF Area of Narcotics Anonymous
Recovery support
www.sfna.org
(415) 610-7294
1290 Filmore Street #E
San Francisco, CA 94115

Hospitality House Employment Ctr
Job assistance, training
www.hospitalityhouse.org
(415) 749-2100
290 Turk Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

San Francisco LGBT Center
Full Service Agency
www.sfcenter.org
(415) 865-5661
1800 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Home Match San Francisco
Shared Housing
www.homematchsf.org
(415) 351-1000
881Turk Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Compass Family Services
Full Service/Family
www.compass-sf.org
(415) 644-0504
37 Grove Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Tenderloin Housing Clinic Legal Serv.
Housing/Legal
(415) 771-9850
126 Hyde Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

SF Public Health Foundation
Public Health Outreach
www.sfphf.org
(415) 504-6738
1 Halliidie Plaza, Ste. 808
San Francisco, CA 94102

FILMORE
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WHITE

I was born in Dallas, Texas. Then my 
people came to California and we 
settled down in Stockton. 

I grew up in a middle class, Black family. 
Father was an engineer, mother was a 
registered nurse. Then overnight my world 
was turned upside down - my father was 
killed in an automobile accident. 

I was nine. Eight or nine. My world was a 
two story house, two car garage, literally a 
white picket fence. My only problem was 
what kind of tennis shoes I was gonna 
wear that day and could I get past the 
Jones boys that stayed down the block 
from me that was always chasing me. 

But when my father died, my mother 
also died mentally. We wound up losing 
everything, went from that two story 
house to homelessness. We moved out 
to California because my father's mother 
stayed in San Francisco. So we came out to 
San Francisco, and wound up moving to 
the Valley, to Stockton. 

I remember seeing weed in Dallas, but not 
using it. I remember seeing my father’s…
they used to sell it in these match boxes for 
five dollars. A joint cost you a dollar. That's 
what I experienced when I was in Dallas, 
but when I came to California, it was a 
different thing. The Haight-Ashbury thing 
was going on, and Stockton, in the late 
60s, early 70s, there was drugs everywhere, 
from joints to pills to hardcore stuff. 

So I began to dabble in drugs. My first 
joint was when I was 10. I remember that 
distinctly. 

Jackie
WHITE

It made me eat Corn Flakes without 
milk. We had to use water, couldn’t 
afford milk, but after that joint it got me 
the munchies so bad I ate a whole box of 
Corn Flakes without any sugar or milk. It 
had me giggling and everything, laughing. 
That was my experience with marijuana. 

Looking at my world from the eyes of a 
nine, ten-year-old, you can imagine what it 
was like. My two older brothers went to stay 
with my grandmother,  my mother's mother. 
Our family had to split up. Since I was the 
baby I stayed with my mother, but she was 
delusional, she had lost it man. Naturally it 
affected me, I needed something to cope. I 
found out that this marijuana was a good 
way to escape. I could giggle and laugh at 
everything. Everything was funny. I can 
escape from this world that I detested with a 
passion. 

At 12-years-old, as I got older, I began to 
keep late hours. My mother, she was at the 
point where she'd just stay at the house. 
And so the trouble with the law came with 
the rebellion. Hey, I just started to rebel 
against everything, everybody. Anything 
that was the authority and white, I fought 
against. The first time I went to juvenile 
was when a friend of mine stole a car down 
in Oxnard and drove it all the way up to 
Northern California. We were arrested. That 
was the first time I experienced any kind of 
incarceration. 

We were released the next day to our 
parents, and I thought, you know, this ain't 
bad. It ain't. As I grew older it was juvenile 
hall, then eventually youth authority. It was 
a little bit harder, but I thought, I can handle 
this. As my burden got heavier, my smoking 

and 

drinking 
got heavier. Then one time, a guy laced 
a joint with cocaine - it went from zero 
to sixty in a couple of seconds man. The 
next thing I knew I was actually shooting 
heroin and cocaine. That was my drug of 
choice. 
I was also into music, I liked entertaining. 
I got with a group and we traveled locally, 
California, and we started traveling the 
United States, then we went overseas. We 
started opening for certain acts that in the 
late 60s and early 70s, was really popular. 
As we got to that next status, my drug 
habit got to that next status. 

A lot of my friends was white because 
a lot of them played in the bands, and 
a lot of them came from good families. 
I noticed with the War on Drugs, my 
white friends would get busted with 
marijuana, and next thing I know they 
had probation. Then some of the dudes I 
grew up with was going to prison. Some 
guys would get caught with a match box, 
that’d be a big bust. Over there, guys 
were getting busted with pounds - but 
he's white. His family got money and his 
Daddy's a lawyer. Come on man, what 
else do you expect? They ain't gonna do 
nothing to him. 

You could see the difference, where 
people of color was treated differently 
when it came to the War on Drugs. 

420 Profile: #6

“It was really a war on us.”
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Cocaine - here's a pound of powder and 
you’d get probation, or a drug program. But 
if you got caught with a rock, you’d get 20 
years. It was really a war on us. That's the way 
we really looked at it. 

Now, we see that with opiods. Now that a lot 
of kids from families with money are hooked, 
now it’s, ‘we gotta stop this thing.’ Now it's 
an epidemic. It's no longer a crime, it's a 
sickness.

To be clear, I never did go for the lock 'em 
up thing. It never works man, that was never 
the solution. People come into jail, they kick 
for three or four days, and then they’re in 
a whole jail wing full of dope fiends. Ain't 
nobody but some people using drugs. 

They finally realized they gotta do something 
else but lock people up cause there’s no 
more room in prisons. Everything's about 
to explode and burst. They needed to put a 
bandage on it, so they say, let’s create this law, 
let’s legalize weed. It's just all out in the open 
now, it's acceptable. You go to some of the 
weed stores, you look up and see - don't he 
work in the DA's office? 

But now there's another problem. All these 
regulations you gonna have to put on this 
marijuana now. You don't even know how 
driving under the influence works, you 
know? Cop says I'm driving under the 
influence - okay, I smoked a joint four days 
ago and it showed up in my urine. But it was 
four days ago. God in heaven know that it 
was four days ago. 

That's why I tell my boys, my grandsons, 
come on man. You gotta let them windows 
down. When cops drive up on you and they 
smell weed, they’re going to say they have 
cause. They're gonna trick you cause you 
really don't know the law. You're ignorant to 
the law. Long as you’re ignorant to the law, 
you're gonna be susceptible to their tricks. 
You know they can lie? Even though they're 
telling a lie, the law will believe them. You 
should know better by now. 
I’m seeing that even though weed may be 
technically legal, the cops are still looking for 
ways to come after us as much as possible, 
especially for Black people. Ain’t nothing 
changed yet for people of color yet. Nothing. 

RESOURCE 
GUIDE

3rd Street Youth Center & Clinic 
Health; Youth Development 
www.3rdstyouth.org 
415-822-1707, x303 
1728 Bancroft Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124

100% College Prep 
Education; Youth Development 
www.100collegeprep.org 
415-550-9455 
1201 Mendell Street 
San Francisco, CA 94124

Alive & Free 
Violence Prevention; Youth Develop-
ment  
www.stayaliveandfree.org 
415-826-8664 
1060 Tennessee Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107

Anders and Anders Foundation 
Workforce Development 
www.andersandandersfoundation.org 
415-309-6330 
1460 McKinnon Avenue, #206 
San Francisco, CA 94124
     
Black Founders Startup Community  
Technology; Startups 
www.blackfounders.com 
N/A 
645 Harrison Street, #200 
San Francisco, CA 94107

Hunters Point Family 
Youth Development; Workforce Devel-
opment 
www.hunterspointfamily.org 
415-822-8895 
1800 Oakdale Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124

Potrero Hill Neighborhood House 
Community Development 
www.phnhsf.org 
415-826-8080 
953 De Haro Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94107

Providence Foundation of San Francisco 
Community Development 
www.providencefoundationsf.org 
415-206-0263 
4601 Third Street  
San Francisco, CA 94124

Public Glass 
Art 
www.publicglass.org 
415-617-4916 
1750 Armstrong Avenue
San Francisco, CA94124

Rafiki Coalition for Health and Wellness 
Health 
www.rafikicoalition.org 
415-615-9945 
601 Cesar Chavez Street 
San Francisco, CA 94124

San Francisco African American 
Chamber of Commerce 
Business; Community Economic 
Development 
www.sfaacc.org 
415-749-6400 
1485 Bayshore Blvd., Suite 427 
San Francisco, CA 94124
     
Scholastic Interest Group 
Youth Development 
www.sigsf.org  
Lane Street 
San Francisco, CA 94124
     
Urban Ed Academy 
Education; Advocacy 
www.urbanedacademy.org 
415-330-1015 
1485 Bayshore Blvd., Suite 201 
San Francisco, CA  94124

Young Community Developers 
Community Development 
www.ycdjobs.org 
415-822-3491 
1715 Yosemite Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124

Visitacion Valley Neighborhood 
Job assistance, training  
415-239-8705 
1099 Sunnydale Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94134

So. of Market Mental Health SFDPH 
Mental Health  
415-836-1700 
760 Harrison Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107
     
Jelani House Prenatal Program 
Alcohol/Drug Treatment   
1601 Quesada Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124
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Sheila
PASENE

My name is Sheila, and I am 36-years-old. I'm from here, San 
Francisco, born and raised. Raised in the Ingleside district, 
Sunnyvale to be exact. I've been here my whole life. I'm not going 
anywhere no time soon. I have four children. Four small children. 

Marijuana has been a part of my life … throughout my teenage years. 

I would sell, and I would have my weed on me so I could get high while I was doing what I was 
doing. It helped me to be calm. It helped me to relax. Then, the police would come to see me so 
much out on the block. They would arrest me, take me in, take my drugs, and I would sit in jail. The 
longest I've been in jail was … I did like two county years, so like eight months a piece. 16 months total.

It had a big impact. My parents were really sad. They came to see me during the incarnation. Luckily, I 
didn't have children at that time. I would've been devastated if I had children and being away from them. It 
just wouldn't have been right. I had siblings that were missing me while incarcerated. They would come see 
me. 

It was a huge time out of my life, time lost for me being away from my loved ones. Although I did receive 
my GED while being incarcerated. So I did turn it into a positive. There are no regrets. Everything that I've 
been through as a youth made me the woman that I am today. 

Now, I support because I know people that do smoke marijuana and they do it for various reasons. They 
have health issues. It's more of a natural herb to help them instead of using all these over-the-counter 
medications that people are getting addicted to.

I feel like the people that have been a part of a lifestyle should continue to be a part of it, like with cannabis. 
We should be the people behind the counters helping people because we're the ones that have been a part of 
that lifestyle. We should continue, on a good note. We want to be a part of the movement. And we should 
be a part of it.

“We want to be a part 
of the movement” 420 Profile: #7
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RESOURCE 
GUIDE

Delancy Street Foundtion 
Residential/Former substance abusers/
ex-convicts   
600 Embarcadero Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107

SF Veteran Downtown Clinic 
Health/Referrals 
www.sanfrancisco.va.gov 
415-281-5100 
401 3rd Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107

Bayview Hunters Point Foundation 
Substance Abuse 
www.bayviewci.org 
415-468-5100 
150 Executive Park #2800 
San Francisco, CA 94134

Catholic Charities 
Housing/Homelessness Serv 
www.catholiccharitiessf.org 
415-430-6320 
1641 LaSalle Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124

San Francisco Housing Authority 
Housing   
415-715-3280 
1815 Egbert Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124
     
Renaissance Parents of Success 
Education/Job Training  
415-643-1400 
1800 Oakdale Ave. Ste 510 
San Francisco. CA 94124

African Advocacy Network (AAN) 
Immigrant Services 
www.aansf.org 
415-503-1032 
3106 Folsom Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110

Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center 
Community Development; Housing De-
velopment 
www.bhnc.org 
415-206-2140 515 
Cortland Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94110

Global Exchange 
Human Rights 
www.globalexchange.org 
415-255-7296 
2017 Mission Street, 2nd Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94110

Meadows Livingstone School 
Education 
www.meadowslivingstoneschool.com 
415-695-7735 
1499 Potrero Avenue, # 1 
San Francisco, CA 94110

San Francisco Education Fund 
Education 
www. sfedfund.org 
415-695-5400 x3010 
2730 Bryant Street, Second Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94110

Mission Neighborhood 
Job assistance, training  
415-869-7977 
165 Capp Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110

City Build 
Job assistance, training 
www.oewd.org/city-build 
415-701-4848 
3120 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110
Mission Mental Health SFDPH 
Mental Health  
415-401-2700 
2712 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110

Instituto Familiar de La Raza 
Substance abuse/Mental Health  
415-229-0500 
2919 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA  94110

Horizons Unlimited of San Francisco 
Substance abuse/Mental Health www.
horizons-sf.org 
415-487-6700 
440 Potrero Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94110

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Recovery Support 
www.aasf.org 
415-824-1834 
3401 Cesar Chavez 
San Francisco, CA 94110

Central American Resource Center 
Tattoo Removal/Dental Srvs. 
www.carecensf.org 
415-642-4400 
3101 Mission Street #101 
San Francisco, CA 94110

Mission Economic Development Financial 
Counseling, Home 
www.medasf.org 
415-282-3334 
2301 Mission St. Ste. 301 
San Francisco, CA 94110

Homeless Prenatal Program 
Full Service/Family 
www.homelessprenatal.org 
415-546-6756 
2500 18th Street
San Francisco, CA 94110

San Francisco Tenants Union 
Tenant Rights 
www.sftu.org 
415-282-6622 
558 Capp Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110
Asian Women's  Shelter 
Domestic Violence/Anti-Trafficking 
www.sfaws.org 
415-751-7110 
3543 18th Street #19 
San Francisco, CA 94110
     
 

MISSION
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My name is Nina Parks. I'm from 
San Francisco. Currently, I am 
33-years-old, but on 4/20 I turn 
34. They said 

that I was born for this. 

In regards to marijuana 
and law enforcement, 
my story starts when 
I worked as a case 
manager at the Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood 
Center. I was 
helping to facilitate 
programming at the 
Excelsior Community 
Center, also known as 
the Greater Mission 
Consortium. It used to 
be called The G, but all 
the gentrification of this 
space really turned it 
into a whole different 
world.

I saw how police 
officers chose to 
interact with our 
youth while they were 
smoking weed in the 
neighborhood, how 
they would enforce. 
They would run up into 
the teen center, pull the 
kids out, go through 
their pockets, put them 
into zip ties. These kids 
are being trained to feel 
like criminals. 

For the law 
enforcement, there's no 
community communication, and that's a 

huge problem. There's a disconnect. You feel 
like there's an us and them. 
It got to a place of just feeling really 

oppressed by this authoritative, paramilitary 
presence. Considering the conditions that 
a lot of us who are Brown, Black, those 

who come from families with immigrant 
parents, live in, we have other social 
barriers that don't let us have these fluffy 
lives that you see on television. We're 

constantly chasing a dream 
that doesn't really exist 
within the framework of our 
resources, you know? So, to 
be enforced upon, and to 
be violently enforced upon, 
really puts you in a fucked 
up mind state.

My brother - you'll hear his 
story, also - but my brother 
really was the one most 
heavily impacted by the 
war on drugs. As a young 
man trying to become 
someone that could provide 
and be able to attain a level 
of economic freedom, he 
chose to make some money 
in a way that he thought 
was attaining the level of 
financial freedom that he 
needed. 

And it worked for a second, 
and then maybe ... I don't 
know what happened. 
He could have gotten too 
confident, or not confident 
enough. Who knows? 

Walking through the jail at 
Rikers Island, because that’s 
where he went, to visit my 
brother was a tough thing. 
You see subpar conditions 
for everybody. These are 
literal cages for humans. 
It's like a zoo. It's violent. 

They're stacked up on top of each other. 
I think for me personally, there is a level of 
trauma. 

Nina
PARKS

420 Profile: #8

“I think for me personally, 
there is a level of trauma.”
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It has consumed the greater thought process 
of our family for the past five years. To have 
to think about, "How do we support my 
brother while he's in there?" We don't have 
any control over who interacts with him, how 
he interacts. We have to trust that he’s able 
to maintain his own mental health, because 
there's nobody in there that's going to do that.     

My father is passed away now. It's a story that 
one day I'll be able to figure out how to tell. 
I'm just not there yet. For my mom, I feel like 
it really introverted her. She didn't want to 
be around her family. She didn't want to tell 
them. When people did find out, it was like 
this whole big fiasco, you know? 

It really instilled in me a resolve to do 
something. I know that these systems are 
set in place to make us fail. The fact that my 
brother's only decision was to go sell drugs? 
Something is fundamentally wrong with our 
structure that he doesn't feel like he can earn 
money any other way to reach the level of 
economic freedom than that he wanted to. 

I work on a lot of weed policy. I have an 
organization that I founded while my brother 
was in jail called Supernova Women. Because 
when I launched my [cannabis delivery] 
business, I was going to a lot of city meetings 
to figure out what was going on, and there 
was no people of color there at all. Slowly, 
there started to become like four women in 
the room that were consistent, and so we all 
formed an organization called Supernova 
Women. 

We've been keeping up with cannabis policy, 
trying to make sure that the language is 
inclusive of people of color and women of 
color, making sure we don't get regulated 
out. We take a real serious look at what our 
resources are, and then we look at the way 
that they set up fees. We look at the way that 
they set up the requirements, and we're like, 
"Are these things that are realistic for us to 
be able to implement? Are these regulations 
something that doesn't put blockades on our 
ability to enter into this new market?" 

Basically, what happened is that weed 
enforcement took over my entire life, and 
now all I do is advocate for weed and sell 
weed.

RESOURCE 
GUIDE

Coleman Advocates for Children & Youth 
Organizing; Advocacy 
www.colemanadvocates.org 
415-239-0161 
459 Vienna Street 
San Francisco, CA 94112

Ingleside Community Center 
Youth 
Development 
www.inglesidepresbyterian.org 
415-587-4472 
1345 Ocean Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94112
     
So. East Mission Geriatric Srv SFDPH  Mental 
Health (60 - older)   
415-337-2400 
3905 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94112

Alcoholics Anonymous (Spanish Speaking) 
Recovery Support 
www.aasf.org 
415-587-0442 
5529 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94112

Alonzo King’s LINES Ballet 
Art; Culture 
www.linesballet.org 
415-863-3040, x221 
26 Seventh Street, 5th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Black Girls Code 
Youth; Workforce Development www.black-
girlscode.com 
510-398-0880 
P.O. Box 640926 
San Francisco, CA 94164

California Minority Counsel 
Program 
Legal Services; Advocacy; 
Community Building 
www.cmcp.org  
465 California Street, Suite 635 San Francis-
co, CA 94104

Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice 
(CJCJ) 
Justice; Youth Development 
www.cjcj.org 
415-621-5661 
40 Boardman Place 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Code2040 
Technology; Workforce 
Development 
www.code2040.org  
785 Market Street, Suite 850 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Community Initiatives 
Fiscal Sponsorships 
www.communityin.org 
415-230-7733 
354 Pine Street, Suite 700 
San Francisco, CA 94104

Goodwill of  San Francisco, 
San Mateo and Marin  Social 
Enterprise 
www.sfgoodwill.org 
415-575-2100 
295 Bay Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133

Mural Music and Arts Project Art; 
Youth Development 
www.muralmusicarts.org  
405 Howard Street 
attn: Eugene Clark-Herrera 
San Francisco, CA 94105

Museum of the African Diaspora 
(MoAD) 
Art 
www.moadsf.org 
415-358-7200 
685 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105
     
 
Positive Resource Center 
HIV/AIDS; Mental Health; Workforce 
Development 
www.PRCSF.Org 
415-777-0333 
170 9th St. 
San Francisco, CA 94103

San Francisco Achievers 
Education; Youth Development 
www.sfachievers.org 
415-872-9986 
155 9th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103

San Francisco Conservation 
Corps 
Environment; Workforce 
Development 

IN
GELSID

E
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Back in 1988, I was 20-years-old. I 
was a street outreach worker for a 
program in the Mission called the 
Real Alternatives Program. Every 

afternoon, we would go pick up young 
men and take 'em to the gym to work out 
or play basketball.

One afternoon, I picked a group of eight 
guys - myself and a colleague - in a van. 
When we pulled up in front of the gym, 
I noticed there's a lot of narcs all over the 
place and they all had their guns out. We 
all ended up with our face on the floor, 
their feet behind our back and with the 
barrel to the back of our heads. 

Next thing I know, one of the officers 
come out from the van and had a brown 
Safeway bag full of cannabis. Long story 
short, myself and my colleague ended up 
in jail because we were the drivers and the 
responsible individuals for the vehicle. 

To this day, no one would not disclose to me 
who owned that bag. And it had an impact, 
especially in our community. You know, the 
Pacific Islander community, we're tight-knit. 
Once something happens to you, everybody 
knows your business. And when you do 
that type of work in the community, a lot of 
folks, they look up to you. 

It was like, "Wow. For real? John, you sell-
ing?" They lump you together and say, 
"You're all sellers. You're all users." Getting 
arrested, it's embarrassing. So it did have 
a very big impact on me. Even up to now. 
Look at me. I'm talking about it like it was 
yesterday. That's how much of an impact it 
had on my life. 

Who would've known that 30 years later, 
that arrest would help me become an equity 
applicant. 

So it's really big. It's taking something that 

was once negative in the family to now 
become something that could help the 
family better their future. And that's the 
case for a lot of us from the different 
neighborhoods throughout the city that 
was impacted by the War on Drugs.

I'm really proud of the city, but those of 
us that are part of this really need to make 
sure that we hold the city accountable. 
Let's get business owners to pair up with 
an equity partner. Not just for the sake of 
fulfilling criteria or requirements, but to 
make sure that some of us who are fortu-
nate to get a permit can be successful for 
the long-run.

Let's flip the script. Game's on. Let's take 
this thing to another level. Let's get in 
here, become businessmen and women, 
own properties, have a business, show 
a whole ‘nother light to this. Instead of 
seeing the dark side, now you're gonna see 
more of the light and positive side.

John
NAUER

“Instead of seeing 
the dark side, 

now you're gonna see 
more of the light and 

positive side.”

420 Profile: #9
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Rudy
CORPUZ

I’m born and raised in San Francisco in the 
south of Market. I'm a SoMa boy, downtown 
boy. I grew up on 9th Street in all these alleys. 
Natoma, Minna, Russ, Clementina, Harriet, all 

these alleys, I know 'em like the back of my hand.

My mom and dad, they was in the Philippines, and 
my father who was in the service landed here in 
the '60s. And so, you know, boom. I was born in 
Letterman hospital. There were nine of us, and I 
got two step sisters, so it's eleven. I’m the baby boy, 
the youngest. All of us raised pretty much in San 
Francisco, ya know what I mean?

Growing up, most of my older brothers and sisters 
was already out the house, already caught up in 
the streets. You know, my whole family, they was 
involved in gangs. And that’s what I used to look 
up to. Because you know, when I went out on 
the streets, the things that impressed me were all 
the glamorous stuff. Flashy cars, the clothes, the 
person who had respect walking down the street. 
You dig what I'm saying? 

My first memories of weed was the smell, seeing 
people smoking it and having a good time. And 
so my older brother and his friends would smoke 
it, and when they'd get to the end to the roach, 
they'll put it down and then we'd take them. We'll 
take the roaches and it'd be like ten roaches, but 
we'll open 'em up and make like one joint. And we 
would smoke it, coughing, laughing, just escaping 
reality but feeling good. 

It was just all around me, but I didn't really see 

“I see weed as really 
helping out the 

community.”

how powerful weed was until I seen 
some of my friends had cancer or 
AIDS. I had a homeboy, man, who 
was one of my best homies. He was 
an AIDS patient. He was dwindling 
down, bro. And he went to the doctor, 
they was telling him to smoke weed 
cause there was nothing else, and that 
shit helped him! He lived another 
six, seven years! He gained his weight 
back, he looked normal, he didn't look 
like he was sick. And then he ended 
up going to prison for some other 
shit, and in prison he couldn't get the 

medical help he needed, and he died 
in prison. The impact blew my mind. 
And then I had an uncle of mine, 
right? He had cancer, he was in bed 
sick. Next thing you know, he was 
smoking a lot of weed. He didn't really 
like smoking weed, but it gave him an 
appetite. And I seen how it made him 
healthy again, and made him laugh, 
and made him be human again, cause 
they was putting so much pills in him. 
And I was like, ‘Damn, that shit really 
work, the weed.’

420 Profile: #10
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At the same time, you’d see the police 
jacking people up for weed all the time. If 
you were smoking weed, they come over 
and harass you. And so from very young, 
you’re taught that the police are the 
enemy. Don't trust the police.

Even when I was selling drugs, the cops 
who would bust us would say, ‘Look, if 
you don't want to get busted by us, here, 
you sell the drugs for us. But this is what 
we want.’ Dig what I'm saying? I'd be 
like, ‘Damn, I heard that, well, all right.’ 
I always thought that shit was fake, but it 
was real. They would give us the drugs to 
go sell, but then we just gotta give them a 
little cut. 
That was dope, crack - not weed,. Weed, 
they would trip, but they'd let us keep it. 
They didn’t care about the weed because 
the real money was in crack. They’d walk 
by and be like, "Oh, man, I smell that 
odor. Where the weed at?" But it wasn't 
really about that. It was just to give them 
the right to go ahead and sweat us. Man, 
when you grow up in the hood, you see 
that shit all the time.

I was so used to seeing people harassed 
by the police for weed it took me a while 
to recognize medical marijuana as a 
real business. But then I seen them start 
popping up, and I seen how lucrative 
they could be. I mean, you got three on 
one block off 9th Street. Between 9th and 
8th, there's like another three. And I'm 
like, ‘Damn, this must be some real good 
business.’ But I see it as really helping out 
the community, and I'ma tell you how. 

When we originally tried to do gun buy-
backs, we didn't have no resources to 
make it happen, to give people money. 
So I thought, well, what about these 
businesses that are making money selling 
weed? And so I would share the story with 
them, that we're a non-profit and we're 
gonna get guns off the street and destroy 
them, but we need cash to give away. 

It was a no-brainer for them. They was 
having a lot of issues with violence too, 
so they wanted to help. And so, boom, 

I would go to one store, that store would 
introduce me to that store, and next thing 
you know, I got $25,000! Five stores, $5,000 a 
pop. 

And that's what actually helped build a 
relationship, and I seen the power that 
they have, saw how it could benefit the 
community. Not just health-wise, but also 
safety-wise. Dig what I'm saying?

I'm a United Playa, man, and I united some 
real playaz. I had the SFPD, who was actually 
the people sweating people for weed, be a 
part of the community and help out. I’d say, 
‘Look, we're all part of the same team.’ I had 
the Chief of San Francisco PD, Greg Suhr at 
the time, sit down with one of the guys from 
the cannabis industry and I explained to both 
of them how it's gonna be beneficial to all of 
us. 
 

As time’s gone on, I’ve started to think more 
about how people can utilize businesses in 
the neighborhood. You in my neighborhood 
with a weed store? Hire some of our people 
there. Not just as “budtenders” or security, 
but actually help them someday be owners. 
Because that's the only way we will get equity 
in our community. 

RESOURCE 
GUIDE

www.sfcc.org 
415-928-7322, x1003 
205 13th Street, Suite 2001 
San Francisco, CA 94103

SOMArts 
Art 
www.somarts.org 
415-863-1414, x113 
934 Brannan Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103
     
 
Success Center San Francisco 
Education; Workforce 
Development 
www.successcentersf.org 
415-688-7970 
146 Spruce Avenue 
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Summer Search 
Youth Development; Education 
www.summersearch.org 
415-362-5225 
101 Howard Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105

YMCA of San Francisco 
Youth Development 
www.ymcasf.org  
50 California Street, Suite 650 
San Francisco, CA  94111

Comprehensive Access Point 
Job assistance, training  
415-575-4570 
99 Kissling Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Chinatown Neighborhood  
Job assistance, training  
415-677-7500 
601 Jackson Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133
     
Mission Hiring Hall 
Job assistance, training 
www.missionhiringhall.org 
415-626-1919 ext 100 
3080 16th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Episcopal Community Services  
Job training, CHEFS  
415-487-3300 
165 8th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Community Awareness and Treatment 
Services 
Jobs, housing 
www.catsinc.org 
415-241-1184 
1171 Mission Street #2 
San Francisco, CA 94103
 
CA Pacific Med Center, PEP Jobs 
Job assistance 
www.cpmc.org/pepjobs 
415-600-4875 
45 Castro St.B-Level South 
San Francisco, CA 94114

Asian Neighborhood Design  
Construction Training Program 
www.andnet.org 
415-575-0423 
1245 Howard St. 
San Francisco, CA 94103

America Workers of California 
Job assistance, training 
www.americaworks.com  
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RESOURCE 
GUIDE

RESOURCE GUIDE

1663 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103
Arriba Juntos Power Up Youth Educational/
Employment 
www.arribajuntos.org 
415-487-3240 
1850 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94103  
     
(BHAC) Dept of Public Health 
Substance abuse /Mental Health 
referrals  
415-503-4730 
1380 Howard Street 1st Flr. 
San Francisco, CA 94103

California HIV/AIDS Hotline 
HIV/AIDS or STDS 
www.aidshotline.org 
800-367-2437 
995 Market Street #200 
San Francisco, CA 94103
Dept of Public Health (TAY)  
Mental Health  (16-25 yrs)  
415-642-4522   
     
Chinatown Mental Health  SFDPH 
Substance abuse/Mental Health  
415-352-2000 
729 Filbert Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133

Hyde Street Community Services 
Health  
415-673-5700 
815 Hyde Street #100 
San Francisco, CA 94109
 
HealthRight360 
Health www.healthright360.org 
415-746-1940 
1563 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103

BAARAT Community Healthcare 
Health 
www.baarthealthcare.org 
415-863-3883 
1111 Market Street  
San Francisco, CA 94103

BAART Programs 
Substance abuse/Mental Health 
www,baartprograms.com 
415-863-3883 
1111 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Progress Foundation 

Mental Health/Referrals 
www.progressfoundation.org 
415-861-0828 
368 Fell Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102
     
Cityteam 
Residential Recovery Men 
www.cityteam.org 
415-861-8688 
164 6th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103

SF Veteran Medical Center 
Health/Referrals 
www.sanfrancisco.va.gov 
415-221-4810 
4150 Clement Street 
San Francisco, CA 94121

South of Market Health Center Health 
 
415-503-6000 
229 7th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104
     
SF Behavioral Health Services 
Behavioral Health Services  
415-255-3737 
1380 Howard Street 1st Flr 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Recovery Support 
www.aasf.org 
415-674-1821 
1821 Sacramento Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109

Dry Dock Corporation 
Recovery Support 
www.drydocksf.org 
415-673-3009 
2118 Greenwich Street 
San Francisco, CA 94123

Goodwill Career Center 
Job assistance, training 
www.sfgoodwill.org 
415-575-4570 
99 Kissling Street 3rd Flr 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Catholic Charities 
Housing/Homelessness Serv. 
www.catholiccharitiessf.org 
415-972-1200 
990 Eddy Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109

St. Anthony Foundation 
Homeless Programs 
www.stanthonysf.org 
415-241-2600 
150 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Asian, Inc. 
Financial Counseling, Home 
www.asianinc.org 
415-928-5910 
1167 Mission St. 4th Flr 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Consumer Credit Counseling of SF 
Financial Counseling, Home 
www.cccssf.org 8
00-777-7526 
595 Market St. 15th Flr 
San Francisco, CA 94105

Swords to Plowsers 
Full Service Agency Veteran  
415-252-4788 
1060 Howard Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Self-Help for the Elderly 
Elderly Support 
www.selfhelpelderly.org 
415-677-7600 
731 Sansome St. Ste.100 
San Francisco, CA 94111

Legal Assistance to the Elderly 
Elderly/Disabled 18-59 
www.laesf.org 
415-538-3333 
1663 Mission St. Ste.225 
San Francisco, CA 94109
     
Larkin Youth Services 
Full Service Youth 12-24
www.larkinstreetyouth.org 
800-669-6196 
134 Golden Gate Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94102

Huckleberry Youth Programs 
Youth Housing/Medical Help 
www.huckleberryyouth.org 
415-668-2622  
San Francisco, CA 94118

Housing Rights Committee 
Housing/Tenant Counseling 
www.hrcsf.org 
415-703-8644 
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1663 Mission St.#504 
San Francisco, CA 94103
Inner Richmond Tenant Counseling 
Housing/Tenant Counseling  
415-947-9085 
4301 Geary @ 7th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

Eviction Defense Callaborative 
Eviction/Rental Assistance 
www.evictiondefense.org 
415-947-0797 
1338 Mission St. 4th Flr. 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Bay Area Legal Aid 
Legal 
www.baylegal.org 
415-982-1300 
1800 Market St. 3 Flr. 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Season of Sharing Fund 
Grant/Critical Need Funds 
www.seasonofsharing.org 
415-557-6484  
San Francisco, CA 

Mayor's Office of Housing Com Dev 
DTHP Certificate 
www.sfmohcd.org 
415-701-5500 
1 South Van Ness, 5th Flr 
San Francisco, CA 94103

SF Domestic Violence Hotline  
http:/dvcpartners.org 
415-864-4722  
 
Asian Women's  Shelter 
24-Hour Crisis Line  
877-751-0880  
 
La Casa de las Madres 
Domestic Violence/Support 
www.lacasa.org 
415-503-0500 
1663 Mission St. Ste.225 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Adult Crisis Line:   
877-503-1850 
  
Teen Crisis Line:   
877-923-0700  
 
W.O.M.A.N., Inc. 
Domestic Violence/Support 
www.womaninc.org 
415-864-4722 
333 Valencia Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103
    
Justice and Diversity Center of 
the-Bar Association of 
San Francisco 
Legal/Free 
www.sfbar.org/jdc 
415-989-1616  
 
Office of Victims&Survivor Rights 
Resources to Crime Victims 
www.cdcr.ca.gov/victim 
877-256-6877 
P.O. Box 942883 
Sacramento, CA 94283

NAACP Empowerment 
Programs,Inc 
Expungement Clinics  
916-306-0778 
serves: San Francisco, 
Alemeda, Contra Costa,Fresno, San 
Joaquin  

IM
PACT


