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SF Board of Supervisors President Shamann Walton

President of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors Shamann Walton is the father 
of four, Monique 30, sons, Malcolm, 29, Damani, 21, and Dominic, 16. Walton 
represents District 10 and is the first African American man to be elected Board 
President.  

Supervisor Walton said, "My goal has always been to provide my children with 
the things I didn't have and provide them with the good things I did have; like 
the lessons I learned from and the value of giving back to your community."

"I have also encouraged them to be leaders and to be individuals that are not 
followers. Good decision making comes from having the opportunity to lead.”

Black Men Who Lead
By Gail Berkley 
As the nation continues the racial reckoning following the videotaped murder of George Floyd by a White 
Minneapolis police officer, the unique challenges faced by African Americn men and boys are gaining 
national attention.

The Sun-Reporter in this issue is celebrating African American fathers, and those who are  father figures,  
who have successfully raised Black boys, in a nation that doesn’t always recognize their worth.  The fathers 
highlighted in this issue have instilled values and principles for successful living in their sons.  Many of 
the  fathers and mentors to Black boys have also given them what has  come to be known as “the talk,”  
a conversation about what to do when stopped by law enforcement.  This conversation is difficult but 
necessary and can have life and death consequences.  

We celebrate these  fathers  for raising self-confident, successful men who are in turn giving back to their 
communities, and in many cases, passing on the  lessons learned to a new generation.  
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Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr.
Former San Francisco Mayor Willie L. Brown said he gave his son 
Michael hard truths when raising him. “He had to outperform 
everybody he’s ever in competition with,” Brown advised his 
son.  He said his son read about the negative outcomes from 
Black men’s interactions with law enforcement.  “He knew 
people in authority were always dangerous for him.”

While San Francisco’s first African American Mayor Brown said 
he tried to make life safer and more equitable for Black men 
by appointing a Chinese Police Chief and a Black Chief. “ They 
were both tasked with training the force to handle people on 
an equal justice basis,”  he said.

During 15 years as Speaker of the California Assembly and later 
founder of the Willie L. Brown Jr. Institute on Politics and Public 
Service, Brown also has served as a mentor to countless young 
Black men. Brown is also the father of three daughters, Susan 
Robin and Sydney.   

Attorney Waukeen Q. McCoy 
Waukeen Q. McCoy is the CEO of the McCOY LAW firm in San Francisco.  
He is also the CEO of Genuine Sports Group, a sports and talent agency 
he founded in 2012. McCoy successfully represented the members of an 
African American women’s book club in their multimillion-dollar lawsuit 
against the Napa Valley Wine Train.   

McCoy was one four lawyers who argued the “In Re Marriage” cases 
before the California Supreme Court resulting in the legalization of 
same sex marriages in the state.  McCoy also was a member of the San 
Francisco Ethics Commission from 2002-2006, after his appointment by 
then Mayor Willie Brown.

As a lawyer, McCoy knows firsthand how the justice system and law 
enforcement are often not too kind to African American men. He's 
defended cases and prosecuted them. His only son, 33-year-old Monarch 
McCoy is the beneficiary of his father's real-life experiences.
Attorney McCoy said he often reminds his son that he must treat others 
respectfully, try to be in the right places and be mindful of people and 
their intentions. " I remind him to try to avoid bad situations,  to use good 
judgment.  If that fails, try proper communication. I tell him, even to this 
day, live right, help others and the good you do will come back to you.”

Four Generations: Mayor Brown, center, grandson Mateo, great grandson Robin 
and son Michael.

Attorney McCoy with son Monarch Eubanks McCoy.
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As a transplanted Texan I have always celebrated the  
19th of June as most Americans celebrate the 4th of July. 

 Now that the Juneteenth is an official national holiday  
I want everybody to join me in celebration,  

as I have joined you  
when you celebrate the 4th of July.

The Brown Family
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Sutter Health Board Director Anthony Wagner, Sr.
Anthony Wagner Sr., a retired healthcare executive,  is the Immediate 
Past Chair of the Sutter Health Bay Area Board of Directors and is 
currently a member of the Sutter Health Parent Board of Directors.  
He was recently appointed Associate Professor of Louisiana State 
University (LSU) in New Orleans.  

Wagner is the father of two sons, Anthony II, 45, a Sr. Manager of 
Early Talent University Relations at Gilead Sciences in Foster City, and 
Myles, a Sr. Financial Analyst at the GAP’s corporate headquarters in 
San Francisco. He has two grandsons Myles II,10, and Isaiah. 8.  
“After my wife, Benny, the greatest blessing God could have ever 
given me was my two sons and their children,” said Wagner.  

“I always taught my sons the importance of integrity, hard work, 
education, love of God, family, others, and self.  Both sons have 
earned graduate degrees.  I’m  proud that both of them have great 
wives who are very much a part of our family,” he continued.  

“My parents divorced when I was ten years old; consequently, my 
father wasn’t present when I needed him most. My sister and I were 
essentially raised by our sainted mother.  I promised myself that I 
would be a better father than my dad was to me.  Fortunately, long 
before his passing he and I got it together. I frequently tell my sons, 
my two grandsons, and my granddaughter how much I love them.  
I talk to them often and have tried to be a role model and a support 
to them when needed.  It is my hope my sons have learned lessons 
from me that someday they will want to pass on to their children,” 
he added.   

Attorney Gordon Greenwood
For Attorney Gordon Greenwood authenticity is the key to raising 
successful Black men. Greenwood is a partner in the Oakland law 
firm, Kazan, McClain, Satterley, and Greenwood.  He is the father of 
Kenneth Greenwood, 25 and is also raising his nephew Donovan 
Loud, 9. 

“Be as authentic as possible and give them the benefit of your 
experiences, however good or bad they’ve been. They receive 
your words better when you’re authentic,” he said.  And, in being 
authentic he added, “you gain their trust.” “When I offer  advice, I 
make sure I’m telling them as much of the truth as I can.”

Greenwood said if they’re not ready to hear the truth of what he’s 
saying now, they will grow to understand it.  “Tell these young boys 
the truth, that’s what they need to hear.”

He has talked to his son about encounters with law enforcement 
and emphasized, “his job is to make sure there’s no conflict.”   “That’s 
not the place to decide whether you’re right or wrong. If it’s a ticket 
take it.  I’m an attorney, I can fight the legal case later.” 

Kenneth, like his father, is a graduate of Morehouse College and 
received a master’s degree in Analytics from Duke University. 
He works in the tech industry at Adobe.  Greenwood also has a 
daughter Jamaica Greenwood and two stepdaughters Kamryn 
Thomas and Alegra Angelo. 

Director Wagner, Sr., center, with sons Anthony II, Myles and 
grandsons Myles II and Isaiah.

Attorney Greenwood with nephew Donovan and son Kenneth.



SUN-REPORTER • SPECIAL EDITION •  July 1,  2021 • PAGE 6



PAGE 7 • SuN-REPORTER • SPECIAL EDITION • JULy 1, 2021

Activist Cephus Johnson
Since the New Year’s Day 2009 killing of his nephew Oscar 
Grant by a BART police officer at the Fruitvale BART sta-
tion, Cephus “Uncle Bobby X” Johnson has been a tireless 
social justice activist working to end police violence and 
supporting families who have been impacted by police. 
Johnson is the father of two sons, Cephus Johnson III, and 
Akeem Aziz. 

He has impacted the lives of countless young men and is 
known as the “People’s Uncle.” He is a much-beloved pres-
ence and invaluable resource for families suffering from 
police violence around the globe.

He has founded four social justice organizations the Oscar 
Grant Foundation, Love Not Blood Campaign, California 
Families United 4 Justice and National Families United 4 
Justice Network. 

Johnson said, “Impacted families are ‘Bonded By Blood’ 
and ‘United In Love’ creating a vision of true revolutionary 
change in policing accountability. 
"There is no greater power than for all impacted families 
to stand together." 

Johnson is married to Beatrice Johnson, and he also has 
two daughters LaShawnda Jones and Samaiyah Gipson.

Donald E. Lacy, Jr. is an award-winning actor, director and 
comedian who became an activist after the death of his16-
year-old daughter LoEshe Adanma Lacy, who in 1997 was killed 
by a stray bullet across the street from her Oakland high school.  

In 1997 Lacy founded the LoveLife Foundation, a non-profit 
community building organization committed to promoting life 
and saving lives through community revitalization, leadership 
and development. LoEshe means love life in the Nigerian Igbo 
language.
 
Lacy is the proud  father of two adult sons. He said, “My 
philosophy  on raising two strong Black sons was the way my 
father raised me, and his father raised him with love, respect and 
instilling in them a responsibility to self, family, and   community. 
I taught them to treat everyone with respect unless they acted 
disrespectful  to you. I taught them the importance of setting 
a good example when out in public for their peers to follow. I 
also taught them about making good decisions  and to always 
be conscious of their surroundings  and their environment. 
My oldest son Donny has his own business, a clothing line 
Motivated  Humble Society Clothing. My youngest son Anwaar 
works for the Las Vegas Raiders as a Premium Service Manager.”

Activist Donald E. Lacy, Jr. 

Johnson, right, is shown with late nephew Oscar Grant.

Donald Lacy (center) with sons Donny and Anwaar
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I am not ashamed to say that I absolutely loved comic books.  
But my introduction to this wonderful world of illustrated 
imagination and amazing adventures came about in a rather 
unusual way. When I was in the second grade, I fell terribly 
ill and suffered with 100-plus degree fever for several days. 
Watching me lay in my sickbed in the height of misery in 
a time before we had Internet, laptops, smartphones, video 
games, and unlimited cable channels, my mother did some-
thing unusual one day when she came home with a small 
tack of comic books. As a single mother working three jobs 
while putting herself through nursing school to worry about 
her only begotten son, my mother had enough worries on her 
mind.  Nevertheless, this simple gift not only cheered me 
up at that moment but also changed me for a lifetime. From 
that time forward, I couldn't get enough of reading about the 
mind-blowing exploits of superheroes such as Spider-Man, 
Batman, Iron Man, Superman, Black Panther, the Fantastic 
Four, the Mighty Thor, Captain America, and the X-Men 
just to name a few of my personal favorites. As much as I 
thoroughly enjoyed those books for exciting stories they re-
vealed, I also gathered many insights and life lessons from 
those books as well.

One of the most important insights of those colorful and cre-
ative stories that fired me up was the whole notion of the 
cliffhanger. For those who might not know what I am talking 
about, a cliffhanger is a key feature of comic books that fo-
cuses upon the plight of the main character towards the very 
end of a particular issue finds him / herself in a dangerous 
situation or faced with a difficult dilemma. It is clearly un-
derstood by anyone who has been invested emotionally in the 
unfolding storyline that failure for the central figures to over-
come the adversity before them will mean the end of every-
thing.   By its very nature, a cliffhanger is supposed to ensure 
the audience will return to see how these beloved characters 
find a way to resolve the challenge, often offering the tempt-
ing caveats "To Be Continued..." or "Is This The End?" as 
ways to encourage the loyal and faithful reader to patiently 
await yet passionately anticipate the revelation of the fate of 
characters with whom they have become so connected. No 
matter how dismal or desperate, the very nature of the cliff-
hanger in its most classic sense, reminds me of the Chinese 
symbol for the word “crisis” in that it combines danger and 
opportunity to create a powerful moment of possibility. It 
is all about perspective. Put another way, the true power of 
cliffhanger for me can be easily summarized in the concept: 
"Things aren't always what they seem."

When talking about an honest-to-goodness cliffhanger, I be-
lieve the predicament illustrated in this biblical text, 2 Kings 
7:3-10. The four unnamed men we find in this story are in a 
mighty bad way.  In verses 3, we find ourselves thrown right 
into the mix of their precarious predicament: “It happened 

that four lepers were sitting just outside the city gate.”  The 
first point I want to lift up from this text is the fact that, no 
matter what anyone wants to tell you about you, you are not 
your situation!  These four anonymous brothers in this morn-
ing’s story are literally in a world of hurt. When we are intro-
duced to these four men, they are trapped outside the city gate 
without food, medicine, shelter, or any protection as the city 
is about to fall prey to a huge invading army.  In the culture of 
the biblical world, leprosy was a contagious skin disease that 
was so greatly feared that ancient society established legisla-
tion to keep folks with this condition segregated from the rest 
of society in every way possible to let them know that they 
were seen as separate and unequal according to the law of the 
land. Sound familiar? Even though this text was written thou-
sands of years ago, if we are going to tell the truth in church 
today, despite all the positive gains made by all Americans 
over the past two centuries of our nation's existence, we are 
still a far cry from seeing freedom, justice, and equality fully 
realized in this great country.  Sadly, through no fault of their 
own, these men are caught between exclusion by their fellow 
citizens and extermination by the foreign invaders.  They are 
quite literally caught between a rock and a hard place trapped 
in a condition in which, much like James Baldwin’s profound 
novel about the great quest for cultural identity and human 
dignity, these men had “no name in the street.”  

Moreover, we can see in the passage that the original scribes 
of the Hebrew Masoretic text have stripped these men of their 
rightful names because their leprosy marked them as unequal 
members of God’s creation. When dealing with the original 
Hebrew text, these men are not referred to as Adam, the more 
commonplace term indicating their status as men who were 
full and equal parts of humanity but rather by the term Enoch, 
a word that was chosen to make it known to everyone that 
they were lesser creatures who were being defined by their 
disease, disadvantage, dysfunction, distress and despair.  I 
don’t know who first came up with that old childhood saying 
“Sticks and stones may break my bones but names will never 
hurt me” but they were wrong.  Harsh, hateful words spoken 
with the intent to harm and harass undeserving victims in the 
midst of a society that condones and endorses such negativity 
can hurt more than you can ever imagine.  It is horrible when 
you better known by your negative attributes than your God-
given name.  Everyday, folks will refer to you by your chal-
lenges yet never identified by their character. It is amazing 
how quickly others will call you a “problem” before they’ll 
ever call you a “person!” As our enslaved ancestors knew far 
too well upon their arrival on the shores of North America, 
it is an awful thing to go through this life from the cradle to 
the grave without a sense of your true identity and a name 
you can be proud of. But there is another old saying that I 
do appreciate from my youth that I think is more instructive 
and empowering in this situation: “It’s not what people call 
you, it’s what you answer to.”  Even though these guys had 
been badly mistreated and falsely led to believe by virtually 
everyone around them that they were nobodies from nowhere 
with no property, purpose or prospects at least they had sense 
enough to know for themselves that before they could make a 
plan, they had to take a stand. 
 
Robbed not just of their names and identities but also their 
dignity as human beings, they had figure out what they are 
going to do next for their own good, no matter how they had 
been abandoned and mistreated by society. Regardless of 
what folks might attempt to do in order to rob you of your 
sense of God’s purpose and meaning for your life, don't let 

the world beat you down in mind, body, or spirit!  Despite the 
awful way that all sorts of folk might talk about us in ways 
that prove that they’re addicted to our afflictions, Psalms 
139 [NRSV] reassures us, we are “fearfully and wonderfully 
made” by God.  What’s remarkable isn’t the cruelty and in-
sensitivity that was once used in attempts to erase the pres-
ence of women, children, the weak, disadvantaged, defeated, 
and just plain different from the biblical record, but it’s the 
fact that God saw fit to keep them in the mix as part of the 
“great cloud of witnesses” that includes all of us. Whereas 
these men were left nameless by the ancient chroniclers and 
historical circumstances of their time, it is now up to us to 
do all we can now do in the here and now to remember and 
redeem them.  Because just we lift them out of history’s lost-
and-found, believe me there will come a time generations 
from now who will want to know more about those of us who 
lived through these strange and wonderful times that we’re 
currently experiencing. Therefore, even as we are about to 
enter into this story, respecting the humanity of these name-
less brothers and not merely recognizing them by their op-
pression is empowering us as well as how they live on in our 
memories depends upon the fact that once you know better, 
you must do better. 

Repeat after me: "Things aren't always what they seem."
The next lesson to be gleaned from this story is that when 
you are trying to figure out your odds, never count God out!  
What is remarkable about this text is that these four men, in 
the midst of their seemingly hopeless situation, are gathered 
around one another talking about their chances for survival. 
Given the fact that, because of both their already weakened 
condition because of their illness as well as the miserable cir-
cumstances being suffered by the entire city as a result of the 
siege, these men would have been expected to consider their 
future not in years or months but rather in weeks and days. 
Yet these four men had what Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright Jr. 
once called “the audacity of hope” to recognize that, as bad as 
things might appear for them at that moment, they felt that the 
rest of their days could still be the best of their days!  Repeat 
after me: "Things aren't always what they seem."

In verse 4, the men clearly and logically think through their 
options: “They said to one another, “What are we doing sit-
ting here at death’s door? If we enter the famine-struck city 
we’ll die; if we stay here we’ll die. So let’s take our chances 
in the camp of Aram and throw ourselves on their mercy. If 
they receive us we’ll live, if they kill us we’ll die. We’ve got 
nothing to lose.”  Thinking about their dilemma, they broke it 
down their options with mathematical precision: 
• Option 1—they can try to return to the city and die of 

neglect. 
• Option 2—they can stay right where they are and die 

from their utter lack of provisions.
• Option 3—they can walk over into the enemies’ camp 

and die at the hands of the invading Syrians.
• Option 4—they could into the Syrian camp and through 

themselves at the mercy of the soldiers in order to live 
out their days as prisoners.

After some time debating and deliberating, their decision is 
to take their chances with the Syrians.  At face value, the only 
options these men had seemed to go from bad to worse.  Of 
course they could go back to the city that let them know in 
a loud and clear fashion that they were unwelcome and un-
wanted but at least it was familiar to them. Or, they remain 
right where they were because it was easier for them to just 

Things Aren't Always What They Seem 
– A Message to Black Men in Crisis

By Juan M. Floyd-Thomas, Ph.D.

(BLACK MEN continued on pg. 18)
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Dr. Amos C. Brown, Pastor of historic Third Baptist Church in San 
Francisco,  is the father of two sons, Amo Jr. and David.  He said, ”I 
always taught them to use their head for more than a hat rack and 
to be critical thinkers. Also, to let the world know they were their 
own person and use their blessings to help others and not be self-
serving.”

Third, Dr. Brown said he also taught his sons to know , that our 
Ancestors went through horrifying experiences in America.  “They 
have never been incarcerated, not because they are sons of Amos, 
and Jane Brown.   It was because they were taught to be men of 
scholarship, service, and pride in being Black men.”

Both Amos Jr. and David live in southern California and have 
successful careers. Amos Jr. works for actor Morris Chestnut’s 
Genesis car dealership and David is an actor and also works on 
social justice issues. In addition, Dr. Anthony Trufant who is like a 
son to Dr. Brown, is pastor at Emmanuel Baptist Church in Brooklyn, 
New York, and a counsel for other denominations in the city.  The 
Brown’s daughter Kizzee is a social worker in New York.

Dr. Amos C. Brown

Retired Superior Court Judge John Dearman’s son Jonathan, a 
Real Estate Broker Associate at Keller Williams in San Francisco 
had glowing words for his father’s impact on his life. Judge 
Dearman was the first Black Superior Court Judge in San 
Francisco.

“My father has inspired me to live and build a life in which I 
inspire myself and others. My father is the greatest man I have 
ever known. He built a legacy, a life, and a family of dedicated 
community members; we all live a life in a which commitment 
to service is key. Any good that I am connected with is because I 
stand on his shoulders,” Jonathan Dearman said. 

Judge John Dearman

Dr. Brown with sons David and Amos Jr.

Judge Dearman, right, with son Jonathan.
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UEA has adopted a unique, multi-tiered 
approach to ensure it is successful in 

fulfilling its mission.

BRIDGING THE 
ACHIEVEMENT GAP 

THROUGH CLASSROOM 
REPRESENTATION

FORMING HOUSING 
PARTNERSHIPS TO 

CURB DISPLACEMENT

 STRENGTHENING THE 
COMMUNITY THROUGH 
DIRECT PARTICIPATION

OF TEACHERS ARE 
BLACK MEN

OF TEACHERS ARE LATINO 
MEN

LESS THAN LESS THAN

LESS LIKELY TO  
DROP OUT OF SCHOOL

MORE LIKELY TO  
ENROLL IN COLLEGE

MORE LIKELY TO  
ENROLL IN COLLEGE

Low-income Black students who had one 
Black teacher in elementary school were

Black students that had one Black teacher 
by third grade were

Black students that had two Black teachers 
by third grade were

As a city and a country, we are experiencing a teacher representation 
crisis that’s impacting student achievement.

Yet research shows that the influence of having a Black teacher can 
make a monumental difference in a Black student’s life.

2% 3%

29% 13% 32%

We are seeking
• Black or Brown males

• Age 22 - 27 (special exceptions possible)

• Undergraduate degree

• Not limited to Education majors; STEM 

disciplines encouraged to apply

• With an inherent passion for minority 

communities, especially children and 

their families

Are you ready to make an impact? Learn more at our website 
 www.urbanedacademy.org/mtb



PAGE 11 • SuN-REPORTER • SPECIAL EDITION • JULy 1, 2021

Comcast Executive Ken Maxey
Ken Maxey, Comcast Director of Government Affairs, 
remembers the lessons he learned from his father.

Maxey said his father’s advice resonates with him today.  He was 
taught, “Never let your guard down and always be prepared to 
go beyond the call of duty for you to reach success of others. 
Most importantly, do not let racists provoke you to ever be on 
their level. Travel and learn that  Black Men have always played 
a significant role. And we must continue to advocate for justice 
for those wrongly accused.”

Maxey is father to a young daughter Maya.

Maxey with brother Sean and father Kenneth.
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  Civil Rights Attorney John Burris

Renowned Civil Right Attorney John Burris, who has represented 
Rodney King,  the family of Oscar Grant, and  many other young 
Black and Brown men who have died or been impacted by 
encounters with police officers, is the father of Damon Burris and 
Jonathan  Burris. 

Attorney Burris said, “As a father of two sons raised with me in 
California- one I raised as a single parent- I was and am concerned 
about their safety especially regarding the community and the 
police.  My consistent message to them is that the "company 
you keep can be as dangerous to your wellbeing as the police". I 
constantly preached that "everyone who claims to be your friend is not your friend" so choose 
your friends wisely. Success is not promised, given, or owed, you must push yourself. Family is 
important and as you become successful, don't forget where you come from and the people who 
helped you along the way.”

Reverend Dr. J. Alfred Smith, Sr. 
Reverend Dr. J. Alfred Smith Sr. served as Senior Pastor at Oakland’s Allen Temple 
Baptist Church from 1971-2009. During his tenure he grew the church’s membership 
and its ministries.  Dr. Smith Sr.'s philosophy was a simple statement: "In order to 
get to the sweet by and by-you you have to deal with the nasty now and now – 
translated that meant "Get out of the rocking chair of lazy religion." –Don't be a 
spectator, become a participator – get involved. Dr. Smith Sr., along with the leaders 
of the church led marches and took evangelism to the streets. in 1986,  he was 
elected President of the Progressive National Baptist Convention.

The father of five, Dr. Smith Sr. was joined in the ministry by his son J. Alfred Smith Jr. 

The Reverend Dr. J. Alfred Smith Jr. was licensed to preach in 1973, ordained in 1976 
and served in various capacities including Youth Minister and Assistant Pastor, prior 
to his elevation as Co-Pastor at Allen Temple.  On March 15, 2009, he  was called by an 
overwhelming majority vote to take up the mantel as Senior Pastor of Allen Temple 
Baptist Church. Not only had he served for many years at Allen Temple as Co-Pastor, 
but he also brought the experience of a Senior Pastor, of the historic Antioch Baptist 
Church,  San Jose. He retired from his position on January 31, 2019. 

Rev. Dr. J. Alfred Smith Sr. and Rev. Dr. J. Alfred 
Smith Jr. 

Damon Burris and John Burris
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100% employee-owned and committed to local hiring, we’re proud to provide  
good-paying jobs that support families for a workforce as diverse as San Francisco.

“Let’s keep making a difference. Together.”

Recology salutes the 
achievements of Black Men

Phil Bluford, driver.  
26 years at Recology.



PAGE 15 • SuN-REPORTER • SPECIAL EDITION • JULy 1, 2021

 San Francisco Foundation CEO 
Fred Blackwell
CEO of the San Francisco Foundation Fred Blackwell said he learned 
from his parents the importance of community service and social 
justice and equity. Blackwell’s son Fred Blackwell the 5th,  is a musi-
cian living in San Diego. His daughter Micah Blackwell, 21 graduated 
in May from Occidental College and will enter graduate school in the 
Fall. As a Father Blackwell said, “I’ve tried to pass on to them to know 
their ancestors and Black History. I did ground them in the Black ex-
perience, so they’d navigate a world  that wasn’t so friendly to them.” 

“I’ve shared with my children my encounters with law enforcement., 
Blackwell said. He said they spoke often about issues including po-
lice encounters. My version is it has to do not only with law enforce-
ment, but also being aware of your surroundings, because Oakland 
can be intense.   We made very deliberate decisions about what 
surroundings to put them in.” He said both went to Shelton Primary 
school, an African American owned and run school in Berkeley. His 
son also went to Asa Academy, a middle school in West Oakland run 
by African Americans and attended Morehouse College. Blackwell 
said his children were surrounded by Blackness in all its diversity.

“I always articulate high expectations for my children and tried to 
model behavior for them,” he added.

Attorney Timothy Alan Simon
Attorney Timothy Alan Simon is head of consulting firm TAS 
STRATEGIES and serves as an attorney and consultant on util-
ity, infrastructure, financial services, and broadband projects. 
Simon formerly served on the California Public Utilities Com-
mission. 

“I am the proud Father of three amazing children, two of whom 
are sons,” said Simon. “There is no greater honor than to be a Par-
ent. It is the golden opportunity to pass the values of our Ances-
tors to our next generation. My goal as a parent and particularly 
a father to Nahel and Jamal is making certain they know the 
love I give is unconditional. Self-esteem building and support 
is very important in raising Black sons. When we love ourselves, 
we are more inclined to make good choices.”

“I have on many occasions spoken to our sons about the po-
lice and the unfortunate threat they can impose on a Black man.  
How we must use discretion in dealing with law enforcement, 
something that other ethnicities do not encounter. Nahel, 39, is 
a Jr. Administrative Analyst with the San Francisco Department 
of Public Works and treasurer of CBAH. Jamal, 37, has his own 
roofing and construction firm and our daughter Suphia, 29, is 
my Executive Assistant and runs TAS STRATEGIES.” 

 Blackwell, center with son Fred V  left 
and father Fred III.

Attorney Simon, center, is pictured with sons Jamal and 
Nahel, along with grandsons Greyson, Jaden and Lucas.
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Celebrating Black Men 
Timothy Alan Simon, Esq., 

Joseph "Bunny" Simon, Everett Brandon, 
and all our strong, Black role models. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TAS STRATEGIES, Kimberly Brandon And Family 
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Dr. James McCray
Dr. James McCray, Executive Director of the 
TabernacleCommunity Development Corporation, in San 
Francisco and former pastor at Jones Memorial United 
Methodist Church,   said his philosophy in raising his sons 
and stepsons was “seek and build a lifetime relationship; 
listen; and strive to be fair and authentic (grounded in the 
WORD).”
 
 His son James McCray III is a teacher/coach at a High School 
in Baton Rouge, LA and has two sons ages 22 and 10.  His 
son Jacob A .McCray is Regional Manager of Tempur-Pedic 
Mattress Company in Las Vegas and has a l year old daughter. 
Dr. McCrayalso has two stepsons Toriano Gordon, owner, 
Vegan Mob restaurant in Oakland, who has two daughters 
21 and four; and Marco Bocarra who lives in Las Vegas and 
has five sons between the ages of l and 12.

A former Chaplain for the SF Police Department Dr. McCray 
said all his sons got “the talk.  He said they were told when 
encountering police “You comply, you do what they say, 
you get home and then we’ll deal with it from there.”

Stewart Perrilliat
Stewart Perrilliat is  the founder and CEO of Man 2 Man- Urban Youth Advocate and Fatherhood Ad-
vocacy Support and Training (F.A.S.T.)   Man 2 Man is a nonprofit deeply committed to breaking the 
cycle of father absence for low-income families.

“I work with fathers all over the Bay Area, but my main priority is to be the best father that I can be with 
my own son,” Perrilliat said. “ It is my duty and privilege to teach my son how to be the best that he can 
be. I am his father, the person he can trust, and know that I'll always be there for him. 
“I teach him that I love him and how it is important to love himself and others. I feel that I am his 
teacher for life. It is my duty to counsel him, encourage him, correct him when needed, and usher him 
during a difficult time. I want him to know that he can be successful at whatever goals he pursues. I 
tell him, ‘Man I am your biggest cheerleader.’ I am a single father who has fought for custody for over 
five years.“   

“As a father, I feel that I must show up and keep the promises that I make to him. I teach him to be a 
leader and not a follower, it's ok to follow but know also how to lead. I show up at all of his games, 
musicals and etc. For his prom night, I got him prepared for one of the most exciting events of his life.”
Perrilliat began working with fathers in 2007 and Man 2 Man became a non-profit in 2016.

“We currently offer a fatherhood program that promotes healthy families through co-parenting re-
lationship building and parenting training,” he said. “We also offer a conflict resolution program that 
provides individuals with strategies and techniques they can use to control their responses during 
anger-provoking situations. Our fathers also have access to our work preparation program that pro-
vides job and life skills training in order to help our young men achieve their educational and vocational goals and assist them in obtaining 
and, more importantly, keeping jobs.
 
“Because this is a lived experience, I often find myself applying the tools I teach to my clients with my son.  Being a single black father with 
primary custody of two children, Stewart Jr. (17) and Destiny (15), it is my duty to raise my son to be strong, respectful, caring with his own 
sense of accountability to himself, his family, society and most importantly, to God.”

Stewart Perrilliat and his son Stewart Jr. on
 Prom night.

Dr. McCray is shown with grandsons Semaj and Gabriel.
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lie down and eventually waste away.  Or, last but not least, they would 
probably stumble across some ruthless Syrian guards on patrol who, in 
the heat of the moment, might put them out of their misery altogether.  So, 
by their own best estimate, they only had a 1 in 4 chance of surviving their 
current predicament and even that depended on the kindness of the enemy 
invaders.  As shaky as that 25 percent was, the men knew quite literally 
had “nothing to lose.”  But, as the saying goes, when you have nothing to 
lose, you have everything to gain.  Repeat after me: "Things aren't always 
what they seem."

What these four men make abundantly clear is that life is all about choic-
es. Far too often we fail to realize that the choices we make ultimately 
make us who we are.  We have to choose whether we are going to sleep 
in on Sunday morning or be faithful and obedient by getting up and be-
ing blessed by Christian fellowship. You can choose to move through the 
world mad at everyone and everything all the time or you can choose to 
love the life you live and live the life you love.  You can choose to take a 
chance and make the choice to go back to school to get your degree, start 
a new business venture, begin a new romantic relationship, exchange up 
old unhealthy habits for new healthier ones, travel to a place to have a 
getaway from whatever you’ve gotten yourself into, and so on.   Just as 
it seems obvious that they should have surrendered themselves to the in-
evitability of their imminent demise, that was the exact moment God was 
working on making their wildest dream come true. In verses 5-8, the men 
dusted themselves off, packed up their meager belongings at sundown, 
and began to walk away from an unjust past while trapped in an uncertain 
present in order to face an unknown future.  

You can see these four suffering men making their twilight journey to the 
Syrian camp with their minds made up that they had “nothing to lose” but 
with each footstep seen as them stepping out on faith that their tomor-
rows could be better than their yesterdays. I can testify that it is in those 
peculiar and precarious moments in life when everything is going down 
like a car on four flat tires that only faith can give you the strength to press 
your way even when you can’t see where you’re headed.  The interesting 
thing that the text reveals is that if are willing to walk it out, God will 
work it out. The tricky thing, however, is that the God of heaven who can 
do anything but fail needs to take the first step because although we can 
always trust that God is going to move on our behalf, unfortunately God 
can’t say the same about most of us.  But once God turns our options into 
opportunities, it requires us to get off our blessed assurances and move 
forward towards our future.
Nevertheless, this divinely ordained movement in the dark reminds me of 
Paul’s statement in his epistle to the Hebrews when he tells us that “faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen...
Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do 
appear.”[Hebrews 11:1, 3 (KJV)]   The same time they moved out on faith 
was exactly the moment that God used the cover of darkness to make 
something out of nothing.    Repeat after me: "Things aren't always what 
they seem."

By the time the four men arrived on the outskirts of the camp, they 
couldn’t find a single soldier anywhere in the entire camp! What they 
couldn’t know was that before they showed up at the camp prepared for 
whatever fate was about to befall them, God had already had hooked
After some time debating and deliberating, their decision is to take their 
chances with the Syrians.  At face value, the only options these men had 
seemed to go from bad to worse.  Of course they could go back to the 
city that let them know in a loud and clear fashion that they were unwel-
come and unwanted but at least it was familiar to them. Or, they remain 
right where they were because it was easier for them to just lie down 
and eventually waste away.  Or, last but not least, they would probably 
stumble across some ruthless Syrian guards on patrol who, in the heat of 
the moment, might put them out of their misery altogether.  So, by their 
own best estimate, they only had a 1 in 4 chance of surviving their cur-
rent predicament and even that depended on the kindness of the enemy 
invaders.  As shaky as that 25 percent was, the men knew quite literally 
had “nothing to lose.”  But, as the saying goes, when you have nothing to 
lose, you have everything to gain.  Repeat after me: "Things aren't always 
what they seem."

(BLACK MEN continued on pg. 20)

(BLACK MEN continued from pg. 8)
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Dr. Toye Moses
Dr. Toye Moses said there were several key factors he employed while 
raising his sons, including providing a Christian home, making sure to 
spend family time with them and giving them quality educations. 

Dr. Moses and his wife Alma Robinson Moses have two sons. Akintoye 
Carlton Moses is a Program Director with Prep for Prep in New York City.  
Willieford Olatoye Moses, MD is Assistant Professor of Pediatric Surgery, at 
the University of California, School of Medicine (UCSF).

Dr. Moses is President, Global Konnect Company, a community Public 
Relations company. He is the retired Executive Director of the Southeast 
Community Center. He raised his sons in the Bayview, and they both 
attended private schools including Grace Cathedral for Boys, boarding 
school on the East Coast  and the Urban High School in downtown San 
Francisco.

“They grew up in a Christian home, like I did. We instilled that in them,” 
Moses said. He also gave his sons the example of a career in community 
service.  

Moses said he did give his sons “the talk.” “What I tell them with police 
stops is you don’t argue, do what they ask you to do. Don’t put your hands 
in your pockets, do something wrong. You have to be careful what you say 
and what you do.”

The couple also has two daughters Isabel and  Olutoyin.

Dr. Moses, right, is pictured with son 
Akintoye.
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What these four men make abundantly clear is that life is all 
about choices. Far too often we fail to realize that the choices 
we make ultimately make us who we are.  We have to choose 
whether we are going to sleep in on Sunday morning or be 
faithful and obedient by getting up and being blessed by Chris-
tian fellowship. You can choose to move through the world 
mad at everyone and everything all the time or you can choose 
to love the life you live and live the life you love.  You can 
choose to take a chance and make the choice to go back to 
school to get your degree, start a new business venture, begin 
a new romantic relationship, exchange up old unhealthy habits 
for new healthier ones, travel to a place to have a getaway 
from whatever you’ve gotten yourself into, and so on.   Just 
as it seems obvious that they should have surrendered them-
selves to the inevitability of their imminent demise, that was 
the exact moment God was working on making their wildest 
dream come true. In verses 5-8, the men dusted themselves off, 
packed up their meager belongings at sundown, and began to 
walk away from an unjust past while trapped in an uncertain 
present in order to face an unknown future.  

You can see these four suffering men making their twilight 
journey to the Syrian camp with their minds made up that they 
had “nothing to lose” but with each footstep seen as them step-
ping out on faith that their tomorrows could be better than their 
yesterdays. I can testify that it is in those peculiar and precari-
ous moments in life when everything is going down like a car 
on four flat tires that only faith can give you the strength to 
press your way even when you can’t see where you’re headed.  
The interesting thing that the text reveals is that if are willing 
to walk it out, God will work it out. The tricky thing, however, 
is that the God of heaven who can do anything but fail needs 
to take the first step because although we can always trust that 
God is going to move on our behalf, unfortunately God can’t 
say the same about most of us.  But once God turns our options 
into opportunities, it requires us to get off our blessed assur-
ances and move forward towards our future.

Nevertheless, this divinely ordained movement in the dark re-
minds me of Paul’s statement in his epistle to the Hebrews 
when he tells us that “faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen...Through faith we un-
derstand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so 
that things which are seen were not made of things which do 
appear.”[Hebrews 11:1, 3 (KJV)]   The same time they moved 
out on faith was exactly the moment that God used the cover 
of darkness to make something out of nothing.    Repeat after 
me: "Things aren't always what they seem."

By the time the four men arrived on the outskirts of the camp, 
they couldn’t find a single soldier anywhere in the entire 
camp! What they couldn’t know was that before they showed 
up at the camp prepared for whatever fate was about to befall 
them, God had already had hooked them up!  Off in the dis-
tance, while the Syrian army were preparing to mount their 
attack against the city when God made such a thunderous 
sound of chariots that led them to believe that an even larger 
army was about to wipe them out. As God continued to make 
a mighty noise during the nighttime, the whole invading army 
literally ran for their lives.  What is absolutely mind-blowing 
about these four men was the holy boldness to walk into the 
enemy camp in the first place. Back in their hometown, the 
very presence of the Syrian army had the entire city in a state 
of panic.  More importantly, while these four hopeless, help-
less men pressed their way to face almost certain doom, there 
was an whole army locked behind the walls of city who were 
all shook up by the thought of being crushed by the superior 
force. These four men weren’t secret agents or superheroes 
but they did have a secret weapon against the enemy: they had 
God on their side and that was more than enough! As Psalms 
20: 7-8 [NRSV] “Some take pride in chariots, and some in 
horses, but our pride is in the name of the Lord our God. They 

will collapse and fall, but we shall rise and stand upright.“ 
In Psalms 121:1-3 [NRSV] it also says: “I lift up my eyes to 
the hills—from where will my help come? My help comes 
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. [God] will not let 
your foot be moved; [the One] who keeps you will not slum-
ber.”  If we are going to be empowered to make a difference 
in the lives of ourselves, our family, friends, neighbors and 
loved ones, we have to first trust that God not has our back 
but has our front and sides covered to—for those of us who 
love God and know God for ourselves, we can enjoy 360 de-
gree coverage 365 days a year!  With God on their side, they 
conquered an imperial army and didn’t have to use a weapon 
or throw a punch; it is great to know that in a life full of way 
too many struggles, God can and will fight your battles.  The 
brilliant theologian and founding co-pastor of the Fellowship 
of All Peoples Church Howard Thurman writes in his classic 
text Deep is the Hunger that “When Jesus prayed, He was con-
scious that, in His prayer, he met the Presence [of God], and 
this consciousness was far more important and significant that 
the answering of His prayer.  It is for this reason primarily that 
God was for Jesus the answer to all the issues and problems 
of life.  When I, with all my mind and heart, truly seek God 
and give myself in prayer, I, too, meet His presence and then 
I know for myself that Jesus was right.”  If we are going to be 
empowered to do anything meaningful in this world, we first 
have to make sure we are connected to the only power source 
that matters and that’s God!

So, knowing that God has the power to enter into your situ-
ation, the real question is “after praying for God to work on 
your behalf, how are you going to act when God finally blesses 
you beyond your wildest expectations?”  In the midst of work-
ing out things on behalf of these four men, we realize that life 
is not just about what you are going through but also where 
you are going to…so never discount God’s ability to still 
work miracles in our bad situations.  Remember when David 
famously was thinking about his moment of fear, doubt, and 
trouble wrote that God was the Good Shepherd who would 
“prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies” 
[Psalms 23:5 (KJV)]. But, unlike those brothers and sisters 
who encourage and embrace a prosperity gospel that equates 
God’s love, grace, mercy, justice, and power strictly with ma-
terial goods, I have to note that at no point did these men ever 
say a mumbling word about money or status.  At no point did 
any of these men pray to God to them “name it and claim it” 
or “blab it and grab it” and they certainly didn’t walk around 
talking about “favor ain’t fair” like they had Tourette’s syn-
drome.  Consider this: the best they thought they could ever 
achieve in their situation was to be captured as prisoners of 
war and be fed scraps by a soldiers of a hostile invading army 
who might take pity on them—that was the absolute BEST 
thing they could hope and dream.  Yet, what an amazing God 
we serve who can look at the simple little mess you’re thinking 
about and then bless you abundantly and exceedingly with so 
much more than you could ever have imagined!  That morning 
they were sitting around starving and thirsty outside the city 
gate and by that same evening they are wandering from tent 
to tent, eating and drinking everything in sight until they were 
delirious.  That morning these men woke up as broke as a joke 
but by that very same evening they had grabbed so much sil-
ver, gold, and clothing as they could carry and soon discovered 
they still had so much loot that they couldn’t hide all of their 
plunder.  That morning they rose from their slumber already 
sick and tired because they had no help getting from place but 
by that same evening they had donkeys, horses, and chariots 
with 48-inch rims!  WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY CAN 
MAKE! Galatians 6:9 [NRSV] reminds "So let us not grow 
weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, 
if we do not give up." Therefore what I am here to tell you is 
that when these men stumbled upon all of this treasure, it was 
not a benefit of their faithfulness but just a byproduct—the real 
reward was being able to watch God at work doing something 
that you’ve never thought could be done.  They were blessed 
simply by being eyewitnesses to the awesomeness God can 

do.

The last lesson that this text offers us is that when you don’t 
know how the story’s going to end, you’ve got to trust the 
author!  When you read 2 Kings 6 and 7 in their entirety, you 
discover that while all of this hardship and heartache had be-
fallen the kingdom of Samaria, the prophet Elisha had already 
given the royal leaders God’s message that at long last the 
famine would end and the enemy would be defeated. Although 
I encourage you to read the whole passage in your own time 
and fashion, what’s important to know is that the so-called ex-
perts, authorities, and leaders thought Elisha was either lying 
or crazy; although they claimed to be religious, they seriously 
doubted that God was truly able to do what the prophet had 
said. So, when these four outcasts stricken with leprosy are 
brought into the story, they flip the script entirely!  Rather than 
wiping out the rival army with some devastating natural di-
saster or assaulting their camp with any sort of widespread 
plague or pestilence or giving the armed forces of Samaria a 
holy weapon of mass destruction, God simply made a really 
loud noise and spooked the living daylights out of the enemy.  
But where God truly gets the last word is by sending our four 
nameless explorers into the heart of the enemy’s camp.  As 
we clearly observe, God never changed their affliction but 
God was able to maximize their conviction.  By allowing God 
to use them in order to give a first-hand account of Elisha’s 
prophesy, these four terminally ill men literally became new 
creations in the eyes of all their former friends and neighbors.  
While everyone in the city were hiding behind those city walls 
with both their precious treasures as well as their treasured 
prejudices, those four lepers walked out on faith to claim what 
God had waiting for them if only they got up and pressed their 
way to claim it. 

Just when it looks like you should give up, hold on to your 
hope.  When you have done all you can do, you've got to let 
go and let God work it out.  So many decades later, I’m eter-
nally grateful to my mother not just helping to heal my body 
but gave me those comic books to also entertain my mind 
and encourage my spirit with those stories of folks who faced 
and eventually overcame incredible enemies and unbeliev-
able odds because they refused to quit on themselves.  Even 
now, several years after my mother passed away and found 
her heavenly rest with the Lord, it was that sort of investment 
in my total well-being that made it possible for me not just 
survive all the daily threats and terror of the world outside my 
door but also make room for the triumphs and thankfulness that 
makes it possible for find renewed strength and purpose.  As 
a result, I’ve been able to accomplish more than I could have 
ever imagined in terms of my education and chosen profession 
as well as living to become a husband to a beautiful wife and 
a father to a beloved daughter.   When I look back at my own 
life’s journey, the words of the ancient prophet Jeremiah echo 
in my mind: “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you 
a future with hope.” [Jeremiah 29:11 NRSV] Therefore, even 
when situations seem crazy and scary, we must always remem-
ber that things aren't always what they seem.

(BLACK MEN continued from pg. 18)
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McCoy Law Firm
111 Maiden Lane, 6th Floor, 

San Francisco, California, 94108

Tel. 415-595-6073  
waukeenmccoy.com 

We are a civil litigation firm specializing in employment discrimination, and civil rights cases. Also represent actors and musicians.
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Attorney Peter G. Cohn has had a noteworthy career in 
public service and the law and  uses his lived experienc-
es to help to shape the lives of young men and women 
whom he mentors.

“My philosophy in mentoring young Black men is informed 
by my own early life experiences in the 1970’s as a young 
social worker being stopped arbitrarily and without just 
cause in Venice by police in Los Angeles,” Cohn said. “ My 
views were further refined when – as a lawyer for the 
NAACP – I was asked to investigate the deaths of 15-year-
old Melvin Black who was shot and killed by Oakland 
police in 1979 as he was running home and 20-year-old 
California State University football player – Ron Settles – 
who died in Signal Hill police custody after being arrested 
for a simple traffic stop.  These types of experiences 
profoundly touched me and motivated me to make sure 
that I counsel young men and women about the care 
they need to take in dealing with law enforcement and 
not letting any engagement with police escalate to tragic 
results.
 
“The other philosophical perspective that helps to in-
form my approach to young men is a visceral concern 
about bullies or knuckle heads who might see the talent 
in other young rising people and yet feel a need to take 
them down.  This view was touchingly reinforced by some 
young teenage men at a church meeting in Hunters Point 
sharing their concern that they might not live to adult-
hood if they did not move away from the San Francisco 
community. 

“My goals and values for mentoring are informed by 
these impactful perspectives and experiences.  In confer-
ring with Evan and other young people, I do my best to 
highlight these challenges that are before them and how 
best to navigate these types of minefields of life.  I think 
all of us who have had the good fortune to be raised by 
a single parent know the challenges that that experience 
brings, and we are honored in turn to reach out to young 
people who are also having to confront that reality.  It is 
of course very rewarding to observe each young man or 
woman achieving their personal best.  This is certainly the 
case with Evan Carlton Ward who is on a stellar trajectory 
with his journalism and public service career.  And it is also 
the case with another young man and now a plumbing 
contractor – Kissu Kirkwood – who was just named “Fa-
ther of the Year” on last Sunday at Third Baptist Church.  
Yes, the possibilities for all of the young men we can reach 
are simply endless. 

 “As mentors, our own lives are greatly enriched by the 
lives of those young souls with whom we are so fortunate 
to engage.  They give us such hope for the future of our 
community, nation, and the world,” he concluded.

Attorney Peter G. Cohn

Celebrating the 

contributions of Black 

fathers and honoring 

extraordinary Black 

men in San 

Francisco and 

beyond.

Attorney Cohn is pictured with Evan 
Carlton Ward, a young man he has 
helped bring into manhood after tragic 
death of his father at age 15.
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