
Mamie Lang Kirkland, a survivor of racial terrorism in Mississippi, died on Saturday, December 
28, 2019, she was 111 years old.

Mamie Lang Kirkland lived a full life with beauty, grace, courage, faith and love. She survived 
childhood illness and racial terrorism in Mississippi, racial violence and mob rule in St. Louis, 
cross burnings in Ohio, two World Wars, and the early death of her husband with remarkable 
resolve and strength. She raised a beautiful family and had a wonderful career. She had a 
remarkable, distinguished life and became one of only a few people who could lay claim as a 
witness to almost the entirety of the 20th century. By any measure she had a complete life; her 
race was well run. But for Mrs. Kirkland it was not enough, as she would say, “God is not 
finished with me yet.”
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Mrs. Kirkland at EJI’s annual benefit dinner.



Born in Ellisville, Mississippi, Mrs. Kirkland fled her home in 1915 at age seven after her father, 
Edward Lang, and his friend, John Hartfield, were threatened by a lynch mob.

John Hartfield later returned to Ellisville against Mr. Lang’s advice and was lynched before a 
crowd of 10,000 men, women, and children who traveled from across the state to watch as he 
was hanged from a gum tree alongside nearby railroad tracks, riddled with bullets, and then 
burned. “That could have been my father,” Mrs. Kirkland reflected at EJI’s 2016 annual benefit 
dinner.

At the age of 107, Mamie Kirkland traveled back to Mississippi for the first time in a century. 
She went back to the community where Black people had been enslaved, tortured, and 
terrorized—a place she’d been forced to flee as a child when racial terror and violence 
threatened her family.

Her decision to bear witness to the terrorism of lynching, to remember, to pray, and to advance 
a movement of truth and justice inspired all of us to action. A movement began and thousands 
of people have now followed Mamie Kirkland’s lead. Hundreds of jars of soil honor victims of 
lynching at the Legacy Museum in Montgomery, Alabama, where more than 650,000 visitors 
have heard her story.   
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